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PROCEEDI NGS

MR. TURRELL: Good norning. This is Mrgan
Turrell, the Goup Chairman for the Operations, NTSB.

We are going to interview a witness here, one
of the deck hands onboard the ferry.

And | will start, sir, if you would pl ease
ki ndly acknow edge that we are recording this.

MR. Pl AZZA: Yes, you are recording this.

MR, TURRELL: Ckay. And woul d you pl ease say
and state your first and |ast nane and spell it?

MR Pl AZZA: My nane is Edward Pi azza,
P-1-A-Z-Z-A Jr.

MR, TURRELL: Sir, and what is your age?

MR. Pl AZZA: Thirty nine.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. And can you tell us what
you, what your enploynent is?

MR. Pl AZZA: A deck hand on the Staten Island
Ferry, Departnent of Transportation.

MR, TURRELL: GCkay. And how | ong have you
wor ked for the ferry?

MR PIAZZA: Alittle over three years.

MR, TURRELL: Ckay. Have you al ways worked on
this particular vessel ?

MR. Pl AZZA: No, | am TBA, to be assi gned.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay.
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MR. Pl AZZA: | was assigned this vessel on
Tuesday, nen’ s cabin.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. And can you tell us what
your duties include onboard the ship?

MR. Pl AZZA: My duties as a deck hand --
position, | was to maintain the nmen’s cabin, clean it
and make sure it is safe.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. Can you tell us the
position you, you hold on the vessel as far as your
assignnment for docking and undocki ngs, whether you are
on the Jersey side or Brooklyn?

MR. Pl AZZA: | have no side.

MR. TURRELL: | have no side.

MR. Pl AZZA: | have no side.

MR. TURRELL: So you were sort of the at
large, is that correct?

MR. Pl AZZA. | guess so. | guess you could
say that.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. Tell nme what your
energency station is?

MR. Pl AZZA: Of the top of ny head, | can’'t
even t hi nk.

MR, TURRELL: Ckay.

MR PIAZZA: | wll be honest with you.

MR. TURRELL: Can you tell us specifically
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where you were onboard the vessel at the tinme of the
acci dent ?

MR. Pl AZZA: Yes, sir. | was in the nmen's
room | had gotten sone toilet paper, you know, papers
on the floor, sweeping.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. | would like to step
back, if you would, to the tinme when you first reported
to work on Wednesday, which was about what tinme?

MR. Pl AZZA: One thirty.

MR. TURRELL: GCkay, 1:30. Take us through the
day starting out at 1:30, with as nuch detail as you
possi bly can, up to the tinme when you exited the vessel
on Wednesday.

MR. Pl AZZA: Okay. At 1:30 | swiped in, a

little after one. Walked over to the vessel. | think
she was in Slip 5 at the tine. | got onboard,
changed into ny uniform | went up to Staten Island

pil ot house, | signed in. Said hello to Captain Smth.
And then | proceeded to go to the nen’s cabin, nake
sure it is clean, ny relief had cleaned it. And just
wal ked around the boat, got a cup of coffee, the vessel
went under way, went to Manhattan, checked the nen’s
cabin, the boat was unl oaded, make sure no passengers
were in there. And back to Staten Island to do the

sane thing. Wal ked around the boat in-between, wal ked
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around to nmake sure everything is okay. Nobody is,
there is nothing out of the ordinary is going on, |
guess. The sane with the three o’ clock out of
Manhattan. And wasn’t | ooking out any of the w ndows,
| just, I, | can’'t explain it to you. You know when
the boat is approaching, it is like you got it in --
o'clock, I would say. | went to the nen’s cabin just

to check again, and there are no wi ndows on the boat in

the nmen's cabin, so, | didn't even know how cl ose we
were to the dock. The next thing I know, | amon the
fl oor.

MR, TURRELL: Did you, you fell over, you were
knocked down.

MR. Pl AZZA: Knocked, knocked to the floor,
don’t even know.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. Pl ease conti nue.

MR Pl AZZA: And | got up. | heard, well, |

heard a | ot of commotion. And | saw people running to

the stern of the boat. | stepped out, sonebody, a
mal e, female, | don’t know, fell, there was stanpedi ng
on that person. | picked themup. | kind of just

shoved them down with the rest of the passengers and |
went to the bough of the boat. And | was on the --
deck of the boat. | |ooked down, | alnost fell where

the steps were, | |ooked dowmn and saw, it was a wonan
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decapitated, laying there. | couldn’'t see the bough of
the vessel there was so nuch debris. Then ran up to,
yelled up for the police, | yelled up the bridge deck
you know, for the PD. | can’'t think of her nanme now.
She canme down. She came runni ng down, one of the
police officers onboard. And | told her, | have only
got one DOA, and there is a gentleman sitting at the
bottom of the steps. | know she went to the, she
clinbed down. | went to the pilot house. | got up to
the pilot house. Mke was at the control of the vessel
at this tine. R chie was standing off to his left. |
said don’t, | said don’t nove the boat, there is no
bough. And | said we have, | know we have a DOA and
call for, call for help.

M ke, | remenber, saying, shit, shit, shit,
shit. Sorry for ny profanity.

MR. TURRELL: No, go ahead.

MR. PI AZZA: | don’t remenber if Richie
acknowl edged ne or not. | then ran back down bel ow,
trying to get the passengers to go md ship to the
stern of the boat. | went out onto the sal oon deck,
think Mke had yelled get a |line out to the tugboat
t hat happened to be in the slip. | |1 ooked over and |
coul d see that the bough was intact and | yelled up to

the wi ndows of the pilot house, fromoutside, | said,

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
(301) 565- 0064



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

M ke, the bough is intact. But, you know, the tugboat
was trying to get a line, trying to get onboard,
guess, hel p, whatever they could do. People were
crowding up to the front of the back. Again, |, you
know, | told themto get in the back, trying to stay
calmat the sane tinme. And passengers asking if the
boat is sinking, what happened? | don’t know. | told
themthe boat is not sinking. Just go to the back of
the boat, you know.
| went back up to the pilot house. M ke says

he is trying to get in touch with the engi ne room
didn't see Richie in the wheel house at this tine. |
don’t know where Richie was. | grabbed the radio, it
was working and I ran down below, when | hit the main
deck, | | ooked out, | thought at first when | | ooked
fromthe back, you know, fromthe sal oon deck down,
that we just hit and bounced off and just collapsed the
front. | didn't know the extent of the damage to it.

| had gone down bel ow and saw it and the boat was gone.
That is what | said, it is gone. And | went to the
engi ne room Everybody there was okay. They were
doi ng whatever they do in the engine room | don’t
know. | told themMke is trying to get in touch. The
radi o, ny radio wouldn’t work down there. Their radio

wasn’t working. The sound, the PA system wasn’t

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
(301) 565- 0064



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

wor ki ng. The, the phone down there wasn't worKking
ei t her.

| made sure everybody was okay. | went back
upstairs. | just | ooked at the, you know, passengers
that clinbed over the seats, just m ssed the body.
Looked around down there and see still wal ki ng, who was
hurt. | didn't take -- after that. And then we were
goi ng up soneway, going up and down, trying to help. |
remenber calling ny nother, telling her, you know, you
are going to hear sonething, | amokay. | heard off of
my radio, | got power and | amjust starting which, the
pil ot house was tal king and got to the dock. Assisted
where we could, where | could anyway.

Not much | can do, you know, the fire
departnent trying to do what they could do. | don't
know what time it was after that, sonetinme after that
they took nme to the, they put nme in an anbul ance, and
my leg was hurting. M neck hurts. And then that is
really it.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay.

MR. Pl AZZA: That is all | can renmenber.

MR, TURRELL: So you said you made two trips
to the bridge.

MR. Pl AZZA: | renenber makign two trips to

the Staten Island pilot house.
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MR, TURRELL: Ckay.

MR. Pl AZZA: And the first time, who was
present ?

MR. Pl AZZA: The first tinme, both M ke and
Richie were present. Mke was at the control, was
trying to get control of the vessel

MR. TURRELL: And what, approximately how | ong
have the accident was this?

MR. Pl AZZA: Ceez, maybe, not even five
mnutes. | can’t even tell you how | ong.

MR, TURRELL: Ckay.

MR. Pl AZZA: | took one | ook at, | would say
five mnutes, tops.

MR. TURRELL: And your inpression of who was
in charge of the vessel that nonent when you first went
up there, who was piloting?

MR, Pl AZZA: M ke. Mke was, Mke was trying
to get control of the vessel. | guess off the dock.
don’t know what he was, but he was at the control.

MR, TURRELL: Ckay.

MR. Pl AZZA: He had control of the vessel

MR, TURRELL: Ckay. And you nentioned Captain
Smth, Captain Smth was there al so.

MR Pl AZZA: Yes.

MR. TURRELL: And try and think back, what,
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where he was in the bridge and, and --

MR. Pl AZZA. He was just standing right off to

his left.

MR, TURRELL: Ckay.

MR. Pl AZZA. Left and behind. Right where
the, | think the radar is in that corner.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. Are there --

MR Pl AZZA: No, no, he wasn't, he was
directly --

MR. TURRELL: To the left.

MR. Pl AZZA: From M ke, Ri chie was standi ng
ri ght here.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. And he was standi ng

assi sted or unassi sted?

MR. Pl AZZA: What do you nean?

MR. TURRELL: Was he | eani ng on sonet hi ng?

MR. Pl AZZA: No, he was standing on his own.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay.

MR. Pl AZZA: And then when | nentioned we had,
we hit the -- Mke, | don't even know if Richie,

can’'t renenber.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. They both | ooked |i ke,
oh, ny God. That is the only way | can describe it,
“Ch, ny God.”

MR, TURRELL: Ckay. Do you, when you told
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them and they said, oh, ny God, do you think this was
the first time they realized there was --

MR. Pl AZZA: Yes. That was the first tinme |, |
think that was the first time they realized they DOA is
onboard, casualties. Because | renenber saying DOA and
decapi t at ed.

MR. TURRELL: How | ong do you think you were
on the bridge that first visit?

MR, Pl AZZA: Mnutes. | was only up there a
few m nutes.

MR. TURRELL: You were up there for a few
m nut es.

MR. Pl AZZA: Maybe a m nute, two mnutes. |
told them there is no bough, don’t nove the boat.
There is a DOA onboard and we are going to need hel p.

MR, TURRELL: What caused you, what notivated
you to go to the bridge, at that nonment, what, what?

MR, Pl AZZA: | couldn’t see bough of the
vessel and the vessel was noving. And | just --

MR. TURRELL: Do you know if anyone el se al so
went to the bridge? Do you have any know edge of
anyone?

MR. Pl AZZA: Not that | know of. | was the
only one that went up at that tine. | didn't see

anybody goi ng up, on the way down.
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MR. TURRELL: Ckay. D d you hear any al arns
at all during the whol e process?

MR. Pl AZZA. | never heard the boat change
pitch, nothing. Normally I would hear, you know, the
boat sl ow ng down, and you know you are right at the
dock al nost.

MR, TURRELL: Ckay.

MR. Pl AZZA: | nust have around a KV buoy,
somewhere around that point.

MR, TURRELL: Ckay.

MR, Pl AZZA: |s usually when | woul d go check
the nen’s roomon the Staten |sland side.

MR. TURRELL: Do you recall anyone on the
t ugboat ?

MR Pl AZZA: No.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. Have you ever had a chance
to see any engi ne departnment personnel in your
transverse back and forth, did you ever see engi neers?

MR. Pl AZZA: No, they were all down bel ow.

MR. TURRELL: They were all down bel ow.

MR. Pl AZZA: Yes. | saw three nen down there.

| don’t even, like really go down bel ow t hat nuch,
because | don’t know how nmany --

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. You nentioned you had a

radio wth you, is that --
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MR Pl AZZA: Yes.

MR. TURRELL: -- all the personnel have radios
or just --

MR. PIAZZA: No, | don’t think there is enough
radi os on the boat for all the crew nenbers. Usually
men’ s room has got one, the, one of the sal oon deck
deck hands have one, because there is always sonebody
on station wth a radio, you know, in case sonething
does happen onboard the vessel.

MR, TURRELL: Ckay. | just want to ask you on
the events leading up to the accident, one of the
things we talk about is safety and peopl e’ s human
performance. Can you tell ne what you did previous 72
hours, your sleep schedule, your normal habits, |eading
up to the accident?

MR. Pl AZZA: Ckay. The day before, | cane in
my regular tine to work. | went around 10. They

didn’t they were doing, there was sonething, where did

we go? | don't renenber. | know we did a drill. W
did a steering drill. There is really nothing new in
my life, I just noved. | think | was still unpacking.

MR. TURRELL: So, your work schedule typically
IS one to nine.
MR Pl AZZA: It is to be assigned on --

personnel two weeks on vacation -- they put ne in his
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spot .

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. But, the day before,
t hough, you were working --

MR. Pl AZZA: | worked Wednesday, not Wednesday
Tuesday | worked ny regular schedule, and | was off
Monday. Thursday off, Thursday, Friday, Saturday,
Sunday and Monday. | had sone personal business to do
on Thursday. And ny regular schedule off would have
been Friday, Saturday, Sunday, but they noved ne to a
new spot, so | got Monday off.

MR, TURRELL: Ckay. So, you woul d consi der
yoursel f well rested?

MR. Pl AZZA: Yes, yeah. Nothing out of the
ordi nary.

MR, TURRELL: Ckay. Are you, do you take any
prescription medication or any sort of --

MR Pl AZZA: No, no.

MR. TURRELL: That is all | have for now. And
M. Bill Wody --

MR, WOODY: How was your sl eep, when do you,
try to go back a few days, now this is Wdnesday, the
accident, what tine did you go bed let’s say Sunday
ni ght ?

MR. Pl AZZA: Sunday ni ght ? | don’t know ny

tinme | went to bed on Saturday. So | really don't know
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what tine | went to bed.
MR. WOODY: Was it before mdnight, after
m dni ght ?
MR Pl AZZA: It was after m dnight.
MR, WOODY: Okay. And did you work, did you

wor k Monday?

MR Pl AZZA: No.

MR, WOODY: Ckay. So you were off Monday.

MR Pl AZZA: Yes.

MR. WOODY: Sl eep | ate on Monday?

MR. Pl AZZA: No, not really. | usually wake

up by five, six, in the norning. Sonetine in the
afternoon, if I amnot running around and I amsitting
on the couch, |I take a nap, a few hours, you know, |ike
nine, ten o' clock, I amusually starting to fall, get
tired and I go to sl eep.
MR. WOODY: Ckay. How about Mbnday ni ght then?
MR. Pl AZZA: | don’t renenber.

MR. WOODY: You just don't renmenber Monday

ni ght .

MR, Pl AZZA: No, | don’t renenber, | don’t go
to bed at a set tinme. | just, when | get tired | go to
bed.

MR. WOODY: Sl eeping on the sofa or watch

t el evi si on.
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MR. Pl AZZA: Yeah, yeah. Yeah, | wll start
falling asleep and --

MR, WOODY: Do you renenber what prograns you
were watching that night, to give us sone clue?

MR Pl AZZA: No.

MR, WOODY: Ckay.

MR Pl AZZA: No.

MR, WOODY: And Tuesday, Tuesday ni ght?

MR. Pl AZZA: Tuesday night | was probably in
bed by 12 at the | atest, maybe.

MR, WOODY: By 12.

MR. Pl AZZA. About 12. Got up, got up at
about, | don’t know, six, seven 0’ clock in the norning.

-- sonewhere in that tinme -- and then I went about ny

day. What did | do? | think |I cleaned the house.

MR, WOODY: Okay. So you went, you went to
wor k at, around 1:30.

MR. Pl AZZA: About 1:30, yes.

MR. WOODY: And you left, you were there unti

10 --
MR. Pl AZZA: Ten o’ clock at night, vyes.
MR, WOODY: And went to work again at 1:30.
MR. Pl AZZA: One thirty.
MR, WOODY: Okay. What tine did you go
Wednesday?
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MR. Pl AZZA: Wednesday.

MR. WOODY: The day of the accident.

MR. Pl AZZA: What time did | sign out or --
that | went honme?

MR WOODY: Yes.

MR. Pl AZZA: Around 10: 30, or so, 10:40 -- |
finished up, gone back, sonewhere around 10: 30, so |
left.

MR, WOODY: Okay. Now, the reason for going to
the bridge was that you couldn’t see the bough.

MR, Pl AZZA: Correct.

MR. WOODY: And you knew t he vessel was
under way.

MR Pl AZZA: Yes.

MR, WOODY: WAs the vessel still making noises
at this tinme because of the inpact of the pier?

MR. Pl AZZA: | don’'t renmenber.

MR. WOCDY: You don’t renenber.

MR. Pl AZZA. | heard people crying, people
scream ng. The deck hands were all trying to get
everybody back. One passenger, | renenber, he was
dressed |like a construction worker, | said, you -- |
saw piling and what not on the deck, | said, he is nore
qualified | abor wise, | said, just stay here, just keep

t he passengers back. W may need you to help us wth,
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you know, what is on the deck, you know, and he said,
no problem | will help passengers. W are trying to
get the rest of the, one of the deck hands is trying to
get the passengers back. There was a detective onboard
somewhere, he showed ne his badge and he was trying to,
you know, keep the passengers back.

MR. WOODY: The detective onboard did show you
hi s badge.

MR. Pl AZZA: Yeah, he, he did flash his badge.
Tried to make an announcenent at the PA, not worKking.
| think that is when | had gone up to the pilot house a
second tine at that tinme, grabbed a radio.

MR, WOODY: And you said you didn't, when you
went down to the engine room that their phones were
not wor ki ng.

MR. Pl AZZA: Ri ght.

MR. WOODY: And that your radio did not work
down t here.

MR. Pl AZZA: No, ny radio did not work down
there. And their radio wasn’'t working.

MR. WOODY: They have a radio, too?

MR. Pl AZZA: They had a radi o al so.

MR. WOODY: But, it was not working.

MR Pl AZZA: 1t was, | tried, you know,

blowing in mne, theirs wasn’'t, neither one received, |
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don’t know, m ne was dead. Theirs was dead.

MR. WOODY: But, at this tinme were you tal king
to anybody el se with your radi o?

MR. Pl AZZA: No. | tried to raise Mke from
down below, that | am down here. There was no conment.
There was no response. The Chief was on the phone, |
don’t know if he was in touch with Mke at this tinme or
not. | renmenber he was there. The oiler cane in. And
they were just, | don’t know what they were doing. It
is too conplicated ne down there.

MR, WOODY: Ckay. The police wonman, do you

renenber her nane?

MR. Pl AZZA: Karen. | don’'t renenber her | ast
nane.

MR, WOODY: Kar en.

MR Pl AZZA: Kar en.

MR, WOODY: Last nane.

MR. Pl AZZA: | can’t renenber.

2

WOODY: Do you al ways have a police
officer riding the boat?

MR. Pl AZZA. Yes, we usually have two police
officers riding the vessel at all tines.

MR, WOODY: Okay. Did you see the other police
officer at any tinme?

MR. Pl AZZA: During the accident or during the
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day?

MR. WOCDY: Prior to the accident.

MR. Pl AZZA: | passed hi m sonewhere during the
afternoon. | don’'t renenber where | passed him but |
know he was trying, probably do sonething, | don't
know. | don’t want to comment.

MR, WOODY: But, he did seemto be responding
to --

MR. Pl AZZA. Yeah, yeah, he was responding to
the situation

MR, WOODY: Ckay.

MR. Pl AZZA: Karen was the first officer on
the spot. | think he was right behind her. | can't
even be sure of that. But, | renenber as she was
com ng down fromthe bridge, fromthe bridge deck
bri dge deck, on the Brooklyn side of the vessel, she
ran down. | kind of |ike held her back, | said, there
is a DOA, decapitated and there is a guy down, so she
woul dn’t be, | guess shocked, but she managed to make
her way down bel ow.

MR. WOODY: And if you were to descri bing,
woul d that be New York --

MR. Pl AZZA. That woul d be the Jersey side of
t he vessel

MR, WOODY: Now, you did nention about seeing

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
(301) 565- 0064



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

21

the, the deceased wonman and that |adder on the New
Jersey side, did you go down that |adder?

MR Pl AZZA: No.

MR. WOODY: You didn’t.

MR. Pl AZZA: There was only a snmall portion of
the steps left on the Brooklyn side, and she was | aying
where the | anding woul d have been. And it was al nost,
| know, because | have seen himon the boat a few
tinmes, | have had run ins with the gentlenman. He was
just sitting in the corner, at the bottom of the steps,
unscr at ched.

MR. WOODY: And he was sitting --

MR. Pl AZZA: He was sitting right on the
bottom of the steps on the Brooklyn, right against the
Brooklyn wall, just sitting there.

MR, WOODY: Ckay.

MR. Pl AZZA: He was just sitting there.

MR WOODY: | see.

MR. Pl AZZA: \Were he cane from | don’t know,
but he was just sitting there, unscratched.

MR. WOCODY: But, that was on the --

MR. Pl AZZA: Brooklyn side. | nmean, he was
sitting on the Brooklyn side. That is the only portion
that was left.

MR. WOODY: Ckay. | think that is all the
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questions | have at this tine.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Who, from the deck
crew, did you run into --

MR. PIAZZA: | ran into Billy G eenwood.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Were did you run into
hi n

MR PIAZZA: | think it was, | ran into all of
the crew nenbers really on the sal oon deck. Billy,
sone of these guys | don’'t know because | don’'t work on
a regular basis, Jerry, | ran into Selje(ph). I didn't
see Danny Ennis around because he was down bel ow. |
don’t think, he is gone. | amthinking the mate is
gone, both mates were down, are usually down on that
deck. | didn't see Danny Sylvester either. | only see
the three deck hands, including nyself, that were above
t he mai n deck

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: What did you see them
doi ng?

MR, Pl AZZA: Cetting the crowd back. W were
all | ooking down, seeing what was goi ng on and we were
just concerned with getting passengers, | saw what
damage we could, and yeah, |, the passengers were
grabbing life preservers, trying to cal mthem down.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: So, you really --

MR. Pl AZZA: Yeah -- \Wat they were doing, |
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don’t know. I, | didn't, | was running up and down.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Did you --

MR Pl AZZA: | went pass them Are you al
right? Yeah. | kept going.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Where are the radi os
| ocat ed?

MR. Pl AZZA: The radios are up in the pilot
house, in a box, being charged and if we get onboard,
we have got one. And we just clip it on our belt.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And when you do drills,
what do you nornally do?

MR. Pl AZZA: 1t depends on where, what vessel
| am on, what | am assigned, you know, because | am so
| go fromboat to boat, to dock. So | can be on the
boat and they say, all right, you are man in |ife boat.

You are rowing. O you are doing this, or you are
doi ng that. So, it varies fromvessel to vessel

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ckay. Pl ease descri be
the Barberi’s position when you first saw the tugboat?

MR. Pl AZZA: Okay. That was in -- The Barberi,
if | can use this as the dock, kind of, the Barberi was
comng off the dock like this, sw nging, facing
Br ookl yn, Brooklyn side is actually swinging kind to
the stream and the tugboat was com ng up along aside it

to get a line out.
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UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: She was - -

MR. Pl AZZA: The tugboat was in the slip at
the time, fromwhat | could see, and they were trying
to get a line on our bough, on the Jersey side of the
vessel. The vessel was kind of swinging this way, you
know, and | could, when | got out front to see where
the tugboat was, | amtrying to think

(Pause.)

MR. Pl AZZA: When | first went into the pilot
house, we were facing, | think it was this way, and the
boat was swinging this way. MKke was trying to back it
of .

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Were you facing the
facility, the work facility?

MR Pl AZZA: Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: \When you first went
into the pilot house?

MR. Pl AZZA: Yes. W were facing the

facility. And Mke was trying to get control of the

vessel. The tugboat was comng up fromthe slip,
trying to get a line out. | could, sonebody was
talking to him | don’t know who. There was one
gentl eman, | saw standing on the pylon, | don’t know

how he got down there. But, he was under, under the

pi er and the boat was, you know, falling off, | don't
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know i f he was backing it off, | can’t even tel
you if --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: You felt stern way
or --

MR. Pl AZZA: Yeah, we were pulling off the
stern, you know, New York end was com ng out, you know,
we were backing out of there. | don’t even renenber
if the engines were on or off.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: You sai d sonebody was
talking to the tug.

MR. Pl AZZA: Yes. The tug was talking to
sonebody, | don’t know who.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Were they on the radio?

MR. Pl AZZA. Yes, PA, he was scream ng over
the PA, | have got a |line out, watch, you know, | don’t
know i f he was talking to his guys, our guys.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: But, you are not sure
it was the radio or the PA?

MR. Pl AZZA: | know he was, | know once |
heard hi mover the PA he was talking either to us or
hi s deck hands, “Watch out for the debris, watch the
line.” | remenber himsaying, “Cap, what do you want
to do”, over the PA and then | don’t renenber anything
after that.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Are there two PA

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
(301) 565- 0064



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

systens?

MR. Pl AZZA: On which, the tug or --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: |s there one that nakes
general announcenents - -

MR. Pl AZZA: On the vessel? Yes. On our
vessel, yes, there is. That was out. So, our PA system
was down, on our boat, was down.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ckay.

MR. Pl AZZA: So we coul dn’t communi cate to the
passengers.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ch, you are saying that
t he tugboat was on the PA

MR. Pl AZZA: The tugboat was over his PA
system you know, trying to talk to us.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ckay.

MR. Pl AZZA: You know, trying to get in touch
wi th us, you know, because he saw maybe a deck hand,
but who, | don’t know, who he was tal king to.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ckay. Ckay.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: You said you were in
the nen’s room

MR Pl AZZA: Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: As the vessel was
appr oachi ng.

MR Pl AZZA: Yes.
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UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Did you get a sense
after you passed the KV, of we are -- you know, you
said you had kind of like --

MR. Pl AZZA: C ock time --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: You were knew you were
getting in.

MR. Pl AZZA: Ri ght.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Did you notice the
vessel slow down?

MR. Pl AZZA: Not at all.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: You said --

MR PIAZZA. | didn’'t --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Did you see any change
in the --

MR, Pl AZZA: No pitch, didn’'t speed up, didn't
sl ow down, normally we would -- Right after, you know,

like | said that clock in your body tells me to go

down there, you know, nmake ny way to the nmen’s room

and | can’t renmenber, like | said, even if | | ooked out
one of the wndows. Usually, | amat the KV, | go
down.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And normal ly from t hat
poi nt of the KV, you were passed it, which is the
nor mal place where the --

MR. Pl AZZA: He would start cutting back on
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t he power.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Back on the pitch or
what - -

MR. Pl AZZA: Yeah, he would start it
running --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: How | ong does it
usually take then to get into the slip?

MR. Pl AZZA: A couple of mnutes, five

m nut es.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Fi ve m nut es.

MR. Pl AZZA: | woul d say, yeah.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And when the collision
occurred, you were still on the full power.

MR Pl AZZA: Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And you hit on --

MR. Pl AZZA: | thought he hit, when | got
knocked down - -

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: -- no change in the
power .

MR. Pl AZZA: No. There was no change.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: They were --

MR. Pl AZZA: Yes. | thought to nyself, geez,
he hit it hard, but we do have, you know, as | said,
you do bang into the slip alittle bit, because of the

tide, sonetinmes you just take a rock. You know, if you
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are not prepared for it, you wll get jostled you know.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And you coul dn’t see
that he wasn't in the slip.

MR PI AZZA: | couldn’t, | didn't know where
he was. Wen | got up, you know, | said, geez, that is
alittle hard.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Then you sai d when you
did go onto the sal oon deck.

MR Pl AZZA: Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And before you, just

before you ran upstairs, when you thought there was no

bough.

MR. Pl AZZA: Ri ght.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: You saw t he decapitated
womnman. You said the vessel was still noving, stil

under power ?
MR PIAZZA: | am | am | amnot 100 percent
sure. | don’t want to yes or no. | don’t remenber.
UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: You said --

MR Pl AZZA: Yeah, he had control of the,

yeah, the engines were still noving. It was noving
back, | don’t know -- It was still noving, let ne
t hi nk.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Did you sense the power

was still on?
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MR. Pl AZZA: The power was still on. | sensed
the power was still on. And Mke was trying to get
control

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Wel |, that is later.

That is when --

MR. Pl AZZA: Yeabh. | couldn’t tell which way
it was going when | | ooked down at the bough, because
when | | ooked down, all | saw was runbl e and the boat
nmovi ng on, you know, like, | guess, side to side.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ch, okay. But, not --

MR. Pl AZZA: | couldn’t see out from where
was | ooking, | |ooked, | was |ooking down to the main
deck.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: But, your sense was
that it was noving --

MR. Pl AZZA: Yes, | sensed we were still
under --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: You still were under
power .

MR. Pl AZZA: Yes, under power.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: That if the pier wasn't
there, it would have just --

MR. Pl AZZA: No, no, no, no. Not under power
that way. | think we were, | think it was, | think it

was di sengaged at the tine we were, not drifting, but.
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UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ckay. Wen it hit,
t hough, your sense was it was still going.

MR, Pl AZZA: Ch, when it hit, yes, | sensed
that we were still --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: There was no sl ow ng
bet ween the KV and the --

MR Pl AZZA: No, no.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: So that is usually a
period --

MR. Pl AZZA: G ve or take, yeah.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ckay.

MR Pl AZZA: But, that is, if you neant, it
didn’t slow down fromthe KV to inpact, no, it did not.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ckay. And took you
about five mnutes in-between the inpact and when you
went upstairs to the bridge?

MR. Pl AZZA: 1f that long. That is the
| ongest | would say it took nme to get up there.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: O shorter.

MR. Pl AZZA: The shortest, yeah. Wuld be
about five m nutes, yeah.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: It had to be five
m nut es.

MR. Pl AZZA: Five m nutes, yeah, the shortest

it took me to get up there.
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UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And when you got up
there, then you saw M ke at the --

MR. Pl AZZA: M ke was at the control. At that
point, Mke was at the control.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: So, five m nutes, that
woul d be five mnutes after the collision.

MR. Pl AZZA. After, yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: After the colli sion.

MR Pl AZZA: Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ckay. Thanks.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: You said you went to
the pilot house on two separate occasions, correct?

MR Pl AZZA: Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: The first tine that you
went up there, you did see Mke and R chie?

MR Pl AZZA: Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: WAs t here anyone el se
t here?

MR Pl AZZA: No.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Di d they appear to be
injured in any way?

MR. Pl AZZA: No. That is one of my first
concerns, also running up, | was |like, everybody al

right. And you can see Mke is the control, Richie is
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standing, off to his left. And that | --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: No bl ood, no --

MR. Pl AZZA: No, nobody was injured. There
was no blood. The wheel house was in tact. And I
didn't see any, you know, | was, | just came up the
stairwell, so | stood by the chart table, talking to
themfromlike the stairwell to the, to the --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And how about your
second trip up there?

MR. Pl AZZA: Just M ke was at the control.
Richie, | don’t know where he was.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: So M ke was the only
one there.

MR. Pl AZZA: The second tine up there, yeah,
M ke was the only one in that pilot house.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ckay. WAs anyone el se
showi ng up at that tine or --

MR Pl AZZA: No.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Let nme confirmthe boat
visits you made were to the Staten I|sl and?

MR Pl AZZA: Yes, yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: St aten |sland Control
House?

MR Pl AZZA: Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: How are you doi ng
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t oday?

When | talked to you the other night, you
mentioned that you had asked themif they were okay.

MR Pl AZZA: Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Di d you get an answer
fromeither of thenf

MR. Pl AZZA: | think they both, | think they

bot h acknowl edged, yeah, we are all right. | don’t
even know. | amnot going to say, | don't want to say
yeah, because | don’t know. | don’'t renenber. There
are a lot of little things | just can't seemto

r emenber .

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: The nen’s restroom is
that on the sal oon deck or is it on the deck --

MR. Pl AZZA: That is on the sal oon deck

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ckay. It is on the
sal oon deck

MR. Pl AZZA: About m d ship.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: M d ship, so you woul d
have cane out, you ran forward, and then you ran up the
ranp, up to the bridge deck

MR. Pl AZZA: Correct.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And then pretty nuch,
so, the actual distance fromyou had to go was pretty

short.
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MR Pl AZZA: Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ckay. But, it is on the
sal oon deck

MR Pl AZZA: At a full run, it took me maybe
not even 20 seconds to get fromthe nen’s cabin to the
steps leading down to the main deck. [|f that | ong.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: So, you went up to the
bridge, pilot house, prior to even going down to the
mai n deck --

MR. Pl AZZA: Right. Correct.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: You acknow edged what
had happened and then went up.

MR. Pl AZZA: Ri ght.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: So, it was a fairly
short peri od.

MR. Pl AZZA: Yeabh.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ckay.

MR. Pl AZZA. Like | said, maybe five m nutes,
t ops.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ckay.

MR. Pl AZZA: By the tinme | was up there.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And you have been on
this boat for just a few days?

MR. Pl AZZA: Yeah, | have worked on the boat

i n previous occasions, you know, a day here, an
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overtinme day from you know, calling the boat for an

overtime day.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: That

MR. TURRELL: Ckay.

is all

| have.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Do you recal |l seeing

either of the mates?

MR Pl AZZA: At the time of the acci dent?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER O any time during

the --

MR. Pl AZZA: No, | saw Bobby wal k,

see Dave at

see Dave or

saw t he wr eckage.

sonebody, |

him | thought

all. | thought Dave was gone.

| didn’t
| didn’t

Danny and | thought they were gone, when

Bobby was trying to attend to

t hought Bobby was hurt, he had bl ood on

After | came up fromthe engine room

Bobby, sonewhere in that chaos. Sone,

it was his, but it was sonebody el se’s.

| did run into

| can’t even

tell you how soon after. | did see Bobby and | didn't

see Dave at

| ater on, but,

first. | saw Dave | ater on, |

saw Danny

my first thought was they are gone.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Di d you ever seek them

out, | nmean, did you ever try to cal
or |l ook for thenf
MR. Pl AZZA: No. | was just,

li ke when |

them on the radi o

at that point,

was on the main deck, it was just I|ike,
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there were bodies, you couldn’t, you know, and then

sonewhere after that, | ran into Dave sonewhere.
Danny, | ran into at the very end, when we got to the
dock.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ckay.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: When you started out
that day, how many trips had the ferry made? Was that
just one trip to Manhattan?

MR. Pl AZZA: Let’'s see, we made the 1: 30,
there was, it woul d have been our second trip.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Second tri p.

MR. Pl AZZA: Trip back from Manhatt an

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: How were the prior
trips? The docking and everythi ng?

MR. Pl AZZA: Fi ne.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Al'l routine.

MR. Pl AZZA: Al'l routine, yeah. Nothing out
of the ordinary.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Nothing at all?

MR Pl AZZA: Nope.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And before you started
the day, you said you ran into the captains?

MR. Pl AZZA: R chie, yeah, when | saw himthen
he was up in the wheel house.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And you have a little
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conversation

MR. Pl AZZA. Yeah, hi, how are doi ng, okay.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  \What was hi s denmeanor ?

MR. Pl AZZA: Normal. Normal.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Not hing to notice at
all?

MR Pl AZZA: | didn't see anything different.

Richie, | mean, worked on a regular basis. The only

thing I noticed he had shaved his beard. That is it.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Ckay.

MR. Pl AZZA: Like the day before, | am | ooking
when | was doing | ookout, |ooks like Richie And I
doubl e checked, |ike on the sheet, is that you,
Ri chard? Oh, you shaved your beard, and he said, yes,
had to. That is the only thing different about the
man.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And when you ran up to
the pilot house, and you saw, you saw M ke Gansas at
t he control s.

MR Pl AZZA: Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And Ri chi e was
standi ng you said just behind --

MR. Pl AZZA: Yeah, just behind him like if |
am standi ng here, he was right here.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And he was yel ling
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shit, shit, shit.

MR. Pl AZZA: No, M ke had said, shit, shit.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: M ke.

MR. Pl AZZA: Wen | had told himwe had a DOA.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ckay. Did Richie say
anything at all, that you can recall?

MR. Pl AZZA: | don’t remenber. | renenber
M ke because | was | ooking at Mke at the tinme and
Ri chie was, you know, | kind of |ooked quick at Richie,
| ooked at Mke, it is still alittle bit of blur, but I
remenber | ooking nore at Mke. He was at the controls,
he is the captain.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: How did Richie seem
if you can renmenber, how did he, did you take note of
how he seened at the tine?

MR. Pl AZZA: He | ooked fine. He |ooked
normal, but in a state of shock, you know, |ike, I
don’t know. A little bit of shock, | guess, when
told them about the DOA, you know,, we had a DQA,
because | was still in shock, too. | was still like a
robot, | guess.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Were you bl eedi ng at
all?

MR Pl AZZA: No.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Did you happen to
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notice if either of themwere bl eedi ng?

MR. Pl AZZA: No, none of them were bl eeding,
because | didn’'t see any blood on them Pilot house
was in tact.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And you really didn't
work with Richie --

MR. Pl AZZA: No, either one of them| didn't
work on a regular basis. | would see them on the dock,
that is it.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Ckay.

MR. Pl AZZA. They were never ny assigned
capt ain.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And on your second
journey back to the pilot house, could you see Richie
Sm t h anywhere?

MR Pl AZZA: No.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And when you got there
only Mke was still on the control.

MR. Pl AZZA: Only M ke, yeah.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Di d you ask where
Richie went?

MR. Pl AZZA: No, didn’'t even think where
Ri chie was.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER:  Ckay.

MR. Pl AZZA: Furthest thing fromny m nd where
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Richie was, | wasn't even thinking that.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Right. And he was
al one there still.

MR. Pl AZZA. Yeah, M ke was alone in the pil ot
house.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay. Did you notice
anybody el se going or comng fromthe pilot house?

MR Pl AZZA: No.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Do you know where, do
you know why where M ke was on the journey, when it
first started back towards Staten Island?

MR. Pl AZZA: No, no. | don’t know that.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: (Ckay. Thank you.

MR. TURRELL: Any questions?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | have one questi on.

The first, the second visit to the wheel
house, M ke Gansas was at the control s?

MR Pl AZZA: Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And | know you were
there a brief time, can you tell us where he was in the
bri dge, and what he was doing to, with the control s?
Do you have any recollection of what controls he was
operating --

MR Pl AZZA: No.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: WAs he at the front
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center consol e?

MR. Pl AZZA: R ght, front center console.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ckay.

MR. Pl AZZA: Trying, he had one hand on the
wheel , and the other one was by, you know.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ckay.

MR. Pl AZZA: So he was trying to maintain
control of the vessel

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: He was mai nt ai ni ng,

t hrough the conpul sion and --

MR. Pl AZZA. Right, he was just trying to
control the vessel

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And - -

MR. Pl AZZA: | guess you would say nmaintain
sone steerage, you know.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Al right. D d he at
any tinme ever relate to you any | oss of maneuvering or
| oss of power, did he say | am having trouble
controlling or was there any --

MR. Pl AZZA: Sonmething with the engine. There
was sonet hing he said about the engines. And | don’'t
know what .

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Was that the first
visit or the second visit?

MR PIAZZA: | think it was the second, it was
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t he second visit.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: So he rel at ed sonet hi ng
to you --

MR. Pl AZZA: There was sonething wong with
the engines. | don't know if he was getting power or
not, but he was trying, he was trying to raise the
engi ne room Sonet hi ng about the power.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: He was trying to raise
t he engi ne room

MR, Pl AZZA. It was sonething, there was
sonmething wong at this point in regards to the
propul sion. Wat it was? | don't know |If he was
trying to get power to the other pilot house, but there
was sonething wong with the propul sion at that point.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Now, it is your
recoll ection, once the tug nade it to the ship and they
wer e now maneuvering to the vessel into the passengers
slip to off |oad the passengers, do you have any
know edge of who was piloting, Mke was piloting, but
where he was, do you know if he was, which pilot house
he was in?

MR, Pl AZZA: No. | don’t know. Sonmebody on
t he Manhattan side, | know that, but, who, | don't
know. | didn't even see Mke or Richie after that.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ckay.
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MR Pl AZZA: At that second tinme, | didn't see
any one of the captains for the rest of the day.

(Pause.)

MR, TURRELL: | have no further questions at
this time. | wll, at sonme point we may have a foll ow
up. We wll go back around. | just want to let you
know t hat at sonme point we nmay have to do a follow up.

MR. Pl AZZA: | was sure of that.

MR. TURRELL: | want you to be aware of that.

And | appreciate it. W are going to go back around.
Any follow up questions?

MR. WOODY: | just want you to clarify one
t hi ng.

You were in the nen’s room you are knocked
down, you get up, take you maybe a mnute or so to get
up, you got right up

MR. Pl AZZA: Yes. | got right up.

MR, WOODY: No problens, you weren’t injured
or anything |ike that.

MR. PI AZZA: | didn’t know | was hurt, until
after, you know, when | got on the dock | started
feeling ny | eg, ny back.

MR. WOODY: How long after that did you fee
you were injured?

MR Pl AZZA: Oh, hours | ater.
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MR. WOCDY: Hours | ater.

MR. Pl AZZA: Yes. After the adrenaline ran
out, | started to feel it.

MR, WOODY: And where did you go first?

MR. Pl AZZA: \Wen | left the nen’s roonf

MR WOODY: Yes.

MR, Pl AZZA. | canme out on the Jersey, on the
Jersey side of the vessel, picked up passenger --

MR. WOCODY: You did what?

MR. Pl AZZA. Picked up a passenger that had
fallen, he was getting stepped on, shoved him
literally, just shoved with the crowd again, once | got
him standing. And then | ran down the Jersey side of
t he vessel to the bough.

MR. WOODY: To the bough.

MR. Pl AZZA: To the, yes, to where the steps

WOODY: And the steps were gone.

Pl AZZA: They were gone.

WOODY: That is where you stopped.

Pl AZZA: Yes.

WOODY: You see a decapitated woman.

Pl AZZA: Ri ght.

WOODY: And then what did you do next?

2 3 3» 333 3 3

Pl AZZA: | go up to the, | ran to the
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Brookl yn side of the vessel, to the steps and | yelled
up, you know, sonebody get PD. Karen cane running
down, her partner, | think, was probably right behind
her. There was sonebody right behind her, okay. And
sai d, DOA, decapitated, and there is sonebody sitting
on, you know, the steps. | renenber seeing Karen.

MR, WOODY: Ckay.

MR. Pl AZZA: And | proceeded to continue up

MR WOODY: Up.

MR Pl AZZA: Up to the pilot house.

MR, WOODY: Pilot house. How long did it take
you get to the pilot house, maybe a mnute, half a
m nute or --

MR. Pl AZZA: No nore than five m nutes.

MR. WOODY: From -- five mnutes, | nean, from
that point to get to the pilot house, howlong did it
take you? Fromthe tinme you tal ked --

MR. Pl AZZA: Maybe a mnute. After | stopped,
not even a, | would say a m nute.

MR. WOODY: Ckay. You say not even five
m nutes, you are saying you got to the bridge in |ess
than five mnutes, fromthe tinme you got knocked down
or --

MR Pl AZZA: No.

MR WOODY: Alittle nore than five m nutes.
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MR. Pl AZZA: Fromthe tinme | got knocked down,
| would say five m nutes.

MR. WOODY: Say five m nutes, okay.

MR. Pl AZZA: Right. Fromthe time | got from
t he bough, you know, maybe --

MR, WOODY: Were you ever aware of any change
in the sound of the vessel ?

MR, Pl AZZA: No. Not at all

MR, WOODY: Like for exanple, did you hear a
sound that you would associate with the collision of
t he vessel ?

MR. Pl AZZA: | just heard crunch. | can't
descri be the sound.

MR. WOODY: This crunching sound, how long did
t hat conti nue?

MR. Pl AZZA: | don’t even know.

MR, WOODY: You don’t know.

MR. Pl AZZA: No cl ue.

MR, WOODY: And you said you saw - -

MR Pl AZZA: Who | didn’t see -- | didn't see
Earl Tolliver. | saw, | saw G eenwood.

MR. WOODY: You saw G eenwood.

MR. Pl AZZA: | saw Jerry Belfiore.

MR. WOODY: You saw Tol | iver.

MR Pl AZZA: Tolliver, Belfiore and --
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WOODY: Bel fiore.
Pl AZZA: And G eenwood, and then ne.
WOODY: Fi ve peopl e.

Pl AZZA: R ght. The ot her two deck hands

Danny Syl vester, they were on the main deck. |

did not see themor the two mates.

3

2 3 3 3 3

WOODY: On the --

Pl AZZA. Yeah, | --

WOODY: You said you seen them

Pl AZZA: No, | amsorry. | guess --
WOODY: That is okay.

Pl AZZA: | forgot about Tolliver, |

renenber | ran into himon --

al |

3

3 3» 33333 %

WOODY: You saw -- at one point.
Pl AZZA: Ri ght.

WOODY: You saw Tol liver.

Pl AZZA: Ri ght.

WOODY: And you saw G eenwood.
Pl AZZA: G eenwood.

WOODY: And - -

Pl AZZA: Bel fiore.

WOODY: Bel fiore.

Pl AZZA: Right, they were all, we were

WOODY: Four peopl e.
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MR. Pl AZZA: Ri ght.

MR, WOODY: And so that is who you didn't see.
MR. Pl AZZA: Syl vester and --

MR. WOODY: And the mates.

MR. Pl AZZA: The mates were on the main deck

and as far as | know. Danny, both Dannys were on the
mai n deck

MR. WOODY: So, G eenwood, Tolliver and
Bel fiore, are these all deck hands?

MR Pl AZZA: Yes.

MR. WOODY: And then you didn’'t see the two

mat es.
Pl AZZA: 1 did not see the two nmates.
WOODY: Ckay. That is all | have got.
Pl AZZA: -- trying to go back

WOODY: Ckay. Thank you.

2 3 3 3 3

TURRELL: Any further questions?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Just one real quick
Had you had your | ookout?

MR. PI AZZA: No, | was, | had the 4:30 | ook
out. Four thirty out of St. George.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Had you - -

MR. Pl AZZA. Yes. The day before | did the
| ookout with them And on previous occasions, on

different days if they were filling in, you know,
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di fferent vessels, | have done | ookout with them
bef ore.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Normal | y when you are
on the bridge as the | ookout, who all is up there with
you?

MR. Pl AZZA: The captain is usually up there,
the AC

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Bot h of themor --

MR Pl AZZA: Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: -- either one.

MR. Pl AZZA: Both of them

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ckay.

MR, TURRELL: Ckay.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: When you are up in the
pilot, you said the PA wasn’t working, was in the pilot
house beside the crash or the other --

MR. Pl AZZA: The pil ot house beside the crash.

| didn’t go to the New York side at all.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ckay.

MR. TURRELL: | think that concludes our
interview | want to thank you again, and we nmay
contact you in the future to foll ow up. | hope you
feel better.

MR. Pl AZZA: Thank you.

(Wher eupon, the interview was concl uded.)
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