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PROCEEDI NGS

MR, TURRELL: W are here, it is Friday,
Cctober 17. W are going to be interviewing M.
Toliver, the Operations G oup, NTSB.

And M. Toliver, if you would start with
first nane and | ast nanme, and spell it, please.

MR. TOLIVER R chard Toliver, T-OL-1-V-E-R

MR. TURRELL: And how ol d are you, sir?

MR TOLIVER Thirty two.

MR. TURRELL: How | ong have you worked for the
ferries?

MR. TOLI VER Since 1997.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. And what do you do for the
Staten Island Ferries?

MR. TOLIVER | am a deck hand.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. And what are your duties
as deck hand, tell us what you do?

MR. TOLIVER On the Barberi?

MR. TURRELL: Yes, sir.

MR, TOLIVER | amthe bridge man. | work the
Jersey side, | amin charge of clean up the Staten
| sl and wheel house, the top | evel Jersey side of the
boat, say the announcenents when we enter the slip. |
take down flags at night.

MR TURRELL: And is this witten down
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somewhere for your procedure that you are given or is
this word of nouth?

MR TOLIVER It was passed onto nme as soon as
| got hired, you know, when | had that job. Everybody
on the boat has different duties.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. And before you worked the
ferries, can you tell us what your background or
maritime training, howlong you have been in the
i ndustry?

MR TOLIVER | was in the Navy for three
years. | worked at MSC, Maritinme Sea and Command, PAC,
on the West Coast for a year. | worked on a tug for a
coupl e of weeks.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. And | would |like you to
start with the norning, Wdnesday norning, when you
woke up, tell us what tine you woke up and take us
t hrough that day, and give as nuch detail as you can
about the things you saw, who you saw, where you were,
noi ses you may have heard, things that were out of the
ordinary, and just go ahead and start from when you
woke up?

MR, TOLI VER. On Wednesday norning | woke up
at seven, getting ny daughter ready for school. | left
the house by 8:05. | get honme by, | get back honme at

about 8:20, 8:25. After that, | made breakfast for ne
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and ny wife. And then | walk her to the bus because
she goes to school, to a school. After that, just
watch TV, do whatever it is until it is tinme to get
ready for work.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay.

MR, TOLI VER: Which is, | start getting ready
at 11:30, | amout of ny door by 12:15. Catch the
12: 25 train. | get off at Bowing Geen Train Station
at about 12:44, 12:45. Was wal ki ng, you know, wal ki ng
fromBowing Geen Station to Witehall Ferry Term nal.

A gentl eman asked nme for instructions to get

somewhere. | got to the termnal, caught the one
o’ clock boat. | rode the boat over. Got into St.
George at about 1:27. | talked around with a couple of

co-workers, didn't make it to the clock in tine, 1:30

to punch in, so, but | got to the boat and, | got onto
the Barberi at 1:30. | had the first |ookout, the
bridge man has the first | ookout, so, | went, after
put nmy book down and | took ny jacket off, | went to

the New York end, to start nmy |ookout. The Captain
were up there, the Assistant Captain cane up there.
Mat e Rush, no, excuse nme, not Mate Rush, Mate Hyde cane
up there, there was a little altercation earlier, Mte
Hyde and Deck hand Danny Ennis, got into a little

altercation. The Captain called John Ml en, the
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Captain said that he would |i ke Danny Ennis back on the
boat, because Mate Hyde had told hi mthat he would have
to | eave the boat for their little altercation. So,
after that, we trolled to Manhattan. After we pulled
in, I do nmy regular duties, go downstairs clean, you
know, make ny announcenents.

Com ng back to Staten Island, that is when
signed in, because every deck hand has to sign in. The
Assi stant Captain Richie Smth, everything was fine,
you know, regular conversation. W were talking about
t he Yankees, you know. The Captain canme over, we
continued over to Staten Island. As we entered Staten
| sl and, the sane procedure, you know, the Staten Island
speech, downstairs to clean, you know, and then |I am
off for count. We start the 2:30 trip, which the
deck -- ourselves. At that tinme | amon the bridge

deck, you know, doing ny cleaning, walking around,

observi ng passengers, you know, on each level. | wal ked
around, throughout the boat. W pull in at three
o' clock to Wiitehall, 2:55, you know, same routine.

We pull out to head back to St. George, | am
wal ki ng around, you know, on the deck, you know,
pi cki ng up garbage, regular routine, saying hello to
passengers that | see every day. Got ne a cup of soda.

And just wal king around. And at the actual tinme of the
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crash, | was on the main deck, heading to go use the
bat hr oom And I, usually how I know when it is tinme
for me to say ny speech is that the captain or the

assi stant captain, whichever way we were goi ng, backs
down on the engi nes, you know, when you are on the
boat, you can tell, you hear it. So, as when | was
going down to the bathroom | didn’t get to the

bat hroom | made the corner to go towards the stall,
had heard the crash, boom So, | heard the crash and |
noticed, being that | didn't hear the engi nes back
down, | knew that we wasn’t close to pulling in. So,
| amassum ng that a boat hit us. And after the boom
| am nervous and then | could hear the netal or the
pier cutting through the boat. So, | amscared. | am
down there, the first thing that pops through ny m nd,
because | amthinking a boat hit us, that water is
going to be flooding in.

So, when | run upstairs, because where the
bat hroomis downstairs to the engine roomto the left,
when | ran upstairs, | caught the end of the pier
tearing the boat, because when | cane out that is the
side that was tearing, tearing up. So, | nean, it
wasn’t that close to me, so, | took off running. | ran
upstairs to the bridge deck and people were going to

crazy. There was chaos going on. | amtelling
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everybody to put their life jackets on, put life
jackets on. Trying to help people, as nany peopl e as
possible don life jackets while | amrunning, telling
themto put life jackets on.

Then it dawned on ne that, seeing that the
boat was being cut, that naybe the sal oon deck was
doing to fall down to the main deck, so | ran back down
to the saloon deck, to tell everybody to get fromthe
Jersey side to the Brooklyn side. And as | was
running telling people that, |I bunped into one of the
sal oon deck guys, who was directing traffic and there
was a body right there, with no head. And there was a
| ot of chaos going on, people trying to take pictures,
you know, | amtelling them | amcursing at themto
telling themnot to take no pictures, back up, |isten.

And then a passenger nust have cane fromthe main
deck, said there is a | ot of people hurt down there on
t he mai n deck

So, | went to go to run back up the bridge
deck, to notify the Captain or whoever | seen first, at
the Staten Island end and | was going down there to
assi st down there on the main deck, and | seen the
Assi stant Captain, Richie Smth, he canme out, he went
downstairs, and he nmust have seen the body, the body

that had no head, because as soon as you go down the
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stairs, when you start down, that is what you see. He
ran back up, | didn't even say nothing to him |
didn’t say nothing to him He ran back into the wheel
house, and that was the last that | seen of him After
he ran into the wheel house, a cop showed ne his badge,
and he said, do you need help? And | said, yes, nake
sure these people don’'t go down here. | amgoing to
run downstairs to the main deck and hel p. And when
went down to the main deck, there were body pieces and
stuff all over the place. But, at that time the boat
was swi nging around. | don’t know who was driving, was
Sw ngi ng around and put the Manhattan end in so we
could get help fromthe fire departnent and all that.
But, it was, after | seen the couple of corpses, | was
no good no nore, you know, it is not something you want
to see every day. The fire departnment and everybody
came on and that was that.

MR, TURRELL: Ckay. Very good.

St eppi ng back just a nonent here, you
menti oned that you were wal king around wth your
part ner.

MR, TOLI VER: No, | was wal ki ng around by
mysel f.

MR. TURRELL: By yourself.

MR TOLIVER | wasn’'t with ny partner.
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MR, TURRELL: Ckay.

MR TOLI VER Yes.

MR. TURRELL: Can you tell us specifically, we
are trying to map out sonme of the injuries in the other
group as to where sone of the injuries occurred, can
you tell specifically where you saw this body, the
decapi tated passenger, where, can you give ne --

MR TOLIVER It was on the Staten |Island end,
on, if you were to cone on the boat fromthe main deck
you wal k up only two flights of stairs, it was right
there. There was no nore stairs, it was just runble,
and the body was right there.

MR. TURRELL: So, that woul d between the
sal oon deck and the main deck?

MR. TOLIVER No, nore closer to the sal oon
deck.

MR, TURRELL: Ckay.

MR TOLIVER It was nore closer, it was up
t op.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. At any tinme did you hear
any, any announcerents or fire energency announcenents
at all?

MR. TOLI VER. None. W have -- nunber one to
say, you know, we are entering St. George, Witehall,

all passengers are remnded to -- | amthe one that
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says that, but there was no horn or speech going on.

MR, TURRELL: Ckay.

MR. TOLI VER: Saying that there was going to
be a col lision.

MR, TURRELL: Where is that public address
systemthat you use, where is that |ocation at?

MR. TOLIVER: There is one in each wheel
house.

MR. TURRELL: So when you make the
announcenents, you have to go up the wheel house.

MR TOLI VER Yes.

MR. TURRELL: In your normal routine, comng
into Staten Island, would you have gone to the New York
pil ot house or the --

MR. TOLIVER | always go to the opposite end,
because --

MR, TURRELL: The unoccupied --

MR TOLIVER It is easy for ne to clean,
because they passengers are getting off on that end, so
| go to the opposite and say the announcenents.

MR, TURRELL: Ckay.

MR. TOLI VER. Except for when | | ook out, | am
al ready there.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. And you described to us

where you were, on the main deck, heading to the
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restroom

TOLI VER:  Yes.

TURRELL: Which side?

TOLI VER: That is the Jersey side.

TURRELL: Jersey side.

2 3 3 3 3

TOLI VER:  Yes.

2

TURRELL: And closer to which end, the New
York or the Staten |Island end?

MR. TOLI VER. The New York end, closer to the
New Yor k end.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. And can you recount to us
just at the nonment of the accident until the m nutes
after the accident, which crew nenbers you saw and if
you can tell us where you saw t hen?

MR. TOLI VER. Everybody was running all over
the place. One crew nenber on the sal oon deck, and
then there was --

MR. TURRELL: Do you renenber who that crew
menber was?

MR, TOLI VER: That was Billy G eenwood.

MR, TURRELL: Ckay.

MR, TOLI VER: And then, nost the guys were on
t he mai n deck

MR, TURRELL: And can you tell us, can you

tell us who you didn’t see or can you tell us who you
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did see for sure?

MR. TOLI VER: Everything was --

MR, TURRELL: Ckay. Let ne ask you perhaps,
did you see the Mates, M. Rush and M. Hyde?

MR. TOLIVER Yes, Rush had a first aid, no, |
don't know if it was a first aid or the defibul ator,
but, he had one of them

MR. TURRELL: Ckay.

MR, TOLIVER. And | saw the back of Hyde, he
was attendi ng sonebody.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay.

MR. TCOLI VER: So, yes, | did see both Mates.

MR. TURRELL: And did you see M. Ennis?

MR. TOLIVER Yes, | seen M. Ennis, he, |
guess he was throwi ng up, he was sick, you know, a | ot
of trauma.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. Can you el aborate on the
all eged altercation or disagreenent shall | say between
M., between the two parties? Can you tell us what
t hat was about? What your know edge of it was in nore
detail ?

MR. TOLIVER Oh, M. Hyde had, now this up in
t he wheel house, M. Hyde said he, said to Danny Ennis
that the crew that was relieved said that he forgot to

cl ose the wi ndows because it rained the night before.
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And | guess Danny Ennis maybe had a bad day or
what ever, bad norning, got a little loud. This is what
t hey were saying.

MR, TURRELL: | don’t necessarily, just the
information that you know, the facts.

MR. TOLI VER. Ckay. That is what they were
saying up in the, you know, Hyde canme up to the wheel
house, the Captain called himup there and that is what
Hyde sai d.

MR. TURRELL: And this is Captain?

MR. TCOLI VER Gansas.

MR, TURRELL: Gansas. Ckay.

He called M. Hyde up to the wheel house.

MR, TCOLI VER: Yes.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. And what did Captain
Gansas tell M. Hyde?

MR, TOLI VER: He just asked hi mwhat happened,
you know, how come you asked Deck Hand Ennis to | eave
the boat. And Hyde said --

MR. TURRELL: Do you know of any resolution to
that matter? Wiat finally --

MR. TOLI VER. Danny, the Captain spoke and
Danny Enni s canme back on the boat.

MR. TURRELL: | amgoing to turn it over now

to Captain Ryan here and start sone questions.
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UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: During your | ookout,
who woul d be in the pilot house?

MR. TOLI VER. The Captain and the Assistant
Capt ai n.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ckay.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | have got kind of a
rough drawi ng here. The passage that you were pointing
to, the restroom but, the main deck, you were on the
mai n deck going, going to go down to the engine roonf

MR. TOLI VER Yeah, well, there is, it is not
in the engine room it is to the side, | was going, you
know, it is the sane door.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Were the enpl oyees go
or --

MR TOLI VER No, no, no. Yes, excuse ne,

t he enpl oyees go there, only enpl oyees, no passengers.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ckay. So that is down,
whi ch side, the New Jersey side?

MR. TOLI VER Jersey, yes, the other side,

t hey have got a --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ckay. And then if you
| ook at it sideways here, there are stairs that go up
here, is that, would this be the main deck, between the
sal oon deck and the bridge --

MR. TCOLI VER:. The bridge deck.
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UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: The bridge deck and it
woul d be actually the deck up here and then the pil ot
house is up here, correct?

MR, TCOLI VER: Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: The body was down here?

MR. TOLI VER Yeah, right there.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ri ght here. On the
route that goes down or howis that, stairs that cone
up?

MR. TOLI VER Yeah, the stairs right there.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: So in this area here.

MR, TCOLI VER Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ckay.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | don’t have any
guestions right now.

MR, TURRELL: Captain, do you have a follow up
gquestion?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: When you saw Rich, did
he try to assist anybody or did he just wal ked --

MR. TOLIVER He ran down the stairs, |ike |
sai d, and when he canme back up, he said, the passengers
out on the weather deck, outside, he went out there, he
said sonething, | don’t know, | guess maybe he was
trying to cal msone people, I don't know the exact

words or whatever and then he went back upstairs.
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UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Were t hose peopl e
bl oody, do you renmenber?

MR. TOLI VER: No, nobody, nobody upstairs that
| saw was bl oody.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ckay.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: About how | ong --
trying to cal m people down and --

MR. TOLIVER | don’'t know the exact time. |
don’t know.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: A few m nutes? --

MR. TOLI VER No, no bl ood, no.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And did you see Captain
Gansas at all?

MR TOLI VER No.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: That day.

MR. TOLI VER: No, oh, that day? Yes, on the
| ookout, yes. On the | ookout.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Did you see himat the
time of the inpact at all?

MR TOLI VER No.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: You had the first
| ookout, you said?

MR, TCOLI VER: Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ckay. And that is the

trip going where, describe that?
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MR. TOLIVER The trip is, | mean, the
| ookout, every deck hand has a | ookout for an hour,
from Staten Island to Manhattan and back to Staten
| sl and, Manhattan back to Staten Island, every deck
hand.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And during that one
hour, were both captains present?

MR TOLI VER Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: How did they seemto
you?

MR. TOLIVER: Fine. Actually we were talking
about the Yankee gane, because M ke Gansas is a Boston
Red Sox fan and Smth is a Yankee fan. And we were
all, you know, excited about the gane.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Excited about the
upcom ng gane.

MR. TOLI VER: Yeah, everything was nornmal, you
know, we were, we asked each other what we wanted to
eat for lunch. W were going to order. Tony’ s Brick
Oven, you know, and just normal, nornal day.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Now on the second trip,
com ng back, before the crash happened, to right after
the crash, you saw the captain and the assistant
captain --

MR TOLI VER No.
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UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: How did he seemto you
t hen?

MR, TOLI VER. Well, he was fast, you know, he
ran by, went downstairs, canme back up

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Di d you have any
conversation with hin®

MR, TCOLI VER: No.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Thanks.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: How di d he run
downstairs, if the stairs were --

MR. TOLIVER No, the stairs that were
col l apsed was fromthe main deck to the sal oon deck
the ranp, saying stairs, the ranp. There is a ranp.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ckay. From the bridge
deck goes --

MR, TOLI VER: He went down the ranp and then
the first stairs. And then, you know --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And t hen cane back.

MR, TCOLI VER: Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Cane back up. But, by
then you had al ready been down and up.

MR. TOLIVER | was down --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: You went down and saw
t he body.

MR. TOLI VER Yeah, yes. Yes, | had seen the
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body.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: That sane body as, when
he cane back up, and then, when he canme back up he went
back up to the pilot house.

MR TOLIVER | am he, | don’t know if he
actually saw t he body, because when | was out on the
bri dge deck, he went down the ranp. Now, to go down
them stairs, you nake a left and right. So, he went, |
don’t know whether it was left or right, he went, for
all I know he coul d have been standing right there, but
he went and then he cane back up.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And when was it that he
was hel ping to direct people?

MR. TOLIVER After that.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: On the bridge deck?

MR. TOLIVER. On the bridge deck.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And where did he direct
them people were comng up fromdown --

MR. TOLI VER: No, no, no. They were al ready up
on the bridge deck. There were already people up
t here.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ckay. And he was
directing themout onto the weather deck.

MR. TOLIVER He said, | don't know if he was

directing but he spoke to a group that was right there.
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UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: At the ranp.

MR. TOLI VER The weat her deck, no, the
weat her deck

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Near the weat her deck.

MR, TCOLI VER Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And t hen, okay, then
where did he go?

MR. TOLI VER:. He went back upstairs.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: He went back up to the
wheel house.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: The weat her deck, you
are tal king about outside where the big w ndows are.

MR, TCOLI VER Yes, yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ckay. Go through the
door there. Did he go out where the benches are and --

MR. TOLI VER: Yeah, yeah.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: The bi g wi ndows are out
t here.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: OCh, okay, now | know.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Not, yeah, up in the --
ar ea.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ri ght, right.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Do you see where those
peopl e went, did he direct them sonewhere?

MR TOLIVER No. | didn't see where they, you
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know, I wasn’'t really paying attention |like that, you
know.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ckay. And during the
ti me when you had the | ookout.

MR TOLI VER Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Bot h captains were in
t he wheel house for the entire transit?

MR TOLI VER Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Gansas and Smth goi ng
to New YorKk.

MR TOLI VER Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And goi ng back, at that
poi nt who was at the control s?

MR, TOLI VER. M ke Gansas al ways drives to New
York and Richie Smth always drives to Staten |sland.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: So, the New York run,
Gansas is at the controls.

MR TOLI VER Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And Ri chie was there
for the whole tinme?

MR TOLI VER Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And t he second | ookout,
com ng back.

MR. TOLIVER | amnot up there on the second

run.
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UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: No, | nean, your
second, the first |ookout but --

MR. TOLIVER (Going to Staten I|sland, yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Goi ng back to -- You go
up to Staten Island pilot house.

MR, TCOLI VER: Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And t hey were both
al ready there.

MR, TOLIVER. No, Richie Smth was already
t here, because he has to take the boat out, but after
M ke Gansas gives himthe controls, |ike he wal ks over.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ckay. And t hen when
they started up, started the transit, they both were
t here?

MR, TCOLI VER: Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Al |l the way --

MR, TCOLI VER: Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: -- to --

MR. TOLIVER To when | -- Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ckay. Wen you nmake
your public address announcenent, everybody advi ses
everyone that you were approachi ng.

MR, TCOLI VER: Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: What, what, how do you

know when to do that? What is the, the one thing you
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can feel the boat, you sense the boat powering down.

MR. TCOLI VER: Yes, when you are on the boat,
you feel, when they cut the throttle back, they usually
do that around the KB buoy, and by the castle -- around
in there.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: So that signals you
you go to the opposite wheel house.

MR. TOLI VER QOpposite wheel house, yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And you nake your
publ i ¢ address announcenent ?

MR TOLI VER Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: How much tinme until you
next, when you first hear the engine sl ow down and you
go make the announcenment, how nmuch tinme before the boat
ties up?

MR TOLIVER | don’t, | really don't know |
guess it depends on, how many mnutes, | can't say. |
never tinmed it, to say how many mnutes. Usually the
boat, the boat is suppose to pull in, just 10 m nutes
prior to, if it is the 2:30 boat, the boat gets in at
2:20, five mnutes to offload, five mnutes to | oad,
and then it |leaves at 2:30. But, actually --

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: You don’t know.

MR. TOLI VER As ne saying what tine, | nean,

how Il ong it takes.
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UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Yes, from when the
engi ne slows --

MR. TOLIVER No, | don’t know. | don’t know
t hat .

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: But, on this occasion,
just before the collision, when the collision did
occur, you were down on the main deck in the nen’s
room

MR. TOLIVER Yes, yes. | didn't use it, |
was getting ready to go use it.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ckay. But, you were
down on the main deck

MR TOLI VER Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And you were inside the
men’ s room

MR TOLIVER | didn’t, when you go down the
stairs, you nmake a left, there is a hallway, then you
make another left, and the bathroomis in the back.
didn't, | just got to the hallway when the inpact, when
it inpacted.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And that is towards,
what side of the boat?

MR, TOLI VER. That is the Jersey side, the
side that got hit.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And the nen’s roomis
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towards the stern or to the --

MR. TOLI VER. Towards the New York end or
towards the wheel house.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Wi ch woul d be -- The
New Yor k si de.

MR TOLI VER Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: It is below the main
deck al so.

MR TOLI VER Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: You go down bel ow t he

main --

MR TOLI VER Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And were you, how far
did you get?

MR. TOLIVER | wal ked down the stairs, and |
was in the hallway.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Bel ow t he mai n deck
t hen?

MR TOLI VER Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ckay. Then had to cone
back up to the main deck

MR TOLI VER Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ckay.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Did M. Ennis make the

first trip to Manhattan that day?
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MR TOLI VER No.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Or was he off the boat?

MR. TOLIVER He was, no, he didn't nake the
first trip

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: He was physically off.

MR, TCOLI VER: Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: He cane back on the
second trip.

MR, TCOLI VER: Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ckay. Thank you.

MR, TURRELL: Bill Wody, go ahead.

MR. WOODY: Ckay. Sure. You tal ked about
Captain Smth going down and then you believe he may
have seen sonething that caused himto go right back
up, and you speculated it m ght have been the body.
How far up were you aware if he went? You said went
back up, but do you know where he went to?

MR. TOLI VER: He went back up to the wheel
house.

MR. WOODY: Did you see go himinto the wheel
house?

MR. TOLIVER | seen hi mopening the door.

MR, WOODY: Ckay.

MR, TOLI VER. That door is only up to the

wheel house.
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MR, WOODY: Okay. So, you were then standing
on the bridge deck at that time?

MR TCOLI VER Yes.

MR, WOODY: GCkay. Just curious about that.

Just a question for information, you said
that you went to your |ocker, is your |ocker down bel ow
t he mai n deck?

MR. TOLIVER No, | went the bathroom | was
going to the bathroom

MR, WOODY: No, no, no, when you first canme on
t he boat .

MR TOLIVER. Ch, no, | don’t, | was hanging
my jacket up in the officers |locker room They have
hooks t here.

MR, WOODY: Oh, | see. Okay. Were are the
of ficers | ocker room | ocated?

MR. TOLIVER That is on bridge deck.

MR, WOODY: Ckay.

MR, TCOLI VER: Yes.

MR. WOODY: | have no questions.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. Have you known a captain
on your time wth the ferries to | eave the wheel house
during transit?

MR. TOLI VER Gansas or Smith?

MR. TURRELL: Well, a captain, any captain?
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MR. TOLI VER:. Oh, no, no, no.

MR. TURRELL: Have you known that Gansas or
Smth ever |eave the wheel house during transit?

MR TOLI VER No.

MR. TURRELL: Is it abnormal to do that in
your experience?

MR TOLIVER | didn't hear --

MR. TURRELL: Would it be abnormal for a
captain to do that?

MR. TOLI VER. Oh, yes, very abnornmal .

MR. TURRELL: So your understanding that two
wer e al ways suppose to be there during the transit.

MR. TOLI VER: Yes. They always are.

MR. TURRELL: Did you ever participate in any
drills or emergency drills or any kind with the ferries
and when was the last drill you participated in?

MR. TOLIVER. W do that, well, not for no
di saster |ike what happened.

MR. TURRELL: No, just in general.

MR, TOLI VER: Yeah, we have drills every week.

MR, TURRELL: Wen was the last drill that you
participated in?

MR. TOLI VER: The ni ght before.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. And can you descri be that

drill and what it was?
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MR. TOLI VER: That Tuesday is the steering and
t he anchor drill.

MR. TURRELL: And what did you do during that
drill, what was your role in that?

MR, TOLIVER Well, the steering drill I, that
is nostly for upstairs in the wheel house.

MR, TURRELL: Ckay.

MR. TOLI VER But, the anchor drill we take
out the line, and we get the anchor ready just in case
sonet hi ng happens and we have to di scharge the anchor.

MR. TURRELL: | know sone crew nenbers have
radi os, were you, did you have a radio wth you?

MR. TOLIVER No, | didn’'t have a radio that
day. But, there is one radio for each deck.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. Do you know of any one or
anything that could contribute to this investigation,
any, anything that you think we should be | ooking at,
that, any person that m ght help us or seen sonething
t hat woul d assi st us?

MR. TOLI VER© No. None what soever.

MR. TURRELL: | have no nore questions.
will say that nost likely we will follow up with sone
people on the interviews. | just want to |l et you know
that we may contact you in the future for a follow up

Wi th some questions.
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UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Did you see Jerry, was
he up on the bridge, Jerry Belfiore?

MR. TOLIVER Jerry Belfiore, yes, earlier,
you know, when we left for the, when we left out of
Manhattan to go to Staten Island, yeah, | saw himup on
the deck while | was sweeping, before |I started wal ki ng
around t he boat, yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: There are two deck
hands up there, right, yourself?

MR. TOLI VER Yeah, each deck is two deck
hands.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: And how do -- area of
responsibility, what is your area of responsibility?

MR TOLIVER Well, there is a Jersey side and
a Brooklyn side. Each deck hand has a side, you know,
and | have the Staten Island end wheel house, and he
has the New York end wheel house.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ckay. And during the
transit, did you see Jerry?

MR, TCOLI VER Yes, yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Can you descri be what
he was doi ng?

MR. TOLI VER. Hi's job, sweeping, picking up
gar bage, you know, sweeping and picking up garbage.

That is it.
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UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: \Where you over at the
snack bar at any point?

MR TOLIVER | went to go to get ne a soda,
yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Di d you see Jerry?

MR. TOLIVER At that particular tinme? No.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Did you see himat the
snack bar?

MR, TOLI VER: No, absolutely at the snack bar,
in the snack bar, no. | didn't see himat the snack
bar .

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: |Is there a life
preserver |ocker up there near the snack bar?

MR. TOLI VER: Ch, yeah, on both sides.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ri ght.

MR. TOLIVER. My side and the other side,
sliding doors.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ri ght.

MR TOLI VER Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Were you there, were
you at that | ocker?

MR. TOLI VER: You nmean during the crash?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: No, during --

MR TOLI VER No.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER At any tinme?
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MR, TOLI VER: No, you could walk right by it,
there is one on each side.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: There are two.

MR. TOLI VER: Yes. Two, on each side.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: On the side there is a
trans bul k head and then it goes this way.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: So if you are on your
side, you can only see the one on your side.

MR. TOLIVER Yes. | can’t see the other
si de.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: So, you can’t see what
is on the other side.

MR TOLI VER No, no.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: You di dn’t happen to
see Jerry over on that side?

MR. TOLI VER. Not around that |ocker, no,
because when you go into the snack bar, you stil
can’t see the sliding doors, which you are talking
about. If | amin the snack bar, | can't see that.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ckay. During the trips
do you ever hang out together or --

MR. TOLI VER Yeah, we talk, tal k about the
Yankees.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Stuff |ike that.

MR TOLI VER Yeah, tal k about the Yankees,
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yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: During this trip, going
over?

MR TOLI VER No.

MR. TURRELL: One nore question before Bill.

The life jackets distribution of the
passengers, what, can you, can you tell us nore about
the distribution of |ife jackets to the passengers? Is
this something they start on their owmn or was this
sonething the crew realized that there was a probl em
and started distributing life jackets or telling
passengers to get into then? Wat do you know about
t hat ?

MR. TOLIVER Well, when | was running
t hrough, nost of the passengers had, you know, they are
under seats, there is sone in themsliding doors, you
know, and people was putting them on.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. | have no nore questions.

| will just regroup here. Thanks.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: On your | ookout trip.

MR TOLI VER Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Captain Smth on the
way back to Staten Island, was he standing there or was
he sitting down?

MR TOLIVER | can’'t recall.

EXECUTI VE COURT REPORTERS, | NC.
(301) 565- 0064



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

34

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: \What do nost of the
captains do?

MR. TOLI VER. Every captain does sonet hi ng
different, you know.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: How about readi ng, does
any of them who all was on the bridge, first off?

MR. TOLI VER: Say that agai n now?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Who was on the in pil ot
house with you, you?

MR. TOLI VER. (Going back to Staten |sland?

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Yes.

MR. TOLIVER. Me, the captain and the
assi stant captain.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Okay. Anybody readi ng?

MR, TCLI VER: No.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Any tal k goi ng on?

MR. TOLI VER Yes, we, you know, again the
Yankees.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Ckay. Okay.

MR. TURRELL: Bill Wody is going to ask sone
human performance questions. The Safety Board |likes to
conpil e informati on about human performance and
fatigue.

MR. TOLI VER Ckay.

MR, WOODY: Okay. Are you in good health?
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TOLI VER  Yes.

WOODY: Are you taking any prescription

TOLI VER: None.
WOODY: COkay. Under the care of a doctor?
TOLI VER: Excuse ne?

WOODY: Are you under the care of a

TOLI VER:  No.

WOODY: No. Do you take any over the

counter drugs |ike, you know, sonething for cold or hay

fever or any

VR.
VR.
VR.
VR.

aspirins.

TOLI VER: No.

WOODY: And you wear gl asses.
TOLI VER No, these are shades.

WOODY: These are shades, okay.

Now, did you work Sunday?

VR.
VR.

wor ked?

VR.
VR.

TOLIVER No, | did not.

WOODY: Ckay. When is the first day you

TOLI VER  Tuesday.

WOODY: Tuesday. Ckay. Ckay. Prior to

Tuesday, when was the |ast day you worked?

MR.

TOLIVER Friday. W are off Saturday,

Sunday and Monday.
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MR, WOODY: Okay. Monday night, the | ast day
you were off, what time did you go bed that night? As
far as going to sleep and getting sone rest.

MR, TOLI VER: About 12, about 12, yeah, say 12
o’ cl ock.

MR, WOODY: Ckay. And you got up at what tine?

MR. TOLI VER Seven in the norning. GCetting
my daughter ready for school.

WOCDY: You told us about that.
TCOLI VER:  Yes.
WOODY: And that was Tuesday.

TOLI VER:  Yes.

2 3 3 3 3

WOODY: And then you went to work, was it
one o’ cl ock, 1:30.

MR. TOLIVER | left the house at about, |
| eave the house at 12:15, 12:20.

MR. WOODY: All right. You told us about your
typical day. But, that particular day, so, we have got
t he Wednesday - -

MR, TCOLI VER Ckay.

MR, WOODY: So you |eft the house at 12:15 to
go to work.

MR. TOLI VER: Yes. Catch the train, yes.

MR. WOODY: Catch the train. Wat trainis

t hat agai n?
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MR TOLIVER  -- train.

MR. WOODY: You live in Manhattan or --

MR. TOLI VER: Br ookl yn.

MR. WOODY: You live in Brooklyn. From
Brooklyn, the 12:15 train. And | know you said you

went to Bowing Geen, you transferred and then you,
okay.

MR TOLIVER | don’t transfer. Bowing G een
is the stop you get off and I walk, walk to the
Wi t ehal | .

MR. WOCDY: You walk to the --

MR. TOLIVER To the Whitehall.

MR. WOODY: Ckay. Thank you.

(Pause.)

MR. WOODY: Now were you don the ferry at
Whitehal |, was the start of your day?

MR. TOLIVER No, ny day doesn’t start unti
1: 30, when | catch the one o’ cl ock boat.

MR. WOODY: So you catch the one o’ cl ock boat
and you get over to begin your work assignnent.

MR, TCOLI VER Yes.

MR, WOODY: Ckay. And did you make it on tine
Tuesday, you said you were | ate on Wdnesday?

MR. TOLI VER Tuesday, yes.

MR, WOODY: On Tuesday you were on tine.
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TOLI VER  Yes.
WOODY: You swi ped on tine.

TOLI VER:  Yes.

2 3 3 3

WOODY: Ckay. | think that is all | have.
Do you have any maritinme training precisely on the job
wi th the conpany?

MR TOLI VER. What do you nean maritine
trai ni ng?

MR, WOODY: Well, | nmean, any particul ar
maritime schools or --

MR, TCLI VER: No, no.

MR. WOODY: No. |In fact there is an SAU
school for --

MR. TOLIVER Nothing like that.

MR. WOODY: Ckay. And so when you, let’s see,
| know we asked you, when did you, how | ong have you
been with Ferries?

MR. TOLIVER | have been at Staten Island
Ferry? August of 1996.

MR. WOODY: Right.

MR, TCOLI VER Yes.

MR, WOODY: Ckay. | think that is all | have.

Thank you very nuch.
UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: | just want to ask

you one nore question.
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MR TCOLI VER Yes.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Why do you think the
crash happened, do you have any idea how it happened?

MR TOLIVER No, | don't. | mean, | amjust
as shocked as everybody el se. Richie Smth and M ke
Gansas are great nmen. | would work with them any day
of the week, tinme of the year, you know. | don’t know
what happened. No.

MR. TURRELL: Ckay. That is all, this
concludes our interview. And | thank you.

(Wher eupon, the interview was concl uded.)
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