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F-16C, 96-000085, Cessna 150, N3601V, Class A, 7 July 2015, AFSAS #896745

R1. MAJ (MP1)
R1.1. I1SB NON-PRIVILEGED INTERVIEW -7 JUL 15

The initial interview with MP1 was accomplished on 7 Jul 15 at the emergency room after the
mishap occurred. However, the Non-Privileged Witness Statement for this interview was not
signed until 10 Jul 15.

Non-Privileged Witness Statement

10 Jul 2015
(Date)

I,  MPl  Major. 20 FW, have been advised by . 437 AW/SEL can 437 AW/SEF.
involving F-16C, 96-0085.

a. This investigation is being conducted under the provisions of AF1 91-204 solely for the
purpose of mishap prevention within the United States Air Force and to determine all factors
relating to the mishap in order to prevent recurrence. | understand | am being interviewed as a
witness in a safety investigation and [ acknowledge that a promise of confidentiality has NOT
been extended to me.

b. My witness statements {written or verbal) may be used for any valid purpose and be released
to any subsequent investigation of this mishap and may be released to the public pursuant to a
Freedom of Information Act request.

MP1 Maj/O-4
Print Full Name and Rank/Grade

Chief of Mobility/F-16 Flight Lead
Duty Title .

Signature Block

Witness” Contact Information:
= Work o Home

Street:

City, State, Zip Code: _

Phone Number: DSN:

Email Address: i _
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Interviewer: Capt 437 AW/SEL  Charleston Flight Safety Officer (10)

Interviewee: Maj (MP1)
Date: 7 Jul 15
10: Thisis Captain 437 AW/SEL  ’m with Major MP1 at Trident ER in

Charleston, South Carolina. It’s 1656 on 7 July. Okay.

10: So, if you just want start with whatever timeline wherever you want to start.

MP1: Okay. So, it was as | was leaving Myrtle. | went to Myrtle for two or three approaches.
10: Okay.

MP1: And then I go to climb out to Charleston. They gave me unrestricted climb to 6,000 and
they changed my squawk. So, I climbed to 6,000 feet and leveled off and at that point, they gave
me direct to Charleston. So, then that, using the autopilot at 6,000 feet and | was flying max
endurance trying to fly as many hours on the plane per a maintenance request that probably
40’ish miles, I’m not sure on the mileage, to Charleston approach. So, I checked in with
information “Sierra.” They gave me a descent down to 1,600 feet for vectors and I descended
down to 1,600 feet. Again, | had the autopilot set and that’s driving it, looking out front. I went
from a, they had me on 260 heading and then they called out, I locked up a contact at 20 miles
and approach told me there was traffic at 1,200 feet, two miles, my 12 o’clock. | just queried
back and said, “confirm two miles” because | had somebody at 20 miles. They said, “Yes, if you
don’t see them turn left to 180 immediately.” So, | began a left turn to heading 180 looking
aggressively because two miles is really close, looking underneath my aircraft and then saw the
small aircraft obviously very close and I tried to pull up and it was too late.

10: Okay.

MP1: | felt an impact. My aircraft took -- I don’t know what kind of damage, but I lost the info
in the HUD. 1 had problems with FLCS -- probably some significant hydraulic damage, | didn’t
look at my hydraulics. And I looked -- | started a left turn direct to Charleston and | looked back
over my shoulder to see what happened to the other aircraft and I saw the aircraft out of control,
but I couldn’t turn back to assist because my plane was very low on thrust. | went to afterburner
trying to maintain some type of altitude, the whole time the plane was direct at Charleston and,
again, probably a good part of the bottom of my jet was gone so | wasn’t going to have any gear
anyways so there was no way | could make it. | was trying to give myself a little more time. |
had jettisoned my stores which | had a CATM HARM on my left flank I had two fuel tanks. |
was told I no longer (inaudible). 1 was looking for someplace to get out, eject, I thought “I have
to” and | was descending this whole time. So, my HUD wasn’t providing good info so it wasn’t
really a good job looking for (inaudible). | made a “Mayday” call, a couple of them, one about
the downed aircraft and then once | knew | was going to be ejecting, I think I hit IDENT, I’m not
sure. | try to sit up and get out of the aircraft here and | got into the body position and ejected.

Prior to ejecting, 1 did actually disconnect eye queuing system, the QVC, because | heard that’s
hurt peoples backs in the past so I disconnected that and had that in front of me and then
assumed the body position and ejected. | looked up and saw | had good canopy. I lifted my
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mask, dropped my mask and continued with the gear and life rafts and there was my stuff, seat
kit, down below me and I looked down and it was good and I didn’t even have time to pull the —

10: Risers?

MP1: Four lines and | was just thinking “oh, I’m gonna hit trees” and | started “think thin” for
trees, somehow missed the trees | saw the trees going past me and did a PLF on the ground on
my right side and sat there for a while. The canopy didn’t blow at all, it was in the middle of the
forest. | disconnected my canopy and then started getting my stuff. | finally got around to
turning off the beacon to use the radio. | couldn’t get anybody on guard. | finally just made a
call in the blind, I switched to and started talking to Spitfire 41 call sign. (Inaudible) find
my position and move my stuff more into like a little bit open area, try to get my canopy out or
something so | see a clearing and see its (inaudible). They can get a chopper or get a Coast
Guard helicopter out. They told me a place to walk that was a little better to get picked up
because | thought it was going to be from a helicopter. | remember getting picked up in a truck,
but they -- I don’t even know how they got there, but it was a Coast Guard pararescueman or a
jumper 1 guess in the front seat of a Dodge Ram with a guy who works the land out there on the
plantation. Do you want me to keep going?

10: Okay. I think that’s good for that.

10: Can you, did you say you were a single ship?
MP1: Yes.

10: This whole day. Okay.

10: Can you tell me about when you showed and, so | am just not that familiar with single ship
operations?

MP1: Typically, it’s a much longer brief and all that kind of stuff. There was a, they ask me
yesterday if | could fly an OCF flight, an operational check flight.

10: Okay.

MP1: The plane had had problems with the flight control system and they fixed it and they
wanted me to go out and fly it a while. Well, my plan, I filed a non-standard stereo to fly
instruments to Myrtle and end up in Charleston and back to the air refueling route which is over
Shaw to get some gas after other, all the other flights went through and then | was going to plan
to go to the bombing range, Poinsett bombing range because | wasn’t actually carrying any
bombs; just do practice. And so, | showed at about 8 o’clock this morning and 1 just did my
flight planning from there so there’s really not very any non-standard as far as that goes.

Stepped about 9:40 and got started up and out there | took off at about 10:20 this morning and so,
yeah.

10: Okay.

10: Let’s see. You mentioned the height -- after you struck that aircraft your HUD info was
gone, your FLCS?

MP1: | had like a HUD, but it was locked up in a probably 45, 60 degree bank. It was just --
locked like that. So, --

10: Okay.
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MP1: --and I had a FLCS AQOS fail. I think it was that, and very low thrust. I’m assuming
hydraulic damage I’m sure to the tails. It wouldn’t control the aircraft at all so probably a nozzle
might have gotten taken off. So, the throttles had been at AB and it still wasn’t an amount to go
anywhere.

10: Okay.

10: Do you have any idea where your aircraft hit the other aircraft like...?
MP1: | was close enough that they were underneath me --

10: Okay.

MP1: -- which I think was the high wing.

10: Okay.

MP1: A Cessna type aircraft.

10: Okay.

10: How long were you on the ground, just an estimate, before you were picked up?
MP1: About an hour.

10: Oh, really? Okay.

10: And you were going to Charleston just to shoot an instrument approach?

MP1: Yeah. | requested the vectors for the TACAN and climb out to the ILS, the vectors for
the ILS. 1’d attempt to do that and then try and do an SFO, but (inaudible).

10: Okay.

10: And, let’s see. You’re at -- did you say 1,600 feet?

MP1: 1,600 feet on vectors.

10: Okay.

10: And ATC called out traffic at 1,200, two miles, 12 o’clock?

MP1: Yeah. 1,200 feet, two miles, 12 o’clock, which two miles is not very far. | was only -- |
was flying 250 knots. It’s a little slower.

10: Okay.
10: And I know you said you saw a contact at 20 miles?

MP1: Yeah. Around right about there; 20 miles. | wanted to see what altitude they were at. |
never saw anything on the radar with the two-mile calls.

10: Okay.

10: So, that was radar that was showing that?
MP: Yeah.

10: Okay.

10: Do you have an IFF or a TCAS?
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MP1: No. We transmit IFF. We don’t have in TCAS.

10: Okay.

10: But, you can see other aircraft on your IFF if their squawking?

MP1: Yeah, we -- if | have it set to like interrogate Mode 3’s or something.
10: Okay.

10: Do you know if you had that set?

MP1: | believe. I don’t know.

10: Okay.

10: So, is primarily your -- I mean of course your visual scan, but you use your radar system to
scan for traffic as well?

MP1: You know, we’re flying around we’re using the radar to find other aircraft --

10: Yeah.

MP1: -- out there so you can pick them up visually.

10: Okay. Okay. That’s about all I have for now. Is there anything else you want to add?
MP1: [No verbal response].
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R1.2. 72-HOUR, 7-DAY NON-PRIVILEGED HISTORY -7 JUL 15

The 72-hour, 7-day history with MP1 was accomplished on 7 Jul 15 at the emergency room after
the mishap occurred. However, due to MP1’s duty and leave schedule the Non-Privileged

Witness Statement for this history was not signed until 29 Jul 15.

NON-PRIVILEGED WITNESS STATEMENT

20 Jul 2045
(Date)
L, MPL 04,55"FS_ have been advised by ‘
(Name, Grade, Organization, of Withess) (Neanee of Investigator)

a safety investigator of the mishap that occurred on 7 Jul 2015 involving an F-16C and Cessna

154,

a. This investigation is being conducted under the provisions of AFI 91-204 solely for the
purpose of mishap prevention within the United States Air Force and to determine all factors
relating to the mishap in order to prevent recurrence. | understand I am being interviewed as a
witness in a safety investigation and I acknowledge that a promise of confidentiality has NOT

been extended to me,

b. My witness statements (written or verbal) may be used for any valid purpose and be released
to any subsequent investigation of this mishap and may be released to the public pursuant to a

Freedom of Information Act request.

MP1 .
Maj/O-d4
Name (Last, First, ML) and Rank/Grade

55" Es ) DOM
Dugy Title

Signaifure
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Witness' Contact Information:
® Work r1 Home

Street: B
City, State, Zip Code:

Phone Number: N8N _ I
Email Address:
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72 HOUR AND 7 DAY HISTORY

This investigation is being conducted under the provisions of AF| 91-204 solely for the purpose of mishap
prevention within the United Stales Air Force and to delermine all factors relating to the mishap in order to
pravent recurrence.

This form is being administered by an investigator from the Interim Safety Board (I1SB) or Safety

Investigation Board (SIB). The statement you provide will either be privileged or non-privileged 1AW
applicable AFI 91-204 guidelines,

NON-PRIVILEGED
| understand | am being interviewed as a witness in a safety investigation and | acknowladge that
a promise of confidentiality has not been extended to me. My witness statements may be utilized
for any valid purpose and be released to any subsequent investigation of this mishap and may be
released to the public pursuant to a Freedom of Information Act request.
This non-privileged 72 hour and 7 day history form will be placed in Tab R when complete.

0 prviLEGED

| understand | am providing statement{s) for a safety investigation and | acknowledge that a
promise of confidentiality has been extended to me by .

Invesligating Officer or Board President

This privileged 72 hour and 7 day history form will be placed in Tab U when complete.

This 72 hour and 7 day history form is one of many tools the mishap invesligator may use to help
determine the cause of this mishap. Your participation is both critical and appreciated and may help
prevent future mishaps. Please answer these queslions to the best of your ability when you are not
rushed or distracled. Be as specific and detailed as possible. All answers address events prior to the
mishap and recavery events.

Today's Date: 7_:" “?/ 015 @ ~[Ciw

MP1
Statement Completed By: (print) _ (signature)

’.'-_'-
\isyr SIB Investigator Administering This Form: (print) _
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72 Hour History — General Information

Today's Date: (F W 2005
Date of Mishap@® Tl 2015 @, ~1\:05

Date and time of YOUR involvement with the MDS, AGE or vehicle

Work / Rest Data:

1
2.
3.

4,

Hours worked in last: 24 hrs._~3 _ 48 hrs: ~3 72 hrs:~3%

Heours continuously on duty prior to mishap:"‘3
Hours continuously awake prior to mishap:""'

Hours between last meal and mishap: ~3.5

Flying Data (if applicabl

Two most recant flights:

Date: 7 Type aircraft: g-16 Duration:

Date: Type aircraft, F-1€ Duration:

Mission Times:

Brief: Step: Taxi: Takeoff: Land:
Mission Profile;

Mission Times:

Brief: Step: Taxi; Takeoff; Land:

Mission Profile:
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Day of the Mishap = 7/7/15
How many hours did you sleep prior to the mishap: 3

Rate your sleep qualily (Circle One):  Very Poor / Poor / Average / Well @gll

Was the sleep continuous or broken?
Describe_(pntinbous

Time departed for work: O7:45

Time reported for duty. Q%00

Time of incident (or your inmhmantfﬂﬂ@- Fﬁﬁ reuhnhﬁ
Time released from duty day, —

List all food and beverages 1 hour prior to the time of mishap
eni

List all food and beverages 1-4 hours prior to the time of mishap

List all food and beverages 4-8 hours prior to the time of mishap
hdeer

T

List all food and beverages 8-12 hours prior to the time of mishap

5 i

: ey Pry

List any medications andfor supplements usad 12 hours prior to the mishap (to include over-the-counter)

Time taken;

Any alcohol prior to the mishap? Yes @) Time / Amount / Type:
Any caffeine andfor energy drink prior to the mishapy Yes J No
Time/Amount(y7:20 /\ cup Type:

Any tobacco prior to the mishap? Yes )@ Timefamaount I Type:

Estimated exertion prior to the mishap (circle one): Mene
Very Light / Light / Strenuous / Very Strenucus / Extremely Strenuous
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Any life stressors prior to the mishap or your involvement?
£ "
_ak '
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1 Day Prior to Mishap - 7/€/15
How many hours did you sleep in the last 24 hours: E b ’{?w« #J'J % & “'m]_?ar“l M@HWJ

uality (Circle One). Poor / Somewhat Poor f Average { Well (fary Well -

Rate your sleep
LM

Was the sleap gontinug o broken?

Time departed for work: QF?E
Time reported for duty: ﬁj-@

Breakfast: Yes (No) Time__~—— _Meal: Eﬂﬁ% for. ligid Yreen

Morning

activities: Emm&* @ 0750 Lfor ﬁss_hl yned mmm!_;quﬁgd

Lunch:@No Time: ~|2:t0 Meal: -ﬁfq}\m SU]D

Aftermoon
activities:

Dinner:@ Mo  Time—I§:3b Maal:_f‘_-:{,}a&hm’lﬁ dioner

Evening
activities:

Any medications/supplements used today (to include over the counter (OTC)? Yes@)
Time taken: ——

Medicalion and/or supplement name and amount taken
/A

Any alcohol today? Yes @ Time/Amaunt / Type:

Any caffeine andfor energy drink Ioday?@ No  Time/Amount~I2we ;| tip Type: 33‘5!"'-

Any tobacco today? YES@V Time/Ameunt i Type:
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Estimated exertion since you awoke (circle oneg):

ry Light / Light / Strenuous / Very Stranuous / Extramely Strenuous

Mission Times (for flyers )= [Nonz
Brief: Step: Taxi: Takeoff, Land:
Mission Profile:

Any life stressors prior o the mishap or your involvernent?
Mﬂé&h  k howe.

Any other relevant comments?
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2 Days Prior to Mishap— 7/5/15
: o ben T
How many hours did you sleep in the last 48 hours: 16 Frow \F00an S & v /s
Rate your sleep quality (Circle One): Very Poor / Poor | Average / Well KTery Wel)

Was the slead

3 or broken?

Time departed forwork ____ w_m wprk,

Time reported for duty:

Breskfast Yes [Nd» Time: Meal:

Marning
activities:

Lunch: Yesk No  Time: Meal:_ Qs MMEMM\
Afternoon

acﬁviﬁermm&mwy feads

Dinner: @INQ Time~ 1% Meal; Chihg_ﬁt- Hu.gh

Evening

acuvities:_&ms,_m_\s/_&.&j_amd_pm

Any medications and/or supplements used today (to include over-the-counter)? Yea@)
Time taken:

Melrjicatiﬂn and/or supplement name and amount taken

Any alcohol today? Yes @ Time/Amount / Type:
Any caffeine andfor energy drink today? Yes/MNo  Time/Amount ! Type:
Any tobacco foday? Yes [ Mo Time/Amount f Type:
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Eslimated exerfion since you awoke (circle one):
ery Li Light / Strenuous / Very Strenuous / Extremely Strenuous

Mission Times (for flyers): r)}ﬂ
Brief: Step: Taxi: Takeoff: Land;

Mission Profile:

Any life stressors zr'u:r to the mishap or your involvement?
L
T

Any other relevant comments?
=Jona
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3 Days Prior to Mishap - 7/4/(S
How many hours did you sleep in the last 72 hoursiZH __ foee  #/H/S (koohn) & 1/7/1S (M-oom)

Rate your sleep quality (Circle One):  Poor / Somewhat Poor / Average / Well / Very Well

Time departed for work: ” m ek |
Time reported for duty:

Breakfast: (fesiNo Time: Meal: ToaEb & Ropanstr ﬁnﬁu“_, 4 tug &l olden

Morning
activities:

Lunch: Yes/No Time: Meal:

Afternoon
activities:

Dinner. Yes/No Time: meal: &% o ME‘J&

Evening
activities;

Any medications andfor supplements used loday (to Include over-the-counter)? Yes @)
Time taken:

Medication andior supplemant name and amount taken

(=211}

Any alcohol today?@l No Time!ﬁmnunl_%_‘ﬂ 2. Type_baar
Any caffeinefenargy drink today? *@{ Mo  TimelAmount m_f | cp Type: g%
| ea.

Any tobacco today? Yes @B TimedAmount / Type:

R-17



F-16C, 96-000085, Cessna 150, N3601V, Class A, 7 July 2015, AFSAS #896745

Estimated exertion since you awoke (circle one);
Yery Light / Light / Strenuous / Very Strenuous / Extremely Strenuous

Mission Times (for flyers):
Brief: Step: Taxi; Takeoff; Land:
Mission Profile:

Any life stressors prior to the mishap or your involvement?

Any other relevant comments?
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7 Day History

The 7 day history is less detailed than the 72 hour history. Please note any significant life events that
have occcurred over the past week (example: selectad for promotion, death in family, work schedules,
sorties flown, marriage difficulties, financial difficulties, days off, vacation/leave, illness, etc.) Include
caffeing, meds, alcohol, tobacco, exercise and hours slept.

Mishap day:
Date/Notes: \

/

1 day prior to mishap: i
Date/Notes: i ‘g pee M.ﬂ\‘ '72 i’ﬂ" hlS‘h’}q

2 days prior to mishap: \
Date/Notes:

3 days prior to mishap:
Date/MNotes:

4 days prior to mishap — 7/5;"' 1S

DateiNotes: fouse Wby 25 ot _orllane f,;i,*’" 0l God voothac hove by 1 i buas
MM_%A#@M o

6 days prior to mishap =7 1'2/15
Date/Notes:_Mem, dad & brfinar
EAL " :

ks T e by

7 days prior to mishap: 6/%/15

Date/Motes:_pork— -1 flighw  Gg ﬁ#
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In the Past 3 Months
Have you experienced any of the below listed? (circle all that apply):

Death of spouse or close family member e

Divorce e

Injuryfiliness requiring hospitalization =&

Injuryfiliness requiring hospitalization (family member) =
Health problemsficoncerns e

Pramation

Demaotion y3s

Family problems/concerns=haene,
PCS-ps

Mew job/new job responsibilities=pae
Mew (or changed) diet plan - pas
Legal problems- jue

Monzy problems - =

Start/stop school -4 Ja

Other

Contact Information: MP1
Full Name and Rank/Grade:

o Wark o Home
Sireet:

City, State, Zip Code:

Phone Mumber: DSM:

Email Address:
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