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PROCEEDI NGS

MR. JONES: This is an interview wi th Dani el
Ennis. And he is a crew nenber aboard the Staten
| sl and Ferry.

My nanme is Rob Jones and we are going to
conduct the interview now.

Dani el, where were you at the tinme of the
acci dent ?

MR ENNIS: | was on nmain deck, Staten Island
end.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

MR. ENNI'S: Center of the boat.

MR. JONES: And if you could take us through
just from when you knew sonet hi ng was wong or what you
first witnessed and then through the entire incident.

MR. ENNI'S: Ckay. Mddle, the boat was in the
m ddl e of the harbor, the wind is blowing fierce. The
doors kept flying open. They are not, you know, they
are not bolted shut or anything |like that in case of an
ener gency. They fly open and the air conmes down the
wal kway and peopl e, you know, they get pissed off
because they are trying to read the paper and I go and
close them | did that two tines. The third tine |
couldn’t close the left door. The w nd was that

powerful that | could not close that door. So, |
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wal ked back, and sat down. | noticed it was al npst
time to approach the slip. | heard a huge, | don’t

know, bonb, | thought it was a ship that first that hit

us. | |1 ooked and everything was comng this way. |
was facing towards the -- Island Bridge. Looking at
the -- Island Bridge, when | heard this noise.

MR. JONES: Port side, starboard side?

MR ENNIS: | am as we, | amon the Brooklyn
side. This would happen on the Jersey side. | would
be at starboard, mne would be ny port.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

MR. ENNI'S: Just before | heard the noise, the
boat seened to, the bough, let’'s see, the Staten Island
end seened to go down a little bit, lisp to the
starboard. And right after that, that is when
everything conme ny way. Everything.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

MR ENNIS: I, | got up, there were other
peopl e, they were knocked over. | walked to the front,
why | did, | don't know | |ooked up and there was no
stairs. | seen the body, nmaybe, it was maybe two to

three feet left of the stairs on ny side of the boat.
| seen a body there, but he, he | ooked |ike he was
decapi t at ed. | imediately run back, | seen a man

| aying on the floor, a woman was there, tended to the
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man, he was noving. He had no blood or anything. He
said he was all right. He said, he slipped or

sonet hing, but he was all right. He said, | wll be
okay.

At the tinme | junped over to the seats and |
ran past this wonman, she had short black hair, snal
woman. | went to go, she was bl eeding fromthe nouth.

| went to get a life preservers, sticking under the
head, so | had this lady on the deck. | left, | put it
and then | noticed she had no legs, | think one | eg was
gone. As | wal ked further to the md ship of the
boat, there was other people and I -- One guy is
| ooking for his friend, Pete, help nme | ook for Pete.
Movi ng and step away, chairs, benches, everything. W
found his backpack, but we didn’t find this other guy.
At that tinme, | seen a body there whose face was
ri pped off. He coul d have been alive, | --

| seen Bob Rush. He is the other mate. He
asked me where is the mask? W kept, we carry a
defibulator on that side, it is |like a gear room that
was conpletely gone. So, | was |looking for, I, as we
were wal king towards the rack, | found the defibul ator
and handed it to Bob and Bob took off down the other
side of the boat. | did the best as | could to help

peopl e. There was anot her man who was | ayi ng there,
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his nanme | think was Lewis. He had gl asses, Puerto
Rican. | asked if he was hurt. He said he couldn’'t
breathe. | got himup, | sat himin the seat. At

that time | noticed, we were drifting, we were

drifting. | didn't see no other boats. | didn’t know
if there was a boat to bring us in or, | don’t think we
were under our power. | didn’'t, | didn't hear anything

runni ng at that tine.

MR. JONES: The previous anmount of tinme you
were tal king about, the ship was solid agai nst that
pier, and you noticed it was drifting.

MR. ENNI'S: Actually, actually I thought it
was a ship that hit us first. | didn’t even know we
hit the pier.

MR, JONES: Yes.

MR ENNIS: If | ever |ooked over ny shoul der

and seen everything comng, | didn't know it was the
pier at all. | |looked for a ship. | was hoping to see
a bough of a ship because the gash so, | don’t know |

don’t know.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

(Pause.)

MR. ENNI'S: You know, | am not a wuzzie, what
| seen, | --

MR. JONES: Take your tine.
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MR. ENNI'S: Yeah, go ahead.

MR JONES: Well, let’s, we can just turn
around. How | ong have you worked for the ferries?

MR. ENNI'S: Approximtely seven years,
t hi nk, seven or eight years.

MR JONES: And -- Now it is nme. | wll call
you back.

And enpl oyed in what capacity?

MR. ENNI'S: As deck hand.

MR. JONES: As deck hand. And, is that a
union affiliation?

MR. ENNI'S: That is Local 333, yeah.

MR. JONES: Three, thirty, three.

And what are the hours you usually work on

t he vessel ?

MR ENNIS: On this particular ship it is from

1: 30 to 9: 30.
MR. JONES: And is that standard every day?
MR. ENNI'S: Tuesday is maybe an hour and a
half we do a steering drills. Wadnesday is another
hour and a half, we do a fire and life boat drill.
Thur sday, every second week we do a cleaning drill.
MR, JONES: Ckay.
MR. ENNIS: Friday is al nost sonetines a

regul ar day, unless the ferries break down, we wll
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still be on the run.

MR, JONES: You work five days a week, seven
days a week?

MR. ENNI S: Four days a week.

MR, JONES: Four days. And you nentioned you

did these drills. D d you receive any other kind of

trai ni ng?

MR ENNI'S: CPR

MR, JONES: CPR training. DOl send you to
that, or --

MR. ENNIS: Do | have a certificate? Yes, |
do.

MR JONES: Is it DOT that sends you there or
is the local?

MR. ENNI'S: Yes, yes, no, DOT sends us there.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

MR ENNIS: W did other, what do you cal
that, bio, nmedical, bio hazard, did that training.

MR. JONES: Ckay. Hazmat.

MR ENNI'S: Hazmat .

MR, JONES: Hazmat. Ckay.

Did you receive any type of crowd contro
trai ni ng?

MR ENNIS: Yes. | was awarded, we did rescue

by buoy 22, that is in the | ower bay, and a sail boat
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had capsi zed, we rescued four people.

MR. JONES: Which vessel ?

MR ENNIS: | ampretty sure it was an
Al | egi ance, the captain’s nanme was Joey Cox. Was it
the Al'l egi ance.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | am not sure which
boat .

MR. JONES: Did you receive an individual or
the --

MR ENNIS: No, we got a certificate. W al
over on Staten Island and --

MR JONES: G eat.

The crowd control training that you received,
yearly, once every five years, do you renmenber what it
i S?

ENNI S: Yearly.

JONES: And this again is through the --
ENNI S: That canme in handy that day.
JONES: And that is through the DOT?

ENNI S: Yeabh.

2 3 3 3 3%

JONES: Okay. And you said the
defi bulator, that was | ocated in the gear box?

MR. ENNI'S: Yeah, on the door there, they have
it mounted inside the door.

MR. JONES: Is that md ship?
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MR. ENNI'S: That woul d be on the Staten Island
end, on the, actually it would be starboard side, we
call that Jersey side.

MR. JONES: Jersey side, Staten Island.

MR. ENNI'S: W have one on each floor. There
is the main deck and we have sal oon deck, bridge deck
and we have al so | ocate each pil ot house.

MR. JONES: And where you were, you said | ower
deck.

MR. ENNI'S: That main deck

MR. JONES: Main deck. So, main deck, |ower,
next deck up

MR. ENNI'S: Sal oon deck.

MR. JONES: Sal oon deck.

MR. ENNI'S: Bridge deck. Hurricane deck is,
we have no passengers up there, that is where the pilot
house is | ocated.

MR. JONES: Ckay. So, main, saloon and bridge
and they are all accommodation areas as far as seats.

MR ENNI S: Yes.

MR. JONES: Ckay. And the other one is
hurri cane.

MR ENNI'S: Six thousand.

2

JONES: And just the two pilot houses.

MR, ENNI'S: Two pil ot houses.
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MR. JONES: Up there.

You have got to forgive ne, all the ships
have worked on --

MR. ENNI' S: Yeah.

MR. JONES: One pointy end, the other one is a
nice big round, so. Sorry about this.

(Pause.)

MR. JONES: So during the tinme of the
accident, you just mainly were, stayed the | ower |evel
and assi sted whoever you coul d.

MR. ENNI'S: The whole trip | was on that |ower
| evel .

MR. JONES: Ckay. The vessel pulled back in,
basically, now, New York end, into Staten Island,
Manhattan end to the Staten Island.

MR ENNIS: That | don’t know. They nust have
had to turn the boat around and put the New York end
into the slip, because there was no way, the stairs on
my end were conpl etely gone.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

MR ENNIS: If | renenber right, I would
think, I amjust taking a guess, two feet the nost
left, so she was ripped like this, and there was a body
t here.

MR. JONES: Right.
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MR ENNIS: So, | imagine they turned it
around so they could di scharge the people.

MR. JONES: Right. So, the tine that you were
down there, the next thing you noticed then was rescue
units or fire departnent or police personnel com ng
aboar d.

MR ENNI'S: Yes, yes.

MR. JONES: So then you were back against the
dock.

MR. ENNI'S: Yes. | had hooked up the boat at
that time. That is part of my job is to put the hook
into the pad to the deck, open the gates and stuff I|ike
t hat .

MR. JONES: So then you did, you did that
agai n.

MR. ENNI'S: Yes.

MR JONES: Okay. All right. And do you have
any recollection of tinme, did you ever | ook at your
wat ch during this incident?

MR ENNIS: When | tried to close that door, |
couldn’t close it, because the w nd was that powerful,
| wal ked back, | would say 3:15, 3:20.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

MR ENNIS: | can’t be exact, but.

MR. JONES: Ckay. And how long after that did
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the incident occur, best estinmte?

MR. ENNI'S: Best estimate, four, maybe six

m nut es.
MR, JONES: Ckay.
MR. ENNI'S: Maybe | ess.
MR, JONES: Ckay.

MR ENNIS: It wasn't too nuch after | tried
to close that door that | wal ked back and I was goi ng
to walk to the end of the boat because sonetinmes the
peopl e get very annoyed at you, and they will let you
know, and I, | just sat down because | knew we were
close to the end.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

MR. ENNI'S: There was no sense in wal king al
the down the other end and wal king all the way back, up
again. And that what happened.

MR. JONES: Yes. Did you see either of the
Captains prior to the incident when you were --

MR. ENNI'S: When | first got onboard, yes, |
did go up there.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

MR ENNIS: Up to the wheel house, | saw both
of them Assistant Captain, the Captain and | think
saw the Mate Bob Rush, in the New York pilot house.

That was maybe around, oh, 14:45 | woul d say.
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MR, JONES: Ckay.
MR. ENNIS: W& were headi ng towards Manhatt an.
MR. JONES: Ckay. And the mate, the second

mate, is that what he is listed at or just mate?

MR. ENNI'S: Yeah, that is --

MR. JONES: Bob Rush.

MR. ENNI'S: Yeah, Rush was up there al so.

MR. JONES: Ckay. And he is the second mate?
MR ENNIS: | --

MR JONES: O mate?

MR. ENNI'S: They go seniority, | don't know if

Hyde has been there longer, or if he has, or --

MR. JONES: Ckay. Al right.

| amgoing to turn it over to the other
gent | eman, now, Daniel.

DETECTI VE MATTEI: Steve Mattei.

How fast do you think the boat was going? Can
you take an estimte or --

MR ENNIS: | would say the regul ar speed.

DETECTI VE MATTEI : What woul d be normal speed?
| don’t know.

MR. ENNI'S: That | have no i dea.

DETECTI VE MATTEI : Ckay.

MR ENNIS: | imagine, | don't know, they have

governors on them as far as | know.
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DETECTI VE MATTEI : Ckay.

MR, JONES: Just to junp in, Rob Jones here
again. The regular transit speed com ng through the
har bor .

MR. ENNI'S: Yes.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

DETECTI VE MATTEI: Ckay. Now, we had heard
i ke sone people saying just before the boat, they
t hought naybe the boat sped up. Did you feel that at
all, the boat speeding up just before?

MR. ENNI'S: No.

DETECTI VE MATTEI: O was it just the norma

speed or --

MR. ENNI'S: No.

DETECTI VE MATTEI: O did you think --

MR ENNIS: No, the only thing, at that tinme |
didn't know where we were, but | did feel like the

bough was |isping to the starboard.

DETECTI VE MATTEI: You are going to have to
help nme on that one. The bough to the starboard, | am
not too --

MR. ENNI'S: Ckay.

DETECTI VE MATTEIl: Front and back | know.

MR ENNIS: Al right. W wll say the front.

DETECTI VE MATTEI: Ckay. The front end headi ng
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towards Staten | sl and.

si de.

| ower

| ower,

room

MR ENNI'S: Right.

DETECTI VE MATTEI: You felt that go?
MR ENNIS: Towards the starboard.
MR. JONES: Front right side.
DETECTI VE MATTEI : Ckay.

MR. ENNI'S: That is your right.

DETECTI VE MATTEI: Ri ght side, the Jersey

MR. ENNI'S: Right, exactly.

DETECTI VE MATTEI: Ckay. And you were on the

|l evel or the mddle I evel?

MR ENNIS: That is the nmain deck, that is

we have a deck below that, that is the engine

DETECTI VE MATTEI : Ckay.

MR ENNIS: | amon the main deck
DETECTI VE MATTEI : The main deck
MR ENNI'S: Right.

DETECTI VE MATTEI: That is the | owest where

t he people can go on.

MR ENNI'S: Right.

DETECTI VE MATTEI: Al right. You said after

t he acci dent you hooked up the boat, is that what --

MR ENNIS: After the acci dent?
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DETECTI VE MATTEI: Yes, it was your job to
hook up the boat or sonething.

MR ENNIS: Well, after, the boat, after it
hit, like | said, | ran to see what was in the front
and | ran back, and | hel ped this nman here, and then,
you know, you are going --

DETECTI VE MATTEI : Yeah, you are hel ping.

MR. ENNIS: | am not | ooking at ny watch.

DETECTI VE MATTElI: No, | know.

MR ENNIS: Trying to help what | could do
there. To ne, when | hel ped that other guy, Louie,
Lewis, it seened |ike we were adrift.

DETECTI VE MATTEI : Ckay.

MR, ENNI'S: But, | amnot | ooking around.

DETECTI VE MATTElI: Did you happen to see, |ike
before the accident, you mssed the slot or like the
boat was m ssing --

MR. ENNI'S: No.

DETECTI VE MATTElI: So you --

MR ENNIS: | just thought we were just a
regul ar --

DETECTI VE MATTEI : Ri ght.

MR ENNIS: -- going in.

DETECTI VE MATTEI : Ckay. And you said you

seen, was it Bob Rush, and the Assistant Captain and
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the Captain in what did you say, in --

MR ENNIS: In the pilot house.

DETECTI VE MATTElI: In the pilot house.

MR. ENNI'S: New York pilot house.

DETECTI VE MATTEI: New York pil ot house.

That was going to Manhattan

MR. ENNI'S: Towards Manhatt an.

DETECTI VE MATTEI: Ckay. Now what about com ng
back to Staten |sland?

MR ENNIS: | was down on the main deck

DETECTI VE MATTEI : You never went up at all?

MR. ENNI'S: Just that tinme, and wal ked down to
t he mai n deck

DETECTI VE MATTEI: No, when you | eft
Manhat t an.

MR. ENNI S: Yeah.

DETECTI VE MATTElI: Did you ever go up to the
hi gher floors?

MR ENNIS: No. | went down to the main deck

DETECTI VE MATTEI : Ckay.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Boat | eaves at three
o’ cl ock.

DETECTI VE MATTElI: What is that?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: The boat | eaves

Manhattan at three o’ cl ock.
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DETECTI VE MATTEI : Yeah, no, | got --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: He saw t hem bef ore.

DETECTI VE MATTEI : Yeah, no, so you seen them
going to Manhattan, you see those three people up in
t he pil ot house.

MR ENNI'S: Right.

DETECTI VE MATTEI: Right, that is when you are
goi ng to Manhattan

MR ENNI'S: Right.

DETECTI VE MATTEI: Then did you get off the
boat at all or no?

MR. ENNI' S: No.

DETECTI VE MATTElI: So you just stayed --

MR ENNIS: On the boat.

DETECTI VE MATTEI: After you seen them you
went down to the |ower |evel and you stayed down there.

MR ENNIS: Right. W are still going to
Manhattan at that tine.

DETECTI VE MATTEI: Right. And then you never
got off when you got to Manhattan

MR. ENNI' S: No.

DETECTI VE MATTEI: You stayed in that | ower
| evel .

MR ENNIS: That is nmy job, to stay in ny

station.
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DETECTI VE MATTEI : Yeah, okay. And then when

you cane back to Staten Island, the boat is com ng back

to Staten Island, you still stayed down there.

MR ENNIS: Right, | stay down there, the
reason why is because those doors kept on sw ngi ng
open.

DETECTI VE MATTEI : Ckay.

MR. ENNI' S: Sonebody has got to cl ose them

you know.

DETECTI VE MATTEI: Al right. How about going

there, was the doors opening up?

MR. ENNI'S: What do you nean goi ng there?

DETECTI VE MATTEI: Going to Manhattan, was the

doors openi ng up?
MR ENNIS: | don't, no, no, | don't know

about that end.

DETECTI VE MATTEI: Well, you were down there,

right, | nmean, that is --
MR. ENNI S: Yes. But, | am not down on Staten
| sl and end. | am on the New York end.

DETECTI VE MATTEI: OCh, okay. Ckay.
MR. ENNI'S: Let ne explain sonething.

DETECTI VE MATTEI : Yes.

MR. ENNI'S: The pilot house is up on the New

Yor k end.

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
(301) 565- 0064



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

20

DETECTI VE MATTEI : Ckay.

MR. ENNIS: When | cone out of that pilot
house, | go down the bridge deck, downstairs to the
mai n deck

DETECTI VE MATTEI : Ckay.

MR ENNIS: | don't go all the way down to the
mai n deck, and wal k the main deck, down to the Staten
| sl and end here. You understand what | am sayi ng?

DETECTI VE MATTEI: Yes. So, your position is
in, going to Manhattan you are in the back of the boat,
comng to Staten Island you are in the front of the
boat .

MR ENNIS: Well, | amall over the boat.

DETECTI VE MATTEI : Ckay.

MR ENNIS: My job is when we hook up to
Staten |sl and.

DETECTI VE MATTEI : Ckay.

MR. ENNI'S: Anything el se besides that, | am
checki ng passengers.

DETECTI VE MATTEI : Ri ght.

MR. ENNI'S: Looking --

DETECTI VE MATTEI: But, the doors open three
times comng to Staten Island.

MR. ENNI'S: Ch, yeah, the wi nd was bl ow ng.

DETECTI VE MATTEI : Bl om ng heavy, right.

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
(301) 565- 0064



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

21

MR, ENNIS: Ch, yes.

DETECTI VE MATTEI : But, going to Manhattan you
don’t know if they were opening up or not.

MR ENNIS: On ny end?

DETECTI VE MATTEI: No, on the other end.

MR. ENNI'S: That | don’t know.

DETECTI VE MATTEI: Ckay. Who was on the other
si de?

MR. ENNI'S: Who is on the other side?

DETECTI VE MATTEI: Who would be on, if you
were goi ng towards Manhattan, who would be on that --

MR. ENNI'S: That deck hand is Syl vester.

DETECTI VE MATTElI: Okay. All right, | guess
that is it.

MR. JONES: Coast Guard, Richard CGonzal ez.

MR. GONZALEZ: \When the, when it started, did
you see any other deck hands on the Staten I|sl and,
operators or personnel there with you on the main deck?

MR. ENNI'S: Oh, yeah, there was a mate, Billy
Dole, I saw. | saw Hyde. | saw Bob Rush. Like |I said
he was | ooking for the mask for the defibul ator, hel ped
them | ooked for that. | found that, gave that to Bob.

He went to assist other passengers. | got a |ot of
help fromthe, fromthe construction workers on the

boat. Me and this other guy, when things got a little
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settled, we enbraced, shook hands. | think his name was
M ke.

MR, GONZALEZ: Ckay.

MR ENNIS: | could have did a |ot nore, but,

you know, it is --

MR JONES: | amsure you did nore than what
you did. It is quite a scene down there from what |
could tell. |1 amsure you did a |ot.

MR ENNIS: | told the man this norning and
the FBI, | think it was sone fromyour office there.

MR. JONES: From t he NTSB?

MR, ENNIS: Yes. They are two good captai ns.

Al crews, you know --

MR. JONES: Yes. Al right. Daniel, if, at
this time, you know, | would like to ask you if there
anyt hing you think could help, God forbid another
situation |ike that.

MR ENNIS: | hope it never happens again.

MR. JONES: Right. But, just from seeing what
you have seen, you know, we know there were the life
j ackets, they seened really accessible. Any other
medi cal supplies that could be down there that you
t hi nk you maybe nore of, less of, better location, is
it adequate? \Whatever you think m ght help.

MR ENNIS: | got alittle annoyed with one
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passenger, grabbed ne, where is the Band- A ds. Look,

what is a going band-aid going to do for this man here.

MR

. JONES: Yes. Well, | just want to give

you that opportunity.

VR.
VR.
VR.
VR.

ENNI S: No.
JONES: No.
ENNIS: It is amllion things --

JONES: | think that is fine.

appreci ate your tine.

MR

. ENNI'S:  Yes.

(Wher eupon, the interview was concl uded.)
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