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PROCEEDI NGS

MR. TURRELL: Good norning. [It's Friday,
Novenber 7th. We're in the Cty DOT office of the
Staten Island Ferries interview ng M. Joseph Sel ch,
who was deck hand on the Staten Island Ferry October
15t h.

This is Morgan Turrell, NTSB Operations G oup
Chai r man.

To my right is?

MR. KOWP. Charles Konp (ph), Coast Guard
Marine | nvestigations, New York.

DETECTI VE HODY: Detective Anthony Hody (ph),
NYPD.

MR. DI STEFANO. N ck D Stefano (ph), Coast
Guard I nvestigative Services.

SPECI AL AGENT JUDI A:  Christine Judia (ph),
Coast CGuard I nvestigative Service.

MR, SELCH.  Deck Hand Joseph Sel ch

MR, TURRELL: And M. Selch, could you pl ease
spell your nane? Your |ast nane.

MR SELCH S-E-L-CH
TURRELL: And your age, sir?
SELCH: Sixty-three.

2 3 3

TURRELL: And pl ease acknow edge this is
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bei ng recorded.

MR, SELCH.  Yes.

MR, TURRELL: M. Selch, how | ong have you
worked at the Staten Island Ferries?

MR. SELCH. One year.

MR. TURRELL: COkay. And were you a deck hand
on the Andrew J. Barberi on October 15th?

MR. SELCH  Yes, sir.

MR. TURRELL: What was your assignnment on the
Bar beri that day?

MR. SELCH | was the | ookout from Manhattan
to Staten Island, and then ny job after that is to open
up on the New Jersey side to let the people off and on.

MR. TURRELL: On the Staten Island end?

MR. SELCH: On the Staten Island end.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay.

MR. SELCH  Also on the New York end, too.

I f you work the sal oon deck, you gotta open on both
ends.

MR. TURRELL: COkay. And before working at
the ferries, where -- where did you work before that?

MR SELCH | -- | was a |launch operator for
the sanitation at Fresh Kills Landfill.

MR, TURRELL: COkay. And will you refresh our

menori es now about when you were working the shift you
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were working for that period of that week -- had you
just returned to work on Tuesday or Wdnesday -- what
your work cycle was October 15th? Had you j ust

returned to work or had you been at work for a few

days?

MR, SELCH. | believe | worked for a couple
of days. It was Thursday?

MR. TURRELL: The accident was on Wdnesday.

MR. SELCH. Wednesday. One day.

MR. TURRELL: You returned to work on
Tuesday?

MR. SELCH. Yeah, Tuesday was the start of ny
week.

MR. TURRELL: Now, the weekend before was
Col unbus Day weekend. Do you recall what you did
Col unbus Day weekend?

MR. SELCH.  Col unbus Day weekend. | think
had a ni ce weekend that weekend. W did sonme shopping
and traveling. W drove around.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay.

MR SELCH MW wife and I, we go into New
Jersey a lot and drive around.

MR, TURRELL: Okay. And typically, when
you're -- when you're on -- on |leave or not worKking,

what's your sleep cycle |ike? Wat's your -- when you
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go to bed?

MR, SELCH. Basically about the sanme. | go
to bed around 10 to 11.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay.

MR. SELCH Normally get up around 7 in the
nor ni ng.

MR, TURRELL: Okay. And that was pretty much
true the day of the accident?

MR, SELCH:  Yes.

MR. TURRELL: COkay. And you were on the 1:30
to 9:30 shift that day?

MR SELCH 1:30 to 9: 30.

MR, TURRELL: Okay. Joseph, please take us
back to October 15th, and just give us, if you would, a
narrative description of what happened fromthe New
York to Staten Island run.

MR. SELCH Al right. After the passengers
boarded, closed the gates. W opened chain. And |
wal ked to the other end of the -- to the Staten Island
end of the boat. | had a door that | had tied up
earlier because it was broken. Just nade sure it was
tied because it was a wndy day and that's why we tried
it, because it was -- afraid sonebody would get hurt
withit. And it was tied.

Then | went up to the pilothouse. | got into
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t he pil othouse roughly just before the assistant

captain was ready to nmake the turn headi ng down towards

Staten Island. | got there just, you know, a hair

later than | usually do because | checked that rope.
And we -- | sat in ny seat, and they have a

stool up there for the |ookout. And | was talking with

Captain Smth, and we were tal king about wi nd and the

weather. And | was telling himabout work -- when

was working on the oil rigs, how sone of the bad

weat her that we had there and everything. W just

tal ked back and forth |ike that.

And then when we got to the KV Buoy, | went

downstairs. | told Captain Smth, see you later, |I'm
going -- |I'mgoing down and make sonme noney for the
conpany. | say silly things Iike that to him you
know. | gotta earn ny pay, you know, things |ike that

| tell him And he says, okay, see you |later.

And | went down -- | went down. And as | was
untying the -- the door, I'mlooking and | see that
we're not heading for the slips and we haven't -- then

| realized we didn't slow dowmn. And | said to nyself
-- even if he did throwit in reverse now, we're
going to have a problemhere. So | started telling the
peopl e, get back. So | was chasing the people to the

other end of the boat as fast as we coul d.
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At the -- when | realized we were going to
hit, there was one gentleman that was up there but ran
up there with ne. And | grabbed himand |I held onto
the banister railing there. And we didn't cone to a
stop. W just kept going. | says -- so then | got --
| saw that we didn't -- because | was afraid we were
going to get thrown off the front.

So then we ran and got himdown the stairs
and we just kept chasing people down. Just keep
chasing people to the back. They kept wanting to go
t here because they -- that's the end they get off.
That's what they were thinking; they're getting off.
I"mtelling themto get to the other end.

And | turned around and | |ooked and | --
wow, oh ny God, the whole staircase was gone.
couldn't believe it. And it was all weckage and one
body there and a lady with her head torn off. And I
just kept trying to keep the people back. | had a
coupl e of passengers that wanted to stay on the side
there and hel p nme because -- going back and forth. And
then sonme people were com ng down fromupstairs. So |
had to keep them novi ng.

So | guess nost of ny job there was just
keepi ng the people away from | ooki ng down t hat

staircase or going down it because there was no
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staircase.

And at one point there when | turned around |
saw the Captain Richie Smth going down the ranp, down
the -- there was one piece of staircase that was left,
alittle piece of it, and the rest of it was w eckage.

And he was going down there, and | told himto be
careful, don't go down there. | thought he'd get hurt.
But he just |ooked -- he | ooked at what was the damage
and what not |ike that, and he had to see the | ady
because she was right there. And then he went down the
-- clinbed down the rest of the weckage and went
around the side, and | didn't see himafter that.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay.

MR. SELCH. And the rest of nmy tine was
i nvol ved with just keeping people fromwal king up
there. People were panicking, putting on life jackets
and everyt hi ng.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay.

MR. SELCH  That's about it.

MR. TURRELL: Now, let's go back to when you
were on the bridge and you were tal king to Captain
Smth. Dd Captain Smth ever relate to you he was
having any difficulties or having any nedical problens?

MR. SELCH  No, sir.

MR. TURRELL: Did he relate to you that he
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was having any sort of seizure or a slurred -- was
t here anyt hing about his speech that was slurred or
anyt hi ng?

MR, SELCH: No.

MR. TURRELL: So from what you're -- your
experience, it was a fairly normal trip up to the tine
you |l eft the bridge?

MR SELCH It was a normal trip, yes.

MR. TURRELL: Wre -- was there anyone el se
on the bridge that day fromWitehall to Staten |Island?

MR. SELCH.  Sonebody was sitting in the seat,
in the settee, whatever they called it. But when | got
up to leave, | never | ooked down into the seat and |
don't know who was sitting there.

MR. TURRELL: So when the person that was
sitting on the settee, when they cane to the bridge,

t hey never announced their presence?

MR. SELCH | don't remenber. | don't --
really truthfully don't renenber.

MR. TURRELL: And do you recall what the
person may have been doing there on the settee?

MR. SELCH. Readi ng.

MR, TURRELL: Okay. Wre they -- do you
recall if they were reading a book, reading a nmagazi ne?

MR SELCH  No.
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MR. TURRELL: COkay. Do you recall ever
seeing Captain M chael Gansas on the bridge?

MR. SELCH No, | can't swear to it that he
was there.

MR, TURRELL: Well, let ne ask you this. Dd
you have any conversations with Captain Gansas when you
were on the bridge?

MR. SELCH  No, sir.

MR. TURRELL: Can you tell nme what Captain
Smth was wearing that day, what you recall Captain
Smth wearing?

MR. SELCH He was wearing his white shirt,
bl ack pants. He -- no tie. He had to be wearing bl ack
shoes.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. So Captain Smth was
wearing a white shirt, black pants, and no tie, is that
correct?

SELCH: No tie.
TURRELL: Ckay.

2 3 3

SELCH: And he had his -- on his shirt.

MR. TURRELL: Can you tell us if -- when you
went down to sal oon deck and then later the main, can
you give us an estimation fromyour experience how many
peopl e were on board the ferry that day?

MR SELCH It's -- it's really hard to say
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because when you're on the deck and they first cone on,
it always seens |like a lot. But then when you go to
your deck, you know, it's not that -- it's not -- it's
not really that nmany people.

MR. TURRELL: Can you tell nme which deck had
nore people on it?

MR, SELCH It's usually the sal oon deck and
the bridge deck that has the nobst people on it, except
for rush hour. Rush hour, like the 5:15 will have a
| ot of people downstairs.

MR, TURRELL: Okay. So when you cane out of
the bridge and you | ooked on the bridge deck, was the
bridge deck full or busy or not so busy?

MR. SELCH It | ooked like it would be
sonet hing normal, be maybe -- maybe 100 people up there

MR. TURRELL: Ckay.

MR, SELCH. -- because people like to | ook at
t he, you know, the one side, the Jersey side because
they could see the Statue of Liberty, is what nost of
the tourists take that ride for.

MR. TURRELL: And then, so the sal oon deck
was the busiest of the three decks?

MR, SELCH | would say the sal oon deck was

t he busi est.
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MR. TURRELL: So when you left the bridge --
or if you can think back, when you were just talking to
Captain Smth about, |I'mgoing to make sonme noney for
t he conpany, or whatever you said, can you tell us
where the vessel was headed?

MR. SELCH It was headi ng nornal .

MR. TURRELL: Ckay.

MR. SELCH. | would say nornmal.

MR. TURRELL: Had the -- had the vessel
turned at the KV Buoy yet or was it shaping up for its
approach, do you recall any?

MR, SELCH. It | ooked |ike he was nmaking, you
know, a normal --

MR. TURRELL: Ckay.

MR. SELCH  -- approach.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. Can you tell us where
the KV Buoy was? Did you visually see the buoy?

MR, SELCH.  Yes.

MR. TURRELL: So the vessel abeam of the buoy
when you left?

MR SELCH When | left it was just -- well,
by the time | -- got down to the -- | slide down the --
the staircase. It was just -- just passing it, so it
had to be just off our stern by the tine | got down to

t he bottom
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MR. TURRELL: Okay. And from your
recollection, was it in the nornmal place it usually was
when you passed the KV Buoy? Was it off the sane
di stance? Was it further away?

MR. SELCH | would say it was nornal .

MR, TURRELL: Nornmal .

MR. SELCH. Because there was no traffic.
Normally, if there's traffic, sonetinmes they cut inside
of it, sometinmes they go way around it. But there was
no traffic because | |ooked out both -- both sides
before I went down. The -- was clear. Going down to
make sone noney for the conpany, and he said, okay, see
you |later. And then | shot down the stairs.

MR. TURRELL: And when you left the bridge,

the vessel was proceeding at nornal speed, or transit

speed?

MR SELCH It was, yes.

MR, TURRELL: And the visibility was good
t hat day?

MR. SELCH  Excel |l ent.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay.

MR, SELCH.  Just sun glare, but you know.
And wi ndy.

MR. TURRELL: Did Captain Smth, when you
were tal king about the wnd and -- and departing
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Whitehall, did he express any difficulty steering --

MR, SELCH: No.

MR. TURRELL: ~-- or have any problens with
the wwnd at all?

MR, SELCH. No. He nmade a | anding before
that. There was a trip before that. There was no
problemw th the landing at all.

MR. TURRELL: Do you recall if Captain Smth
on the short tinme you were on the bridge there, about
15, 10 m nutes about, perhaps. Do you recall if there
was any radi o transm ssions, any -- any calls, or did
Captain Smth use the radio?

MR. SELCH. | can't renenber any for sure.

MR. TURRELL: Do you recall if anyone el se
was on the bridge that day as far as com ng up or back
or was there anyone else to your recollection on the
bri dge that day?

MR, SELCH: No.

MR, TURRELL: Ckay. I'Il -- 1"I1 allow M.
Konp to ask you questions now.

MR. KOWP: You -- the conversation you were
having with himin the pil othouse was pretty nuch
centered around the weather that day?

MR. SELCH Yes. | was telling himabout --

| had a job working a stand-by boat for the oil rigs
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that were off New Jersey there. They were working like
100 m |l es of fshore.

MR KOWP:  Mm hmm

MR. SELCH. And telling himabout sone of the
weat her, how the, you know, how the weat her was nasty.
The boat | was on, it was 100-foot, so we had w nd
sonetinmes there 70, 80 mles an hour, 90 mles an hour
a couple of tines. One tine it was 120. W took a
pretty good beating, you know, in a 100-foot boat.

MR KOWP:  Mm hmm

MR. SELCH  And you know, he's -- you know,
then he told nme sonme tugboat stories, you know, about
the wind, you know. W were just having a regul ar
conversation

MR, KOWP: So when you |left the sal oon deck
or you left Wiitehall on the sal oon deck, you went down
to the Staten Island end and nade sure that the doors
were tied shut because they were --

MR. SELCH  Yeah. The one door.

MR. KOWP: The one --

MR. SELCH -- two doors. | tied them
t hrough the handl e bar.

MR. KOWP: How | ong had you been -- how | ong
had you been doing that?

MR. SELCH  That was the -- that was the
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first tinme. Mate Rush gave ne a piece of rope when

was going to Manhattan because | told himabout it. So
he went down to |look at it, and then he cane back wth
a piece of rope that he had, | guess, in a | ocker or
sonething up there. And he told nme, he said, just tie
it shut. He says, the maintenance nen will cone on
when we get to Staten Island and they'll check it.
They' Il either fix it or whatever they do.

Usual Iy, if sonething breaks, the maintenance
men will cone on and ride the boat to Manhattan and
back, you know, to bring tools and stuff that they'll
need to fix it.

And that's it. | just tied that door up.

And then | went up to the pilothouse.

MR, KOWP: (Ckay. And so would you say you
got to the pilothouse a little later than you normally
woul d have?

MR. SELCH. Yeah, a couple of mnutes |ater.

MR. KOWP: Ckay. And then, when you went to
| eave to go down to open the doors, open the gates, get
ready for your docking, you nornmally -- where's the
poi nt where you decided, it's like time for me to go
down?

MR, SELCH. Fromthe KV Buoy, and sonetines,

you know, I'Il -- I"Il stay there a little |onger, you
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know, till we get |ike alnost halfway in, you know.
And then sonetines -- nost of the time | go down right
awnay.

MR KOWP:  Mm hmm

MR. SELCH. That -- that particular run, it's
usually clear. The traffic going in and out of the
kills is, you know, usually clear.

MR KOW: Mnhmm So the KV Buoy is
generally -- it's like where you begin to think about
goi ng down?

MR SELCH Right.

MR. KOWP: And this particular run you went
down right at approxi mately the KV Buoy?

MR. SELCH Yes. | -- 1 -- yes. \Wen the
buoy was abeamof nme, that's ny -- | was | ooking out
that New Jersey side, and then | said goodbye to Richie
and | slid down the stairs.

MR, KOWP. (Okay. And one person up there,
not sure who it was. How long had they been up there?

Do you recall?

MR. SELCH | don't -- | don't renmenber.
don't recall

MR. KOWP: Ckay. That's all | have.

MR. SELCH. They're telling nme it was --

sonebody -- they told ne it was Rush that was up there,
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the lawer for the -- but | can't -- | can't -- | don't
remenber himcomng up there. | think | was into ny
stupid story with talking with the captain.

MR KOWP:  Mm hmm

MR SELCH  And | didn't realize that he cane
up there.

MR. KOW: And he was -- he was talking, too,
t hough, was he?

MR, SELCH | really don't renenber. | swear
| don't renenber.

MR. KOWP: Ckay. That's all | have.

MR. TURRELL: Detective Hody?

DETECTI VE HODY: After the accident, you said
you were on the staircase on the Staten |sland end?

MR SELCH Well, in the mddle. | was in
the mddle of the boat. There's a long, big staircase
going down to the main deck. And that was all gone, so
| didn't want -- people were trying to cone to the
front. They -- because they -- that's the end they get
off. And couldn't get it through their heads that if
they're going to get off, they're going to get off on
the other end, you know. And | didn't want themto see
the weckage and I didn't want themto see the body.

DETECTI VE HODY: So then you stayed at the

top of the stairs, which would be the sal oon deck then,
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right?

MR SELCH | was on the sal oon deck at the
top of where the stairs were going down to the main
deck, yes, sir.

DETECTI VE HODY: And that's where you seen
Smth go down?

MR, SELCH. Yes. Wuen | was talking -- sone
| ady just wanted to go up and get off. | told her,
she's not getting off over there. And | was talking to
her and told her, | said, if you' re going to get off,
you' ve got to go to the other end of the boat and
you'll get off. And then that's when | turned around
and | saw Smth going down the stairs.

DETECTI VE HODY: Did Smith cone back up again

after a short while?

MR, SELCH | don't know. | -- running back
and forth. A couple -- like | said, a couple of people
came down fromupstairs and there was still people

trying to cone up that way.

DETECTI VE HODY: Wen Smth went down, did
you observe any bl ood on hinf?

MR. SELCH  No, sir.

DETECTI VE HODY: And Gansas you never seen
after the accident, either?

MR SELCH: | seen Gansas at the -- he was on
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the -- on the dock. The police had the rest of the
crew because by the tinme the people finally got up,
was j ust making sure everybody got off. | was wal ki ng
back and forth.

DETECTI VE HODY: Onh, that's when the boat was
at the slip?

MR, SELCH. Yeah. W were tied up into the
slip already, and they had the crew on the side there.

And | was asking, you know, is everybody all right,
you know, you know. And they said, yeah, everybody was
okay.

DETECTI VE HODY: You didn't feel the engine
shut down once you went downstairs after the --

MR. SELCH  No, sir. No, sir. | just -- |
just automatically, you know, take it for granted that
he's doing his thing, you know And | talked to a
couple of custoners -- the passengers, | nean. Do what

| do, you know. |It's sonething that's so routine it's

-- it's -- it was silly, you know.

| untied the rope, | realized that the boat
didn't slow down. |I'mlooking; | said, oh ny God. You
know, | knew sonet hing was goi ng to happen, so the main
thing was to get the passengers back, | felt.

DETECTI VE HODY: That's all | have.

MR, TURRELL: M. D Stefano?
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MR. DI STEFANO. Now, do you recall Captain

Sm th maki ng any passing arrangenents? Well, when he
-- during the transit --

MR, SELCH If | say sonmething -- if | say
sonething, | don't renenber exactly.

MR DI STEFANO D d you alert himto any
traffic that he woul d have to make passing arrangenents
(1 naudi bl e) ?

MR, SELCH. No, but there's a couple of

things that stick in ny head but it's not -- it's not
for sure. W had a crossing. | don't know what was
the day before or if we had a car -- train -- tugboat,

a barge with trains on it cut across. And | think we
had to sl ow down. W slowed down for themto get
(it naudi ble) but I can't remenber if it was that trip.

And we al so had a tug com ng out of the back
channel, and he -- he wanted to -- he wanted to stay on
the Statue of Liberty side. And we just gave hima
l[ittle bit of room Now, | don't knowif it was that
day. | -- 1 really can't say.

And this is all around that 27 -- the tug
that went -- canme fromthe 28 crossed to the 27, and
you go into the back channel there. And the other guy
cane straight out of the back channels and went north.

And | can't renmenber if it was that trip, though
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MR, DI STEFANO. So a tug with a train barge

and a tug comng from Staten -- fromthe Statue of
Li berty, but you don't know if that -- that was --
MR, SELCH | can't renenber (inaudible.)

MR. DI STEFANO (I naudible.)

MR, SELCH | don't knowif it was the day
before or that day.

MR. DI STEFANO. Do you renenber, though, if
it was Captain Smth, though, that was at the helm --

MR, SELCH:  Yes.

MR. DI STEFANO -- when this was goi ng on?

MR, SELCH:  Yes.

MR. DI STEFANO Wen you went down fromthe
pi |l ot house to your station and you first noticed that
the vessel was -- that there was a problem it wasn't
sl ow ng down and that there was going to be a problem
where were you standi ng? Were exactly where you?

MR. SELCH. R ght in the front -- right by
t he doors. The --

MR. DI STEFANO Were you outside?

MR. SELCH. No, | was untying the door. |
untied the door, and then when | opened it up, | saw
that we were heading away fromthe slip.

MR. DI STEFANO Okay. So you never went out

on the -- on the --
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MR. SELCH. Yes, to get the people back.

Wen | realized we were going to hit, | told the people
MR. DI STEFANO. -- there were people --
MR, SELCH. -- there were peopl e standi ng out
t here.
MR. DI STEFANO -- already out there

That's right. You're right. That's where they go.

MR. SELCH. They were standing out there.

MR. DI STEFANO And you got them back?

MR, SELCH:  Yes.

MR. DI STEFANO And then, just for nmy own
clarification, I know you told Mdrgan that the KV Buoy
was abeam of the vessel. Was that starboard side?
What do you nmean exactly? Like, when you were sitting
in the stool in the pilothouse and -- and you see --

MR, SELCH It was the New Jersey side.

MR. DI STEFANO It would be the -- the

starboard side. At what point was it, just even with

the -- even with the bow, m d-ship?
MR. SELCH It was even -- it was even with
t he pil othouse door when | -- when | nade ny exit.

MR. DI STEFANO Wen you nmade your exit.
MR. SELCH. By the tinme | got downstairs it

had to just clear it.
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MR. DI STEFANO And that's the normal tine
-- normal -- that's pretty nuch -- that's normal tine
when you woul d go --

MR, SELCH:  Yes.

MR. DI STEFANO -- bel ow?

And | had just one other question. The
person who was sitting reading, did you know -- if that
person was already there when you went up to do your
| ookout duties or canme in with -- you know, when you're
wal ki ng up, as you're going to that stool which is on
the same side --

MR SELCH Right.

MR. DI STEFANO -- as the settee is, it's
just in front of it, you -- you' d have to pass in front
of the -- in front of the settee to step up on the
platform --

MR SELCH Right.

MR DI STEFANO -- to sit in the stool. Do
you recall if that person was already there in the
seat ?

MR SELCH | -- 1 think it's sonebody there,
but there was -- there was -- there could have been

nobody there. There could have been nobody there at
that tinme then

MR. DI STEFANO Okay. | think that -- that
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person canme up after you were already in the stool ?

MR. SELCH. | know there was sonebody sitting
there when | left.

MR. DI STEFANO Wen you left.

MR, SELCH. But | never | ooked at the person.

MR. DI STEFANO. You -- you recall the person
was -- was not there, though, when you -- when you went

to step (inaudible)?

MR. SELCH. |'m al nost positive now that
there was -- there was no -- nobody sitting there.
MR. DI STEFANG. That's all | have. Thanks.

SPECI AL AGENT JUDIA: M. Selch, do you have
any know edge of any standard operating procedures
requiring that two people be in the pil othouse when
docki ng?

MR, SELCH It's supposed to be a rule.
believe that's what they said; both captains are
supposed to be in the room

SPECI AL AGENT JUDI A: Who said that?

MR. SELCH | -- just general know edge that
| thought was supposed to be, you know, what it's
supposed to be.

MR. TURRELL: Prior to the accident, is that
correct? Prior to the accident?

MR. SELCH: Prior to the accident.
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MR. TURRELL: Right.

SPECI AL AGENT JUDIA: Ckay. And general
knowl edge. Just try to renmenber where you got this
information from

MR, SELCH  Just the fact that they're
usual ly back and forth there all the tinme. You know,
the regular captain that's on there is always in and
out, you know. He's always in there. | know Smth is
al ways up at the other end.

SPECI AL AGENT JUDI A: But were you ever
i ssued anything in witing or a nmenorandum from DOT?

MR, SELCH. No. No.

SPECI AL AGENT JUDI A: Okay.

PARTI Cl PANT: 1've got one.

MR, SELCH. Not that | believe, you know.

PARTI CI PANT: Joe, do you recall a year --
when you were hired a year ago, would that be Cctober
Novenber ?

MR. SELCH  Cctober 28th.

PARTI Cl PANT: COctober 28th. Do you recal
who -- who trained you?

MR. SELCH  Who trained nme?

PARTI Cl PANT: -- your duties? Yeah. W was
your -- who was -- who trained you in what you have to
do?
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MR. SELCH We were put on different boats.
They -- there was five -- five of us? -- five of us.
And we'd go onto one boat for a while, and then we'd --
you know, they'd send us back and forth --

PARTI Cl PANT: Al five of you together?

MR, SELCH. The first day, yes. W |aunched
a boat, we rode the boat, we all took turns rowing. It
was on the Kennedy, | believe, and one of the -- one of
t he deck hands that was on -- an experienced deck hand,
he -- he went in the boat with us and we did the
row ng, the two nen, and we had the extra man and about
-- himjust to make sure that, you know, we knew what
we wer e doi ng.

PARTI CI PANT: \What about, you know, duties as
| ookout, deck hand, and the difference -- the different
deck hand assignnents that we would -- that you would
have on the various ends of the vessel?

MR. SELCH  Each boat has a different -- wait
a mnute. | was given sonething. | was given papers.

| was given sonething. The Kennedy class and the
Barberi class and | think the Austin class. And it
told you what ny duties were as a deck hand. Wat ny
duties were as a deck hand. | didn't read nothing
about a mate or a captain. It was ny duties as a deck

hand, where |I'm supposed to be each --
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SPECI AL AGENT JUDIA: Was it that?

MR, SELCH. (Pause) No.

SPECI AL AGENT JUDIA: O maybe that?

MR. SELCH  (Pause) | don't believe it was
this, either. No, all it -- all -- no, it wasn't this,
either. | renmenber it was nore of a -- it didn't have
like an official cover onit. It had |like an -- naybe
sonething like this, but it wasn't -- it definitely
wasn't this, either.

PARTI Cl PANT: But the content of the form if
you | ook at your position, which is the deck hand.

MR, SELCH. (Pause) Deck hand.

PARTI Cl PANT: Can you tell us if the content
is simlar to what you saw?

MR SELCH  No, because | even told them
today this is wong.

PARTI Cl PANT:  Ckay.

MR SELCH Deck Hand 2 is the deck hand on
the Jersey side, and Deck Hand 3 is on the Brooklyn
side. This -- | signed for this today. | got that --

(I'nterruption)

MR. TURRELL: Go ahead.

MR. SELCH It was sonething like this. And
it said Deck Hand 1, Deck Hand 2, Deck Hand 3, Deck
Hand 4.

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
(301) 565- 0064



© 00 N oo o A~ w NP

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R
g N W N P O © O N O OO M W N B O

29

(I'nterruption)

MR. TURRELL: Go ahead.

MR. SELCH. And it told you that the -- where
your fire station was, and Deck Hand 1 was -- he had to
report here and here, and he manned the hose in the
fire tank and all this. Deck Hand 2 brought down the
fire extinguisher and, you know, |ike that.

PARTI Cl PANT:  Ckay.

MR, SELCH. And it didn't have anythi ng about
-- | don't believe it had anything about a |ookout. It
was just normal. Matter of fact, my first | ookout, |
had to get called up to the pilothouse. The captain
called nme up. You know, | didn't realize it was ny job
on ny first trip.

PARTI Cl PANT: And, Joe, do you recall who it
was who assigned you to this group, who it was that you
dealt with in the -- in the operation here -- the new

-- the new enpl oyees and -- and directed them what
their training was and told them how it would work on
the vessel and told themwho to report to? W was it
that -- that handl ed -- handl ed that?

MR SELCH | believe it was --

PARTI Cl PANT: At the beginning.

MR, SELCH. -- a conbination of Joey Cock
(ph) and --
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PARTI CI PANT: He's a fore captain?

MR. SELCH  Yes, sir. And John Walden. He
woul d say, you know -- a couple of tinmes he would say

-- you know, when he cane in, you usually had to go
into that office, the dock office, and they would tel
you, well, go here and -- and you'll take a ride on
this boat and you'll see what, you know, what it is,
and |ike that.

One day they had us stay at the dock and use
the bridges and aprons and, you know -- a thing -- they
had you try all the -- they had you doing all the
different | obs.

PARTI Cl PANT: Al the different jobs?

MR. SELCH Al the different jobs.

PARTI CI PANT: Wul d you say that during your
period of training -- which, by the way, how | ong was
the period of training before you were on your own?

MR. SELCH I'mnot sure. | think it was
four or five days.

PARTI Cl PANT: And during that tinme, did --

MR, SELCH It was four days. It was regular
work -- regular type work week.

PARTI Cl PANT: Four days?

MR. SELCH  Yeah.

PARTI Cl PANT: And during that tinme, you
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weren't on your own; you were assigned to work with the
ot her deck hands or observe?

MR. SELCH  Yeah. A deck hand woul d either
show you or, you know.

PARTI Cl PANT: And during that four days, you
rotated all the different deck hand positions at
different --

MR, SELCH  Yes, sir. Wll, not -- yeah.
Just about. You know, you got a rough idea on the
boat. You know, how you --

PARTI Cl PANT: Plus the term nal operation?

MR. SELCH Plus the term nal operation.

PARTI Cl PANT: Mai n deck and sal oon deck?

MR. SELCH. Yeah, and then they --

PARTI CI PANT:  Hookup and - -

MR. SELCH And they had us do a few -- a
fire drill. They had us man a hose and, you know, I|ike
| said, put alife boat in the water and row.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. Christine, any nore?

SPECI AL AGENT JUDI A: (I naudi bl e)

MR. TURRELL: Can you give us a rough tine
fromyour -- fromyour understanding what tine this
acci dent occurred? The tine?

MR. SELCH  The tinme?

MR. TURRELL: When you felt the collision --
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al I'ision.

MR. SELCH No, | couldn't.

MR. TURRELL: COkay. Do you recall the
bridge, if the windows were open or closed? It was a
wi ndy day. Do you recall if the bridge doors or
w ndows were open?

MR. SELCH It wasn't closed. Sonetines the
-- the pilothouse front wndow, he opens it a little
bit. | can't -- | can't renenber if it was shut al
the way or if it was still cracked a little bit.

MR. TURRELL: Do you recall if the bridge was

its normal tenperature or stuffy or hot?

MR SELCH | find the whole boat to be hot,
myself. You know, | find -- even in the wintertine |
wear a very light -- like a wind breaker, kind of |ike

a coach's jacket in the wnter.

MR. TURRELL: When you were talking with
Captain Smth, do you recall if he was sitting or
st andi ng?

MR. SELCH. He was sitting.

MR. TURRELL: WAs he confortably seated? Was
he --

MR. SELCH. Very confortable.

MR. TURRELL: WAs he -- do you recall if he

was sitting backwards or was he sitting sort of
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f orwar ds?

MR. SELCH  Sitting normal. Sitting --

MR TURRELL: Upright?

MR. SELCH -- normal. Matter of fact, when
| ride with him | usually nove ny stool up closer --
closer to him

MR. TURRELL: And does he normally have his
hands -- both hands on the controls, or is he kind of a
one- handed person?

MR. SELCH. There's no controls, just a
steering --

MR. TURRELL: Steering.

MR, SELCH. That's all he actually has to do.

He just reaches. Pretty easy.

MR. TURRELL: Could you read a book and steer
at the sane tinme?

MR, SELCH: No.

MR, TURRELL: You didn't see himreading a
book at all or --

MR. SELCH  No, but he does read. | know he
does read. Usually takes his -- he's got a -- he
usual ly has a book with himand he usually takes it to
the other pilothouse with him O he'll read a
newspaper or sonething like that.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. So in his normal -- when
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he was not piloting, he mght be at the pilothouse with
t he captain readi ng or sonethi ng?

MR. SELCH Yes. He usually sits in the
settee right in the corner.

MR. TURRELL: COkay. And can you tell us
again fromyour recollection where exactly you were
when you realized the ship had hit the pier?

MR. SELCH | was holding onto -- to the
railing on ny -- by ny station up by the aprons, where
t he aprons woul d cone down.

MR TURRELL: And that was on the sal oon

deck?

MR. SELCH  Sal oon deck.

MR. TURRELL: Do you recall just -- | know
you sai d you pushed sonme people back. Do you recall if

everyone had left that area and it was just yourself

and anot her crew nenber? Do you recall who was there?

MR SELCH It was -- as far as | can
remenber, | chased everybody -- everybody was out of
the front. | don't know if anybody could have cone

down fromthe bridge. There's a door on the side,
there's awall. | don't know if anybody canme down from
the bridge deck on that side. But | got everybody back
and they -- up the ranp on the bridge deck, just

telling everybody to get back. And there was one guy
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that | grabbed because he was trying to hide behind a
pole and | knewif we -- you know, if we went forward,
he --

MR, TURRELL: Sure.

MR. SELCH. So | grabbed himand I held onto
the rail, and when we didn't stop, you know, | just --
| got himdown the stairs quick and we got everybody
running forward as fast as they coul d.

MR. TURRELL: WAs this person a young person?

MR. SELCH He was an ol der man.

MR. TURRELL: So there weren't any brave
soul s that you could see hanging out at the bow there
hol di ng on?

MR. SELCH  No, sir.

MR. TURRELL: Did you ever hear any al arns,
whi stles, or any warning signals whatsoever?

MR. SELCH  No, sir.

MR. TURRELL: And did you -- when -- when you
| ooked out and you realized the ship was going to hit
the pier, can you tell us, if you | ook straight out on
the bow, if the pier was com ng at an angle or com ng
straight on to the ship?

MR. SELCH  An angl e.

MR. TURRELL: COkay. So can you tell us where

the pier was in relation to --
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MR. SELCH It just was a pier. W were
comng at it like this, at an angle.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay.

MR. SELCH  WMatter of fact, at one tinme it
| ooked |i ke we were going to hit the center of it. |
t hought we were going to hit the center of it. That's
when | grabbed that guy and | held on, because | was
afraid we were going to all get -- you know, we were
going to cone to a dead stop and we were all going to
get throwmn. And | figured that gate and everything is
not going to stop us, either, you know. W'Il go right
-- right over it or through it or whatever.

MR, TURRELL: So it | ooked, when you | ooked
out, that it was actually going to hit -- if this is
the middle --

MR. SELCH. More to the center, yes.

MR. TURRELL: So the only time you saw
Capt ai n Gansas, to your recollection, was on the deck
after the accident, is that --

MR. SELCH  After the accident, and in -- in
t he New York pil othouse when we were going to New York

| was the | ookout there, too.

MR. TURRELL: | have no further questions.
Anyone el se?

MR. DI STEFANG  Yeah, just a couple.
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MR, TURRELL: N ck.

MR. DI STEFANO Do you recall what part of
the bow struck first? Was it direct, or was it to the
right?

MR SELCH | would say it was al nbst center,
but just favoring to the right a little bit.

MR. DI STEFANO And when you left the
pi |l ot house to go downstairs, was Smth still sitting?

MR, SELCH. | believe he got up. | believe
he stood up because that's what he usually does. He
stands up. | believe he did get up; | believe he did
get up, stand up

MR, TURRELL: And that's -- he stood up to
acknow edge you leaving, to talk to you?

MR SELCH | -- | don't know.

MR. TURRELL: But you believe he stood up?

MR, SELCH. | believe he stood up.

MR. DI STEFANO You said that he said --
when you left, the last thing he said was -- and he was
the last to speak. He said, okay, see you |later.

MR, SELCH.  Ckay, see you |l ater.

MR. DI STEFANO  Were those his exact words
as you recall? And then, at that point, was he
standing or sitting?

MR, SELCH |I'mtrying to renmenber. | went
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tothe rail -- | think he got up. | believe he stood
up; | believe he stood up.

MR. DI STEFANO. And when he was piloting the
boat across prior to that and he was sitting, did he
have his feet up on the control panel? | know sone of
the --

MR. SELCH.  Sonetines they do, sonetinmes they
don't. He mght --

MR. DI STEFANO Do you recall --

MR. SELCH -- he mght -- he mght have had
themup there, you know, up and domm. He is a little
fidgety, you know. He's a little fidgety type of guy.

MR. DI STEFANO Do you recall the notion of

the vessel on that day? | knowit was windy. Was it
very -- was there any notion, any side-to-side with the
wind and all -- in the pilothouse?

MR. SELCH. No, no --
MR DI STEFANO O was it just flat, calm

st eady?
MR SELCH It was -- it was a wi nd shop, but
not -- not --
MR. DI STEFANO (I naudi bl e)
MR. SELCH -- not to disturb the boat, no.
MR. DI STEFANO. There was no rocking?
MR, SELCH: No.
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MR. DI STEFANO Okay. Thank you.

MR, TURRELL: M. Selch acknow edged t hat
he's being recorded, and that concludes the interview

MR. SELCH | realize this has been recorded.

MR. TURRELL: Thank you.

(Wher eupon, the proceedi ngs were concl uded.)
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