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PROCEEDI NGS

MR, JONES: Ckay. Go ahead.

CH EF WARRANT OFFI CER COBB: My nane is John
Charles Cobb. I amthe Chief Warrant O ficer with the
Coast Guard. | currently work in the Mrine
| nvesti gations Departnment. | have been with the
| nvestigations for approximately a year and a hal f.
Prior to that | was with Marine Inspections for two
years.

| was on duty for the week. As a duty
i nvestigator, we stand from Tuesday until Tuesday. It
was in the afternoon, a little after three and we were
starting to wind down for the day. And the Marine
Safety Duty O ficer canme up and said there has been an
accident, a collision dowm at the ferry or an allision,
| don’t recall what she said, the term nol ogy issues,
you know, between the investigators and inspectors are
alittle bit different. She said there had been a
collision at the ferry termnal. The ferry hit the
dock, which |I assunmed at that point was in the slip.
One person in the water, and a 50 foot gash in the
si de.

Based on that information, |, you know, asked
my cube mate, M. Conzal ez, do you want to go and then

there was a break in conmand duty officer that happened
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to be right there, M. Doug Sallit, | said, do you want
to go al so, because part of his qualifications are to
attend at | east one marine investigation. M co duty

i nvestigator, Joe Esnerado, stayed behind at that point
in case anything el se happened. W, you know, were in
pairs. So, | infornmed ny supervisor that we were
departing and we left. On the way down, within, we
were out the door and down the road, going down the
road within three or four mnutes of notification.

MR. JONES: Do you have a tinme of the
notification?

CH EF WARRANT OFFI CER COBB: The notification
had to have been just prior to 3:30. | didn't, you
know, actually clock it at that tinme, but, you know, |
was, | know it was getting close, because | was w nding
up, | had already | ogged off ny conputer

W, as we were going down, we take the back
road down, Edgewater Street, | believe is the nanme of
it. | amnot 100 percent sure, along the Bay front.
And kept noticing that there were an excessive anount
of ambul ances and fire trucks and |I called back at the
station, M. Doug Sallet was driving. | called back to
the unit and | said, | amnot sure exactly what is
going on, but it is nore than what we were initially

informed. You m ght need to send sone nore people down
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her e.

We continued on, we got down to the ferry
termnal, and just based on the activity al one, we knew
that it was much nore than we had anticipated. Mself
and the other two, M. Gonzalez and M. Sallet, we
i mredi ately, we parked down close to the ferry and

wal ked onboard. As we were wal ki ng onboard, there was

al ready one deceased out on the dock covered. e
wal ked in, a couple of nore, | nean, alnost imediately
we coul d see a coupl e nore bodi es. W wal ked back

just a quick survey of the damage, and at that point |
i mredi ately wal ked to the undanmaged side of the vesse
and called back to the unit, and told themat this
point and | don’t know who | spoke to, but it was EM5,
FDNY, and | said, at this point, what is the status and
they said, it appears as though we are going to have
around 15 DOA, at this point, you know, initial. And
that is what | reported back to the unit. | said it
| ooks i ke approximately 15 DOA at this point and just
a massive anount of injuries, send everybody you can
down here because it is, it is not good.

| wal ked out because we have very poor
communi cations. | was on ny own cellular phone. And
communi cations, even with nmy, ny comunications are

general ly nmuch better than what they Coast Guard has,
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wi th our Nextel service. So, | was kind of roam ng
around trying to get signal. | ran into Commander
Cameron, who was then, he had arrived maybe two m nutes
prior to us, because we, as we were all departing, he
was asking if we wanted to ride with himand we were
waiting for one person to cone out, and he left and we
foll owed. So, he was there approxinmately two m nutes
prior to us. And he was in the sane position | was,
with limted conmunications with our unit primrily.

So, | finally got signal, called back to the
Commander of the O ficer and said, send down as many
radi os as you can, which is generally not our tool, our
conmmuni cation tool of choice. W had becone reliant on
cel l ul ar phones.

At that point he inforned ne that the Master
was still on the bridge, and he briefly spoke to him

So | imedi ately grabbed ny stuff, | had al
my equi pnmrent and as an investigator, with a serious
marine accident, there are certain | egal requirenents
that I nmust fulfil and part of that is drug and al cohol
testing within, alcohol testing we attenpt within a two
hour w ndow. And so | had, know ng the port and
knowi ng the area well enough, we got our own breath
anal yzer where we have had training on, and a | ot of

ti mes depending on the situation, although it is the
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enpl oyer’s responsibility to provide the drug and
al cohol testing after a serious marine incident, we
carry our own breath analyzer with us on duty because
we realize that the testers a |lot of tines can't get
there within the two hour wi ndow. So, we, as a unit,
as a shop, decided that we are going to carry ours,
j ust because al cohol is such a transit, you know,
condition with the blood, or with the person.

So, we got up there to the bridge, | took al
of the equipnment up to the bridge, imedi ately we
| ocked in. There was a group of people in the bridge,

in the pilot house on the, what was in the Staten

Island slip, which | later found out was the actual New
York end of the vessel. Captain M ke Gansas was in

t here. The Staten Island Ferry, | can’t renenber his
name, Ecock, Detective Jarvis fromthe, | believe the

1-2-0, and a couple other PDin there. W initially
came in, and there was a little bit of, you know, you
have got get out, a little bit of confrontation there,
and | don’t even want to, you know, characterize it as
confrontation about, it was who is in charge here,
because they were right in the mddle of the interview
with Captain Gansas. Mself and Lieutenant Gonzal ez
st epped out for about naybe two mnutes. And then we

wer e headed back in, and the detective and I, | don't
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know, it was Detective Jarvis, it was one of her
counter parts, you know. At that point, the
acknow edgnent of what was going on was there and we
were allowed to cone in and start our process.

And at that point we, we just briefly
eval uated the people on the bridge. | talked to M.
Ecock a little bit, talked to Captain Gansas. He was
vi si bly shaken up at this point. | sat down and |
expl ai ned what we were going to be doing and as he was
tal king to us about what had happened, | was setting up
t he equi pnment for the breath test and trying to round
up as much of the crew as we coul d.

(Change of tape.)

MR. JONES: This is M. Cobb’ s interview

CH EF WARRANT OFFI CER COBB: M. Ecock was
attenpting to get all the additional crew nenbers that
| had requested up to the bridge for the al cohol
screeni ng. | was talking to M. Gansas when anot her
captain walked in, I amnot sure who it was, and cane
in and he was saying did you hear what happened to
Richie. And he was trying to keep his voice | ow so
that M. Gansas didn't overhear him which didn't seem
to work too well, because at this point M. Gansas was
i ke, you know, up in his face, what, what, what, tel

me, tell me. And he said that Richie had killed
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hi nsel f. He had shot hinself. And then M. Gansas
becane nore visibly distraught. Hands to the head, oh,
my God, oh, nmy God, | can’t believe it. And nysel f
and | am not sure who el se, just kind of stood right by
him you know, trying to confort himas best we could
at this point. W didn't know all the facts and |

said, you know, | told him let’s, you know, get the
facts before we nmake a decision. | know they are

| ooking for him And he slowy settled down. And I

continued with nmy job of preparing to breath test him

| set up the breath analyzer, continued to
set it up, and then trying to cal mhi mdown, I
expl ai ned the process that we were going to be going
t hrough that, and | had himbl ow one blank to just kind
of get himto settle down a little bit. And then | had
hi mdo the breath test and which he successfully, you
know, did, and it nmeasured out with a zero bl ood
al cohol content.

After that he sat back down, and we ran the
remai nder of the crew that we could get through breath
tests. And | believe six nore people. So, | did
al cohol breath anal yzer test, you know, on seven people
total in the pilot house at that point.

While | was doing that, other people started
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arriving, Comrander Hawkins arrived, Lieutenant Mitto
arrived, | believe | saw Chief Gunther Rock, Lieutenant
Vandamay, Lieutenant Joe Esnerado. And at that point
they were out taking pictures of sone bl ood spots on
t he deck. It was approximately then that | realized
that we were actually in the New York end of the
vessel. And so, | wal ked down to the other end of the
Staten Island end of the vessel to see what condition
that pilot house was in. And noticed a significant
anmount of bl ood drops around the deck, and appeared to,
it appeared to have cone from approximately md ship
position and then went forward towards the Staten
| sl and end, pasted in a circle, and then over to the
air conditioner on the, | believe that would be the New
Jersey side of the vessel, as it would be normally
positioned in the harbor.

We went back to the New York pilot house and
nmysel f and NYPD officer that | can't identify, and M.
Ecock, agreed that it would be best to collect all the
crew nenbers for statenments and the further, the
urinal ysis because we were having the testing conpany
conme down that the enpl oyer set up wth Engetics, who
is their drug and al cohol third party adm ni strators.

| went over, at that point, | departed and

went over to the 1-2-0 precinct, to the third floor of
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the detective squad, | believe they call that. And net
up with M. Nick -- Steffano, | can’t renenber his | ast
name. He is with Coast Guard Investigative Services.
He is nornmally assigned to the Field Intelligence
Support Teamwi thin CA, but, he was detailed to work
this case with me. W net up there and began the
interview ng process and waited for the drug and

al cohol tester to get there.

We had approximately 11 peopl e that needed to
be tested and during this whole process, Captain Gansas
departed to the hospital prior to testing, to be
eval uated psychol ogically, | believe. My first
reaction was that he was leaving to, fromthe
regul at ory standpoint, you know, that would constitute
a refusal to test for urinalysis, but, because he was
acconpanied at all times with a detective fromthe
NYPD, | made the determ nation that he was stil
acceptable to test and didn't require a direct
observation urinal ysis. But, | did, in fact, speak to
the urinalysis tech to ensure that he had all of his
current qualifications that, you know, all, to nake
sure that all the ducks were in line. So, that there
woul dn’t be any glitches in the, in the validity of the
test. And that was for all people prior to initiating

any col |l ection procedures.
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As | was wal ki ng back and forth interview ng
peopl e, and before he started doing urine collection,
di d observe the bathroomthat he was using for the
collection site, to ensure that he had, in fact, taped
off the faucets and blued the toilets. So, everything
was proper prior to himtaking, starting the test.

MR. JONES: That was at the 1-2-07?

CH EF WARRANT OFFI CER COBB: Yes, it was, on
the third deck

M. Gansas at this point returned, and he was
waiting to be interviewed. As we started interview ng
sone of the crew nenbers, one of the union reps was
there, a M. Mchael O Toole. And this was one of ny
first dealing with a union type issue. And the union
rep becane belligerent, interfered with the
investigation, of primarily information that | was
trying to gain fromthe crew nenber for a casualty
i nvestigation, which we have the right to do. He was
in the mddle to the point where | threatened to have
hi m physically renoved by the NYPD if he didn't, you
know, hold his tongue. Throughout the rest of the
evening, it was hit and mss, you know, where | would
have to rem nd that he would physically renoved if he
didn't keep his nouth shut. But, he continued to

advi se everyone to not speak to ne. From hi s uni on,
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which is a nenber of MEBA

MR, JONES: Were all the crew represented by
hi n

CH EF WARRANT OFFI CER COBB: No.

MR. JONES: The crew and deck --

CH EF WARRANT OFFI CER COBB: Only the |icensed
officers are represented by MEBA. The, the docunented
crew nmenbers that hold a nerchant mariner’s docunent
are represented by Local 333, this SIU unit, Seanen
| nt er nat i onal

MR. JONES: Was there any SIU representative
t here?

CH EF WARRANT OFFI CER COBB: No, there was no
SIU representative there, but M. O Toole continued to
even advise themthat it would be in their best
interest to not to talk to ne.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

CH EF WARRANT OFFI CER COBB: | continued to
i nform each crew nenber, as we have an office that the
NYPD had all owed us to use, and | would inform each
crew nenber as they cane in that at this particular
point intime, we were trying to ascertain what had
happened, where each crew nenber was, if they had
observed anything out of the ordinary from nechani cal,

or anything and get sone prelimnary information from
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them who they are, what the position they are, that
type of stuff. Keeping it to a pretty mld, you know,
i nterview. W got to M. Gansas and M. O Tool e now
becane very belligerent about us talking to him \Wile
they were gone up the police, or to the hospital for
his, his assuned psychol ogi cal eval uation, along the
way he had contacted an attorney in Florida, who in
turn had contacted an attorney in New York Cty, and
then it becane the shell gane of who was going to show
up and represent M. Gansas.

| had M. Gansas in the roomprior to his
attorney show ng up, and just was goi ng over sone of
the testinony that he had given ne initially at the
scene.

Did you want ne to go into the initia
testinony that he had given ne at the scene?

MR. JONES: Do we have that on paper?

MR. GONZALEZ: No. W had to --

MR. JONES: Do you have it on tape? Do you
have it on tape?

MR, GONZALEZ: No, we don’t have it on tape.

MR, JONES: But, just notes.

MR. GONZALEZ: The police have ny notes, yes.

MR. JONES: Ckay. Just a quick version would

be good.
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CH EF WARRANT OFFI CER COBB: A good version.
| would like to step back to when we first got on the
vessel . Went up, when we were allowed in the pil ot
house, | asked M. Gansas what happened? Just a qui ck,
what happened? He said, we were approaching St.
George, | was sitting back on the seat back here,
noticed that after Richie had sl owed down, and he was
lined up for the slip, | noticed that he was sitting
there and he appeared to be unresponsive. So, | said,
Richie, R chie, a couple of tines, he said that, and
then he noticed that he wasn’'t respondi ng, he got up,
went and tapped Richie and said, Richie, and then
grabbed the wheels and the throttles, but it was too
| ate, they inpacted the pier. And then he said that
Ri chie got up, w thout saying anything, and wal ked out
of the pilot house. He said, R chie, get back in here
and Richie wal ked off and that was the |ast he saw of
hi m

That was the initial report that | got from
M. Gansas. Wen we were in the precinct, 1-2-0, | was
goi ng over his testinony again briefly with him just
to verify, just to fill in some of the blanks that |
had. And M. O Toole was in there just advising him
don’t say anything. Do not talk to him And | said,

okay. And finally we got in conmunication with the
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attorney fromFlorida, who said, ny representative from
New York will be there nonentarily, could you hold off.
And at that point, you know, | was little disgruntled

about this, because it was getting to be al nost

m dni ght at this point. But, | agreed, | wasn't
going to say anything. | told him | didn’t ask him
any nore questions. W just tal ked, | nean, just

general conversation, trying to, you know, bring the
tension | evel down in the room

At this point another union representative
was there, M. Jack Preresis(ph), he is the
representative with the MEBA al so. And | subsequently
found out that Preresis represents the deck officers,
O Toole, or he is the shop steward for the deck
officers and O Toole is the shop steward for the
engi neers. But, they were both there at this point.
M. Preresis was al nost very cordial, very mld
mannered and even, you know, even tenpered. He didn't,
he didn’t, he was not explosive at all like M. O Tool e
was.

W waited and then a | awer showed up, |
don’t recall his nane, | have got his card and | have
got his information witten down if you need it |ater.

From Shyborn, Overman, in Manhattan. An Admral 2

| awyer, but he told nme right away that | don’t deal
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wth crimnal, and | said, well, at this point we are
not, we are not, you know, working crimnal. | amjust
trying to figure out the casualty side of the issue
right now And he said, give ne a noment with the
client, and so | said, okay. Approxi mately 45 m nutes
| ater, | opened the door back up and | said, hey, |oo0k,
it istime that we talk, it is getting late now. You
know, now it is getting upwards of one o’clock in the
nor ni ng.

And at this point | still had no idea that
the NTSB was involved. | know that the NTSB, you know,
had conme over, a representative from New Jersey prior
to me leaving the vessel earlier, but |I didn't realize
that they had assuned the lead on it at this point. |
said, are you going to talk at all? And can | ask a
coupl e of questions? And the |lawer said, no, he is
not going to answer anything. And so we bantered a
little bit, | said, you know, he is required as a
I icense holder to answer certain questions for ne, you
know, and | just want, you know, just verify a couple
of things and then | amout of here. And he goes no, |
am advising himnot to say anything to you. And |
said, at this point, you know, | frustrated, because
again, because it is getting late and | have al ready

got one statenment fromhim | have already tal ked to,
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you know, he has already given a statenent to the
police officer. He has already given a brief statenent
to Commander Caneron when he canme onboard initially.
And | said, you know, these are questions that | am
entitled to have the answer to, either you are going to
sit down and answer themtonight with ne or you wll be
answering themtonmorrow in the Ofice of U S. Subpoena,
| go. So, at that point | said, you know, one | ast
chance before | leave, either it is tonight or it is
tonorrow. And then he goes, well, if you can’t give us
a fewmnutes, it is like | had given you about, you
know, six, seven hours now to answer it and | think
that is adequate. And | said, so, we will be talking
tonorrow. And that is when we depart ed.

And that was the end of ny first day.

MR, JONES: Okay. Let’s take you back when you
first got aboard, did you, just to clarify other

i ssues, did you have any problemgetting aboard the

vessel ?

CH EF WARRANT OFFI CER COBB: No.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

CH EF WARRANT OFFI CER COBB: W --

MR. JONES: And you went aboard with how many
Coast CGuard?

CH EF WARRANT OFFI CER COBB: There were two
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others at that point.

MR. JONES: Al wunifornf®

CHI EF WARRANT OFFI CER COBB: Yes, | was in a
[ight blue shirt.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

CH EF WARRANT OFFI CER COBB: And that others,
| believe, were in working blue, the dark bl ue.
don’t, Doug Sallet, M. CGonzal ez nmay have been in a
[ight blue shirt also. But, at that point there was
no, you know, security hadn’t been stood up as tight, |
mean, we, we were on scene, | amgoing to assune that
we were on scene prior to, you know, 3:45, 3:50 tine
franme.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

CH EF WARRANT OFFI CER COBB: So, security
hadn’t been stood up and there was, fromny
perspective, |, but, again, | was, we did the quick
survey of the main deck, and then | was up at the pil ot
house, so, you know, | never went off the, I wll take
that back, | wal ked off onto the ranp to communi cate
w th Commander Caneron briefly, and then back on the
boat, but there was never an issue for me with access
to the vessel

MR, JONES: Okay. You said the MSDO or --

CH EF WARRANT OFFI CER COBB: Yeah, the Marine
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Safety Duty O ficer --

MR. JONES: Gave you your first report.

CH EF WARRANT OFFI CER COBB: Yes.

MR, JONES: And where woul d they get the
report fronf

CH EF WARRANT OFFI CER COBB: They woul d
generally get a report fromthe command duty officer,
who we have down on the second deck. Qur command duty
officer is, takes the information from several
different areas, search and rescue, |aw enforcenent,
vessel traffic issues, all funnel to the command duty
of ficer, who would then notifies the appropriate
peopl e.

MR. JONES: Are they nonitoring frequencies or
does, would the police have had to actually call the
U. S. Coast Guard?

CH EF WARRANT OFFI CER COBB: The initial, | am
not 100 percent sure where the Coast Guard Activities
Building got the first notification, whether it was a
city wide 911 call because if we get, if 911 cones into
the NYPD on a naritine issue, they i medi ately contact
t he Coast Cuard al so, but we call the Surface Forces
Duty Oficer. And the surface forces duty officer sits
al ong the sane table as the command duty officer and

woul d i medi ately, we have got this. O if it was
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reported, | know that, | know fromtestinony given from
BTS wat ch sector, that the vessel, itself, called in at
15: 25 and that is taped, on Channel 14. But, | also

know fromtestinony of an off duty Coast Guard person
that, who was onboard the vessel, that he imedi ately
called to the Coast Guard station where he is assigned,
and reported it as soon as the collision occurred. So,
where it cane to the CDOinitially from | can’t tel
you. But, | know all those avenues were hit. But, the
report to the Marine Safety Duty Oficer imediately
goes to her phone. It was Lieutenant N cky Thonas.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

CHI EF WARRANT OFFI CER COBB: And she was in
this hallway right next to us here and wal ki ng when she
got the call, she immediately told Chief Warrant
O ficer Jay Jerone, the ferry has had an acci dent and
she wal ked over and told ne. | nean, wthin a mnute
and a half of her being notified, | was notified. So,
that is how that works, it worked actually pretty well
this tine.

MR, JONES: Okay. Who nade the determ nation
t hat Gansas should go to the hospital for a psych
eval uati on?

CH EF WARRANT OFFI CER COBB: | don’t know.

MR. JONES: How were you informed then that he
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was goi ng?

CH EF WARRANT OFFI CER COBB: | was up in the
1-2-0 detective squad and | asked where is Gansas? |
don’'t see him

MR. JONES: The only tine you saw himwas on
t he bridge.

CH EF WARRANT OFFI CER COBB: On the bridge,
but everybody was at this point was being corralled and
bei ng brought over to the precinct. And | got over
there, while we were walking up the stairs, | saw him
M. Preresis going out the back door. | didn’t realize
at that point that he was a shop steward with the
union. | just knew himas a captain of one of the
ferries. | deal with himwth our reports. W get
reports on all casualties on the ferries, whether they
are of a mnor, you know, starter on one of their
engi nes doesn’'t work to a collision. W get the
reports and | see his name quite often, so | know him
fromthat context. And | know him you know, | didn't
know his name when | saw him but, | recogni zed, there
is a ferry enpl oyee | eaving the back door and I
subsequently found out that that is when they were
| eaving to go to the hospital.

MR. JONES: WAs there any superior officer of

the Coast Guard with you at that tine, at the 1-2-0?
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CH EF WARRANT OFFI CER COBB: No.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

CH EF WARRANT OFFI CER COBB: | was, at that
particular point, I was the only Coast CGuard
representation at the 1-2-0. And our policy is that
once people are collected for a drug test, right, they
are not allowed to depart.

MR JONES: Right.

CH EF WARRANT OFFI CER COBB: Once the process
begins, there are certain limtations on the drug
testing for the collection of urine. And one of those
is that they are not allowed to | eave the i medi ate
ar ea. Under direction circunstances, | would have, at
that point called that a refusal to test, if he would
not have had a police officer present with himat all
times. | would have imedi ately | ogged that as a
refusal to test, probably still had himtested, and
required a direct observation. But, again, because the
PD was with himat all times, and he actually did go to
the hospital, | got the detective s nanme, the nurse on
scene nane, everything, you know, | followed up with
everything to ensure that the, that the test was
adm ni stered properly.

MR. JONES: When he cane back.

CH EF WARRANT OFFI CER COBB: Yes. That, you

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
(301) 565- 0064



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

23

know, in our fear and I don’t want to say fear, but,
the basis for that is people can go out and if they,
anyt hi ng happens they can go get the, a substitute
urine or whatever and | didn't, you know, that is why
we keep people corralled, alnobst a custodial type
situation until after the test is conplete. But, and,
you know, to maintain the integrity of the test.

MR, JONES: Okay. Well, let ne open up to the
rest of the room

Brian?

CH EF CLI FFORD: | don’t have anything, thank

you.
MR. JONES: Okay. Richard?
MR, GONZALEZ: No thank you.
MR. CALDERONE: Chief Cal derone, Fire
Depart nent .

Early on you said when you boarded the boat,
there was a DOA at the pier already.

CH EF WARRANT OFFI CER COBB: Yes.

MR. CALDERONE: And when you went onboard,
there were nore.

CH EF WARRANT OFFI CER COBB: Yes.

VMR. CALDERONE: Where were they | ocated?

CH EF WARRANT OFFI CER COBB: They were | ocated

still within the runmble, but the i medi ate ones that we
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saw were covered. The one on the pier was covered. W
went in and | maybe a little bit nore callous than sone
fol ks, but, | acknow edged that there is a body there
and | just keep on working. Because |, | have no
business with them that is not ny job, so | just, you
know, sad to say, but, | walk on, acknow edge that
there is a couple of bodies, and noved on. W wal ked
up through part of the runble, and that is when | saw,
one, two, at |least three bodies and they were all on

t he Brooklyn side at that point, in the damaged area.
But, to give specific locations --

MR. JONES: Your right hand side as you wal ked
aboard the vessel of the damaged vessel

CH EF WARRANT OFFI CER COBB: Yes.

MR. CALDERONE: Aside fromthe one that was on
the pier, all the others you saw were actually in the
runble pile yet?

CH EF WARRANT OFFI CER COBB: Yes.

MR. CALDERONE: Okay. Thanks.

MR, JONES: Ckay.

CH EF CLI FFORD: Brian Cifford, NYPD. The
Coast Guard and Federal Regul ations require that al
persons involved in a vessel accident remain with their
vessel prior to the arrival of the Coast Guard?

CH EF WARRANT OFFI CER COBB: To cite the
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regul ation off the top of nmy head, I wouldn’'t do so
wel |, but, yes, the Master of the vessel is required to
remain with the vessel

CHI EF CLI FFORD: What about ot her parties
involved in the incident?

CH EF WARRANT OFFI CER COBB: I n a nor nal
incident, yes. | nmean, this, you know, everybody was
operating in extrenmes at this point. And | don’t, you
know, and | can understand that there were certain
peopl e that were doing certain things that, you know,
in the enmergency phase of this. | would have assuned as
t he energency phase wound down, that everybody woul d
have still been around for our interviews. That is the
way it normally works. As soon as the result of the
energency is taken care of, that is when we cone in.

We do, you know, we are, as investigators, we are not
inthere to do the recovery, to do the salvage. W are
inthere after the fact of trying to put the pieces
back together, what happened and why it happened.

CHI EF CLI FFORD: Barring any energency nedi cal
type of assistance for an individual, they are expected
to remain and required to do so.

CH EF WARRANT OFFI CER COBB: They are expected
toremain, | can't cite the requirenents, but, that is

my belief that it is an actual requirenent.
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CHI EF CLI FFORD: Thank you, sir.

MR JONES:

Ckay. Richard, anything?

MR. GONZALEZ: | have not hi ng.

MR JONES:

(Wher eupon,

Okay. Thank you.

the interview was concl uded.)
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