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PROCEEDI NGS

MR. JONES: | amstarting the interview now
with M. Scott Thonpson, who was a passenger onboard
the 15:00 ferry on Cctober 15, 2003, the Andrew J.

Bar beri .

M. Thonpson, in your own words, give ne a
little brief before the incident and then when you
first realized sonething was w ong.

MR, THOWSON. Ch, | was a non eventual day.
Typically, | got the three o' clock boat. It was a
wi ndy day, albeit. | don't knowif it was high or |ow
tide, but it seemed, we didn’'t have to wal k down the
ranps as nuch like it was a low tide, but it seened
kind of like a nean tide, and got on the ferry.
Actually | had to hit the head and then |, because ny
wife is picking me up, I went down to the |ower |eve
of the boat, which is the bottom deck, port side.

| amnot a sitter, | like to stand and wat ch,
so | went right to the front doors, so | could get off
the boat before the crowd. To nme there weren’'t many

peopl e on that three o’ clock boat, in hindsight, that

was a great thing, but, there were about, | don’t know,
200 people on the | ower deck, total. It was uneventful
up until, I amgoing to say the last 45 or 50 seconds

of the trip. And because of the wind and maybe the

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
(301) 565- 0064



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

salt spray, | just was |looking to ny port side, towards
the Verrazano Bridge, not |ooking towards Brooklyn, or
| am sorry, Bayhone and the other sites that you could
see, and | noticed that we were really, | guess, east
of Bayhone, going maybe at that tinme 200 yards, or
maybe 100 yards where the boat should park. But, that
i's not uncomon, because of harbor traffic and stuff
i ke that, but usually and when, when you get cl oser,
and, again depending on, | guess the tides and all of
that, | amnot a pro at that, the captain usually shuts
t he boat down, so we tend to coast. And sonetinmes on
occasion, they will actually hit a reverse where you
feel like a ratching type notion fromthe engines, just
i ke a braking effect, because no boat has a brake, you
know, |ike we have in cars. So, none of that happened.
And | was, again, standing by two double
doors on the port side. There was an actual bumwho is
sitting on the steps, again, on the port side step,
cursing out one of the young Italian guy, who is
out side, who had left the door open and quote he said,
“What do we live in a barn”, to that effect. And there
was a young girl with sungl asses wap around i nside,
because it is right there, and the kid said, listen, we
were going too fast. | said, yeah, you are right,

because he was shouting, because, he said, you had
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better get in. He couldn’t open the door because of
the wind and the pressure against it and the speed we
wer e goi ng, because we were still going, again, knots
per hour | don’t know, but we never stopped, we never
sl owed down.

And again, being so far off our normal slinp,

slip four or five, we saw a pier comng at us, or a

mai nt enance jetty, | guess, two sides. He tried to get
in, I helped himin, | said, we are going to hit it.
He goes absol utely. Again, waiting for that |ast,

okay, we are going to shut the boat down or put that
reverse on, | didn’t make a nove. | stayed by the
doors. And we started telling everybody and shouti ng,
especially this young kid, we are going to hit hard, we
are going to hit hard. And we have done it before, you
know, you bounce off the pier, you know, the, | guess
the eight by eight pylon that they have in, but, there
are no pylons at this pier. It is, | guess, the
cenment anot her super structure on the side, where they
bring the boats in to change crews or whatever. And |
am guessing 100 yards, again, east of the pier that we

shoul d have docked in, slip five.

At that point, I am | amgoing to say a
football field away fromthe pier and | said, | amin
trouble. And | said, what do | do? | said, |I am not
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going to be able to outrun it, because if we hit, we
are going to hit right at the water line, | thought. |
said, let ne just sit down and brace nyself. And that
is what | did. | turned around, put ny back agai nst
t he super structure that held up the doors fromthe
port in the center, where the passengers cone down from
t he second deck to egress the boat, and | just turned
around and put ny hands over ny head in a fetal
position, and 10 seconds later, | just saw |like a can
opener, the pier just canme right through the whole
right side of the boat.

And the dust, and, you know, | was covered
wi th glass, obviously, and, and the dust, it was |iKke,
it was white and reddish, | don’t know why it was red,
but it |ooked Iike red dust to nme, and the boat stil
hadn’t stopped. It tore through, geez, as far as |
coul d see, because then | lost visibility, but the
whol e right side that | could see fromthat angle was
gone. And the whole second, | guess and third deck, it
| ooked like it was about to coll apse, because all the
colums that hold up the boat, they were just cut I|iKke,
geez, you take a pair of scissors and cut through
paper .

| s everybody all right? That is the first

thing | said. And help, help, help, is all you heard.
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And again, it, at that point | don't knowif | was in
shock, but | can't tell you how nuch tinme el apsed from
the hit. And it was like, God, it felt |like hours.

And all of a sudden, the engine stopped. And then | am
getting toward the bicycle area, which is on the port

si de where the people who rides bikes back and forth on
the ferry, are able to store their bikes during their
voyage back and forth. There were a couple of |adies
hysterical, we can't swm we can’'t -- | said, take it
easy, don't worry, we wll be all right. And all of a
sudden | felt the boat revert. | am sayi ng 40
seconds, maybe, fromthe tine we hit, the engine shut
of f and then sonebody tried to back out, but obviously
the engine or the notor or, | guess, | don’'t know what
type of stern drive they have or propellers, got posed
because it was so violent. It was like really |ocking
the front of the boat. And then it stopped. And then
there was dead silence and all you could see was the
snoke, dust, cenent, screans for help.

And the thing that bothered ne the nost was
there no horns bl owi ng or anything, because | expected
i ke six or seven blasts real quick and pendi ng crash
comng. There was nothing at all.

So, | got up, | was covered with bl ood, but

it was only froma nick, shoulder hurt because the door
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bl ew back and hit ny left shoul der, but it was okay, |
mean, and then | started | ooking around and | saw sone
body parts pass the stairway. And a Puerto Rican | ady,
ol der bl ack | ady, peed herself. She was so hysterical.

| reached up underneath the deck and got |ife jackets,
started to hand themout, just to cal mthem down. At
that point | saw sonme guy junp out the w ndow, way on
the right, our side. Now, | am backwards, so it is ny
right side. But, it was still the port side of the
boat hitting. And people yelling for help. And that
is when | seen the officers fromthe 120, they cane
forward. | couldn’t see pass md ship, and the boat is
what, 300 feet, 250, they were like right in the guts
where all the angle line beans, it was al nbst a can
opener effect. 1 don’t know what the ship is made of,
maybe an alloy of some sort, but it was, it |ooked |ike
all the plastic seats were just |ike cut, boom boom
boom and all over the place.

And at that point | |lit a cigarette because |

snoke, | said, what are they going to do give ne a
ticket? At that point intime. GCh, | had napkins on
me and one guy had a cut on his neck, who was riding on
the other side, | reached over and | applied sone
pressure to him | don’t know what happened to the

gent |l eman because the | adies were scream ng, honestly |
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muddi ed out, | didn't want to go over that wall. | was
scared. So, | backed up and | hel ped the | adies out,
you know.

And the next thing we heard, we didn’'t nove,
we just stayed there and again the policenen did their
thing. And we heard a tug cone around side. How |ong
it took, I don't know At that point | was just like
shaki ng, you know. | turned around, they noved the
boat, and | said, |I know Joanie saw this, she was
waiting in the car. She saw this thing happen. | have
got to get off the boat. | guess instinct cane over,
and | saw a guy fromwork, are you okay. He is a
mai | room guy, and I am a consultant type thing, so, we
say hello once in awhile. He was okay. He was on the
upper deck. He said, what happened? W hit hard. |
said, we hit nore than hard. D dn't even, he was on
t he upper back, and the inpact, | guess, because it
wasn’t a direct hit, it was nore of a sheering hit, it
was |like a rough hit, if you were in the upper deck and
didn’t know how t he boat docks. It was just a rough,
rough tine.

And once the boat got into the dock, | said |
amout of here. And | just wal ked right off. Now,
there was a guy wiwth a white shirt next to nme, | don’t

know who it was. But, the thing is | even brought a
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life jacket hone. | had, | didn't realize | had a
child s life preserver under my arm | wal ked ri ght
of f and she said, what is wong? And that is when the
firemen and everybody, EMs is there, all the cops, and
then they stabilized the boat. But, | didn't wait for
anything. | just wanted to get out of there.

That is about it, you know.

MR. JONES: Well, that is quite a story.

MR. THOWPSON: Well, it is true.

MR. JONES: Let’s start right where, right
where you got off the boat.

MR, THOWPSON: Yes.

MR. JONES: You said you were one of the first
ones off.

MR. THOWPSON: | was the first one off.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

MR THOWPSON: The boat wasn't even | ocked in,
| just wal ked over.

MR. JONES: And no one tried to stop you.

MR. THOWSON: No. No. There was so nuch --
MR. JONES: | know.
MR. THOWSON: -- chaos, | nmean, how could
t hey.
MR. JONES: And deck hands didn’t say
anyt hi ng?
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(301) 565- 0064



N

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

10

MR. THOWPSON: | didn’'t see a deck hand. And
| hope sonebody can find out, you know, | have taken
the boat 30 odd years and the one thing | have al ways
at | east the policenen have their precinct nunber and a
badge nunber, deck hands are invisible. |If they at
| east had badges, a nane tag, anything, at |least | know
sonebody | could say, oh, | saw, you know, and hel ped
me or didn't help ne, at least | could conplain to
sonebody at the Maritime. But, there, they were non,
not even there.

MR. JONES: And you couldn't tell even if they
wer e doi ng sonet hi ng good, whether they were there or
not .

MR, THOWPSON. Well, let ne tell you
sonet hing, there were people down on that deck, who
m ght have had heart attacks and they are trained for
CPR, not one of those MFs cane down to help. The only
two people | saw were the two officers.

MR, JONES: Yes.

MR. THOWPSON: And they are trained for CPR, |
mean, | amlooking for first aid kits, or sonething
that can help, | got napkins in ny hand. You know, |
am sayi ng these, these people went over the wall and
through it. These deck hands, for whatever reason,

never canme down, you know, whether they were told to
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stay in the concession stand or the second deck for

crowd control, | wasn’t there. But, | have no respect
for themat all. At all. | mean, if there is such a
thing as -- now days, trust ne everyone of themcould
go under. Well, they had a good racket for all these

years. And | would |love to see these guys posted |ike
the cops are, if they are on the | ower deck, they
shoul d be on the | ower deck.

MR, JONES: Yes.

MR. THOWPSON: Bough and stern. | nean, |ike
t he Coast CGuard does, you know, you have been there.

MR. JONES: Yes. Wen you exited the boat,
was the fire departnent --

MR, THOVWPSON:. Ch, everybody.

MR, JONES: -- cops already there.

MR. THOWPSON: EMS was there. Fire departnent
was there. OCh, God, there was so many services there,
sone many anbul ances. They were there, | nean.

MR. JONES: So the response was already there.

MR, THOVPSON:. Absol utely, incredible.
mean, mny only thing was the deck hands. | nean, just
to show your face, at |east and say, take easy,
sonet hi ng, you know, not hi ng.

MR. JONES: Yes. Do you have an estinate of

how many ot her people were nmaybe behind you or with you
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on the | ower deck?

MR. THOWPSON: On ny side, well, on the left
side, | told Joanie, | said, | said, what 20 peopl e got
killed, at |east, because nost people at that tine were
like me, we get up and we are work at six, we are out
at two, get the three o’ clock boat. And nost of the
peopl e were sl eepi ng.

MR, JONES: Yes.

MR. THOWPSON: Even though they have these
i ke contour chairs, they were | aying them down and
when the kid started yelling and | started yelling,
don’t think they heard us.

MR, JONES: Yes.

MR, THOWPSON: You know,, and again, if there
was a whistle or a horn, that would, that was really an
energency bl ast, they m ght have awoken nmaybe. But,
again, you know, it is |ike hindsight, you don't know.

MR, JONES: No. So, approxinately 20
di senbarked with you around that tine.

MR. THOWPSON: | only saw a white shirt next
to me, and | was just concentrating to see Joan,
because | know she saw this and --

MR, JONES: Ckay.

MR. THOWPSON: Even though there is a |ike

triple indetTmity froma common carrier, | wanted to see
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her, you know.
MR. JONES: Oh, yeah.
MR. THOWPSON: That type of thing, yeah.

Again, | was on the left side and | just nade
the left and she was there, and oh, | said to the fire
departnent, they had cone in, | forgot the conpany, |
said, it is bad. | said, you, guys, be careful,

because | thought everything was going to coll apse at
that point in tine.

MR. JONES: Ckay. Let’s, while you are tal king
about that, the stantions and all the support were
knocked out.

MR. THOWPSON: Ch, yeah. On the, nothing on
my side.

MR JONES: Right.

MR. THOWPSON: But, on the starboard side,
definitely. And it had to go into the mddle of the
ship, where the stairway, you have got the starboard
si de, you have got two stairways goi ng down.

MR. JONES: Actually three. 1t is three with
two rails.

MR. THOWPSON:. Oh, okay. Yeah, okay, but
everything on that side down the m ddl e was gone.

MR. JONES: Yeah.

MR, THOWPSON. Now, | couldn’t tell you how
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big the pier was that actually run through all the

gl ass and the super structure, and if it was |like a
cascading effect, but, it was definitely |like a dom no
effect, it just kept going, because the boat didn’t
stop, it didn't --

MR. JONES: Now what made you possibly worried
about the overhead com ng down?

MR. THOWPSON: The wi ndows on the, are
rectangular, | guess, and they are like 10 by 8s, well,
they weren't, they were like 7 by 8. They were
literally blown. And everything was hangi ng down, |
guess the plastic ceiling or whatever they use, the
tiles, as far as | could see. It was just, you know,

i ke, you know, a pick up sticks type of thing, only
they are netal.

MR. JONES: Yeah.

MR. THOWPSON: You know, and there was nothing
there. | nean, just nothing.

MR. JONES: Just to let you know, that
over head | asted about an hour and a half before, in the
sanme condition, before the police and the fire
departnment started to shore it up

MR. THOWPSON:. That is what | thought, because
|, they had all lunber with them | nean, these guys

wer e prepared.
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2

JONES: Yeah.

2

THOVPSON: But, | guess it was in risk of
col | apsi ng.

JONES: It is possible.

THOMPSON:  You know,, again, yeah

2 3 3

JONES: But, it is --

MR. THOWPSON: But, at that nmonment in tine, |
could have sworn it was going to fall down and
everybody on top was going to hit, you know, crush, you
know.

MR. JONES: That was a good perception.

Let’s go to the man that junped in the water.

MR. THOWPSON: Yeah, he was an older, well, he
| ooked like the typical, he had a little long hair and
a beard, | guess, and he was at the end of the boat,
but, you know, | don’t see that every day, a guy going
of f the side, you know

MR. JONES: Now he junped off the side that
was hit?

MR. THOWPSON: No, he went, no, he was on our
side, he went through the window. He went out a
wi ndow. It |ooked |ike a w ndow.

MR, JONES: On the good side.

MR. THOWPSON: Yeah. And swam toward the

pyl ons. And from what | understand, he was picked up.
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MR. JONES: Ckay. Just so | get this straight,
because | have gotten two stories now. Here is the
pier as it was struck, and here is the ferry.

MR. THOWPSON: Yeah, that is the right side.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

MR. THOWPSON: | amin the front back and |
saw sonebody go out there, right here.

MR. JONES: So, he junps out here.

MR. THOVWPSON: Yeah, sonmewhere, | nean, |
couldn’t tell you exactly which row or aisle, but it
was a body goi ng out.

MR. JONES: But, now he is --

MR. THOWPSON. He is saying he went out the
starboard side?

MR. JONES: Yeah. | amgetting one story and
com ng up on here.

MR, THOWPSON:. You know, again, | saw a body,
| am not going to swear to that.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

MR. THOWSON: | can’t. Because | mean, at
that point, it was after the inpact. But, | saw a body
goi ng out.

MR, JONES: Could it may be as you cane up
here --

MR, THOWPSON:. It could be, yeah, yeah, again,
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but | saw sonebody goi ng out the w ndow.

2

JONES: Ckay. That is fine.
THOMPSON: Again, | amlike --
JONES: Two people --

THOWSON: And | amlike this, too.

2 3 3 3

JONES: Oh, yeah.

MR. THOWPSON: And | had free access, | nean,
there was nothing there to see, so.

MR. JONES: Because up until yesterday, we had
a report of one of the mates over here on this boat,
t hat saw soneone go into the water, but he said he went
in the water before it struck, so we had two reports.

MR, THOWPSON. See, | saw sonebody after we
hit.

MR JONES: Right.

MR, THOWPSON. And it was a guy.

MR. JONES: And | have already tal ked to the
man that junped in after.

MR. THOWPSON. And did he go to the pylons?

MR. JONES: He said he went on the sanme side
t hat was struck

MR, THOWSON. Okay. So, then, it mght be ny
m st ake.

MR. JONES: And it is just --

MR. THOVWPSON: Maybe there was anot her person
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we haven’'t found yet?

MR JONES: Well, that is, that is --

MR. THOWPSON: Coul d that be? Because there
is no real count on the ferry boat.

MR JONES: Right.

MR. THOWPSON: Maybe that is sonething that
they can address in the future.

MR. JONES: We hope that is not the case, but,
that is why we want to try to nail it down.

MR, THOWPSON. No, no, okay. Again, | was
confused at that point in tine.

MR. JONES: Yeah.

MR, THOWPSON. But, | know I saw sonet hi ng
goi ng over board.

MR. JONES: Yep. And the, now you nentioned
no crew nmenbers visible.

MR. THOWPSON: No, not at all.

MR. JONES: When you regularly ride the ferry,
when do you see theminto the voyage? Wen you are
arriving in Staten I|sland.

MR, THOWPSON. Once you, once you enbark off
the pier, they are there to open onto the ranps and
cl ose the gates, and then you will see them after
typically after the captain either puts the boat in

reverse or shuts it down. And they will cone out in
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front and open the gates so the passengers can get off

t he boat .
MR.
Wi tehal | --
MR.
MR.
MR.

THOWPSON: Never.
JONES: -- and --
THOWPSON: Never. You wi

JONES: Not during the passage between

Il see themin

t he concessi on stand having coffee and pi cking up

gar bage, you know, with those little things.

VR
VR

. JONES: Yeah.

. THOMPSON: And brushes, yeah. That is

t.

MR. JONES: Do you usually ride the, you don’'t

usual Iy ride
MR
MR

the lower |evel, is what

you sai d?

. THOWSON: No. Typically never.

. JONES: So you --

MR. THOWPSON: Especially a new boat, becau

the ol d boats,

you coul d get off quicker and you m ght want to do

that, because it is, it is nore congested to get off

t he shi p.
MR
MR

. JONES: Ri ght.

. THOVMPSON: Newer boats, because of al

se

when they used to have cars before 9/11,

t he

access you can get off a lot easier fromthe upper deck

and the buses are on the passenger deck, or | guess

that would be the third | evel. Yeah,

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS,
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MR, JONES: Right. And then, | lost ny train
of thought there.

MR. THOWPSON: That is all right.

DETECTI VE MATTElI: Do you See any nates
normal Iy during the course of the trip?

MR, JONES: Oh, yeah, the crew nenbers, you
don’t see themusually during the transit.

MR. THOWPSON:. No, only if they are picking up
garbage, if they haven’'t swept up. They typically
clean the ship, as | usually get on first, so you can
see them you know, cleaning up the debris that
passengers | eave on their way, and that is about it.

MR, JONES: And when you usually ride the
upper level, you said, the next deck up?

MR, THOWPSON. Ch, any |evel.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

MR. THOWPSON: It goes, | have ridden al
three levels, nunerous tines, you m ght see an
occasional deck hand in the nmen’s room or sonething
i ke that, but --

MR. JONES: Do you know what the announcenent
is when you are getting close to Staten |sland?

MR. THOWPSON: Stay off the hands, | nean, the
rails, and steps until the boat is fast to dock.

MR JONES: Is it clear?
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THOVPSON: Ch, yeabh.
JONES: Can you hear it?

2 3 3

THOVPSON: Yes, sure.
MR. JONES: Do you know if you can hear it on
the |l ower |evel?

MR, THOWPSON:. Yeah, but, it didn’t happen on

Wednesday.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

MR. THOWSON:. There was no announcenent at
all.

MR JONES: Right.

MR, THOVPSON: No.

MR. JONES: Ckay. That is all | have right
NOW.

DETECTI VE MATTEIl: This is Detective Mttei

Did you feel the boat, usually, like make the
turn, the normal turn to go into the, like a slip, you

know what | mean?

MR, THOWPSON:. No. Looking out, again, because
of the salt spray, | couldn't see, | thought maybe it
was harbor traffic.

DETECTI VE MATTEI : Yes.

MR. THOWPSON: But, the, the boat never veered
off course. It just took dead aimand | am | ooki ng,

the lighthouse is on our right, I don’t know how many
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yards away that is, and he never noved. It was just a
straight line. Thank God there wasn't an oil tanker or
sone type of barge with jet fuel, because we could hit
that and it could have been a real tragedy. But, this
guy never noved, never turned, never signal ed, never
shut down the notor, nothing. It was a straight |ine.

| nmean, if the tides were real tough, we could have

veered off further, | would think, but there was no
rudder involved at all, or any type of turning of the
vessel at all. At all.

DETECTI VE MATTEI: That is all | have.

MR, JONES: Okay. You ride the ferry every
day.

MR. THOWPSON. On the way hone, yes. Now I
take the, because of the scheduling, the six 0’clock
ferry, because | have to be in at six, | take the 53
bus over the Verrazano Bridge, and take the R train, at
86'" Street into Metro Tech in Brooklyn, where | ama
consul tant.

MR, JONES: Okay. Medical supplies, did you
hear any probl ens, anybody asking for them during
t hat ?

MR, THOWPSON. Well, | was | ooking for first
aid kits and there were none there. And | did see fire

extingui sher, but there was no first aid kits available
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at all, on the lower level. | have been on the upper
deck, and today com ng hone on the 2:30, because | cane
early, | | ooked around there is nothing. | mean,
not hi ng unl ess they are hi dden sonmepl ace for the deck
hands to get, but if they are not there, what good are
t hey, you know.

MR JONES: Well, just to, you know, | did
hear about that and went and took a | ook, and there are
stenciled signs and it says nedical kit is up in the
Staten Island pil ot house.

MR. THOWPSON. Oh, great, that is good to
hear, when there is dust and you can’t see five feet in
front of you, how am| going to get where there is no
stairway up to the pilot house?

MR. JONES: Well, that is a good suggestion.

MR. THOVWPSON:. Maybe they shoul d have a strobe
light over this thing so you can see themin a
di saster.

MR. JONES: Well, all these suggestions wl|
be, we can put forth.

MR. THOWPSON:. Yeah, | nean, really, you know.

MR. JONES: And actually this is good open
forum too, that if you could think of anything other
than, | nean, what | hear fromyou is |ack of nedica

suppl i es.
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THOMPSON:  Yes.
JONES: Lack of presence.
THOWPSON:  Yeah.
JONES: O the deck crew

2 3 3 3 3

THOVPSON:  Yes.

2

JONES: Uni formed deck hands so that you
can readily identifiable, especially in an energency.

MR, THOWPSON: Sure, sure.

MR. JONES: So, all these things are taken --

MR. THOWPSON: The other thing I would really
like to see is with the nodern technol ogy, with easy
pass and netro card, is not to charge people to get on
and off the boat, but, they could have sone type of
scanner as you get on the boat to get an accurate head
count and how many people are on that boat. | nean,
there is electronics available. | nmean, it could be a
sensor on each railing and just activate it, as you get
bodi es going by, how many are on it. Because you could
say, | could put a turnstile in the waiting room but
there is 1500 people that m ght not make that boat. So
you don’t know how many people are on the boat.
Because they are saying 1500 people, maybe, maybe 800,
| mean, nmaybe 100 on the bottom deck, you know, it is a
bi g boat.

MR. JONES: Yeah, there is no accurate way.

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
(301) 565- 0064



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

25

MR. THOWPSON. No, but if you have a counter
of sone sort, and they do it on easy pass, when you
have that little thing, it is infra red, boom you are
out. And you get charged, trust nme. | amnot saying
you get charged for this, but at |east you have a head
count with the technol ogy we have got today.

MR, JONES: So, just to, so | amclear, Scott,
you were port side.

MR. THOVPSON: Yeah.

JONES: As it struck.

THOVPSON: Yeah.

2 3 3

JONES: Assisted, cal med a coupl e of

| adi es that were there.

2

THOVPSON:  Yes.

2

JONES: Assisted man wth a napkin on a

cut neck.

2

THOVPSON: Yeah.

2

JONES: Saw the unifornmed police officers,
hel pi ng out everybody.

THOVMPSON: Absol utely.

JONES: On the starboard side now.
THOVMPSON: Absol utely.

JONES: Which is the Jersey side.
THOVPSON:  Yep.

2 3 3 3 3%

JONES: Possibly saw soneone go out a
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MR.
MR.
whi ch si de.
MR.
MR.

26

THOVPSON:  Yep.
JONES: O did see that, but possibly

THOVPSON: Yeah.

JONES: As you went back the other way

now, towards the good end, you stayed down that sane

si de?
MR.

MR.

THOVPSON:  Yes.

JONES: Looking over to the damage and

everything the whole tine.

2

2 3 3 3

MR.
shirt and a bl

wi th epaul ets

2

2 3 3 3 3

THOVPSON: Yes, yes.

JONES: But, never saw any crew nenbers.
THOVPSON:  No.

JONES: Down t here.

THOVPSON:  No.

JONES: Never saw anybody with a white

ack pants that |ooked |ike an officer
and a white, black, black tie?
THOWPSON: No, sir.

JONES: Wth a black sweater on, naybe?
THOVPSON:  No.

JONES: Over the top of that.

THOVPSON:  No.

JONES: You ride the ferry daily.
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2

THOVPSON:  Yes.

2

JONES: You know what the deck hands | ook
li ke.

MR THOWPSON: Sur e.

MR. JONES: They do have a little bit of a
scruff to them

MR. THOWPSON:. | know they don’t wear
unifornms. | know what they | ook Iike.

MR. JONES: Do you think you could identify
those, even if they were in there hel ping out, even
wi th the confusion?

MR. THOVPSON:. Probably not. Probably not.
Because the only thing I focus on was the body parts |
saw.

MR. JONES: Yeah, | am sure.

MR. THOWPSON:. And the two policenen, who were
there. And then the people called nme so | turned
around, so | didn't notice frommybe the last third of
the boat, | concentrated fromthe md ship towards the
front, that is what | saw, then |, that is where the
policenmen were in the mddle. And that is when
turned to help the | adies and a coupl e of people out.

MR. JONES: That is a fair assessnent.

MR, THOWPSON: Yes.

MR JONES: | nean, if you didn’t see, you
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MR, THOWPSON:. No, | wouldn’t say, you know, |
mean, if they were there, | didn't see Kerry help the
kid wwth the legs, and | understand she was at the back

of the boat.

MR JONES: Al npst towards where the bat hroons

were, fromtheir account.

MR

. THOWSON: Ckay. So, that to ne is the

back of the boat.

VR.
VR.
VR.
VR.

JONES: Yeah, yeah.

JONES: Right.
THOVPSON: You know, so,

happening, all | can tell you is what

VR
VR
VR

t ugboat cane

t he tugboat tying up?

tugboat up or was it on the side that you were on?

. JONES: Yeah.
. THOWPSON: You know.

. JONES: After it struck and then the

anyt hing coul d be

saw.

THOVWPSON: | didn’t see that either.

28

al ong, did you witness, see any of that,

Did you notice who tied the

MR, THOWSON. It was, actually, it was. And
no, I was there, | saw the tug cone up and, you know,
had all the rope and everything on it, and, no,
couldn’t tell you who was tying it up

MR, JONES: Ckay.
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MR, THOWPSON:. |f sonebody junped off the,
canme down the | adder, who was avail able or not, |
couldn’t tell you

MR, JONES: Ckay.

MR, THOWPSON:. | couldn’'t tell you

MR, JONES: As the tug now started tow ng you
back, and put you in the reverse way, any announcenents
made during that tine?

MR. THOWPSON: Not to ny know edge.

MR. JONES: And you were still --

MR, THOWPSON:. | was still on the bottom yes.

MR. JONES: -- on the |ower |evel.

MR. THOWPSON: Yes. | didn’'t hear anything.
But, | did hear a | ot of commotion going on toward,
now, is going to be the front of the boat.

MR. JONES: Right. So no one said at that
point, there was no nustering of passengers up on the
next deck, which actually facilitated a good response
fromthe, the rescue units, so that, you know, there
wasn’t a stream of thousand passengers?

MR, THOVPSON:. Nobody was com ng downstairs.

MR. JONES: Yes, so everybody pretty nuch went
up.

MR, THOWPSON: Yes.

MR JONES: O those |like yourself, had stayed
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on the | ower --

MR THOWPSON: Yes, because | said, | nean, |
just want to get out here at this point in tine.

MR JONES: Right.

MR, THOWPSON: So.

MR, JONES: Ckay. That is about all | have.

DETECTI VE MATTEI : Not hing for ne.

MR. JONES: Ckay. | appreciate it.

(Wher eupon, the interview was concl uded.)
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