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PROCEEDI NGS
MR. WALSH. This is June 4 '03, this is a
continuation of the Staff Captain of the SS Norway's
i nterview concerning the accident My 25.
EXAM NATI ON
BY MR WALSH:

Q Staff Captain, could you give us your nane
and then take us through the events of that day,
pl ease?

A Yes, sir. M name is Igmar Beork, | amthe
Staff Captain on board the SS Norway. | proceeded to
the bridge to fortify at the seawall before the pilot's
arrival and together with the captain, pilot the ship,
together with the pilot and the captain and chief
officer, bring the ship fromthe seawall to the pier

Q Staff Captain, when you were on the bridge,

was there a watch officer when you went up at 2:45?

A Yeah. Actually, there was a watch officer
yes.

Q Did you relieve the watch officer?

A No, | didn't.

Q Who had the con when you went on the bridge?

A First Oficer Fruda (phonetic).

Q The first officer had the con.

A No, not Fruda, it was Daniel Fleseland.
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Q And Dani el kept the con all the way in?

A Yes. Until pilot (inaudible) and we handed
over the con to the pilot.

Q So the pilot had the con?

A Yes.

Q And t hen what happened?

A Then the chief officer on the bridge and the
teamon the bridge will be at that tinme the captain,
the pilot, me and the chief officer.

Q When you neet with the pilot, you discuss how
you want to --

A Proceed, yes. And we have a short arriva
briefing (inaudible) and about the speed, that we al so
try to get her up alittle bit in speed here so we can
do the draw up to the breakwater and we start to slow
down at the breakwater, we pull her back to 50 RPM and
at that tinme we also have to informthe engines to help
us down to 50 RPM

We take the ship fromthe breakwater, slowy,
slowy past the Coast Cuard installation and all the
way to start of the turning and then we go down to
approximately three knots.

And then we start to go a little bit, it's
depend on the situation and on the current to go astern

on the starboard engine.
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Q
Staff Capt

o » O » O »

A

di scuss th

Who i s maneuvering the ship at this point,

ai n?

The capt ai n.

The captain?

Yes.

Al right.

He do the turn this tinme.

The captain did the turn?

Yes. Wth advice with nme and the pilot. W

e action we wll take. Especially it is

inmportant to keep the ship quite steady and al nost dead

in the wat

Q

t hrusters?

A
Q

er when we do the turn.

And when you nmake this turn

Yes, we do.

are you using

| s there anything special you have to tel

the engine roomto turn on the thrusters?

A
al ready al
Q
seawal | ?
A
stand by,
t ur ni ng.

Q

No. The thruster is already -- we have

| of the thrusters before the seawall .

So the thrusters were al ready ready by

By seawall, yes, so we have the thrusters

all the thrusters stand by all the way to the

And the ship is now turned around facing

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS,
(301) 565- 0064
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out bound on a channel ?

A Yes.

Q And who i s maneuvering now?

A Wen we have done the turn, you know, we hand
over again to the pilot.

Q The pilot has the con.

A Yes. So then we stop for a while the stern
thruster and put the rudder md ship and pilot, you
have the con, you're taking over. Normally | say, if
|"mpilot the ship, normally | say always when | hand
over, if I aminvolved, | say you're taking over and he
say yes, because | have a bad experience about that in
t he past when | thought | have hand over the ship to
anot her officer, but obviously he didn't understand it.

Q Do you know this pilot?

A No. It was the first time | think we have
this pilot. For ne at |east, you know.

Q Right. The pilot has the con. Now what

happens?
A And then we proceed, we cross termnal, so we
are abeam You know, this termnal with the sail, we

have this one abeam then we go out to the bridgeway
and | take the con to take the ship al ong side.

Q So the Staff Captain takes the con fromthe
pi | ot ?
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A Yes.

Q And you're out on the starboard bridgeway?

A Yes. | have control on starboard bri dgeway
for the main engine and for the bow thruster and for
the stern thruster.

Q You're out on the starboard bridgeway, the
cover is off the controls?

A Yes.

You shift control fromthe center line of the
shi p?

A Yes.

Q To the starboard bridgeway?

A Yes. So | walk all the way from-- ny
position normally when we have the pilot on board is
very close to the control for the main engine and the
bow and stern thrusters. That is nmy position.

Q So al nost center line of the ship?

A Yes.

Q So you wal k fromthere?

A Fromthere out to the bridgeway, take the
control of the starboard and the main engine for the
bow and the stern thruster.

Q Staff Captain, howis that done? How do you
transfer control fromthe center line to the bridgeway?

A There is two blue press buttons on the

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
(301) 565- 0064



10
1
12
B
1
]
16
7
18
19
2
2
2
]
pL !
2%

starboard console for the main engine and a bl ack one
for the thrusters.

Q A bl ack button for the thrusters?

A Yes.

Q Al thrusters with one bl ack button?

A Yes.

Q And two blue buttons for --

A For the main engine.

Q Do you test the thrusters and the main
engi ne?

A Yes.

Q How do you do that?

A | go alittle bit to starboard and | go a
little bit to port.

Q Wth the thrusters?

A Yes. Al of them And that | already do at

the seawal |, but when | take over, when | have the
control on the starboard bridgeway, | do it again.
Q Is it one controller for the thrusters, al

five thrusters?

A No, no. | have to use one handl e for each
thruster.

Q So there are five handl es?

A Yes.

Q And for the engines, two?

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
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Two handl es, yes.

Two handl es, so seven handl es total ?

> O >

Yes. That's a |lot.

Q A lot of handles. So you've tested all the
handl es?

A Yes.

Q You have control ?

A Yes.

Q And now what happens?

A Then | start to bring the ship along side
slowy, slowy to the pier, nmake sure that | have the
rudder md ship.

Q Are you using thrusters?

A Forward thruster and the stern thruster.

Q Are you using your screws?

A Yes, | do that also. | put -- normally | put
that on the fourth engine, | start with 30 RPM

Q wal ki ng you in?

A Yes. Slowy, slowy. | have to be patient
here with the steanship

Q Ri ght .

A So | have to do a long of maneuvers with the
engine (inaudible) if | see it go alittle bit too
fast, | have to go astern again and use the third

thruster and the stern thruster too, to keep the ship
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10

slowy, slowy along side.
Q How did the ship respond?

A She was -- this was a good one. That was a
good arrival, actually. | was a little bit inpressed
by nysel f.

Q The tinme it took fromgiving an order to
seeing a reaction was --

A Good, yes.

Q Good.

A Yeah. | was really happy with that.

Q When you maneuver the ship, do you know from
your experience that it takes a certain anmount of tinme
from when you give the order to when the --

A Yes. | do, yes.

Q What kind of tine frame are you | ooking at?

A Seconds.

Q Seconds. So you are noving the ship al ong
si de?

A Yes, slowly. W are roughly 100 neters |eft
to our position, I slowy broke off to the fenders. |
use the fender to slow down the speed as well, to try
to get it down to 3.4 knots, to slowy comng up to our
correct position.

Q Do you have a spot on the pier that you

normal ly align to?

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
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11

A Yeah. And the shore also, different places |
see.

Q Do you have any equi pnent that hel ps you line
up when you maneuver into the pier? 1Is there any |aser

gui dance, is there any gui dance systenf

A No.
Q Do you log the first line over?
A Yes.
Q Do you renenber which |ine went over first
t hat day?
A Always the spring line, forward spring |line.
Q Forward spring |ine always goes over first?
A Al ways you take first, you know, to help us

to stop the ship, so we always go on the spring |line

first.
Q And then the --
A Aft spring line,.
Q -- aft spring line.

A Al'l this line, you know, with the |Iine that
is comng alnost at the same tine.

Q When all the lines are --

A Al so, when | amalong side, |I use the
thrusters to press the ship against the pier, to keep
her in position, because other ships is comng in as

wel | .
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12

Q Ri ght .
UNKNOWN:  What ot her ship was comng in?
THE WTNESS: O her ships.
BY MR WALSH:
Q O her ships at this tinme?
A Yes. One (inaudible) ship and one Royal
Cari bbean ship. So | have the ship with the thruster
to keep her tight to the pier.
Q Are you out on the bridgeway the entire tine

that the lines --

A Yes.

Q And you're in comunication with --

A Wth the forward station and aft station.

Q Vi a?

A Vi a wal ki e-tal ky.

Q Your radio -- what channel do you communi cate
with?

A Fi ve.

Q Channel five. How do they tell you that
they' re finished?

A Al'l lines secure forward and all |ines
secured aft.

Q And then they do what when all |ines are
secure?

A Then they finish on forward station and they

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
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13

finish on aft station and sonetinmes the officers com ng
up to the bridge so we have a little bit discussion,
what we woul d do, what happened during our arrival and
what wi |l happen during the day.

Q | s that what happened on Sunday?

A Yes.

Q Your discussion, was there anything in
particul ar that --

A No, not really, what | renenber, | as captain
and chief of the staff.

Q Do you renenber anything of inportance that
was nentioned that day?

A No, there was nothing reported or nentioned.

Q And you have the con. What do you do with
the con? Wo do you give it to?

A Then | hand it over to the officer, the first
officer.

Q The first officer.

A In this case, | hand it over to the chief
officer.

Q So it went to the chief officer?

A Yes.

Q Was the chief officer the watch officer?

A No, not really. After arrival to Mam, when

everything is clear, we get the chief officer, nyself
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14

and the captain is there and so we nmake up the tine
when we have to wake up for. And that we put on a note
and so at this evening or this norning | don't renenber
who | handed over to, but it was one of our filipino
officers. | think it was Frank. I'mnot really sure
on that, if it was Frank | handed it over to.

Q And t hen what did you do?

A Then | went to bed.

Q You went to your cabin and your cabin is on
what deck?

A Fuel deck, aft.
Where is that in relation to the bridge?
St arboard si de.
St arboard side?
It's in this corridor.
The sane corridor as the bridge?
My cabin is behind the captain.

So one cabin away fromthe bridge?

> O » O » O » O

Yes.

Q You're in your cabin, the tine is
appr oxi mat el y?

A That's the question. It was --

Q Let's go what tine was it approxi mately when
you knew sonet hi ng was goi ng wr ong?

A It was around 6: 37.

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
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15

Q And you knew t hat because?

A | know for the first, because after the |ast
interview | double checked with ny daughter what tine |
had called her, you know, and it was ten m nutes past
Si X.

Q So you were in your cabin at ten m nutes past
si X, because you had called your daughter fromthe
cabi n?

A Yes. You know, | take a shower, | go and
take my snoking coat on, you know, for relax. W
intention was to go to bed, so | sit down and listen to
nmusi ¢ and then | hear this expl osion.

Q You actually heard the expl osion?

A No, | feel the shaking, but | didn't hear any
expl osion. More like a very strong shake of the ship.

Q You felt a strong shake?

A Yes.

Q What was the first thought that went through
your head?

A The boiler, actually. The boiler.

Q You did think it was the boiler?

A Yeah, because |'ve been in -- as | nentioned
before, 1've been in three steanships.

Q And you' ve felt that shake before?

A No, but -- | don't really know how | should

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
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16

tell you, it's a long story al so about ny feeling about
boilers and these things. | think I leave that, "Il
only say that | was quite sure. M first feeling was
that it was the boiler or one of the boilers.

Q You' ve been on three other ships with
boi l ers, propul sion boilers?

A Two.

Q Two ot her ships with propul sion boilers?

A Yes.

Q And when you were on those ships, did you
have simlar concerns with boilers?

A Yeah. 1've been a little bit high pressure.

Q Are you aware of any accident that would have
been with a boiler that would have given you these
concerns?

A No.

Q But it's knowi ng that boilers have high
pressure?

A Yes.

Q When we talked with sonme of the other crew
menbers, they said that they also felt the shake and
some say it felt like sonething hit the ship, sone say
it felt like lines parted and the ship shook. At |east
one other crew nenber said | knew it was an expl osi on

and | felt the ship shake, | heard the noise and then

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
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17

felt nmy ears pressurize. You felt the ship violently
shake and because of your past experience, you're
saying --

A Exactly. But al so because | have been hit by
ot her ships al so when |I've been along side and --

Q It didn't feel like that. Okay. And then
you | eft your cabin?

A | went to the bridge.

MR. WALSH. You went to the bridge. | think
we have the notes fromthe Staff Captain fromgoing to
the bridge, so this is where we woul d have brought up
and we've had the interview fromthat point on. |
don't have any other questions. Anyone?

(No response.)

MR. WALSH. Staff Captain, we appreciate you
com ng back down so we could conplete the interview.

BY MR WALSH:

Q | have one other question, it's when you were
on the bridge, you told us you are a nobil e person,
your energency duty. What is the exact definition of a
nmobi | e person?

A Mobile, | coordinate the fire teans, the
nmedi cal team the crowd control teans.

Q So you can be sent fromthe bridge to the

scene?

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
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18

A Yes. | can, yes.

Q Do you do that during your drills?

A That happened, yes. | go and inspect, do
assessnent on the area and that has happened, yes.

Q During Sunday, did you get sent fromthe
bri dge down to the areas?

A | told the captain like this, you know, when
| see this trenendous a | ot of snoke around the stack
and the shake, you know, | understand that sonething
was really bad, you know, so | tell himl run down and
make the first assessnent, see what's wong in the
area.

Q And the captain said go?

A Yeah.

Q When you made your assessnent, did you radio
that back to the captain or did you come back up?

A | conme back up. | tried to do it as fast as
possi bl e.

Q Did you go down the starboard side?

A No, | go in md ship through the main galley,
as | nentioned before, and | cone out on the starboard
side. That was quite inpressive thing, also, you know,

| was thinking on, but I was quite sure, you know,
that the problemwas on the starboard side.

Q Was t hat because when you were on the bridge

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
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19

you saw sonet hi ng?

A | think because of that we have -- | see two
crew nmenbers in the water. There was -- | think | had
al ready, that the problemis on the starboard side of
t hi s gang deck

Q When you cane back up to the bridge, could
you tell us what you told the captain that you saw?

A | say that there have been an explosion in
the boiler room actually. | think I said that.
said there is an explosion, this |ooks bad.

Q Was it at that tinme that the captain sounded
t he enmergency signal s?

A Yeah, | think shortly after. And | renenber
also that | (inaudible).

Q Did you | eave the bridge agai n?

A No.

Q No?

A No, because then we get that there was no
fire, there was explosion and we have a |l ot of injured
persons, so | concentrate to assist, you know, to get
all these people to the hospital and to get the

i nformati on about any casualty we have, you know.

Also, with all the passenger, | also assist, you know,
sent out the deck officers, so everybody was there to

take care about the guests, you know, com ng down and

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
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20

try to get sone information if everything was okay wth
t he guests and also | renenber the water, because they
have to stay in there for a while, so (inaudible)
wat er .

Q So you brought up drinking water for the
passengers on the scene?

A Yes.

Q Staff Captain, were you with the captain when
he saw t he crew nenbers running ashore?

A | think so, yes.

Q Do you renenber who he radioed to to tel
themto stop?

A | think it was the security officer

Q And he told the security officer -- do you
remenber close to the words that he told that security
of ficer what he wanted himto do?

A No, | didn't.

Q But you knew that he wanted themto stop?

A Yes. | know that because they discussed, you
know, on the bridgeway.

Q And the captain was pretty upset?

A Yeah.

Q Were you on the bridge when the captain found
out that nore crew nenbers were | eaving during the

abandon ship signal ?
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A Yeah. | was on the bridge, yes.

Q And do you remenber what the -- did the
captai n make an announcenent at that tinme or do you
know who nmade t he announcenent ?

A Maybe, because we have the cruise director is
up on the bridge. W discussed also, | remenber at
that time | said better we et himdo the announcenent,
all the announcenent we have to do, we use him You
know, | speak to the first officer, the chief officer
that we use himif we need to do that.

Q So it was the cruise director then that nade
t he announcenent ?

A | think so, yes.

Q Can you recall what he told those crew
menber s?

A No, | can't.

Q But it was that the captain wanted themto
not -- to stop going ashore?
A Yes.

Q Was it the cruise director that nmade the
announcenent telling all crew nmenbers to go to their
abandon ship stations or was it the captain?

A | think it was the captain who did that.

Q And can you recall what he said
appr oxi mat el y?

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
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22

A Al nost what you said, to go to the abandon
ship station.

Q Do you renenber if a signal was then sounded
after the announcenent?

A That was sounded after the announcenent, |'m
qui te sure.

Q And then do you renmenber an announcenent
di sm ssing crew nenbers and what they were supposed to

do once they were di sm ssed?

A Yes, | renenber that also.

Q So that was the next announcenent ?

A Yes.

Q You're dism ssed, go to the side?

A Yes.

Q Did fire fighters cone up to the bridge when

you were there that you can recall?

A No, because the fire fighters, you know, |
mentioned in ny first interviewthat |I speak to himin
the early stage on the radio about 1'd like himalso to
check, you know, because | didn't know anythi ng when
com ng on the bridge.

Q Ri ght .

A So | have himto check maybe the airway or
sonet hi ng because | see the snoke fromthe stack and he

live -- his cabin is opposite mne, you know.
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Q |"msorry, did any of the Mam /Dade fire
fighters -- you're right, you told us that, but did any
M am /Dade fire fighter conme to the bridge while you
were up there?

A No.

Q So you don't recall seeing any --

A No.

Q -- of those nen up there?

A No. Only I try here with ny security officer
to have the Mam /Dade firenmen to be gui ded aboard, you
know, and to the right person.

MR. WALSH. That covers it for nme. Staff
Capt ai n, thank you very much. That ends the interview
with the Staff Captain on the SS Norway.

(Wher eupon, the interview was concl uded.)
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