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Interview with Erin Ashley Alf 

 
This interview took place at Ms. Alf’s house on July 9, 2009, at 3:05 p.m. Present during 
interview were Rafael Marshall, Robert Accetta, and Nancy Ann Martin, Ms. Alf’s 
mother. 
 
72-hour history 
 
June 23:  

• Went to bed around 11pm 
June 24 

• Got up around 8am and ate breakfast 
• Out with friends 
• Baby sat until 10 pm 
• Went to bed around 11 pm 

June 25 
• Got up between 8 and 9am and ate breakfast 
• Out with friends/shopping 
• Went to bed around 10pm.  Denies having trouble sleeping 

June 26 
• 5am: Woke up and began packing from trip to Chicago.  She described being 

fully awake and not drowsy. 
• 7am: Fiancé begins driving.  They go to McDonald’s in Wichita Falls for 

breakfast around this time. 
• 10:30 am: Begins driving because the fiancé is tired.  She has been up throughout 

the drive up to this point. 
• 11:30 am: They stop for lunch at McDonalds on Will Roger’s Turnpike, Mile 

Marker 288.4, before Vinita, OK.  
• 12 pm: finished lunch and began driving 
• 1:13 pm involved in accident at Miami, OK, (accident occurred at 322.0, 33.6 

miles from McDonalds). Note, at 75 mph departure time from McDonalds would 
have been about 12:46 pm, and at 70 mph departure time would be about 12:44 
pm. 

 
 The driver does not have a set schedule.  She did not remember much about what 
she did in the days prior to the accident.  She stated that she spent most of her time 
shopping or with friends. 



 
 This driver has been licensed for 3 years.  She denies ever being in a crash before 
June 26, 2009.  The accident occurred in her fiancé’s vehicle, which was a 2001 Ford 
Focus.  She stated that she was familiar with the vehicle, having driven it previously 
about 3 times around town.  She stated that the vehicle was in good shape, and that the 
alignment was good.  She noted that the vehicle would travel straight but would begin 
drifting slowly to the right if the driver did not correct it.  (This may be slope-of-roadway 
induced drifting). 
 
 She described the traffic on eastbound I-44 as sparse.  After lunch, she began 
driving again while her fiancé slept in the passenger seat.  She stated that she was in the 
left lane before falling asleep and drifting to the right lane.  She stated that at the time of 
her accident, the cruise control was disengaged.  She awoke when her vehicle sideswiped 
the left rear tires of the semi-trailer of a truck-tractor semitrailer that was parked at the 
side of the road.  She awoke and overcorrected toward the left.  Her vehicle began 
fishtailing into the left lane and hit the median barrier head-on.  When the vehicle 
stopped, it was facing westward on the left eastbound traffic lane of I-44. 
 
 A man in a car pulled over to help.  He, the truck driver, and a male passenger of 
the truck helped push her car to the right shoulder.  The driver called her father on her 
cell phone while her fiancé exchanged information with the truck driver.  The truck 
driver, his passenger, and the man left.  The driver and fiancé walked to a nearby 
underpass and waited for police and ambulance.  She stated that she did not hear or see 
the other crash occur.  It took 3.5 hours before she was taken to the hospital, where she 
was diagnosed with a bruised sternum. 
 
 The driver stated that she and her fiancé were wearing their seatbelts.  Both the 
driver and passenger side airbags deployed during the crash sequence. 
 
 According to the driver she doesn’t smoke or drink alcoholic beverages.  The 
driver also stated that she was on her menstrual cycle, and that she tended to tire easily 
during those times.  The driver has a history of asthma and takes medication for this 
condition and takes Ibuprofen for headaches.  The driver does not were corrective lenses.  
The interview was concluded at 4:10 pm. 



Telephone interview with Christina Schlaikjer 

 
Christina Schlaikjer was interviewed over the phone at 1:43pm, July 4, 2009 by 

Rafael Marshall. Ms. Schlaikjer is a registered nurse.  She and her husband were 
traveling in their 2001 Toyota Forerunner, with her husband driving and she in the front 
passenger seat.   

According to Ms. Schlaikjer, they were traveling slowly on eastbound I-44 in the 
right lane, due to an accident ahead of them.  They moved to the left lane, and she noticed 
a Chevrolet Tahoe1 beginning to pass them on the right hand side.  Almost immediately, 
her husband shouted something.  She looked back and saw a truck coming at ‘full force.’  
She screamed as the accident truck impacted the Tahoe to the right of them. Glass from 
the Tahoe shattered and impacted their Toyota.  After the accident truck hit the Tahoe, it 
continued to hit other cars.   

When the accident sequence was over, she called 911 on her cellular phone to 
report the accident.  Her husband exited the vehicle to attend to a lady who was pinned in 
her vehicle under the truck.  The lady was screaming.  Ms. Schlaikjer followed her 
husband to the lady and assessed that there was nothing they could do to help her.  Ms. 
Schlaikjer stated that she smelled gasoline and became concerned that an explosion might 
occur.  She went back to her car and backed up her vehicle.  She then went back to the 
accident scene to see if there was anyone she could help.  She went to the Tahoe and 
stayed a while with the little girl in the vehicle. Ms. Schlaikjer stated that the little girl 
was sitting on top of her dad, who appeared deceased.  Another lady, who was also a 
nurse, was already there with the little girl, so Ms. Schlaikjer looked for another person 
who needed assistance.  She looked up and saw a man who was bleeding from the right 
side of his head.  She had him sit down and found out that he was the driver of the 
accident truck.  He seemed to be in shock.  He repeatedly asked why cars ran underneath 
truck.  He stated to her that he was stopped and pulled over when the cars ran underneath 
his truck. The driver also repeatedly asked her for his cell phone so that he could call his 
son and [AWG] dispatch.  He tried to get up to look for his phone, but Ms. Schlaikjer 
asked him to continue sitting down so that she could continue to apply pressure to his 
head wound. The driver asked whether kids were involved and if anyone died….she did 
not answer him.  At one point, the driver stated, “I might have been on phone, and that’s 
why I didn’t see them hit me.”    Ms. Schlaikjer described the driver’s demeanor as calm.  
He asked her who she was and where she was from.  Mr. Schlaikjer stated that she did 
not know how long she was with the driver, but she was with him until he was taken 
away by ambulance.   

                                                 
1 She referred to this vehicle as a Tahoe.  However, from her description of the scene, people, and events, it 
is likely that this vehicle was actually the Land Rover. 



  

Interview – Steve Hummel, a driver at AWG 

 
Mr. Hummel was interviewed at his place of business, Associated 

Wholesale Grocers, at 3:30 p.m. on July 2, 2009.  Present------- Rafael Marshall 
and Ron Jones of AWG. Mr. Hummel interacted with Mr. -------  on the morning 
on June 26, prior to Mr. ---------  departure on the accident tr--- 

---  the morning before the accident trip, Mr. Hummel mentioned seeing 
Mr. ------- socializing with coworkers and drinking a--------- coffee.  He described 
Mr. ---------- demeanor as normal. He stated that Mr.--------  was generally happy-
go-l---------- d this was his demeanor on the day of the accident.   

According to Mr. Hummel, he has known Mr. -------- for approximately 4 
years.  When Mr. -------- and Mr. Hummel spoke, it was primarily about the 1946 
Ford pickup Mr. -------- was restoring.  Mr. Hummel related helping Mr.--------- 
find parts for the vehicle.  Mr. Hummel twice mentioned during the interview that 
Mr.-------- knew the general area and often helped him and other with directions.  

Mr. Hummel state--------- e has not been to Mr.-- -------- house and does not 
know what activities Mr.--------- engaged in outside of work.  He could not recall 
any conversations with--------------- about Mr. ---------- physical health or about 
major life events in Mr.----------  life.   
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Interview - Mike Corsono, co-worker 

 Mr. Corsono was interviewed at his place of business, Associated 
Wholesale Grocers, at approxim------ 1 p.m. on July 2, 2009, by Gary Van Etten.  He 
stated that he only knew the Mr.-------- on a casual basis from work. He stated that he last 
saw Mr.-------- 2 days before the accident.  He did not notice any indication of illness or 
emotional problems. He believed that Mr. -------- was a good driver and was in good 
shape.  He thought the accident might have occurred because Mr. -------- either blanked 
out or was using the cruise control and was just not paying attention-- 
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Interview – William Herndon, co-worker 

Mr. Herndon was interviewed at his place of business, Associated Wholesale 
Grocers, at approximately 2 p.m. on July 2, 2009, by Gary Van-------- His stated that he 
only knew Mr.--------- casually from work. He noted that Mr. -------- did not smoke or 
drink.  Furtherm--------  stated that Mr.-------  owned a ranch wit---- ----- p-s--------- did not 
know to what extent he worked on the ranch. Mr. Herndon last saw Mr.--------- around 
2:30 a.m., just before they both went on the road on the day of the accident. They had a 
casual conversation about a store Mr. Herndon had to go to for which Mr. -------- 
suggeste--------- ions. Mr. Herndon did not notice any physical or emotional problems 
with Mr.--------  
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Interview with Dr. Charles Mauldin 

Dr. Mauldin was interviewed at his place of business, 1308 North 
Glenstone, Springfield MO 65802, on July 2, 2009 at 11 a.m.  Present was Gary 
Van Etten, with Rafael Marshall on speakerphone.  Dr. Mauldin was the fitness 
examiner who performed an examination on the driver on January 2008.  When 
asked whether he remembered the driver, he said that he did not. As a result, his 
answers were based on the information from the January 2008 long form. 
According to the physician, he noticed that the driver had an irregular heartbeat 
and a heart murmur.  He recommended that the driver get an EKG and a stress 
test.  He provided the driver with a fitness card that was good for 1 year.  The 
driver undertook the EKG and stress tests on August 28, 2008.  The tests results 
were normal.  The physician stated that at the time of the physical, the driver was 
on Lipitor and a blood pressure medicine (see long form for name).  The long 
form states that the driver denies having obstructive sleep apnea.  His vision 
appears to be good.  His field of view was 80-degrees, which was better than the 
minimum of 70 degrees per eye.  The physician said that the driver was in good 
health considering his age.  

Dr. Mauldin stated that he has been performing driver fitness 
examinations for nearly 20 years, and has performed them at this facility since 
2001.  When asked how he learned to perform fitness examinations, he stated that 
he learned from reading the regulations and reports.     



Oklahoma State Patrol Interview with Carey Bass 

On Wednesday, August 12, 2009 Trooper JAMES LOF-------------------------- EY 
BASS telephonically regarding a telephone call she had with--------------------------- the 
driver of a truck involved in a multi-fatality crash on the Will Rogers Turnpike.  BASS’ 
date of birth is March 17, 1979 and her address is 718 South Newton Avenue, 
Springfield, Missouri 65806.   

LOFTIS informed BASS that while reviewing-- -- -------- telephone records, it was 
found that she had a twenty-two minute phone con------------ with ---------  that ended 
approximately eight minutes before he was involved in the crash.  BASS said she did 
speak with-----------  and was expecting to be called by investigators.   

BASS said ---------  is a close family friend, and called to check on her kids, and 
to see if BASS ha---------  a promotion she was hoping to get at work.  BASS said during 
the conversation, ---------  seemed like nothing was unusual, and coherent.   BASS said 
---------- did not say anything about being tired or sleepy, and was having a “normal day”.   

BASS said----------  remarked about seeing a Trooper on the side of the road, and 
talked about a red --------- was driving slow in front of him. ----------- made the statement 
that the car was going to crash.  BASS said since----------- was in traffic, they concluded 
the conversation.   

BASS said she has spoken with ---------  several times since the day of the crash, 
and he does not know what happened.  BASS said in her opinion, she thinks------------ 
might have had a stroke.  BASS said in the weeks before the crash, her mot----------- 
---------- to the hospital, and he was having unknown heart problems.   

BASS said ---------  is now having to wear a heart monitor, and that his blood 
pressure unexpectedly goes up.   
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Interview with William Richard Hall 

Mr. Hall was interviewed telephonically on January 20, 2010, at 11 a.m., by 
David Rayburn. 

Mr. Hall was driving a 2008 Century Freightliner, pulling a loaded 53-ft long 
refrigerated van semitrailer eastbound on I-44 when the accident occurred.  He said he 
first noticed the accident truck in his left side mirror changing from the right-hand lane to 
the left- hand lane.  He said this occurred simultaneously with him beginning to slow for 
all the congestion and brake lights ahead in both lanes when he crested the hill top.  He 
said he had put on his 4-way hazard flashers as soon as he saw the stopped traffic ahead.  
He stated that the traffic queue extended about 1/3 of a mile, from the top of the next hill 
until the point where the accident occurred. He indicated the accident truck passed him, 
changed back to the right hand lane, never slowed or braked and crashed into the stopped 
traffic ahead.    

He stated that when he saw the traffic queue, he began down shifting his truck 
from 10th gear to 9th.  The accident truck passed him as he downshifted from 9th to 8th 
gear. He estimated that it took the accident truck about 6-7 seconds to complete the 
passing maneuver. Mr. Hall did not notice whether the windows on the accident truck 
were up or down. Mr. Hall continued to downshift to 7th, and 6th gear, and then braked 
hard and stopped at the point where the grocery truck had struck the first stopped car.  He 
said he thought he was traveling 66 mph and had slowed to 35-40 mph by the time the 
impact happened.  He added that he thought the grocery truck was 300-400 feet ahead of 
him when the first impact occurred. 

Mr. Hall added that another truck had passed him after the accident truck, and that 
this truck was able to stop in time. 

He finished the interview by stating that his present truck has a Vorad collision 
warning system on it and all trucks should have it.  The truck he was driving on the day 
of the accident was not equipped with one. 

**** 

The following pages provides the specifications for the vehicle Mr. Hall was 
driving the Miami, Oklahoma accident.  The saw tooth curve shows that he had slowed 
down to about 52 mph in eighth gear when the accident driver passed him and he had 
probably slowed down to 27.9 mph in 6th gear by the time the impact occurred.  These 
specifications help explain that the accident truck driver passed quickly and got back into 
the right lane with time remaining to observe and react to the visual cues regarding the 
slowing and stopped traffic ahead.   
 

 














