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PROCEEDI NGS

MR. JONES: Ckay. This is an interview with
Oficer Charles Cummo.

OFFI CER CUWO. Correct.

MR JONES: O the 1-2-0. And if you could --

OFFI CER CUMMO.  Yes, O ficer Cummo, Shield
Nunber 19843, of the 120'" precinct.

| was a conducting, at 14:00 by 22:35 hour
tour. My detail assignnent is the Staten Island Ferry
Termnal. | normally patrol the Andrew J. Barberi on a
regul ar basis, regular five days a week, Tuesday
t hrough Sat ur day.

On that particular day with the accident of
the Andrew J. Barberi, the wi nds were heavy. The
waters were a little bit nore rockier. W had no
probl enms docking into the Manhattan termnal, itself.
W | oaded our passengers on. | believe at
approxi mately, there m ght have been anywhere from 15
to 2, 1500 to 2000 passengers. We proceeded back to
Staten Island, St. CGeorge Term nal. Normal Iy, | stay
wi thin the upper |evel, near the concession stand,
because they have a |ot of troubles with their patrons
and the workers that, you know, serve food. On that
time, | noted that it was just me and O ficer Dover-

Santiago and O ficer Downing, which was telling nme he
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was com ng back Manhattan froma court appoi ntnent that
he had.

We m ght have been in the water anywhere from
15 to 20 mnutes. The normal thing for a lot of the
passengers, what they do, they go to the front of boat
and they anticipate the docking. So, they m ght be
able to get to the train, or the bus or have sonebody
waiting to pick themup. So it is a normal thing for
all passengers to be at the front of the boat. Mysel f
and O ficer Dover-Santiago, we are still at, you know,
somewhat center or front of the boat at that tine.
There was a deck hand, | don’t recall his |ast nane,
his name was Jerry, starting yelling out, get to the
back of the back of the boat, several tinmes. At that
time nme and O ficer Dover-Santiago, we saw t he unusual
| arge crowd at the front, we thought it was a fight at
first. You know, we were not aware that we were com ng
into the pylons or the dock, or itself.

MR. JONES: Just if | could interrupt one
second. Wiat |evel was this at, that Jerry was on?

OFFI CER CUWMWMO: This was all at the upper
| evel. He was on the upper level front end side.

MR. JONES: Where the passengers usually
di senbar k?

CFFI CER CUMMO. Exactly, correct.
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MR. JONES: Al right. Ckay.

OFFI CER CUMMO. So, again, like |I said, he
brought it to our attention, you know, he is yelling
get to the back of the boat. M and Karen, again, we
are, we proceeded forward, not in a rush, not running
or nothing like that because again we anticipated it
was a fight within the cromd. Then |I noticed, as Karen
noticed, that passengers started com ng towards us,
runni ng for what reason, again, we weren't under the
i nfluence that we were coming up to the, to the dock
itself. So, we saw the urgency in people s faces and
their notions by running towards us, again, now ne and
Karen, we ran forward. Still not know ng that we were
comng up to the pylons.

| think Dover-Santiago, O ficer Dover-
Santiago cane to her know edge firsthand, because she
was on the left side of ne, she saw the outside and
pyl ons were com ng closer. She brought it to ny
attention, and at that tine, the sanme deck hand, Jerry,
started yelling, brace yourself, we are going to hit.
W are going to hit. So, again, at that tinme, nme and
Karen still proceeded forward, grabbing passengers.
Now, | am aware of that is going on. W start pushing
passengers further away, you know, and sonmewhat of an

orderly fashion. W are trying to gain, you know,
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their conpliance. At that nonent, we struck. M,
Karen and | am sure everybody that was around us, we
were all thrown to the floor, if not into a chairs.

At that time, we weren't, we weren't aware of
the severity of the accident, itself. W knew we hit,
and it was a long hit. But, again, we didn't know how
high it was on the boat, itself, because by our first
observation, we could just see the front of the boat.
And a lot of debris on the front of the boat. And we
saw a gentleman in the distance, in the front with a
beam goi ng across his foot. | noticed and Karen al so
noticed the uncertainty of the floor, itself. So,
Karen proceeded, which under ny direction, told
everybody, just tell everybody to get to the back of
the boat. Her and that deck hand, Jerry, at that tine,
started proceedi ng people to the back of the boat. And
somewhat in a calmfashion at that tine.

MR. JONES: Still on that sane |evel

OFFI CER CUWO Still on that sane | evel.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

OFFI CER CUVWMO At that tinme, | went down to
the gentleman, the elderly gentleman at the bottom at
that time, trying to get himout. But, then | canme to
the, you know, | canme across the first victimof the

accident, itself and it, it seened to be, | couldn't
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say for sure, a female DOA at the tine, by
decapi tati on. | proceeded forward, | got that old
gentleman out. And that is when | had the first glance
of the Iower level of the severity of the accident,
itself. You had several casualties of the accident,
and yes, there was, in the imediate vicinity, you had
a couple of DOAs at that tine.

Karen, again, stayed upstairs with the
passengers, do what she had to do, crowd control
what ever it m ght have been. And | proceeded to stay
down bel ow and started to set up a triage, an area,
t aki ng nanmes and making interest to the people that
wer e consci ous enough, in order to get the, their
information in case they did pass out fromwhatever, it
m ght have been shock or trauma, whatever it m ght have
been. There were people down there at that tine.
There was, | don’t know their nanes, but it was a bl ack
gentl eman and a Hi spanic gentl eman that were down
there. By ny directions, | asked themto sit wth the
nore severities, the casualties, itself. | was then
approached several off duty officers that were able and
willing to help nme set up, so this way when FD and
paranetric came aboard, we knew who was going first,
who is already DOA and try to treat themas wth the

basi ¢ equi prent that we had on the boat. Basically, it
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was just a first aid kit, which was brought to ny
attention froma young | ady that was assisting a
gentl eman that had his |l egs cut off.

MR JONES: Right.

OFFI CER CuvwvO W didn't have the backboards,
t he neck braces, the splints, the tourniquets, nothing
i ke that to provide the nedical attention that these
peopl e deserved at the tine. So, we nanaged the best
we can with shirts and belts and whatever m ght have
been.

MR. JONES: You nentioned the nedical kit, do
you know who brought that down to you or how you got
it?

OFFI CER CUMMO | did not see a nedical kit.
I, I, it was brought to ny attention by that young
| ady, we need one.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

COFFI CER CUMMO. Nobody cane and brought one.

MR. JONES: Yeah, okay. The first couple of
DOAs you said, do you know approxi mately where they
wer e besides the one that was decapitated?

COFFI CER CUMMDO. Ckay. The first, she was the
first DOA that | canme across. The second DOA, when you
got to the lower |evel, adjacent to the elderly

gentleman that | was trying to help, was buried under
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t he debris, lifeless.

MR, JONES: Yes.

OFFI CER CUMVD: Then proceedi ng forward,
proceedi ng forward backwards --

MR. GONZALEZ: Take your tine. Take your
time. This isn't a rush here. Take your tine.

(Pause.)

MR. JONES: And you know we don’t even have to
go there. That is, you know, take your tinmne.

MR. GONZALEZ: |If you can’t now, you can’'t do
it. You only can do what you want. They are not, you
know.

MR. JONES: W can go on to other issues about
this. No problem

OFFI CER CUMWO At the tinme there was, |
counted five, five DOAs and two likelys. Like |I said,
there was two DOAs, one was buried under debris, and
the other one partially buried. | couldn’t tell the
gender.

MR. JONES: Yeah.

OFFI CER CUMWO: There was a gentleman in that
sanme vicinity, which had eye socket the side of his
face. It was partially renoved. That was to the outer
part of the boat, if you are |ooking fromthe back, at

that time, it was the front end, but, it turned out to
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be the back, when Captain Gansas turned the boat around
and pulled it into slip, that was, to ne that was the
back end. So, if you are | ooking fromback end to the
front, like | say, you had the two DOAs, you had the
gentleman with his face ripped off, the young | ady, we
al ready explained. To the right and to the m ddl e of
the boat, you had a gentlenman there m ssing a foot.

Next to him wthin the sane vicinity of him there was
a young |l ady there m ssing both her |egs. And that is
where the gentl eman was, he was m ssing both his |egs.
To the left of him was a likely, again, | couldn't
tell you the gender. Her abdonmen was open with the
severity of small and | arge intestines sticking out.

In front of her, working my way to the front of the
boat, there was a gentleman | believe that was face
down in the face, wth back injuries, unable to fee

any sensation, but no conmpounds, no fractures, no

bl eeding. Next to himwas another, | believe a
gentleman, | couldn’t tell you the gender, DQA, |aying
face down, |eg were separated to an outer part.

To the left of himwas another young | ady,
correction, a gentleman wth back injuries, neck
injuries and trauma to the nose. It could have been
cerebral fluids fromthe nose. Back over to the mddle

of the boat, was another gentl enman, again, back, neck
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injuries, blood fromnose and ears. Again, could be
cerebral fluids.

Wor ki ng nmy back further, in the mddle of the
boat, was a gentlenman | aying down, face down, again,
bl eeding from nouth, profusely. Not at the tine, but,
| believe, likely.

MR. JONES: That is all right. W really
don't --

MR, GONZALEZ: | would say that is enough for
t oday.

MR. JONES: Yeah, that is plenty. Okay. |
appreciate it, but --

Let’s go to a different area. You say you
ride the Barberi or --

COFFI CER CUMMD. Frequent | y.

MR. JONES: Frequently.

CFFI CER CUMVD. Yes, ny steady post.

MR. JONES: So, not even, even when you,
during your tinme with that you are riding the ferries,
you don’t switch to other boats, you just ride that one
for your tour?

OFFI CER CUMWMO | ride that throughout the
duration of ny tour. W board that boat at 2:30.
believe the first one is 1:30. W board, nme and ny

partner, Karen Dover-Santiago, we board at 2:30. And we
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remain on that boat until it docks at 21:00 hours. And
that is the last run. And when we cone in, we sign out
for the day until 22:35.

MR. JONES: Do you know both these captains?

OFFI CER CUMMO | don’t know them personally,
but, I amfamliar wth Captain Gansas and al so Captain
Smth due to work environnent.

MR. JONES: Yeah. Anything to say about them
just cordial to you or you see themjust at gl ance?

OFFICER CUMWMO | nean, if you are asking for
a character, Captain Smth reserve, very quiet, keeps
to hinself, very selective to who talks to. Quiet man
Respect ful .

MR. JONES: All right.

OFFI CER CUVWO Capt ai n Gansas, again,
respectful, enjoys nusic, very polite.

MR. JONES: How do you know he enjoys mnusic?

OFFI CER cuwo: Wl |, | mean, into the
conversations in order to pass sone of the tine away, |
have, like when there is a |layover in Manhattan, we,
like the 5:15 is the next boat, we will engage in
conversations, and, you know, just for tinme to --

MR. JONES: Pass the tine.

OFFI CER CUWMO  Exact|y.

MR, JONES: Yeah. Ckay.
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OFFI CER CUMVD. So, dislikes and enjoys and
stuff like that. But, again, very approachable. Any
questions, | nean, very know edgeabl e about the boat
and everything el se. On a few occasions he actually,
because it brings it to nmy attention how the boat
operates on a propul sion instead of, you know, the
ol der boats being operated with, with a prop, or
propel | or. The understandi ng of how the boat, this
particul ar class could be operate side to side, front,
backwards. | nmean, very know edgeabl e about the
harbor. | nean, within our conversations about the
di fferent buoys and | didn’'t even know there was a
butterm Ik in harbor, itself.

MR. JONES: Yeah.

OFFI CER CUMWD | didn't even know what a
butterm |k was, other than the mlk that is churned
with the butter.

But, an all around nice gentl eman.

MR. JONES: Yes. Ckay. You stated when you
| eft Manhattan, you assuned there was about 1500 to
2000 peopl e.

OFFI CER CUWO. Correct.

MR. JONES: How do you do that benchmark of
nunber s?

OFFICER CUMWO. That is a norm That is
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pretty nmuch a norm because that is usually just before
that run is just before like a major rush hour.

Usual |y when we pull in and do the four o’ clock boat,
the 5:15 boat, that is usually when it starts getting
heavi er, where we estimate, that particular class could
carry up to 6,000 to 6500 passengers. By a normal
general eye, when we do our patrol to get on that boat,
we patrol all three |levels before we station ourselves
at the concession because of due to the upgrade up
passengers getting disgruntled about the cost of the
food or whatever it mght be. So, we cone to our
realization that this is where we have nost of our

pr obl ens.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

OFFI CER CUMMO. So, by our presence right
there, we elimnate a |lot of the argunentative and
everything else. W still get sone disgruntles, but |
mean, they nove it on.

But, we, ne and ny partner, we usually patrol
all three levels, go to the end and to the end of the
boat and the beginning to the end of the waterway.
Again, we are equipped wth these radioactive detectors
and that is a normfor the day.

MR. JONES: Radi oactive detectors?

OFFICER CUVWMO: It | ooks like an old fashion
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si ze beeper, and it picks up radioactive materi al
wi thin the background area.

MR. JONES: So is that for 9/11.

OFFI CER CUMMO That is for terrorists.

MR. JONES: That is 9/11.

OFFICER CUVMO It is terrorist training, yes.

MR. JONES: Ckay. During the transits back and
forth, do you go up the bridge at all, the pilot house?

OFFICER CUMMO In, in route, yes. Not often,
but every once in awhile, you know, it is a quiet boat
or whatever it mght be, I, nyself, would go up there
and engage, again, like | said, that is how!l canme to
know Captain Gansas and al so Captain Smth.

MR. JONES: Yeah, but, underway. Wen the
vessel is underway?

OFFI CER CUWMO When the vessel is already
under way.

MR, JONES: Now is that, do you know t he code
to get in that door, into the pilot house?

OFFI CER CUMWO:  Yes, | do.

MR, JONES: Okay. |Is that standard for the
police officers that are assigned to the vessel?

OFFICER CUMO | couldn’t say if it was or
not .

MR. JONES: Ckay. It mght not be a bad idea
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if it was.

CFFI CER CUMMDO. Well, it is a good idea so we
are able to get up and down, as often as we need.

MR. JONES: Yeah.

CFFI CER CUMMO. | nean, here is a facility up
t here, a bat hroom

MR, JONES: Yes.

OFFI CER Cuw: That |, | use.

MR, JONES: And if, when you have been up
there, you know, on these casual occasions, how many
peopl e have been up there with you, or in the pil ot
house?

OFFI CER CUWO: Usual ly there is the captain
you know, whether it is AC or the head captain and a
| ookout .

MR. JONES: Ckay. Is there any restrictions on
you when they are docking, when they are getting cl ose
to the pier, for going up there? Have you been up
there and they have asked you to | eave just because
they were comng closer to the dock and --

OFFICER CUMO No, it is actually, it is not
requested. | think like, I can only speak for nyself,
and ny partner, we just, it is a courtesy thing, you
know, it is an detention span that they need in order

to, you know, pull in. And it is our duty also to see
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t he passengers onboard safely and exit the boat safely,
al so.

MR. JONES: So, you have never been asked to
| eave the pilot house, if you had been up there.

OFFI CER CUVWMO.  No, never.

MR. JONES: All right. The crew nenbers, the
deck hands, do you see their presence around a lot? O
is it, you know, what is your take on how often you see
t he crew nmenbers?

CFFI CER CUMMO. Thr oughout the course of the
trip, not this particular day.

MR. JONES: The voyage, yeah.

OFFI CER CUMVD. Frequently, like | said, we
usual ly station ourselves after the boat is on the way,
on the upper level, near the concession, so, we usually
see the deck hand, the two deck hands that are actually
responsi ble for that level. And on occasion, we m ght
see a deck hand that m ght come up fromthe other, the
| ower |l evels, maybe to get thenselves a cup of coffee
just to go back to their stations.

MR, JONES: So, for your know edge, it is two
deck hands per deck?

OFFI CER CUWO. Correct.

MR. JONES: Okay. And the deck hands on the

| oner level, are they assisted by an officer for
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openi ng the gates when they dock?

OFFI CER CUWMO: Again, what | normally do and
my partner, she takes the upper |evel when they conme
on, | usually take the |lower |evel, when the passengers
cone on.

MR. JONES: Ckay. And how about com ng off,
now in Staten Island?

OFFI CER CUMMO. Usual ly com ng off, ne and her
were basically at the upper level and like | said,
earlier in the conference, that the passengers usually
proceed forward with the anticipation of docking, so
they can get to wherever |ocation, or designation they
have to go to in a hurry. So, we pretty nuch, we don’t
stand within the mddle of crowd, due to our training,
because of gun control and everything else. W don’'t
want anybody, you know, hel ping thensel ves or touching
and everything, so we just keep our distance at that
time, when they unload. After the majority of
passengers unl oad, then when we say, we deemit pretty
much safe for us, then we will just proceed to the
front of the boat.

MR. JONES: Ckay. On that day, after, after
the vessel struck, you stayed up on that second |evel,
you sai d?

OFFI CER CUVWMO | was up on the main |evel.
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MR. JONES: Ckay. And did you notice the
tugboat that cane around to hel p you?

CFFI CER CUMMO.  No.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

OFFI CER CUMWO That was after | was down
below. And that is when FD and the nedics, that is
when | saw people com ng onto the boat fromthe Staten
| sl and side, and that is when | was actually, not
brought to ny attention, but that is when | was aware
of, | saw a tugboat comng to that one side.

MR. JONES: Ckay. During the time that the
tugboat cane al ong side, and the vessel got pushed back
into the pier, you were just maintaining, where were
you through that time? Just assisting the passengers?

OFFI CER CUMWD: After we struck, that is all
was, it was, what | believe, | amsorry, the deck hands
were referred to, | was on the |lower level, main |evel.

MR JONES: Right.

COFFI CER CUMMO. Doing, trying to set up
what ever triage | could set up. So, when the
paranmedi cs or the rescue services cane on, we --

MR, GONZALEZ: Basically, everything that you
said before, that you went to the | ower | evel

OFFI CER CUMMO  Yeah, | was |ower |evel.

MR JONES: Right. D d you see any deck hands
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then, were they assisting you down there on the | ower
| evel ?

OFFI CER CUMMD. | wasn’t aware of any deck
hands with ne at that tinme.

MR. JONES: Can you, are you, can you readily
identify the deck hands during the day of a regul ar
transit?

CFFI CER CUMMDO. By face, and nostly by nane,
correct, on a first nanme basis.

MR. JONES: But, they have no distinguishing
uni forms or they wouldn’t stand out in a crowd if you
didn’t know them by face.

CFFI CER CUMMO. No, they do stand out, where
they usually wear typical, like D ckies blue slacks or
navy blue, like a dark slack with powder blue shirt,
usually with a patch on the |eft hand side, with that
white and red lettering of Staten Island Ferry Boat
deck hand.

MR. JONES: Ckay. Al right. Now do your,
your partner, you said, was she up on the upper |eve
when you docked?

OFFI CER CUMMO. When we docked on the Staten
| sl and si de?

MR. JONES: Right, after the accident, after

the i npact, and you canme around, was she on the upper
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| evel ?

OFFI CER CUWO: She was on the upper |evel,
like I said, throughout the duration until we docked.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

OFFI CER CuwWD: After we docked, | couldn’'t
say, | mean, | recall her being down on the main |evel
with ne but later on --

MR, JONES: Ckay.

OFFI CER CUMWO  You know, after FD and |ike |
said, the rescue teans cane onto the boat, itself, then
it was, then | realized | saw ny partner.

MR. JONES: And what was her nane?

OFFI CER CUMMO First name, Karen, with a K
| ast nane, Dover, DO V-E-R, hyphen, Santi ago.

MR. JONES: Ckay. Just, | amlooking at that
just, don’t have much, too nmuch testinony right now
from peopl e on the upper level, everything, you know,
it just sounds like it was an orderly response, people
wore life jackets, but, it was just good that everybody
got up there, so the fire and police could cone in
t hrough the | ower |evel

When were you first aware of the rescue units
com ng aboard, while you were still treating injured
passengers?

OFFICER CUVWMO | couldn’t tell you when we
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docked, all | remenber is |ooking up, you know, | was
down on the floor, itself and | | ooked up and | saw,
believe it or not a white shirt, a blue shirt and it

| ooked like a very large coat at the tinme and that is
when | realized it was a supervisor, one of ours, with
the police officers plus FD

MR. JONES: That had definitely cone after you
docked?

OFFI CER CUWO: They were comng fromthe
Staten |sland side, because that was still |ike, well,
t he back end of the boat.

MR. JONES: Yeah. Now, at any tine did you
realize the structure, the overhead, did it ever cone
to your attention that it was unsupported?

OFFI CER CUMMO.  Yes.

MR. JONES: And --

OFFI CER CUMO That is the vision when | went
down bel ow, because the ol der gentleman that was
sitting there, he wasn’'t injured to the extrene, but
there was a beam goi ng across his foot. | noticed
because the ranp, itself, and the stairway to the | ower
| evel, already has collapsed, and if it wasn’'t for the
debris overl appi ng one another, | wouldn’t have ever
made it down that way, with that debris there. So, ny

first intentions was just to get himout of there,
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because of the possibility of the floor, the upper

| evel s comng down. And that is the reason why Karen
and nyself realized, to get the patients, | am
referring to, the passengers, thenselves, to get to the
back end of the boat, | nean, it gets confusing because
| am sayi ng back end --

MR. JONES: Yeah, | know which one.

OFFI CER CUVWMO: But, at one point we were on
the front end and then the final point we are the back
end. So, it mght be confusing.

MR. JONES: Yeah, it is a little, especially
t he damage end, Staten Island end. So you cane down
that three, that three passengers stairwell that had
now al nost been knocked t hrough.

OFFI CER CUMMVD. It was conpl etely knocked
t hr ough.

MR, JONES: And that is the one you cane down,
al ong that bul khead.

CFFI CER CUMMD. | cane down al ong the debris.

MR, JONES: Okay. How long did you stay
aboard after the rescue, the first rescue units and
pol i ce canme aboard?

CFFI CER CUMMD. | stayed on that boat until
was directed by ny supervisor to | eave that boat. So,

| guess | stayed on that boat, | couldn’t even give you
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atinme frane, FD, paranedics are already on. |

assi sted with back, you know, backboards, neck braces,
oxygen. | have nedical training, nyself, so | stayed
where | thought | needed to be and until | was
instructed by a Lieutenant in the 120 to get the hel
out of there.

MR. JONES: Approximte tinme?

OFFI CER CUMWO: | f we docked, | couldn't tel
you how long we were in the water. | didn’t even
realize a tugboat pulled us into.

MR JONES: Yes. This is, well, as you all
know, you are the police officers, you do investigate a
ot nmore than | do, but, the stories we get for the
anmount of tinme, the time span that it took to do
everything, it was actually 23 mnutes fromthe tine
the vessel struck, to the tine the gates open and fire
and rescue cane aboard.

OFFI CER CUWO: So, for those 23 m nutes, |
was downstairs with two other gentlenen, setting up a
triage.

MR. JONES: Yeah, yes.

OFFI CER CUMWMO And within that tinme franme, |
stayed on that boat until that boat was cl eared of
anyt hing that was, of any person that was |iving at

that time.
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MR, JONES: Yes.

OFFI CER CUVWMO And | basically stayed there
until that roof was actually supported, by FD and al so
and they were putting planks and wood to stack it up.
Wiere it wasn’'t still deemed to be safe and | had a
i eutenant comng up to nme, know ng where | was,
telling nme to get out of there. And at that tinme |
stayed on the boat, to the undamaged side, with the
direction of fellow peers and officers, assisting ne
and ny, ny partner, we needed to do. And we were
instructed at that time, by Chief itself, he was going
to be out there, they appreciate if we didn’'t address
them just keep on proceedi ng forward.

MR JONES: Well, | think that first nove of
getting all the passengers back was quite a smart one.

So, you know, that affected the rescue effort and kept
the injured fromgetting further injured and all owed
the police and fire to respond to those that were
injured and with their safety. So, | think that hel ped
quite a bit.

That is all | have right now, Oficer.

Ri chard?

MR. GONZALEZ: | have got two questions. This

is Richard Gonzal ez.

When you were on the deck assisting the
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peopl e, did you happen to see Captain Gansas or Captain
Smth down there at all?

OFFI CER CUVWMO No, | did not see Captain,
nei t her captai n.

MR. GONZALEZ: COkay. And sane question that |
had, ny last one is, how did you know that Jerry was
the one telling the people to go back? How do you know

that was Jerry?

OFFI CER cuvwD: Wl |, we have first heard the
command, a very anxious voice, demandi ng, get back, get
back, get to the back of the boat. That brought ny
attention and | | ooked over to ny left and that is when
| saw Jerry, you can’t mss Jerry, Jerry is a very
| arge individual. And he was wearing a powder bl ue
shirt, with a baseball cap, with dark pants, running
t owar ds us, pushing people along. Again, that was how
it was brought to our attention.

MR, GONZALEZ: Okay. Thank you.

MR. JONES: Is that it?

MR. GONZALEZ: That is it.

MR, JONES: Okay. Wen you are riding the
vessel, how do you know when it is getting close to the
dock?

OFFI CER CumwDo Well, it is a 20, 25 mnute

boat run. | wusually check ny watch frequently, to know
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we are getting closer and closer to the dock. W know
as soon as we pass the Liberty, we are pretty nuch 10,
15 mnutes out. If | can see the Liberty behind nme and
| see the Verrazano Bridge, | know we are approaching
the dock within five to ten mnutes. That is when we
usual Iy proceed forward. By |ooking at ny watch, by
saying it is 20, 25 mnute run, we can pretty much
estimate it. | don't frequently ride the front of the
boat, only when it is needed, necessary to assist the
deck hands to keep them back, during rush hour, because
t hey have their own protocol, doing what they cal

ti ebacks. They put a rope going across the back end of
the boat, at all levels, to keep the passengers back
and we usually assist themin order to help them
maneuver thenselves to the crowd, just to open and

cl ose the gates.

MR. JONES: Yeah. And that is, the tieback
lines in front of those doors there?

OFFI CER CUMWMO:  Yeah, well, actually beyond
the door, there are the doors, and then you will have
the tieback Iine just beyond the door, but on the |ower
level, it is just before you get to the door.

MR, JONES: Okay. |If you weren’t |ooking at
your watch, if you weren’t |ooking at the Statute of

Li berty, the Verrazano Bridge, is there a way, just at
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night, or you are just not |ooking out, is there a way
that you can tell when the vessel is getting close to
the, close to the pier?

OFFI CER CUWO: W, | wusually, like nyself, |
usual Iy use nmy surroundings in order to let nme know, |
mean, it is a force of habit. | have been on the boat,
that particular boat for eight nonths, but other than
just the tinme franme, but the other possible way of
knowi ng, which also brings it to nmy attention when
| ook around, you start seeing passengers, thenselves,
getting up and then wal king to the front of the boat.
And they actually stand on the ranp, on the stairs, and
everything el se where they are not directed. They are
actually directed to remain seated at all times. There
is a PA systemthat let’s, you know, not us, itself,
but the passengers know, thank you for riding the
Staten Island Ferry boat, please throw your trash out
in each receptacle. And then also rem nding themto
stay off the ranps and off the stairways until we are
conpl etely docked. But, again, passengers are curious,
they like to watch what is going on, so they got up and
t hey usually proceed forward.

MR. JONES: Yeah. | know you say you are
al ways usually on the upper levels, is there any tine

when you are on the Iower level, getting close to the
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dock that you would hear that PA systenf

OFFI CER CUMMO.  Yes.

MR. JONES: That you can recollect hearing it.

OFFI CER CUMMO You can hear fromall three
| evel s. That particular day, | was on that |evel, but,
yeah, there are days that | do ride frequently on the,
not frequently, but generally ride on the | ower |evel
or the mddle |level to wherever need is, request is
needed by a deck hand or if we are ready to get off the
boat, ourselves, we usually get off at the | ower
| evel s. Anything that is brought to our attention,
you know, we al so have a canine officer that conmes on
t hat boat, not on that particul ar day, but, she usually
brings the dog and herself at the lower |evel, so we
usually go to the lower level to greet her, whether it
is the Manhattan side. So, there are tinmes that we do
ride the |lower level, and we still hear the sane, sane
sound, sane PA.

MR. JONES: Ckay, O ficer, that is all I
really have right now.

OFFI CER CUMWMO. G eat .

MR. JONES: Anybody el se, Richard?

MR, GONZALEZ: No.

MR. JONES: No. GCkay. That is it.

(Wher eupon, the interview was concl uded.)
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