River Rouge Police Department

Jeffrey Harris ~ Chief of Police
10600 W. Jefferson Ave. River Rouge, Michigan 48218

To: US Coast Guard Detroit Office

Attn: Petty Officer

Fax# | 313-568-951 " B

| From: River Rouge Police Dept.

5gt. ). Poe — Uniform Command

TX# (313) 842-8700

Ref: Incident @ Rouge River Bridge

Attached is our PCR from this incldent. Should you have any questions please feel free to contact us,
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River Rouge Police Department

REPORTING OFFICER NARRATIVE GCa
13-0690
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On 05/12/2013 at approximately 0210 hrs Ofc Ruiz was traveling N/B on W. Jefferson Ave ncar Marion Dr.,
Ofc Ruiz observed the W. Jefferson draw bridge up in the air. Ofc Ruiz traveled onto Marion Dr and at 0214 hrs
Sgt. VanDerea dispatched Ofc Ruiz to a possible acoident involving a freighter ship and the W. Jefferson Ave draw

bridge.

Ofc Ruiz arrived on scene and spoke to Witn Narvestad which was in his U, § Steel Security vehicle parked N/B
W. Jefferson Ave near Marion Dr. He states that he observed the bridge up in the air and the freighter was traveling
West on the Rouge River toward Fort St bridge. When the frei ghter was approximately 30 feet from the bridge the

bridge lowered and struck the freighter.

Ofe Ruiz walk to the east side of the bridge and observed the freighter Herbert C. Jackson out of Wilmin gton
Delaware idle in the water. Ofc Ruiz observed the ship company name Interlake Steamship Company. Ofc Ruiz
observed several employees of the ship standing near the bridge. Of¢ Ruiz asked the crew is anyone ijured and
they stated no. The crew of the ship were yelling to me stating the bridge came down as they were approaching it
and it punctured a hole in the ship above the anchor. Ofc Ruiz observed a approximate 1° hole on the ship

approximately 7 feet above the anchor.

Ofc Ruiz drove around the city limits to approach the bridge from the Detroit side. Ofc Ruiz observed Witn
Carranza-Lazarte parked in his vehicle S/B W. Jefferson Ave in front of the bridge. Ofc Ruiz asked Wit
Carranza-Lazarte what happened. Witn states thar the bridge was up in the air and the freighter was approaching the
bridge. When the ship was approximately 30 feet away the bridge started to lower. Witn Carranza-Lazarte observed
the bridge come down and the bridge struck the ship. Oft Ruiz observed the bridge raising and lowering several

tirnes while I was on scene.

Ofc Ruiz knocked on the watch tower door for several minutes and Susp Williams opéned the door. Ofc Ruiz
asked Susp Williams what is going on with the bridge? Ofc Ruiz immediately smelled a strong odor of intoxicants
coming from her breath. Susp Williams had blood shot eyes and was swaying back and forth. Ofc Ruiz believed
Susp Williams was intoxicated. Ofc Ruiz asked Susp Williams who is operating the bridge and she replied I am.
Ofc Ruiz told Susp Williams that she just closed the bridge on a freighter and she replied there isn't a freighter

.- around. Ofc Ruiz told Susp Williams again that there is a freighter right next to the bridge and there is major

damages to the bridge. Susp Williams looked at my uniform patch and said “who the fuck are you", Itold Susp
Williams that I am Ofc Ruiz from the River Rouge Police Department a5 I was wearing a fully marked River Rouge
Police uniform. Susp Williams said "this is fucking Detroit and tried to shut the door on my foot. Ofc Ruiz detained
Susp Williams until Detroit Police or U. § Coast Guard could arrive on scene,

Ofc Ruiz took several photographs with River Rouge Department digital camera of the damage to the bridge.
Ofc Ruiz spoke to Subj Garza with the Wayne County Roads which was the first employse to arrive on scene. Subj
Garza made the necessary calls to make contact with his supervisors t the incident. Detroit Police arrive on
scene and Ofe Ruiz spoke to Sgt. Craig from station #2 telﬂ Ofc Ruiz briefed Sgt. Craig about the
incident and advised her that I took photographs of the incident and spoke 1o two witness which were on each side of
the bridge. Ofc Ruiz observed what appeared to be all of the damage to the bridge was on the Detroit side and the

River Rouge side was clear.

Reporting Officer: RUIZ A. Page 4
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- Ofc Ruiz was asked by Sgt. Craig to perform 2 PBT on Susp Williams. Ofe Ruiz read Susp Williams her PBT
rights and Susp agreed to take the test. Ofc Ruiz conducted the test on Susp Williams at approximately 0445 hrs on
05/12/2013. Susp Williams scored a2 .166 on the PRT and Detroit Police Sgt. Craig was notified of the test result.
Scene was turned over to the Detroit Police Department and U, § Coast Guard,
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Reporting Officer:  RUJZ, A. Page 5
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