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Highway Photograph 1 – Crash Location – Facing Northwest 

Photograph one shows a view of the crash location looking toward the northwest during daylight hours.  Visible in the photograph are both the northbound and southbound gravel travel lanes of 480th Street.  Charred earth and vegetation can be seen in the foreground, with a residence visible in the 

background.   



 

Highway Photograph 2 – Roadway at Crash Location – Facing South 

Photograph two shows a view of the crash location looking toward the south during daylight hours.  Visible in the photograph are both the northbound and southbound gravel travel lanes of 480th Street.  Charred earth and vegetation can be seen to the left.  A continuation of the roadway and 

surrounding area can be seen in the background. 



 

Highway Photograph 3 – School Bus at Final Rest Following the Collision and Post-Crash Fire – Facing South (source: Pottawattamie County Sheriff’s Office) 

Photograph three shows the front and right side of the school bus at its position of final rest following the collision and post-crash fire, with the photograph taken facing toward the south.  The rear of the school bus can be seen in contact with the ditch backslope.  The right rear dual wheels of the 

school bus can be seen contacting the ground near the bottom of the ditch foreslope.  The front of the bus is near the roadway centerline.  The school bus is oriented with the front pointed in a west-northwesterly direction. 



 

Highway Photograph 4 – Right Rear Tire Depressions Near the Bottom of Ditch Foreslope  

Photograph four shows two tire shaped depressions in the soil near the bottom of the ditch foreslope.  The depression from the right rear inner tire is to the left, and the depression from the right rear outer tire is to the right in the photograph.  Lining the bottom of both tire depressions are the 

remaining, unburned, portions of the tire treads.  A small ruler was placed in the bottom of the outer tire depression for scale.   

 



 

Highway Photograph 5 – Triangular Depression in Soil of Ditch Backslope – Facing Southeast 

Photograph five shows the backslope of the ditch, annotated with a yellow dashed triangle highlighting the triangular depression.  The photograph was taken facing the southeast.  Visible within the triangular depression is unburned, dried, vegetation.  Only bare soil and charred remains of vegetation 

are present in the area surrounding this depression. 



 

Highway Photograph 6 – Right Rear Corner of School Bus at Final Rest Against the Ditch Backslope Following the Collision and Post-Crash Fire (source: 

Pottawattamie County Sheriff’s Office) 

Photograph six shows the right rear corner of the school bus at final rest after the collision and post-crash fire.  The lower right rear corner of the school bus’s bumper can be seen in contact with the ditch backslope.  The right rear dual wheels of the school bus can be seen in contact with the ground 

near the bottom of the ditch foreslope.  



 

Highway Photograph 7 – Area of Suspected Soot Deposits on Ditch Backslope 

Photograph seven shows a closeup view of the triangular depression with unburned vegetation on ditch backslope, highlighted with a dashed yellow triangle.  Also visible in the photograph is a vertical streak of black granulated soot particles located immediately to the right of the triangular 

depression, highlighted with a dashed green rectangle.  One end of the streak of soot particles was located several inches below the bottom of the triangular depression, and the other end of the streak of soot particles extended to a location even with or slightly above the top of the triangular 

depression.  


	Oakland, IA - Photographs Cover Page
	Photographs

