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PROCEEDI NGS

MR, JONES: Okay. This is an interview with
Kerry Giffiths. She was a passenger aboard the Staten
| sl and Ferry, Andrew J. Barberi, on Cctober 15. And
today is the fourth of Novenber.

And, Kerry, if you don’t m nd, your age,
pl ease?

M5. GRIFFITHS: | am 54.

MR, JONES: Okay. And if you could, Kerry,
just take us back a little before the incident, where
you were sitting, and if you noticed anything prior to
the incident or when you were first made aware
sonet hi ng was wr ong.

M5. GRIFFI THS: Ckay. That day | had been to
Liberty Island and Ellis Island and enjoyed ny
extensive -- And | decided to go over to Staten Island
for a couple of reasons. And but, at the tine | was a
l[ittle bit hungry, so, | just thought, well, | enjoyed
the other ferry experiences, so | thought | would go,
go on another one. And | was sat, | just m ssed the
hal f past two crossing by five mnutes. It was 25 to
three. And | was listening to a group of people who
sat behind ne and they said to ne, sorry, they were
tal ki ng anongst thensel ves, and | overheard them saying

that a good place to sit on the ferry, to have good
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views was on the right side. So, I, therefore, waited
until | could get onto the ferry, watched where they
went and followed them | renmenber going up a flight

of stairs at the back of the ferry, and sitting on the
right hand side. | can't really renmenber how far up
actually went along the ferry, but | don’t think it was
too far. It was between the mddle or towards the end.

And from ny understanding there is a row of
seats that face towards the sea. | know those seats t
that, you know, face the front on the back of the boat.

So, | was, sat on the seat that was | ooking out

towards the view | sat there looking at the view |
saw a couple wth a baby. Thinking | had a really nice
time on Ellis Island. So, | started to nmake notes of
what | wanted to renmenber about Ellis Island. And
conpl etely unaware of how long | had been on the ferry
for. And, because | didn't have a watch on. The next
thing I heard was there was a really | oud noise, and |
just saw everybody running from fromny left. And so
they were running towards the end of the boat. And I
sorry, | amjust turning ny other nobile phone off here
so | am not disturbed.

And everybody started running, because there
is arowof seats, | wasn’t caught up, unless | wal ked

into the gangway. So, | waited until everybody
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finished running. | thought initially, God, it sounds

as if it is a bonb or sonething like that. And |

didnt run, | walked, | walked to the end of the boat,
which didn't seemvery far. | |ooked to the side, and |
could see that we were near | and. | could see the, was

intact, and there were no ot her noi ses happeni ng at
that tine. | could see people around ne putting on
life jackets. And ny train of thought was | amat the
end of the boat, and | need to get to the front of the
boat to be able to get off it. Not realizing that we
weren't in the dunping bay.

So, |, whether consciously or unconsciously,
| wal ked down the flight of stairs and started to wal k
towards the front of the boat. | was on the right hand
side. | was wal king, again, | have got no idea of, you
know, the size of the boat, how many people are on the

boat, how many people were on the boat, the |ayout of

the boat or anything at this stage. Al | amthinking
is, | need to get off the boat.
| started walking. It was |ike dusty, |

began to see debris, and lots of seats and w eckage on
the right hand side. On the right hand side of the
boat, | could see that there was a great big gash

hol e, whatever way to describe it, really and you could

see out. And I don’t know why, but, | just kept
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wal ki ng, thinking | need to get off this boat now,
because it looks as if it is going to sink. Because it
has got a great big hole in it. And just as |

started to walk forward a little bit nore, after

realizing, this is all like split seconds, you know, in
my mnd. | can renenber |ooking to ny left, and seeing
a gentleman with his armup in the air. | |ooked back

and | said, can | help you? And he said, yes. And so
then | looked to ny right, and | can see dead bodi es,
and body parts and that is all | can see at that tine.
There weren’t nmany people around. | would say | ess
t han 10, probably around about five. | really wasn't
t aki ng much notice of them

And not far from where Paul was, there was a
| ady which | didn't really take a | ot of notice of,
because she wasn’t saying anything, not saying
anyt hing. Because when | stopped to help Paul, there
was an orange piece of, it |looked |like plastic chair,
which | put underneath his head. 1, first of all, said
that my nane was Kerry, and that | was a nurse and do
you want ne to help himand he said, yes. | asked him
what his name was, he told nme his nane was Paul. He
said that he wanted to lay on his back, and | told him
that it would be better for himto stay in the position

that he was in. And | said, do you want ne to stay
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wi th you and he said, yes.

So | put the orange piece of chair underneath
his head so he could rest his head on the orange piece
of chair. And | took, yes, that was the other thing,
| said to him | wanted himto stay on his side and not
nove because he was in the recovery position, so,
knew that it would be good for him it would aid his
breathing. So, | explained that to himas well. And
|, what happened then, | started to assess hi mthen.
could see overall that he was injured, | could see that
he had an injury to his | egs. There was no profuse
bl ood I oss, | could see no profuse blood | oss. And I
then went into airway breathing, circulation,
disability, environnental node.

| knew that he had an airway because he spoke

to ne. | could see that he was consci ous because he
told ne his nane was Paul. And breathing w se, and |
| ooked at his chest, | could see it rise and fall. | t

didn't look to ne as if there was no trauma to his
chest. At this stage, | shouted for oxygen. | said,
need sone oxygen. Now there were a couple of people
around, | can’t renenber if they, anybody answered ne
or not. | said, | needed a paranedic and | needed to
get himoff this boat straight away.

Now, there was another gentleman who, there
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were this wonman scream ng, who was near Paul. And he
was with her and | can renenber her scream ng, thinking
this must be upsetting Paul. So, |, then renenbered

| ooki ng at the dead bodi es around us, getting upset
nmysel f. And | ooki ng at the gentl eman seeing that he
is very, very distraught and upset. And | was thinking
that | don't particularly want to be | ooking at al

what is around ne and hearing what is around ne and
wanting to protect Paul. So what | did then was | went
to get alife jacket, which wasn’t far from where Pau
was, a neter and a half, and just what woul d be softer
for his face and I could then al so use the piece of
plastic chair to shield his eyes fromthe i medi ate
dead body in front of us, which | did do. And, again,
say | need sone oxygen. | amtold by a crew nenber
that they don’t keep oxygen onboard. And | say, what
do you nean, you don’'t keep oxygen onboard? And | am
told that there is no oxygen onboard. So, | say, well,
| need to get himoff this boat now He needs oxygen
now.

And | said, can you get ne whatever you have
got. | was told, no offense, Ma’am but | don’t think
a plaster would help in this situation. | wanted a
bl anket, | took ny Gap sweater off because | knew he

was in shock. | put that over him | went to take
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his belt off. He was in pain, so | stopped. And |
said, | shouted | needed a belt. Sonebody gave ne a
belt. | asked this gentleman who gave ne a belt, just
tolift his legs up gently, below his waist, so | could
put the belt on, to act as a tourniquet. Because |
knew wi t hout the oxygen, he needed fromhis, you know,
his, his, fromhis central nervous system which his
brain and his heart, needed to be supported to keep him
alive in this situation

| al so knew that the tourniquet was vita
that there was no profuse blood | oss because | knew
that his body had shut down. | checked for
circulation. His peripheral circulation on his pul se
was, was extrenely weak, if he had one at all. I
checked it. His central pulse, in his cardioid, and
he had one which was very weak and, so signs of shock.

Again, | asked for oxygen, | amtold there is no
oxygen. Again, | asked for a paranedic and that we
need to get himoff this boat.

At this tinme now, | amnew to Paul, and I
know | have to keep himpositive. So, | know | have to
assess hi s consci ousness.

| just need a m nute.

MR, JONES: Yes.

Kerry, you know, really take your tinme and if
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there is an area you don’'t want to go into, that is
fine, too. W can |eave that alone.

M5. GRI FFI THS: That is okay.

MR. JONES: Ckay. You are doing great. Just
really I don't want to take you down a road that is
going to upset you

M5. GRIFFITHS: No, it is okay.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

M5. CRIFFITHS: | know it needs to be done.

-- to help people, so, | am-- | am upset.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

M5. GRIFFITHS: So, | amtalking to Paul and |
say to Paul, you are going to be okay. Help is onits
way. And you need to stay with ne. And then that,
you know, you need to stay positive, | said, your
famly |l ove you and you | ove your famly. | said, who
do you love in your famly? And he said to ne that he
| oved his famly and that he | oved his nother, Audrey.

And | said, | love ny nother. And that we were going
to both get off the boat to see our famlies again.
said to him you have got to stay with nme, you have got
to stay focused. And | amgoing to stay with you, do
you want ne to stay with you the whole tinme and he
sai d, yes.

And at this tinme now, he says to ne, that he
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said are you a tourist? And | said, yes, | was on
hol i day here and he said, well, | ama waiter. And
then he said to me, | have lost ny legs. And | didn't
know what to say, but | thought if we -- just in
relationship, sorry, | need to tell himthe truth. So,
| said, yes, but you don’t, you don’t think about that
now. You need to concentrate on staying alive because
your famly |loves you and you | ove your famly.

He said to me that he used to run -- and |
didn’t know what to say for the best. So, | thought
of, | just said, you are going to have a different
life, but you need to concentrate |like you are going to
have a |life. And you are going to stay alive and we
all are going to get off this boat. And | was goi ng
to stay with him This, this was hard and when he --
he said to nme, | ambeginning to feel dizzy. | am
beginning to feel |ight headed. And | thought, | think
he is beginning to | ose consci ousness now. And then |
| just kind of, just said, right, stay with ne, don't
go, stay with ne now, concentrate on your breathing,
help is onits way, help is on its way.

Hang on a m nute.

(Pause.)

M5. GRIFFITHS: Sorry, ny nomwas just talking

to me there, trying to remnd ne of saying things.
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So, the next thing that, because he said
about his conscious level, and everything, | amtrying
to give himencouragenent, saying, concentrate on your
breat hing, and I don’t know why but, just at that
monment, there were nore people around. And | don’t
know i f this happened before or after he started
begi nning to | ose consciousness or say he was going to
get dizzy, no, no, that is right, he said I am
beginning to feel a little bit dizzy. At that point,
and | amstill shouting for oxygen because | know that
t he oxygen would nake a difference to his
consciousness. Now, | am saying for oxygen, one of the
anbul ance, the ferry crew, gave ne a box of plasters,
and | saw there is no oxygen there or anything. There
are cotton in there. | look up, and | just say | need
oxygen and there is an anbul ance man, obviously com ng
in ny direction because | obviously have shouted for
oxygen. | say to him have you got oxygen? And he
sai d, yes. He gave ne the bag. There was a cylinder
of oxygen. Now the cylinders in UK and the cylinders
inthe US., | don't knowif they |ook the sane. So, |
amsaying to himare you definitely sure this is
oxygen? And he said to ne, yes, it is oxygen. Again,
| say to himare you definitely sure this is oxygen and

he says, yes.
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He picks a plastic bag with sone tubing,
which | can see there is no nmask attached. | can see
the mask that | need, so | pick that up, unravel it,
give himthe tubing, tell himto attach it to the
oxygen and tell himto put it on high flow oxygen. |
put ny finger over the non rebreathable bag to fill it
with oxygen and | put it on Paul’s face. Now, within
m nutes, whatever, but, | can see that Paul has a
positive response to this oxygen. He says to ne, dust
is going in ny face, can you wi pe ny face because
obvi ously the oxygen is blowng in his eyes, there is
dust in his eyes. So, | wipe his face off. | put the
mask back on his face. | can see it is having a
positive response in his color and his vitals. So, |
am pl eased at that.

| then say to the anbul ance nman, we need to
get himon a stretcher, we need to get off this boat.

They have a stretcher, he is on the deck. He is on a

clear surface. | say, | need to put a collar on him
He hands ne a collar to protect his Cspine. | put a
collar on himto protect his C spine. | tell the

anbul ance nen we need to do a log roll. | amtold, no

of fense, Ma’am pointed to his |l eg and because |
wanted to say, | didn’t care whether he has or not, he

needs to be log rolled and I can’'t say it because it
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will upset Paul. | say, we need to log roll him

Well, prior to this, when the anbul ance nen
arrived, and the oxygen cane, there were nore,
obvi ously energency services around, and | believe it
was one of the gentleman, | don’t know who it was, a
fireman or an anbul ance technician, who accidently
ki cked Paul’s foot. And obviously to get to this |ady
who was scream ng, but kicked his foot and Paul said,
ow, ow, ow, ow and | know the nerve endings were stil
attached. So, | told this fireman or anbul ance person,
whoever it was, to back off. And then | stretched ny
body to protect him And that was another case of
information that | think that you should know about .

But, to go back to the anbul ance nen and the

log roll. So they know, there is a stretcher in front
of this, his Cspine is protected. | have got one guy
at the head, | amin the mddle, |I have got another guy
at the end. And | say, right, on ny count, we wll
roll. And then | say, no, you are at the head, it
shoul d be on your count. So, | amwaiting for himto
say, one, two, three, roll, and he is not. So, then

say, right, okay, on ny count, we are going to go one,
two, three, roll, which we then do. So, we rolled
him strap himon the stretcher. He is, obviously what

was |left of his legs were there and | say to them it
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is all goes. So, everything goes with Paul. And he
has got a blanket on him | amcarrying the oxygen,
one anbul ance technician is carrying one side and

anot her anbul ance technician is carrying the other

side. As far as | know, one is called Mke and the
other one is, |I think it is Phil or Rob, | can't
remenber. And we are now cl anbering over runbl e,
because | say we need to get himoff the boat now. W
get to the docking bay at the boat, and there is a
gentl eman stood there. He turns around and he says,
take himover to one side, he needs to be triaged.
There are not many people around at all at this stage,
hardly anyone at all. And | say, no, he is not being
triaged, he needs to go to the hospital now, as soon as
possible. He tells nme, no, he needs to be triaged,
take himover there. | want to tell himhe has got no
| egs, he needs to go to hospital now. But, obviously,

| can’t because it will upset Paul. So, | pull back,
the bl anket and say is that triage enough for you. He
t hen says, go, go, go, go, go.

So, nyself and the two anbul ance nen and Pau

are now in an anbul ance, we are safe in the anbul ance.
There is one driving, | amwth Paul’s head. He
remai ns on the portable oxygen and there is another guy

who is holding the bounces of tourniquet. Now, | know
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the tourniquet is quite high up, but, I know where his
|l egs are viable and where they are not viable from
but, because | am so aware of his shock status and |
want to keep himalive and | don’t want himto arrest,
that I know as long as we have a certain tine limt,
that that tourniquet can be released. And we were well
within that tine limt. So, | amalso aware that there
is no profuse blood loss. So, ny concern is to keep
his torso and his heart and |lungs viable and alive,
wi th the oxygen that we had, the sane on the boat.

So, while we are in the anbul ance, | say to
t he anbul ance technician, put a drip up there and give
hi m sonething for pain. And he says to ne, that he is
not a paranedic, which in an ideal world, he would have
been and he woul d have been able to do those things,
but he wasn’'t. So, we weren't in the ideal situation,
so | then say, nmake sure that we go to the best
hospital for the best service to this guy. | am now
hol di ng Paul’s chest because it is obviously rocking
about and it is painful for him | am protecting him
agai n. And as soon as we get to the anbul ance, the
hospital, which seens to take quite a long tinme, we are
talking to Paul. | have already got all of his
details, as he has given all his details to nme on the

boat. Because he said to ne, you know, if | die, can
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you nme, can you give, you know, can you speak to ny
nother for ne. And we, we, on the, on the anbul ance,
we speak of allergies and things |like that and tell the
anbul ance technician that | have already got all of
these details, as regard to his famly, where he lives,
how ol d he is, that type of thing.

We get to the casualty departnent, | hand him
over to the official, I say who he is, and | would |ike
to get on sone scrubs to go in wth himand foll ow
through. | amtold to go and wash ny hands and cone
back and I amrefused then to where | was, where
handed over the details. And, and that is the |ast |
was able to speak to Paul.

| speak to the anbul ance nen and | say to the
anbul ance nen, and, you know, what about ny talk, what
should I do? Shall | speak to his famly? | have
handed all the details over to officials, they say
leave it with them | say to them how do, what do |
do now? Do | get back to the ferry? And they say they
can't take ne back to the ferry. | amextrenely upset
because | wanted to be with him | amtold I couldn’t.
| realize that there, he is nowin the best hands. He
is wth doctors, and nurses who are going to operate on
hi mand do the best for him | amstill extrenely

upset, so, | speak to a casualty nurse, who obviously
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realizes that | amreally upset. She said to ne,
| ook, this is going to be a major incident, this is the
first person who has conme in through the door. There
are going to be | oads nore. You know, there is no
point in you waiting around. | say, how do | get back?
She said you can get a taxi, or you can get a bus.
She explains all this to ne. | say to her, [ ook,
really would like to knowif he is going to live or
die. She said to ne, here is ny nunber, give ne a
call, leave it until tonorrow, because it is going to
be chaos, chaos here tonight. W don't know how many
casualties we are going to deal with

And at that stage, | |eave the hospital and
catch the bus back to ny hotel. Later on, | am
conpletely distraught, but I won’t go over that because
it is not relevant to the situation. But, what is
relevant is | couldn’t wait until the followng day to
find out whether he is going to be alive or not.
speak to Peggy, | know she is on 3:00 p.m to 3:00 a.m
shift. | speak to her later. She tells ne that he is
stable. He has been operated on and he is in ICU

| presunmed he has been incubated with the
severity of his injuries and the nature of and the
extent of, you know, whether he would live or die.

And | didn’t know where it to it fromas far as the
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famly, because | knew the officials would be invol ved
wth the famly. And the followi ng day, | spoke to
Peggy again, and | said | wanted to be in touch with
the famly. She said to ne, no, | said to her,

didn’t want to ring because | knew that they would be

upset about the whole situation and | didn’'t want to

inpose. So, | said, | would wite a letter. And I

didn’t see any need for -- or anything like that. And
then later that day, | wote a letter, | was just about
to send it, | thought I will just check with Peggy and

speak to Peggy. Peggy, | have witten this letter, do
you think it would get there in tinme, because | am due
to leave for the U K on Minday and | would |ike to see
Paul , now that | know he is okay and alive. Well, |
didn’t know he was okay, but | knew that he was alive,
| would see the famly. Wat do you, wll it get there
intime sol can record it or registered mail? And
then this is a nine o' clock at night, she said to ne,
Kerry, have you not seen the news? Paul is awake and
he is asking to see you. And | am so overwhel ned. |
am so pleased that he renenbers. | nean, | knew he was
conscious and lucid, but I didn't know.

And that is, | then spoke to the famly
i mredi ately that and then was able to see himthe

follow ng day. Wich made ny day. MW whole life.
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And that is, | don’t knowif you wanted nme to
tal k anynore, Rob.

MR. JONES: No, that kind of covers it, Kerry.

What | would like to do is just kind of go
back to the scene a little bit, just verify things we
are already tal ked about --

M5. GRIFFITHS: Yes, of course.

MR. JONES: Wth other interviewees.

That was interesting, though, he was the
first, he was the first patient injured into Staten
| sl and University Hospital

M5. GRI FFI THS: Yes.

MR, JONES: Okay. So it sounds like, it
sounds like your way with the paranedics got himthere
pretty fast.

M5. GRIFFITHS: Oh, absolutely. | have got,
Rob, never in ny entire |life have | ever, ever felt so
conpel l ed and so conpassi onate and protective of
sonebody, you know, | haven't got children, you know, |
don’t even know if | could liken it to that, that you
have over a child, but all I knew was | had to protect
hi m and hand himback to his famly. And there was no
choice in the matter, he was the first person | saw
wWith his hands up in the air, who | |ooked at and |

said, can | help you? As far as | amaware, | think he
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asked ot her people, you would have to talk to Paul
about this, but this is fromwhat he, because we have
only spoken about it briefly, | think he asked other
peopl e and their response to himwas that help was on
its way.

And as far as the position of where he was in
t he boat, which I know woul d be inportant for you to
know, now, like |I say, he was the first person | saw,
there was a lot of -- to the right of ne, if there was
a diagramin front of me, it would be easier for nme to
be able to point out for you. And but, what | can say

is, is there was a | ady, nmaybe | ess than a neter

bet ween hi m and anot her | ady, there was another | ady.
And there was weckage all behind them And there was
wr eckage all to the right of them But, they were very
clear of the weckage. They were on the deck. | nean,
| was able to walk up to them wi thout wal ki ng over any
wr eckage.

Now, from what | have seen from a newspaper
and | didn't even know, when | wal ked onto the boat, |
wal ked up a flight of stairs, and wal ked al ong and went
to the right and sat down. Now, | didn’t know that
there was, if you walk a flight of stairs and you go
along the top, there is another set of stairs where you

wal kK down. Now, | didn’'t know t hat.
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Now, | seen footage that part of the stairway
was ripped in half. | have seen that footage. | have
spoken to Paul extrenely briefly, and the day we were
reunited, we were talking and | said to him can you
remenber this, can you renenber that, and renmenber this
and renenber that. And | said, how did you get to be
where you were? And he said to ne, he was on stairs.

So, this is only what | think, | can’t say for sure,
but it woul d naybe nake sense that he was on the
stairs, which obviously were affected by the disaster,
and he obviously | anded on the deck, and with the | ady.
Just, you know, he realized then when he wanted to,
when he obviously fell on the deck, he wanted to nove
and realized he didn't have any feet to be able to
nove. Because he told ne that.

He also told ne that he had hold of hima
woman, and that she was scream ng and he thought he was
hurting her, so he let go of her. And | don't know if
it is the woman who was near hi m when, you know, |
found him | don’t know. That are his words, and that
is ny version of what | saw

MR. JONES: Yeah. Yeah. Okay. Yeah, Pau
told us that when we first saw himthat next day, to
sonewhat and again, even that interview, | didn't want

to take too nuch of Paul’'s tine, because it was the
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very next norning and even though he wanted to talk,
wanted to give himsonme of a break. So, | was pl anning
on talking to himagain one of these days, when he is,
when he wants to, for sure.

M5. GRIFFITHS: Yes. Yes. | can tell you now,
Rob, | can tell you now, Rob, that, you know, his
story, you know, we were talking and then, | nean, it
is conpletely the sane.

MR, JONES: Yes.

M5. GRI FFI THS: You know, near enough, near
enough, you know. And | amnot, froma very brief
conversation, very, very brief.

MR, JONES: Well, just a couple of things
then, Kerry, because you have given nme, you know, your
whol e story and nore. And | really appreciate it.
Just, when you, after the accident --

M5. GRIFFITHS: Wen | --

MR. JONES: Yeah, after the vessel hit, you
were still up on that upper deck

M5. GRIFFITHS: Yes. | was on the upper deck,
yes, when the vessel hit, yes.

MR, JONES: And as you were naking your down,
did you hear any announcenents?

M5. GRIFFITHS: No. Not one.

MR. JONES: Not hi ng.
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M5. GRI FFI THS: Not hing. There was no, no
horn, no siren, nobody spoke. Nobody spoke the entire
time.

MR. JONES: And even if you can, | know you
were busy dealing with Paul.

M5. GRI FFI THS: Yes.

MR. JONES: After the fact, it took about,
just so you have a tine franme, it took about 20 m nutes
fromthe tinme of inpact to get the vessel back to the
dock where the first paranedics could get to you

M5. GRIFFITHS: Is that your understandi ng?

MR. JONES: Yeah, that is what we have pretty
cl ose to.

M5. GRIFFI THS: That sounds probably about
right, actually.

MR. JONES: So, doing that tine.

M5. GRI FFI THS: Yes.

MR. JONES: Now, | know you were working with
Paul , and doing right by him

M5. GRI FFI THS: Yes.

MR. JONES: You said a crew nenber, you had
asked a crew nenber about oxygen and he said there
wasn’t any.

M5. GRI FFI THS: There wasn’t any oxygen

onboard.
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MR. JONES: Now, did he cone over to assist
you or did you have to call himover, could you tell he
was a crew nmenber?

M5. CRIFFITHS: No, he told ne that there was
no oxygen onboard and | said, well, what have you got?

And he said, | don’t think a plaster is going to make
much di fference here.

MR, JONES: What did you nean by, a band-aid?
CRI FFI THS:  Yes.

JONES: Plastic is --

5 3 &

GRI FFI THS: Now, | know, | know it was a
crew nenber because they went and got ne the box of
pl asters.

MR. JONES: Ckay. And then was that --

M5. GRIFFITHS: So, it is going to be a crew
menber who told ne there was no oxygen, because they
went, they knew where to go.

MR. JONES: Ckay. So, it was, it was a crew
menber that went and got the nedical kit.

MS. GRIFFITHS: | presune so.

MR. JONES: Ckay. Okay. | know there is not
much in that kit that woul d have hel ped that situation.

M5. CRIFFITHS: No. No, there wasn't. There
wasn’t anything, there wasn’'t anything at all.

MR JONES: Yeah.

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
(301) 565- 0064



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

25

M5. GRIFFITHS: And there was no oxygen. And
thisis, thisis ny, ny, you know, if anything, you
know, at the end of the day, you know, it would have
been lovely, | didn’t even know that we weren't, we
hadn’t docked in the bay, so | didn't even know that we
were being noved fromthe inpact to the dock

MR JONES: Right.

M5. CRI FFI THS: But, Paul renmenbers, because
his line of vision was |ooking out.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

M5. GRIFFITHS: O the hole, you know, in the
side of the boat, whereas ny line of vision was Paul.

MR. JONES: Now do you --

M5. GRIFFITHS: But ---

MR. JONES: oing back to, do you renenber who
gave you the belt, Kerry or where you got the belt
fronf

M5. CRIFFITHS: No, no, | don’t. Al I
remenber is | asked, | went to use his belt, and | can
remenber himbeing in pain, and hurting, which would
coincide with the fact that he has got fractured, a
fractured pelvis.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

M5. CRIFFITHS: So, | then said, can | have a

belt? | had a belt, and whoever gave ne that belt, |
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can’'t even renenber because ny focus was on Paul, but,
whoever, | then had an assistant who |ifted himvery,
very gently while | put the belt underneath Paul, and
put the belt on.

MR. JONES: WAs that assistant, a passenger, a
crew nenber, an uniformed police or anybody?

M5. GRIFFITHS: | have got no idea. | didn't
even | ook at them

MR, JONES: Okay. But, if you had to judge
fromyour recollection, you said there weren’t too many
peopl e down t here.

M5. GRI FFI THS: No.

MR, JONES: So, woul d your perception be that
nmost of the ot her passengers unlike yourself remained
up on that other deck?

M5. GRIFFI THS: Yes, absolutely. 1In fact,
there was hardly anyone in the debris and all the
carnage, hardly anyone. Like |I say, when | first got
there, there was probably about five and people were
runni ng around, you know, there weren't any, there
weren’t anybody --

MR JONES: Right.

M5. GRIFFI THS: There was, you know, | didn't
know where everyone had gone. | have no idea where

peopl e had gone. Everybody, well, there was nobody
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where | was anyway, nobody. And |like | say, | have got
no i dea how big the boat was, and all | knewis | was
on the right side of the boat, | wal ked down the set of
stairs, | walked to the front in the aimof getting off
t he boat .

MR JONES: Right.

M5. CRI FFI THS: And cane across Paul

MR. JONES: Any uniforned police officers
goi ng, you know, trying to help others that you can
remenber ?

M5. CRIFFITHS: No, not that | can renmenber.
No, no, not at all. Not at all.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

M5. GRI FFI THS: Nobody stands out in ny m nd.
The gentl eman who was hel pi ng the | ady who was near
Paul, | can, | would renenber his face, if | saw him
again, well, I would do ny best to renenber his face,
because | can renenber | ooking at himand hi m being
extrenely distressed. And it being the two of us quite
sone tinme, and ne saying to him you know, cone on,
hang in there, and | can renenber giving himthe thunbs
up, thunbs up, saying you are doing a really good job
Stay there, stay there, stay with that woman, | know
she is hurting. And I know it is difficult, because |

was crying, | was upset. | nean, there were dead people
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around you. You know, there were bodies parts around
you, it was horrible. This poor wonman was scream ng.

| knew she was fatally injured. | knew that Paul was
critically injured. You know, it was an aw ul
situation to be in, but there was hardly anyone around.
And like | say, | could renenber at one point, at the
time when the oxygen arrived, a fireman or an anbul ance
man hit Paul’s foot, and | told himto back off. They
went to assist to the lady. And | protected his whole
body t hen.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

M5. CRI FFITHS: But, Paul, when |I found him
was conpletely conscious. He had his eyes open, he
was, he knew his nane, he told ne his address. He
never | ost consci ousness. Just before the oxygen
canme, he told ne, he was feeling a little bit
I i ght headed. And like |I say, about the oxygen,

couldn’t believe that there was no oxygen on the boat.

MR JONES: Well, | tell you --

M5. CRIFFITHS: | couldn't --

MR. JONES: | tell you what, Kerry, this |eads
us to a good point here, usually what we will ask
especially either crew nenbers or passengers |ike

yourself, or any injured, if there is any, any
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recommendati ons or anything you would |ike to see
changed that would help an incident like this, you
know, what woul d that be?

M5. GRIFFITHS: It would be oxygen, w thout
doubt. | am fromny own personal point of view, ny
own personal point of viewis on any kind of vessel
that carries that amount of people, you should have
crew nmenbers who are trained in first aid, who can
adm ni ster oxygen, who have sone sort of basic life
support training. | nean, | was |lucky enough, I, | had
advanced life support training. But, in that situation
all you needed was airway breathing, circulation. Now,
you, there is no point in |ooking at circulation if you
haven’'t got breathing. He was breathing, but with
br eat hi ng, you need oxygen and when a patient is
shocked. Now if that situation was to happen, you
know, it travels half of hour in the sea, if sonebody
had a heart attack, the first thing they would need is
to be supported wth oxygen because the heart is
deficient of oxygen. So, a crew nenber on that boat
shoul d be able to adm ni ster oxygen. So, w thout having
this di saster happen, oxygen should have been on that
boat. So, if anything, crew nenbers, you know, you
don’t have to have a doctor and you don’t have to

have i nterventi on.
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(Tape change.)
MR. JONES: Ckay. | appreciate that.
M5. GRIFFI THS: You know, that is ny, ny, and

you know, | gave an interview and to, is it the Staten

I sland - -

MR. JONES: Advance.

M5. CRI FFI THS: Advance.

MR, JONES: Yes.

M5. CRIFFITHS: The Staten |Island Advance the
day | left for the U K , because | wanted to say to a

thank you to Paul and his famly for |ooking after nme
the way that they did. The whol e support | had while
| was in America fromthe hospital, they provided ne
w th accommodation, they allowed ne to phone nmy nother
who was in Spain. | wanted to thank the, not the
paranedi cs, but the anmbul ance technicians. | wanted to
t hank all the doctors who saved his |ife and who tried
to save other people’s |ives and who saved the other
people’s lives on that ferry. | wanted to be able to
do that. And | wanted to say about the oxygen on the
boat, because | do think it was so inportant.

Now, the reporter, Melissa, asked ne if in ny
opinion if there was oxygen on that boat, at that tine,
if nore lives could have been saved. And ny response

was it is not for nme to say. Al | know is that
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oxygen woul d have been an extrenely val uable comuodity
to have had on that ferry, on that day, of that
di saster.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

M5. GRIFFITHS: | don’t think, you know, at
the end of the day, a | ot of enphasis has been placed
upon the tourniquet that kept Paul alive. But, in ny
mnd, if he hadn’t had the oxygen when he did, fromthe
anbul ance crew, you know, he woul d have began to slip
i nto unconsci ousness, you know, and I, and | think it
woul d have been a different story now.

MR. JONES: Ckay. And Kerry, just to, | think
we tal ked about this, but, when you gave put the
tourni quet on, both | egs together?

M5. GRIFFITHS: Both | egs were together.

MR. JONES: Wth one tourniquet. And what, up
on the thigh, is that how high it was?

M5. GRIFFITHS: It was just below his pelvis,
because he said, when | tried to renove his belt, he
said to ne, ow, so, that is when | thought, well, I
don’t want to cause himanynore hurt, so that is when
said about a belt, and like | say, | put a belt on and
| know with tourniquet that you can rel ease the
tourni quet and his blood flowis viable, it will reach

where it is suppose to go, regardless. But, | was
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concerned about the two | egs being strapped together
because both of his | egs were injured. So, there is
no point of you putting a tourniquet over one leg. It
woul d have to be over both to support his upper system
and keep that oxygen to his vital organs. But, like I
say, his system had shut down. His whole system that
is his body way of saying, | have been injured. And I
think the nature of his injuries as well, and well,

al so that, you know, it wasn’'t a profuse bl ood | oss.
Can you understand what | am saying? |If you, you know,
stab sonebody and then take the knife out and bl ood
starts squinting, you have got arterial flow, well, if
you apply direct pressure to that to stop it. This
wasn’'t the case of this situation. This was to support
hi s neasure.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

M5. GRI FFI THS: Ckay.

MR. JONES: Yeah, | amfollow ng you pretty
good, Kerry.

M5. GRI FFI THS: And, you know, | amextrenely,
extrenely upset about the whole situation. | w sh |
coul d have been nore for other people. But, |ike I
say, there, the decision was taken out of ny hands.
Paul , Paul was the first person | cane across and he

was the person | hel ped. | didn't really decide, I
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stayed with the whole tinme and | wanted to stay with
himthe whole tine. And | amso glad that he is alive.

MR. JONES: Yeah, and |I think you did the
right thing for all concerned, yourself and Paul .

M5. CRIFFITHS: Well, | don't knowif | did do
the right thing. | just have been honest with what |
have told you | did and whether it was the right thing
or not, you know, all | can say is that, you know, |
knew he needed oxygen, you know, and that was ny
priority. | didn't know how far we were away. And |
t hank God we got oxygen when we did.

MR. JONES: Yes. Well,

M5. GRIFFITHS: | think, you know, at the end
of the day, he is alive. And he is going to have a
different life, but his famly is so beautiful and so
wonderful, and they are so grateful that he is alive
and | really do think, you know, even though he is
going to have a different life, well, he is grateful to
be alive and he has just started his journey as com ng
to ternms with hinmself. And | amas well of this whole
tragi c accident. And, you know, | hope that, you know,
what | said to you now, you know, mnakes a difference
and if there is anything | can do in the future, then
just please, just ask.

MR. JONES: And the sanme here, Kerry. Any
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time you feel if you wanted to, you have got ny e-mail,
and you do have a phone nunber, but you can al ways
e-mai | somnet hi ng.

M5. GRI FFI THS: Yes.

MR. JONES: Whet her you, whether you just want
to ask a question or if you have sonething that you
remenber that you want to say, that would be fine, too

M5. GRIFFITHS: Yes. The other thing, Rob,
don’t know if you can help ne, | have spoken to M ke as
far as he said to ne about a | awer and things |ike
that, renenber | said to you | wasn’t sure if | was
able to talk to you without the presence of |awer and

M ke said to ne, no, you are a good guy, you know, you

are investigating, you know, as far as |, for ne, and,
you know, | have been to see a psychiatrist, | amon
medi cation nyself. | amgoing to terms with the

incident, nyself. And | amnot at work at the nonent.
It is too early to say whether | suffered from post

traumatic stress, or --

Now, what do | do? | know there is this
Maritime law, do | need to put in that claim what do |
do as far as a lawer is concerned? Do | need a | awer
who can do this for ne? Wat woul d your advice be?

MR JONES: Well, | can’'t really advise you

which way to go, Kerry, with regards to, you know, a
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legal, if you have a legal problem Wat | can do is
talk to one of our, |ike disaster assistance speciali st
and | can talk to themabout it and e-mail you back or
have them call you

M5. GRIFFI THS: Yes, please.

MR JONES: If you would like nme to just stay
withit, | can e-mail you back. But, | can't really
advi se you one way or another to, you know, seek any
type of |egal advice.

M5. CRIFFITHS: Yes. Because | don’'t know if,
you know, | hope to return to, you know, a normal |ife.

MR JONES: Right.

M5. CRI FFI THS: You know.

MR. JONES: Well, you know, if, you know, that
is for your own decision and, in talking wth your own

doctors and your famly, but at the sane tine, if you

foll ow the papers here at all, they have already added
up, it is about 1.3 billion dollars in lawsuits that
are --

M5. GRI FFI THS: No.

MR, JONES: Yes.

M5. GRI FFI THS: No.

MR. JONES: Anerica dollars.

MS. GRIFFITHS: Ch, my God.

MR. JONES: So, and a couple of those were
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peopl e that were not even physically injured, although,
you know, have other problens they are confronting.

But, anyway, | will, what | wll do is, you
know, you have asked the question, and I wll ask our
| egal, our transportation disaster system people, just
to, just to give you a background.

M5. GRI FFI THS: Yes.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

M5. GRIFFITHS: Well, what will happen, do |
need to go to court or anything? WII this happen in
the future?

MR, JONES: That, Kerry, | wouldn't, as far
as, as far as our side of it, it is not a court issue.
It is, this wouldn't end up in courts for the NTSB.

M5. GRI FFI THS: No.

MR. JONES: This, you know, the extent of our
i nvestigation is conducting phone calls with
your sel ves, or on scene with people and then we just
wite a report.

M5. GRI FFI THS: Yes.

MR. JONES: Anything el se outside of that,
woul d be, you know, if there was other people involved,

you know, | don’t know what the Espositos’ plans are.

M5. GRIFFI THS: Yeah, | know. | nean, they,
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they haven't got a |lawer as far as | amaware. | am
| e-mail on a daily basis to Mke, Paul’s dad.

MR. JONES: Right, | nean, so, unless, unless
soneone was to ask you to cone to court for a certain
reason, like the Espositos, if they wanted your, you
know, testinony.

M5. GRI FFI THS: Yes.

MR JONES: O that could, but that can al ways
been done, you know, over the phone, you know, sworn in
and stuff like that. | have seen that happen.

M5. ORI FFI THS: Yes.

MR. JONES: But, you know, that is all down
the road and that just depends upon each different
story as it is told.

M5. GRI FFI THS: Yes.

MR. JONES: And what ever you decide, too, you
know, if you wanted to seek any type of |egal counsel
on this.

M5. GRI FFI THS: Yes.

MR JONES: So.

M5. GRIFFITHS: Well, you know, just at the
moment, you know, | don’t know what ny outcone of ny
own sanity is going to be at the end of this, you know.

MR JONES: Right.

M5. GRIFFITHS: And so, you know - -

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
(301) 565- 0064



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

38

MR. JONES: And you know what, and truthfully,
Kerry, if you are still talking wwth M chael an awf ul
| ot, M chael Esposito.

M5. GRI FFI THS: Yes.

MR. JONES: You could probably talk to him
nore about that issue then ne, because | really can't
even send you down a path either way of what | think
you shoul d do.

M5. GRIFFITHS: Yes, | know what you are
sayi ng.

MR. JONES: That really has to conme from
yoursel f and where you are with regards to, you know,
how you feel about how this accident has affected you.

M5. GRIFFITHS: Yes. And it certainly has.
But, | wouldn’t change it for the world because Paul is
alive.

MR. JONES: Yes. And | think you had a big
part in the outconme of that, so, for what it is worth

M5. GRI FFI THS: Yes.

MR, JONES: | do appreciate your tine, though,
Kerry and | don’t want to take too nuch of it. Again,
you have got ny e-mail and e-nmail any tinme you need to.

M5. GRIFFI THS: Yes, no problem

MR, JONES: Ckay.

M5. ORI FFI THS: Yes.
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MR. JONES: Al right, well, thanks a |ot and
take care of yourself. | know this was quite, been
quite the --

M5. GRIFFITHS: Yes, yes, | hope, | hope you,
| hope you get to the bottomof this and I hope sone, |
don’t know if any good cone out of it, but, but, |
think people in a tragic circunstance they need to have
answers, don’'t they?

MR, JONES: That is true. And hopefully we
will be able to find the right ones.

M5. GRIFFITHS: Just to be able to help with
the grieving process and comng to terns.

MR. JONES: That is true.

M5. GRI FFI THS: Okay, Rob.

MR. JONES: Ckay, Kerry. Thanks again.

M5. GRIFFI THS: Bye now.

MR. JONES: All right, stay well.

(Wher eupon, the interview was concl uded.)
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