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PROCEEDI NGS

MR. JONES: This is an interview of Lieutenant
Joseph Esnerado, U.S. Coast CGuard, Staten Island Ferry
i nci dent, October 15.

| f you coul d begin.

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO. Yeah, we, in the
| nvestigations O fice we run, | guess we have an ei ght
person shop. And the Investigations Sections are
broken up into four sections. So, | amon duty section
four and | share that with Chief Warrant O ficer Cobb,
who is the lead in this case. Last nonth | had the
lead primary on the all jobs and then we agreed that he
woul d take the primary, | would be the secondary. So,
when the call canme in, it was originally a call about
the Staten Island Ferry hit, nmade a hard | anding. Hard
hit we call it up here, which is, which is, you know,
normal, really. | have had a case before, |ast
January, where they, they are using the dol phin piling
as brakes alnost. So, | had investigation where, you
know, people went to the hospital. Nothing extensive,
but, and there was a guy that on target, you know, what
| nmean. So, when we first heard the call, instead of
everybody junping in two or three vehicles and rolling
out there, Lieutenant Gonzal ez, Lieutenant JG

Sallit(ph), Chief Warrant O ficer Cobb, Lieutenant
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Gonzalez is just inthe tail end. | nmean, he is, he
probably be qualified if this accident didn't happen,
at the first qual board. Sallit is |learning, yeah, he
is qualified, believe ne. Sallit is learning for
command duty officer qualification. He has to attend
investigations. Believe ne if we ever, if we thought
it was as bad as it was on the initial report, we would
have never sent sone of the newer guys.

Vell, Chief Warrant O ficer Cobb gets down
t here, and he calls back, he called back tw ce, but the
phone call that | heard was the second phone call, he
call ed once fromthe car down there and then once when
he got to the ferry. And he said he was going to need
nore people down there. So, he called Lieutenant
Mutto, and our division chief, Conmander Surtinsky(ph)
at the sane tine, so, we had themon the speaker, and
he says, he has counted three people already, and we
wer e concerned about an expl osion. Because you
understand where the Staten Island ferry pulls in, we
had no idea it was on the work dock, which is that
concrete pier that he ended up hitting. | was in
barges for a long tinme, and that is where you go to,
where you go to inspect oil barge one and two. W
still weren’t clear, because when M. Cobb got down

there with Lieutenant Gonzalez and Sallit, they, the
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ferry was in a regular ferry slip. So, he calls back
and says he has counted three people dead and we just
can't believe it. W had no, just that there was a

| ong gash, | renenber himsaying. And the next

guestion | asked was does it | ook |ike an expl osion,

you know. So, for obvious reasons. But, | didn’t
stick around for the answer. | told Commander
Surtinsky I amthe secondary, | amrolling out of

there. And he says, now, he didn't, he didn't tell ne,

he didn’t give me an answer, but | amtelling you that

he nodded his head and | have been here for sone

things, you know, the 11'" and the barge expl osion, and
| am not waiting around any nore, you know what | nean.
If | feel Iike I can aid ny partner, | am going down

t here.

So, | got a GV, | got changed, | confirned
the fact wth Lieutenant Mutto that he understood | was
on ny way down there. This way we didn’'t get lost in
the shuttle, because that is what happened on Septenber
11, they couldn’t find us, you know what | nean.

So, again, | get down there, and I am | ooking
around for, | followed a fire truck down there and I,
|, there is sone discrepancy in the tines, but |
remenber my wife works part tinme at the Shore Hills

Mal | in Jersey, where we live, and | remenber calling
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her to say she was going to need a sub. And I called
her early. It had to be like, like 15:30 or 15:40,
Cobb and Richie were down there early. | nean, the
first report cane in probably about 15:20 and | would
say that we are probably standi ng around the phone at
either 15:30, 15:40. | called ny wife about a quarter
to four, but ny watch is 10 m nutes fast, because ny
boss is a, is big in getting people on tinme. So, that
woul d make it 15:40, like | was saying. So, she said
she was going to call out for a sub, you know, tell her
boss she couldn’t be in. | said, turn on the news,

because it is a big one. W are not sure what it is,

you know, it mght even be an explosion. | won't know
until |1 get down there.
So, | amsure | got down there |ike 16

16: 10, early, you know what | nean, within the first
hal f hour, | would say, 40 mnutes. So, | am |l ooking
around for ny partner, | |ook around and see this, |
see the structural, because | amalso a Marine

i nspector, before |I transferred to Investigation, so |
am | ooki ng at structures. And | am | ooking for anything
that is going to affect the stability while the boat is
sitting in there |like deep wet frane, damage, you know,
| ongi tudi nal frane damage, but, it really was just

from fromthe wi ndows over to md ship. The whole
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thing was wiped out. | would say that ferry is like
310, right, 310 feet long, then there was a good 290
ripped out frommd ship and then as you cane further
back in the ferry, fromthe initial hit, | would say
the md ship damage started to tanper off.

So, right away | see, | get there, they are
carrying one person out in a white body bag, which to
me is significant because | know from ot her scenes |
have been on, the white body bag is |like the first
thing that cones in. It is not the big black rubber
body bag that the crinme scene cones in there. So, now
| don’t know what to think. |Is it an explosion and we
are going to be digging for ne? So, but | don’t
snell gun powder, | nean, | don’t snell that electrical
burn It ke at the Trade Center or fuel burn like the
barge fire. And then | see the way the structure is
penetrated and it is all damaged fromthe outside in,
which is not akin to an expl osion being set on the
ferry and lit out, right. So, now | am | ooking for
nmore physical danmage in the stantions that really are
nmore they are structural support really for the second
deck. | amnot an inspector on the ferry, but, | had
had an injury down there, so, | was on the ferry a
coupl e of weeks ago, so | had the chance to go through

sonme things with the engi neer there.
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And | see that the stantions are just ripped
out, like I said, for about 290 feet and they are
nunbered. And they are nunbered because the pseud of
the stantions, the stantion, itself is a pipe, and then
t hey nake these square pseud around it, that is al
ri pped around. And you could see the original nunbers
that the welders tell each other when they building
these ships. So, | said, well, that is, you know,
pretty serious.

So, | make ny way to the back and | notice
there i s wood everywhere. So, | am just about to the,
to where | amin the stern of the ship, which is
actually the forward part because it is facing
Manhat t an. And | notice there is, | count four
bodi es, but, because of the way they were killed, it
| ooks like six, it probably |ooks like five or six
bodies, but it is just four bodies with white sheets.
And then | get around the back and I amdealing with
this deputy inspector, he had, the Col onel in the NYPD
what is that Inspector? The eagl e.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: The eagle that is ful
i nspect or.

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO. Ful | inspector. | think
his nanme was Doman. So, | can’t find any Coast Guard

personnel at this point, so ny partner doesn't know I
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am onboard. | don’t know where these guys are. |
drove down there by nyself, | thought | had perm ssion,
you know what | amsaying. But, | figured let nme just
see what is going on wwth the scene, | have been to
things like this before. | wll figure out what they
need fromus. This way, other Coast Guard personnel
show up that out rank ne, we can take it fromthe
begi nni ng.

So, the first thing this Inspector says to ne
is listen | have got ny guys crawing around in there.
We are thinking of shoring it up, what do you think
about that? | said, well, the stantions aren’t really
integral to the hull, so, you have to worry about the
ship sinking or |eaking, but I amall for shoring it up
and what is your plan. Well, we have got, you know,

four by fours comng in and they are going to bring
saws and they are going to set everything up and they
are going, they are going to just go through, | guess
it was, | amonly guessing nmaybe |ike every 20 feet,
every 25 feet, you know. It was probably, probably
about right, 20, 25 feet. And they nake these boxes,
you know, just one across and two down and they shore
it up. | amlooking at all this wood, and | wasn’t
sure if, wondering still where nmy partner is. So, |

guess because | had ny Coast CGuard life jacket on, al
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t he ot her Harbor cops, ESUs com ng over, and they want
to explain to me where all this wood cones from There
i's enough wood on the front of that vessel fromthe
pier to build a pier. | nean, there is a giant piling.

It was |like twce the size of a tel ephone pole, tw ce
the diameter. And it was just laying on the deck. So
one of the ESU cops said, sir, we, heis telling ne,
sir, we took it out of the vessel, the md ship, and we
have taken this whole thing and we have put it right
back here. | said, oh, all right, I go | ook, you know,
| keep asking about the fatality count, but nobody
knows for sure and they point to the stairwell, which
woul d have been on the Staten Island side, that took a
| ot of danmmge.

And that stairwell is, is inportant because
it is built to certain specifications for passenger
flame and snmoke. So, it is either a Class Aor Class B
bul khead, which neans it is heavy. And this thing was
conpletely wi ped out. And then they pointed out that
is where they brought the woman out fromand | just
guessed that nust have been the white body bag | saw
goi ng out, because her scalp was still there. Later
that night there was nore tissue fromher, but it was a
conpl ete human scalp right on the, it was, it was under

the doorway on a step, because we shined our light in
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t here, because one of the cops showed ne.

So, | take a wal k back up as, | amstill on
the vessel. | take a walk back into the ship, and I am
| ooking around. | didn't lift the sheets up yet. |

figured we would be, you know, | just didn’t know what
we, the Coast Guard was going to be doing with that.
But, | amwth a couple other, | think | amwth one
fireman, and an EUS cop, and one was an officer,
because the cop had a white shirt on. And we find a
handbag, | find a handbag at the aft nost part of the
damage. It is |like a |laptop bag or backpack. | think
it was a backpack. And we followed it down to a

shoul der and then we ook a little further and we can
make out a leg, and then, and then a head. And it was,
it was just, this guy was like 20 feet fromlife. He
was bl ocked in by alittle half wall on the ends of the
seat that go fromthe mddle of the ship out to the, up
to the outer bul khead.

So, the cop says to ne, geez, |ook at that
guy’s eyes, so his eye was like, just totally out of
his head, and he | ooked |i ke he had been skinned. And
the skull was crushed and you could view the brain
actually in the, in there. So, | said to the cop, he
couldn’t get out, he nust have been trapped and

crushed. And the cop says, no, we think he was drugged
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there. You know, but, | don’t know if |I agree with
t hat .

MR. JONES: It is okay. That is al
specul ati on.

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO Ckay. But, the reason
don’t agree with that is because he woul d have been
torn up nore than he was, with all the stantions that
have --

MR. JONES: That is all right. It would be
hard to say what possibly could have happened to
anybody in that.

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO. Right. But, | renenber
that was one of the few areas, | got a picture of the
area, but not with that guy in there and he was totally
crushed.

So, | got back down and | ask the guy again
for fatality count, because now | am counting, | think

five, plus the one | saw be carried out. And they

said, well, that brings it to 10 because there is four
in the norgue. So, | amfiguring, well, 10. That is
unbel i evable. Plus, | amhearing at the tine 30, 40

injuries, you know.
So, now | am |l ooking for the vessel nmaster.
Oh, he is in the hospital trying tried to kill hinself,

shot hinself wth a pellet gun, the runor we heard
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onboard was swal | owed turpentine and slit his wists.
So, was he alive? Wll, they don’'t know, but later

t hat ni ght one of the cops said that he was dead, that

we woul dn’t be able to question. So, nowit is about

45, 50 mnutes, | ask where are the Coast Cuard peopl e?
Ch, they were up in the wheel house interview ng the

vessel master. So, | go up there and | run into,

tell M. Cobb, I amhere. | see Lieutenant Gonzal ez
and Lieutenant JG Sallit. And I amjust about to
interview this deck hand, | have got his nane.

(Pause.)

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO. Joe Selz. So, | ask him
what his position on the ferry, he says, he is an AB.
And | said, well, why is the ferry damaged on that end?

He goes, oh, we have got turned around by the tug.
go, let’s do your interview in the wheel house, while
t hese guys do the drug and al cohol testing, because M.
Cobb said he was just getting ready to do an al cohol
test on Gansas.

So, there is a couple detectives up there
fromthe 120, | was told, and then | took, | started to
wal k Sel z back and he said, oh, be careful, there is
bl ood up here. Wy is there blood up here? WlIl, sure
enough fromjust aft of the, of the wheel house, there

wasn’t, you know, the wheel house on the Manhattan end,
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there is blood that goes fromthat end, like a drip,
all the way down to the wheel house where Smth was in,
snmudges on the door, and the air conditioner. It is
under life, the |life floats that are there. And it
goes around in a circle. | amlike, what is this? So
this guy, Selz says, he thinks it is fromSmth, that
Smth wasn’t sure how hard he hit, but Selz said he saw
hi m conme out of the wheel house, went down to the
stairs, he saw that woman that was crushed by that

Cl ass A bul khead, and he cane back upstairs. So |
figured he nust have cut his hand on a piece of sheet
metal or sonething, because | alnost cut ny, nyself
wal ki ng around in there. | also found where he threw
up, which he threw up on the, as he hit, on the Staten
| sl and end, he, he threw up on the, you know, what

woul d have been the port side at the tine of the

acci dent.

MR. JONES: O the pilot house?

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO. Yes. It was still there
Friday, when we went back. | saw ny boss, because

Commander Surtinsky is a hunter and | said | thought

this guy puked, does that | ook |Iike, he said, yeah, it

is still there. 1t |ooks |ike sonebody threw up here.
MR, JONES: Port side of the pilot house,

Staten |Island end.
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LI EUTENANT ESMERADQO Yes.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO. So, now, | was still
| ooki ng around for stuff |like, we are thinking the
wor se, was he drunk, was he drugged, does he wear
gl asses. W are | ooking around for things he m ght
have | eft behind, you know. So, they got a giant tool
box there with Iike barbecue supplies in it, but I
don’t find anything out of the ordinary in there, you
know. They got another box, that used to be used,
guess for deck phone, but it is too hard to get open.
So, he wouldn’t have ditched anything in there. So, we
are | ooking under the life floats and nothing, just
this bl ood track. So, by this tinme Commander Hawki ns
is getting there and he wants to know what we are doi ng
and he wants to break off in teans. And him and
Commander Caneron are there. And they tell ne they
want to start photographing the scenes. So, and they
want to photos of the deceased. So, | say, well, you
know, I amnot sure that is good idea. | said, you
know, these people are just pretty nuch beyond
recognition. There is so much physical evidence in
terns of vessel structure, and the structure of the
pier, that I amnot sure what we woul d get out of that.

And al so, when | was the | ead on the barge
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explosion, | went into the house to find the second

m ssing guy. He was, you know, obviously burned to
death, but when | went in there, | got to see ny boss,
what are you doing, what are you nuts, you don’'t need
to see that. But, we went to the school in the Coast
Guard, Investigations Oficer’s School, we just signed
a MU wth ATF, and they said in case of a fire, there
is a lot of physical evidence n the body. As it turned
out on the barge explosion, there was a tile on this
guy that, on his back, that showed ne he was | ooki ng
out the window at the tinme of the explosion. To ne |

t hought maybe he heard something. So, | thought it
paid off.

But, | don't want to get in trouble again, so
| amtelling ny bosses, we probably don’t need to take
pictures, if we just concentrate on the structure and
the pier, we could probably put this together and if we
can interview this guy Smth, but, you know, at the
time we thought he was critical at best, but |ike |
said, we heard he was dead fromthe cops.

So, they are asking ne what, what, spit it
out, spit it out? | amlike, well, so | give ny
opi nion, you know, it is the mlitary so, you really
don’t have an opinion, you know. So, they say, well,

do the best you can, sonething |ike that. So, | go

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
(301) 565- 0064



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

16

back downstairs, | am wal king around and | don’t know,
they are starting to shore it up, and they, the one guy
we found at the aft nost part of the gash, he is
renmoved. So, the firenen say they have got to renobve
him Nobody is thinking there is a crinme scene yet.
They have got to renove himto shore up that area.
Because, you know, it was just totally ripped out.

MR. JONES: Just to corroborate, this is the
guy with the eye?

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO: Ri ght, right.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO. This is right. And the
reason | nentioned that to Richie, during the week, is
because there was no, no docunentation that sonebody
was found in that area.

MR JONES: That was a dead --

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO Yes, yes.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO. So, | am working with
the cops, working with the firenmen, and we are trying
to get all the information we can. And now the Staten
| sland Ferry crew is over here. | see the |Inspectors,
M. Castillo, Chief Warrant O ficer Jerone, Lieutenant
Lally. | got Lieutenant JG Sallit with ne. And at

that time, Lieutenant Gonzal ez cones over and he says,
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you know, Commander Hawkins is |ooking for you. And I
said, well, I amwth Commander Caneron. Well, at the
ti me Commander Caneron assigns nme to this NYPD
phot ographer. And Caneron knows how jamed up | was at
t he barge expl osion, so he says, well, it doesn't have
to be you that takes these pictures. But, | am going
to give it to the new guy? | nmean, why ask ne if | am
not doing it. | amsorry.

So, | said | have got it, sir. But, then
NYPD phot ogr apher never, | don’t know what happened to
him | turned around and he was, he was gone. | know
he was with sonme big bosses. | know he was with sone
i nspectors. So, | amtaking pictures of the structural
damage with the camera | brought, | borrowed from M.
Castillo, and by that, | nean, it was getting late. It
was just getting dark. And | didn't really know how to
work this canera, you know, everybody is an expert, you
know, and they just brought this new canera. And I
t hought it was auto focus, but it wasn't, so,
understand a lot of, | haven't | ooked at them again,
but, | understand a ot of the pictures | took didn't
cone out too well.

Vel l, anyway, about this tine, | amwth
Commander Caneron and this, this top inspector, | have

got his nane here, Mecel, Kenny, Deputy Inspector
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M E-C E-L, Deputy Inspector, Ofice Chief of Detectives
for Staten Island. He said he was sent over and they
are going to treat it as a crinme scene. So, Conmander
Canmeron is glad to hear that, so now the CSU unit cones
in. | don’t know what tine it is, maybe ei ght o’ cl ock,
| guess. So, it is just getting dark.

So, now they start to unwap the deceased,
so, that is when we realized, you know, it was just
unbel i evabl e.

So, | asked for the canmera again, but
Castillo has it, M. Jerone finds Castillo, he calls ny
name out, gives ne the canera. So, what | did was just
mere the ME. You know, | amnot, | nmean, | don't think
| am a bad phot ographer, but I amnot an Mg, you know
what | nmean. But, you know, what do you say, you just,
| took notes and positions where the guys were before |
got the canera, and basically it |ooked Iike to ne
t hese guys were w ped out at the sane tinme. And they
start to do the names and then | recognize this girl
fromthe ME, fromafter Septenber 11, | had to go down
to the ME's office a few weeks later. She didn’t
remenber nme, but | renenbered her, and | asked her why,
why are not you not matching the nanmes of the ID that
you are finding these guys to your report? She said,

well, we didn’t have any success with that at the Wrld
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Trade Center. So we are going to wait. But, | nean, |
can tell there were pulling these guy' s drivers
licenses right out of their pants and their wallets,
you know.

So, the first guy they did was Bagga Rosa, xx
XXXX XXXXXXX XXXXXX, Staten I|sland. And he had sone
serious, you know, his head was basically ripped open
from above the eyebrow and he was, he was just crushed,
bot h si des.

MR. JONES: Well, Lieutenant --

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO. You don’t need all of
t hat .

MR, JONES: Well, instead of going through
every, let’s look at it this way, can you identify or
at | east approxi mate where the 10 bodi es were>

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO. Yeah, | wote it down.

MR JONES: Well, let’s, why don't we stop the
tape right now.

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO: All right.

MR. JONES: And just go to a draw ng.

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO: All right.

MR. JONES: And we will do that, and then,
wi th nanes.

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO. | have two of the nanes

and then after | talked to that girl fromthe M, |
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didn'"t wite the other two down.

MR, JONES: Okay. Well, naybe we can get that
| ater fromthe M

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO: All right.

MR. JONES: All right.

(Change of tape.)

MR. JONES: Continuing the interview.

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO. - says that the
Captain, the J said, that he hit so hard, that the
ferry bounced off and then went dead ship. So, he
tried to throwa line into the ship, he doesn’'t know if
it was a civilian grabbed it or one of the deck hands
was hel ping out. And then he turned this ferry around,
the Barberi around, and that is why the crushed head

was facing Manhattan. So, but | really didn’t know

that until | talked to him He left ne a bunch of
nunbers. He also said, he tried to hail, | thought he
said, | wote down channel 19, he tried to hail that

ferry twce on 19 and he couldn’t get an answer. This
guy, Selz said that he noticed there were right on
course at the KB buoy and then he notices they are off
course and of course it is going 20 knots, you know,
close to top speed, which is, what, 16, 17 knots.

MR. JONES: Selz is who?

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO. Sel z is the deck hand.
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LI EUTENANT ESMERADO | told you he showed ne
the track line, the blood track up top.

MR. JONES: Yeah. But, he notices that --

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO. He notices that it is
off course. He is noticing that they are off, himand
Smth are tal ki ng about hone renodeling, and then about
the tine they get to the KB buoy, Selz says, | am going
to go down, his job is to get the gates ready and
stuff, right. And then it was just too late to do
anything, they started hitting here, scraping sound.

He runs back up to the wheel house, and he sees Smth,
| remenber, | renmenber Selz telling us with his hands
above his head, trying to reach for sonething,
overhead, you know. A lot of notion

MR. JONES: Selz was in the wheel house at the
KB buoy.

LI EUTENANT ESMERADGO: Yes, tal ki ng.

MR. JONES: To Snith.

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO. Yes. About hone
renodel i ng. Because Smith just renodel ed his kitchen or
somnet hi ng.

MR. JONES: And he goes down, which deck is on
the gates? The upper --

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO. | guess he went down to

the, I amnot sure, sir. | didn't, upper, | guess it
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was the first deck, because he said he ran right back
up when he heard the ripping and tearing sound. And
that is when he saw Smth in the wheel house with his
hands in the air. And then he was up there agai n when
Smth went down, and Sel z expl ai ned he nust have saw

t hat woman, and then came back upstairs. He didn't
know what to do, and then he left the boat. Because
when | asked Sel z where did he go? He said he left the
boat. He hadn’t heard he had tried to shoot hinself. |
told himthat.

MR, JONES: Yes.

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO But that he was in, you
know, we didn't have, we didn’'t know if he was alive or
dead until |ater

MR, JONES: Ckay.

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO. So, the tugboat captain
was saying that he tried to reach in twice, 19 and
there was just no cobbs and he couldn’t understand why
the ferry was so far off his track |ine.

MR. JONES: And that is the regul ar channel,

t he wor ki ng channel 19.

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO. Channel 19, yes, sir.
made a m stake yesterday, | amglad | wote it down,
because | was telling sonebody this and | said, 18, and

t he other NTSB guy, said, oh, no, they work on 19.
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MR. JONES: You already got interviewed?

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO. No, no, this was over
t he weekend, we had duty all weekend | ong, so, | was
just, Mark Biliary, Lieutenant Biliary said | should
talk to Rich about. This guy here, we had no
docunentation on, and sonme of the facts | had fromthe
t ugboat captai n.

MR. JONES: Ckay. Al right, can anybody think
of any questions right now.

MR. GONZALEZ: Lieutenant CGonzal ez. Wen the
captain of Dorothy J tell you that he had tried to
raise the ferry on Channel 19, was this prior to or
post casualty?

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO. Pri or.

MR. GONZALEZ: Prior to --

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO. And he woul dn’t answer.

MR. JONES: That is before the accident.

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO. Yes, sir. He said,
call ed himonce, no answer. It |ooked |ike he was
getting closer, | called himagain, and | backed ny tug
out of there.

MR. CALDERONE: Who is the tugboat captain you
are tal king about, do you have his nane there?

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO. Yeah, his nane is Robert

Secker s(ph).
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MR. CALDERONE: Spell it for ne.

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO. S-E-CG-K-E-R-S. He is
t he tugboat captain of the Dorothy J, which is a
tugboat that, it is still down there.

MR. CALDERONE: Yeah, | know where that is.

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO He wor ks for Henny
Mari ne, and he gave ne two phone nunbers. The phone
nunber on the tugboat is 917 --

VMR. CALDERONE: | got that.

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO Oh, you got that.

MR. CALDERONE: | have, and you said he tried
to raise, you specifically said Channel 19, right?

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO. Yes, sir. | wote it
down.

MR. CALDERONE: Do you know if Channel 19 is
recorded or not?

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO. | believe it is not
recor ded.

MR. CALDERONE: Okay.

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO It is a working
frequency.

MR. CALDERONE: You had said earlier that you
had sonme cases down at the ferry with people hitting
t he docks too hard.

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO. Yeah
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MR. CALDERONE: Was it any one pilot in
particular, was it different pilots?

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO No, it wasn't this guy.

| looked, it wasn’'t Smth or Gansas.

MR, CALDERONE: Who was it, do you know?

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO. | don’t renmenber and
w Il probably --

MR. CALDERONE: Okay.

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO. Can we turn that off?

MR. CALDERONE: Well, just, that is all right.
Ve will --

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO. The case is -- W have a
bi g case work backlog and ny case fromthe Staten
I sland ferries, ny notes, it is entered just so that |
can have the case in record. But, if the case isn't
conpl et e.

MR. CALDERONE: Don’t worry about it.

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO: All right.

MR. CALDERONE: But, is it the sanme nane
comng up or is just different people?

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO. No, no, it is just
different people. And | have been down there waiting
for people who have to pick up sonetines for base and
it is just a hard hit.

MR. CALDERONE: In your investigation, was it
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never Smth or it was never Gansas.

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO. No, no, sSir

MR. CALDERONE: Okay.

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO. But, that is when |
first |earned about assistant captain and captain.
hadn’t known that until | was down there.

MR. CALDERONE: Okay.

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO. | think it was four or
five people went to the hospital back in January, it
was.

MR. CALDERONE: Ckay. Let nme, you said soneone
showed you where Smth had t hrown up

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO Well | thought it | ooked
it like throw up and didn’t tell anybody. | brought ny
boss back, he is a hunter, and | said, sir, it |ooks
i ke he puked. He goes, yeah, that is definitely
sonebody threw up.

MR. CALDERONE: So, you just are guessing that
was Smth.

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO. Yeah, because who el se
is up there? Probably saw what he saw, disgusting
site, and puked.

MR. CALDERONE: Like you said it is just, you
are still just guessing, no one actually confirnmed

t hat .
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LI EUTENANT ESMERADO. No, no one confirned,
but it definitely, I was glad to hear ny boss, who
lives in the woods, you know, he says, yeah, it | ooks
i ke sonebody threw up here. | said, that, we found
this right after the crash

MR, CALDERONE: And you said Selz told you he
went back into the wheel house and he had his hands in
the air?

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO He didn't actually go in
it, but he saw what Smith was doing and | renenber
Sel z, you know, he was reaching for sonething, is what
he said. But, we |ooked overhead, and there is nothing
up there. There is a radar over here. All the radios
are down here on the controls, so.

MR. CALDERONE: Wiere is the horn?

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO There is a horn up
there, but, again, | have two w tnesses saying there
were no horns, no al arns.

MR. CALDERONE: Ckay. That is all | have.

MR. JONES: The way you describe it, because
we are on tape recorder here, is it is a secondhand
testinony from Sel z, but the way you are wavi ng your
arns, you are waving your arns over your head in an
erratic fashion. |Is that a --

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO. I n fact, Selz said he,
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that is what he noticed. He didn't use the word
erratic, but he used a word like, you know --

MR JONES: WIdly, confused.

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO W1 d, yeah, enotional,
sonmething |ike that.

MR JONES: It wasn’'t a direct notion as to
poi nti ng sonewhere. It was just --

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO. No, no, no.

MR JONES: It was --

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO. | was al nost |ike, the
way he described it to me, it is all conjecture right
now, but, the way he described it to ne is |like, you
know, he was startled, |like he was startled and maybe
that was his first reaction or sonmething |like that.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO. And that is before he
went downstairs.

MR. JONES: Right. Okay. Lieutenant Esnerado
has given a drawing for us of six DOAs at the ferry and
we w il get a copy of that and submt that with this,
with this tape.

Anybody el se have any questions right now?

| have one nore for you, Lieutenant. The,
what avenues are open to the public with regards to

reporting hard hit ferry dockings?
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LI EUTENANT ESMERADO They call here. But,
because a marine casualty neans it is, one of the
reasons woul d be, nedical treatnent beyond first aid.
In the case | had in January, it was |like four or five
peopl e went to the hospital. Nobody stayed overni ght.

MR. JONES: Do you keep a record of all the
calls, or just those that rank in regards to first aid?

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO. Those that rank in
regard to marine casualty. And nedical treatnent
beyond first aid is only one paraneter of what a Coast
Guard marine casualty is. Oten tinmes what you woul d
get a lot fromthe Staten Island Ferry, it is, it is,
you know, just things we say back in the 10 shop, it is
like the ferry is direct, direct drive. It is really
an electric diesel or electric propul sion system So,

t hey have four engines at any tine, right. So, if they
| ose an engi ne, which we would say | ost of propulsion
or lost of maneuverability, that neans it ours as well.
We get these fornms, they are called Coast Guard 2692s,
which is industry accident report to us, based on the

paraneters of what a marine casualty is. You know, we

always, | amsorry to say now, we always |augh, we are
like, it is really a lost of propulsion. | nean, they
have a fixed track line. 1Is it really a lost or

maneuverability? They are on a 15 m nute voyage. | t
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is really a mari ne casualty? They have two captains
onboard, you know. This is just stuff we say anong
ourselves. So, they are very strong, very strong union
there, too. And that is what | |earned | ast January
about the assistant captain and the captain, those are
nore |like union ternms. They are not really industry
terms that we refer to. Wiat we go after is what type
of license. Do they have those licenses to be there?
And | guess the way it works, is the assistant captain
just works his way up to be a captain. It is common
knowl edge here in this shop, you know, that is a tight
uni on down there. | nean, these guys, you are talking
grandsons wor ki ng there, you know.

MR. JONES: Nepotism
LI EUTENANT ESMERADO. | am | nean, it has

never come up in an official investigation, but, yes,
sir. You have to know sonebody that knows sonebody or
you are born into that union. And your grandfather or
what ever worked the Staten Island ferry. | wouldn't
say nepotism | get this job because Richie ny cousin.

You go in the wheel house, you have to be qualified,
you can’t, you can’t bs your way into that job. But, a
| ot of the deck hands, you know what | nean. You find
a lot of retired guys down there, too. Hell | ran into

aretired chief that | knew from here. He is a Staten
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| sl and ferry dispatcher.
MR. JONES: So you have done previous
i nvestigations of the ferry?
LI EUTENANT ESMERADO. Yes, sir, yes, sSir
MR. JONES: That one incident where you said

there were four injuries.

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO Yes, sir. | just had
anot her one recently, | believe it was five injuries.
But, | just had another one where a deck hand, they did

a CO inspection on the ferry, and the deck plate was
| eft open in the engine room | don’'t know how this
kid did this, but he went back to use a phone, to radio
upstairs, but to get to this phone in this box, you
have to wal k pass this open area, deck plate, and he
wal ked right intoit. He went to the hospital. Again,
he was the, he is the son of an enpl oyee there. And
they said he wasn’t a very good worker, so they doubted
how his injury was.

MR. JONES: Well, while you are conducting
t hese investigations, howis the cooperation between,
and the deck hands and the --

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO. Wel |, the second, the
last tinme | was down there, which was a nonth ago, it
was real good. | hooked up with the port engi neer,

hell of a good guy, very know edgeable. Known
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t hroughout the harbor, except | forget his nane.

MR. JONES: Lubby Shawn sonet hi ng?

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO. No, | think it is Mark
somet hi ng.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO. And he took ne around.
We went over the whole propul sion system | got back
to the office | told ny boss, | |learned nore fromthis
guy than | did fromtwo D draft guys that should be
giving the training. So, of the federal civilians that
we have here. But, anyway, the first, and the |ast
winter | was down there, with that hard hit, anbul ances
showed up and this and that. | thought the cooperation
was okay. Right away they are worried about drug and
al cohol testing.

MR JONES: As long as that is, that is all.
It is okay, that is fine.

LI EUTENANT ESMERADO. Yeah

MR. JONES: Okay. Anybody el se got any ot her
gquestions?

Ckay. Al right.

(Wher eupon, the interview was concl uded.)
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