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R1.  MAJ  (MP1) 
R1.1.  ISB NON-PRIVILEGED INTERVIEW – 7 JUL 15  
The initial interview with MP1 was accomplished on 7 Jul 15 at the emergency room after the 
mishap occurred.  However, the Non-Privileged Witness Statement for this interview was not 
signed until 10 Jul 15. 

 

MP1

MP1
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Interviewer:  Capt , Charleston Flight Safety Officer (IO) 
Interviewee:   Maj  (MP1) 
Date:  7 Jul 15 
IO:  This is Captain  I’m with Major  at Trident ER in 
Charleston, South Carolina. It’s 1656 on 7 July.  Okay. 

IO:  So, if you just want start with whatever timeline wherever you want to start. 

MP1:  Okay.  So, it was as I was leaving Myrtle.  I went to Myrtle for two or three approaches. 

IO:  Okay. 

MP1:  And then I go to climb out to Charleston. They gave me unrestricted climb to 6,000 and 
they changed my squawk. So, I climbed to 6,000 feet and leveled off and at that point, they gave 
me direct to Charleston. So, then that, using the autopilot at 6,000 feet and I was flying max 
endurance trying to fly as many hours on the plane per a maintenance request that probably 
40’ish miles,  I’m not sure on the mileage, to Charleston approach.  So, I checked in with 
information “Sierra.” They gave me a descent down to 1,600 feet for vectors and I descended 
down to 1,600 feet.  Again, I had the autopilot set and that’s driving it, looking out front. I went 
from a, they had me on 260 heading and then they called out, I locked up a contact at 20 miles 
and approach told me there was traffic at 1,200 feet, two miles, my 12 o’clock.  I just queried 
back and said, “confirm two miles” because I had somebody at 20 miles.  They said, “Yes, if you 
don’t see them turn left to 180 immediately.”  So, I began a left turn to heading 180 looking 
aggressively because two miles is really close, looking underneath my aircraft and then saw the 
small aircraft obviously very close and I tried to pull up and it was too late. 

IO:  Okay. 

MP1:  I felt an impact.  My aircraft took -- I don’t know what kind of damage, but I lost the info 
in the HUD.  I had problems with FLCS -- probably some significant hydraulic damage, I didn’t 
look at my hydraulics.  And I looked -- I started a left turn direct to Charleston and I looked back 
over my shoulder to see what happened to the other aircraft and I saw the aircraft out of control, 
but I couldn’t turn back to assist because my plane was very low on thrust.  I went to afterburner 
trying to maintain some type of altitude, the whole time the plane was direct at Charleston and, 
again, probably a good part of the bottom of my jet was gone so I wasn’t going to have any gear 
anyways so there was no way I could make it.  I was trying to give myself a little more time.  I 
had jettisoned my stores which I had a CATM HARM on my left flank I had two fuel tanks.  I 
was told I no longer (inaudible).  I was looking for someplace to get out, eject, I thought “I have 
to” and I was descending this whole time.  So, my HUD wasn’t providing good info so it wasn’t 
really a good job looking for (inaudible).  I made a “Mayday” call, a couple of them, one about 
the downed aircraft and then once I knew I was going to be ejecting, I think I hit IDENT, I’m not 
sure.  I try to sit up and get out of the aircraft here and I got into the body position and ejected. 

Prior to ejecting, I did actually disconnect eye queuing system, the QVC, because I heard that’s 
hurt peoples backs in the past so I disconnected that and had that in front of me and then 
assumed the body position and ejected.  I looked up and saw I had good canopy.  I lifted my 

MP1
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mask, dropped my mask and continued with the gear and life rafts and there was my stuff, seat 
kit, down below me and I looked down and it was good and I didn’t even have time to pull the –  

IO:  Risers? 

MP1:  Four lines and I was just thinking “oh, I’m gonna hit trees” and I started “think thin” for 
trees, somehow missed the trees I saw the trees going past me and did a PLF on the ground on 
my right side and sat there for a while.  The canopy didn’t blow at all, it was in the middle of the 
forest.  I disconnected my canopy and then started getting my stuff.  I finally got around to 
turning off the beacon to use the radio.  I couldn’t get anybody on guard.  I finally just made a 
call in the blind, I switched to  and started talking to Spitfire 41 call sign. (Inaudible) find 
my position and move my stuff more into like a little bit open area, try to get my canopy out or 
something so I see a clearing and see its (inaudible).  They can get a chopper or get a Coast 
Guard helicopter out.  They told me a place to walk that was a little better to get picked up 
because I thought it was going to be from a helicopter.  I remember getting picked up in a truck, 
but they -- I don’t even know how they got there, but it was a Coast Guard pararescueman or a 
jumper I guess in the front seat of a Dodge Ram with a guy who works the land out there on the 
plantation.  Do you want me to keep going? 

IO:  Okay. I think that’s good for that. 

IO:  Can you, did you say you were a single ship? 

MP1:  Yes. 

IO:  This whole day.  Okay. 

IO:  Can you tell me about when you showed and, so I am just not that familiar with single ship 
operations? 

MP1:  Typically, it’s a much longer brief and all that kind of stuff.  There was a, they ask me 
yesterday if I could fly an OCF flight, an operational check flight. 

IO:  Okay. 

MP1:  The plane had had problems with the flight control system and they fixed it and they 
wanted me to go out and fly it a while.  Well, my plan, I filed a non-standard stereo to fly 
instruments to Myrtle and end up in Charleston and back to the air refueling route which is over 
Shaw to get some gas after other, all the other flights went through and then I was going to plan 
to go to the bombing range, Poinsett bombing range because I wasn’t actually carrying any 
bombs; just do practice.  And so, I showed at about 8 o’clock this morning and I just did my 
flight planning from there so there’s really not very any non-standard as far as that goes.  
Stepped about 9:40 and got started up and out there I took off at about 10:20 this morning and so, 
yeah. 

IO:  Okay. 

IO:  Let’s see.  You mentioned the height -- after you struck that aircraft your HUD info was 
gone, your FLCS? 

MP1:  I had like a HUD, but it was locked up in a probably 45, 60 degree bank.  It was just -- 
locked like that.  So, -- 

IO:  Okay. 
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MP1:  -- and I had a FLCS AOS fail.  I think it was that, and very low thrust.  I’m assuming 
hydraulic damage I’m sure to the tails.  It wouldn’t control the aircraft at all so probably a nozzle 
might have gotten taken off.  So, the throttles had been at AB and it still wasn’t an amount to go 
anywhere. 

IO:  Okay. 

IO:  Do you have any idea where your aircraft hit the other aircraft like…? 

MP1:  I was close enough that they were underneath me -- 

IO:  Okay. 

MP1:  -- which I think was the high wing. 

IO:  Okay. 

MP1:  A Cessna type aircraft. 

IO:  Okay. 

IO:  How long were you on the ground, just an estimate, before you were picked up? 

MP1:  About an hour. 

IO:  Oh, really?  Okay. 

IO:  And you were going to Charleston just to shoot an instrument approach? 

MP1:  Yeah.  I requested the vectors for the TACAN and climb out to the ILS, the vectors for 
the ILS.  I’d attempt to do that and then try and do an SFO, but (inaudible). 

IO:  Okay. 

IO:  And, let’s see.  You’re at -- did you say 1,600 feet? 

MP1:  1,600 feet on vectors. 

IO:  Okay. 

IO:  And ATC called out traffic at 1,200, two miles, 12 o’clock? 

MP1:  Yeah. 1,200 feet, two miles, 12 o’clock, which two miles is not very far.  I was only -- I 
was flying 250 knots.  It’s a little slower. 

IO:  Okay. 

IO:  And I know you said you saw a contact at 20 miles? 

MP1:  Yeah.  Around right about there; 20 miles.  I wanted to see what altitude they were at.  I 
never saw anything on the radar with the two-mile calls. 

IO:  Okay. 

IO:  So, that was radar that was showing that? 

MP: Yeah. 

IO:  Okay. 
IO:  Do you have an IFF or a TCAS? 
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MP1:  No.  We transmit IFF.  We don’t have in TCAS. 

IO:  Okay. 

IO:  But, you can see other aircraft on your IFF if their squawking? 

MP1:  Yeah, we -- if I have it set to like interrogate Mode 3’s or something. 

IO:  Okay. 

IO: Do you know if you had that set? 

MP1:  I believe.  I don’t know. 

IO:  Okay. 

IO:  So, is primarily your -- I mean of course your visual scan, but you use your radar system to 
scan for traffic as well? 

MP1: You know, we’re flying around we’re using the radar to find other aircraft -- 

IO:  Yeah. 

MP1:  -- out there so you can pick them up visually. 

IO:  Okay. Okay.  That’s about all I have for now. Is there anything else you want to add? 

MP1:  [No verbal response]. 
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R1.2.  72-HOUR, 7-DAY NON-PRIVILEGED HISTORY – 7 JUL 15 
The 72-hour, 7-day history with MP1 was accomplished on 7 Jul 15 at the emergency room after 
the mishap occurred.  However, due to MP1’s duty and leave schedule the Non-Privileged 
Witness Statement for this history was not signed until 29 Jul 15. 
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