
BN SF Cassel ton Tra in Dera i lmen t

Command Post Timel i n e

Date:    December 30, 2013 

Time of Ca l l :  1413 hou rs (Received by RRRDC)

Scr i be:    Depu ty Joe Crawford

1 550- H P 285 @ comm an d post for H i ghway P a tro l

1 557 -3 51 5 T.  B r i ggem an sta yi n g a t Comman d post a ss i gn i n g ta sks

1 557 - 3509 on scen e

1 608- Work i n g on con ti n gen cy to re -rou te tra ffi c .

1 609- H P 349 on I n te r sta te

1 61 0- 3500 P au l  La n ey a ss i gn ed comm an d post

1 61 1 - Ca l l ed b a ck an oth e r M SQ 1 0m ph

1 61 4-E ve ryon e n eed s to be a t l ea st ¾ m i l e away from dera i l m en t s i te per Sh er i ff La n ey.

1 61 4- Con tacted 351 5 to l et a l l  troope r s/dep u ti e s kn ow.

1 61 5 - 3537 J .  Crawford a ss i gn ed to comm an d post a t scr i b e took over for Sgt.  D ean H aa l a n d

1 620- TOC acti va ted per 3500, 3502 -Ju d y To l l e fson m an n i n g TOC

1 624- 4 depu ti e s i n  sta gi n g a l l  oth e rs i n  fi e l d work i n g per i m ete r an d scen e sa fety.

1 62 5 - 351 6 G .  Sm i th  on scen e , 351 9 C.  F i x on scen e wi th  keys to Casse l ton  Sch oo l .

1 62 5 - R J Corm an dera i l m en t servi ces on scen e , wi th an oth e r dera i l m en t c l ea n -u p crew en -rou te .

1 62 5 -3 539 T.  M or r i s P I O do i n g med i a re l ea se

1 630- 351 5 fi n d i n g m ap s of Ca sse l ton

1 632 - 3500 dec i d ed to open u p Ca sse l ton Sch oo l  a s ou r comm an d post, m ed i a , VI P , etc .

1 63 3 - Ca sse l ton fi re fi gh te rs to meet a t fi re h a l l  wi th 5 depu ti e s to begi n  vo l u n teer evacu a ti on of


Casse l ton res i d en ces sou th of smoke p l um e .  Dep u ti e s wen t door to door .



1 635 - EM S noti fi ed R ed Cross to respon d i n  ca se sh e l te r i s n eeded .

1 635 - M ed i a re l ea se sen t ou r per .  3539 .

1 639- VI P b r i e fi n g, sta gi n g a rea set u p i n  Cen tra l  Ca ss u p an d ru n n i n g.

1 640- Al l  p a r ti e s moved i n to th e Cen tra l  Ca ss Sch oo l  an d cu r ren tl y be i n g setu p .

1 643 - Comm an d post moved i n s i d e Ca sse l ton  sch oo l , 5 dep u ti e s an d 5 fi re fi gh te rs on scen e be i n g


b r i e fed an d wi l l  be go i n g door to door sou th of th e dera i l m en t.

1 648- EM S setti n g u p rad i o comm u n i ca ti on s i n  Ca sse l ton Sch oo l .

1 650- M ed i a i s sta gi n g sou th gym per 3539 ON LY! ! !

1 652 - 3500 u pd a tes fi re ch i e f abou t an y ru ra l  eva cu a ti on s/p ets tem pora ry sta gi n g a rea i s a t Cen tra l


Ca ss .

1 653 - Door 6 i s on l y door open to th e sch oo l  an d wi l l  b e u sed a s th e on l y a ccess po i n t d u r i n g th i s


i n c i d en t.   P l ea se ch eck i n  an d ou t for a ccou n ta b i l i ty wi th  door secu r i ty dep u ty.

1 654- 3500 wan ts n am es of fam i l i es effected /eva cu a ti n g wh ere th ey a re go i n g, con ta ct i n fo etc .

1 700- Vo l u n ta ry eva cu a ti on s of Casse l ton gi ven for imm ed i a te a rea su r rou n d i n g dera i l m en t s i te .

1 700- 3539 acti va ted code red for Weste rn an d Sou th e rn  por ti on of Ca sse l ton .   Depu ti e s an d


F i re fi gh te r s dep l oyed on foot to comm u n i ca te th i s vo l u n ta ry eva cu a ti on n oti ce to res i d en ce .

1 703 - Vo l u n ta ry eva cu a ti on a rea esta b l i sh ed BN SF ra i l roa d tra cks sou th to th e go l f cou r se/ 6
th
 Ave to th e


West s i d e of Ca sse l ton .

1 71 0- Weath e r u pd a te -7 N NW wi n d s 1 2 M PH 71% h um i d i ty an d -1 2 dew po i n t.

1 71 0- Red Cross on scen e setti n g u p .

1 71 1 - U pd a te from BN SF 1 2 h rs .  estim a ted ti m e for th e o i l  to bu rn  ou t of th e tan k ca rs per Ken P awl u k


re l a yed i n fo .

1 71 4- P er E d from Red Cross th e Spec i a l  n eed s an d a l l  l on g term sh e l te r wi l l  b e D i scove ry M i d d l e Sch oo l .

1 71 9- Dou g M u rp h y F a rgo Ca ss P u b l i c H ea l th  en -rou te per R i ck Cameron

1 720-Sn omob i l e s h ere an d ready to dep l oy Opera tors :   Depu ty Bob Simm on s an d Depu ty M att O l d h am

1 72 1 - U pd a te reu n i fi ca ti on for k i d s wi l l  be h ere a t Cen tra l  Ca ss a s a tem p sh e l te r .    Perm an en t sh e l te r i s


at D i scovery m i d d l e sch oo l  1 71 7 4
th
 Ave S F a rgo

1 722 - TOC i n fo wi l l  go th rou gh 351 5 ph on e n um ber -p u b l i c n um ber



1 726- Popu l a ti on  of Ca sse l ton 2432 estim a ted u s i n g goggl e

1 727 - E stim a ted th a t 1 0 o i l  ca r s i n vo l ved , 2 l ocomoti ves , a n d severa l  gra i n  ca r s i n vo l ved i n  th e


dera i l m en t.

1 728- M ayor E d M cCon n e l l  on scen e

1 730- U pd a te gi ven by F a rgo H a zm a t to 3500 Cou n ty comm i ss i on  ch a i r , E d M cCon n e l l , BN , an d oth e rs .

1 739-G ress a r r i ved wi th  S. O .  ( TOC) ra d i os from th e West sta ti on .

1 745 -3 508 Dewey i n ch a rge of sh ort te rm sh e l te r reu n i fi ca ti on .   H e i s to docum en t n am es , ad d resses ,


etc .

1 750- NWS m app i n g p ro jected wi n d foreca st wi th  o i l /sm oke over l a y.

1 757 - Dep u ty Joe G ress 3548 en -rou te to West F a rgo to get th e comm u n i ca ti on s tra i l e r from West F a rgo


PD

1 759- 3539 spoke to med i a on scen e d i scu ssed poss i b l e p ress con fe ren ce a t 1 930.   B ra n d y P i l e from


Casse l ton h ere for F a cebook med i a .

1 800- 2
n d
 eva cu a ti on  everyth i n g sou th of RR tra cks d i scu ssed n eeded to n oti fy H P ’ s dep u ti e s , code red


etc .   Th i s i s beca u se of a h i gh p ressu re system ch an gi n g wi n d d i recti on .   Eva cu a ti on  en cou ra ged to be


don e by 8: 45 -9 : 00pm du e to poss i b l e wi n d sh i fts a rou n d 9 : 00-1 0: 00pm .

1 81 4- H i ghway 1 8 Sou th of Ca sse l ton to i n c l u d e th e ea st s i d e of E verest Town sh i p an d a l l  of D u rb i n


town sh i p s u n de r vo l u n tee r evacu a ti on s .

1 81 9-BN SF , 3500, F a rgo h a zm a t, Ca sse l ton fi re , d i scu ssed pa r ti cu l a tes i n  th e cru de an d oth er ch em i ca l s


th a t cou l d be a h a za rd i f exposed .

1 820- 3500 sa i d best th i n g i s to do i s to en cou ra ge a l l  of Ca sse l ton to eva cu a te du e to poss i b l e h ea l th


con ce rn s , ch a n gi n g wi n d d i recti on s , etc .

1 82 3 - Al l  sta tu s ch ecks don e on a l l  d ep u ti e s… . Cod e 4 351 0 advi sed

1 826- Al l  Ca sse l ton wa te r towers , tru cks a re fi l l ed , an d th e u n dergrou n d bu bb l e i s cu r ren tl y be i n g fi l l ed .


Ca sse l ton a l so h a s a d ry h yd ra n t i f n eed ed th ey can u se a s we l l .

1 826- Ca ss ru ra l  wa te r a l so n oti fi ed of i n c i d en t

1 828- Spec i a l  h a zm a t team from Da l l a s For t Worth , an d M i n ot en -rou te to scen e .   ETA i s 21 00 h rs .

1 830-Ass i sta n t Ch i e f M i ke Reti a n  an d Depu ty G ress a rr i ved wi th  West F a rgo comm u n i ca ti on


tra i l e r/ra d i os an d i n ten n a .



1 833 - M i tch B u r r i s an d a Ca sse l ton fi re fi gh te r wen t to days i n n /h ote l  i n  Ca sse l ton  to l et th em kn ow


wh a t’ s go i n g on an d to poss i b l y save room s for crews th a t wi l l  be a r r i vi n g i n  th e com i n g h ou r s/d ays .

1 83 3 - Ca ss Cou n ty h ea l th  dep t. h e re an d wan ted to pass on th a t Stacy E b re l  th e i r P I O from B i sm a rck 

 wan ted to l e t u s kn ow sh e ca n h e l p i f n eed ed .

1 837 - Ta l ked to ru ra l  wa te r su p p l i e s from ru ra l  fi re dep a r tm en ts to see h ow m an y ten de r s th ey ca n get


to stage i n  Ca sse l ton to h e l p wh en BN SF h a zm at a r r i ves .  BN SF h a zm at th i n ks th ey wi l l  n eed 40,000


ga l l on s of water to m i x wi th  th e i r ch em i ca l s to h e l p pu t ou t th e fi re .

1 838- E r i c Swen son -3 526 i s ch a n gi n g door secu r i ty at th e sch oo l  wi th  Ke i th  An derson 3561 .

1 843 - Sh e r i ff La n ey acti va tes E RT team s A an d B to repor t to Ca sse l ton Sch oo l  for a ss i gnm en ts .

1 843 - Ca sse l wood reti rem en t h om e m an ager en -rou te to meet Sh e r i ff D ep u ty wa i ti n g to sta n d by.

1 845 -3 500 Gave code red ord e r to acti va te A an d B sta ff, 3539 con ta cted d i sp a tch to sen d code red


message .

1 848- E th a n o l  p l a n t person n e l  on scen e wan ted to spea k to 3500 Sh er i ff La n ey.

1 851 - Ta ra M orr i s3539 do i n g p ress re l ea se abou t evacu a ti n g a l l  of Ca sse l ton by 21 00 h rs .   On ce aga i n  re -

u n i fi ca ti on  i s a t Ca sse l ton Sch oo l , D i scove ry m i d d l e sch oo l  i s l on g term .   Th i s evacu a ti on  i s du e to th e


poss i b l e wi n d sh i ft com i n g l a te r ton i gh t.

1 856- D r .  B a i rd , a n d Ru th Ba chm e i e r from F a rgo Ca ss P u b l i c H ea l th  en -rou te to Ca sse l ton to a ss i st.

1 859- N o ch a n ges from th e NWS on weath e r/wi n d .

1 900- Sh e r i ff’ s offi ce cou r tesy ca l l ed F a rgo PD to l e t th em kn ow abou t l on g te rm h ou s i n g wi l l  be a t


D i scove ry m i d d l e sch oo l  i n  F a rgo a sked i f a pa tro l m en cou l d stop i n  from tim e to tim e .

1 91 0- Code Red gi ven for ERT team s A an d B to respon d to Casse l ton for tra i n dera i l m en t.

1 91 1 - Vo l u n ta ry eva cu a ti on s gi ven for a l l  of Ca sse l ton d u e to wi n d sh i fti n g to th e West an d a h i gh


p ressu re system th a t wi l l  force th e smoke an d ch em i ca l s to th e grou n d .

1 91 1 - M i tch retu rn ed from h ote l  awa i ti n g ord ers .   Sh er i ff’ s Offi ce m em bers n oti fi ed Cl u b 94, Gordy’ s ,


Days i n n .   Con ta ct was a l so m ade to Lowe l l  Gu n de rson , Aa ron Co l e an d La cey R ade rm a ch e r ( 1 850) -p e r


M i tch

1 91 2 - P ress con fe ren ce pu sh ed ba ck to 2030 du e to D r .  B a i rd wan ts to be h ere to stress h ea th con ce rn s .

1 92 1 - I  ca l l ed i n to TOC spoke wi th  Dave Rogn ess abou t dec l a r i n g an emergen cy dec l a r a ti on .   D ave


re l a yed th a t th e eva cu a ti on ord e r n eed s to be gi ven by comm i ss i on  ch a i r wh i ch  n eed s to verb a l l y


dec l a re i t.   I n fo pa ssed on to 3500/3539 .

1 92 1 - 3539 i n  ta l k i n g wi th  l oca l  m ed i a .



1 928- P a r ti a l  code red text m essage sen t ou t.   B ra n dy P i l e sh owed th i s to SGT M orr i s .

1 93 3 - E d M cCon n e l l  a n d 3500 d i scu ssed emergen cy dec l a r a ti on .

1 93 3 - Jam i e a con ce rn ed Ca sse l ton  c i t i zen ca l l ed abou t h er gra n d p a ren ts a t 601 La n ge r Ave i n  Ca sse l ton .


Sh e h a s n ot spoken wi th th em bu t wou l d l i ke depu ti e s to do a we l fa re ch eck on th em .  I n fo pa ssed on to


Sgt.  H a l l a n d .

1 945 - Joh n Co l l i n s M N ta l k ra d i o ca l l ed for an u pd a te on eva cu a ti on s an d h a s qu esti on s for Ta ra .

1 950- 351 3 re l ayed th a t 25 res i d en ce i n  Ca sse l wood a l l  evacu a ti n g a t th i s tim e .

2 000- ABC n ews ca l l ed an d h ad qu esti on s for P I O .

2 000- E RT team s A an d B ar r i vi n g 1 0 depu ti es p resen t.

2 025 - Stepp ed ou t to fi n d 3539 a power cord an d ch a rgi n g u n i t for h er l a p top .

2 027 - Fede ra l  ra i l  offi ce r on scen e

2028- M ost E RT team s A an d B p resen t b r i e fed by Sh e r i ff La n ey, M i tch , H a l l a n d .

2 029- U pd a ted i n fo from sta te h ea l th  dep t.  com i n g to Ta ra ’ s em a i l .

2 045 - Sh er i ff La n ey an d Cap t.  B u r r i s i n to deb r i e f E RT team s A an d B .  

2056- BN SF H a zm a t team s a r r i ved wi l l  be eva l u a ti n g th e s i tu a ti on  sh or tl y.

2 057 - 3500, D r .  B a i rd , h a zm a t team s h ad a m eeti n g.

2 057 - 3539 i n form ed me th a t Ken P awl u k dec l a red an emergen cy dec l a ra ti on  du r i n g m ed i a re l ea se i n fo


pa ssed on an d docum en ted .

2 1 02 - E RT A an d B team s re l ea sed to pa tro l  d u ti e s i n  Ca sse l ton .

2 1 06- 351 9 wen t to d i sa rm sch oo l s a l a rm system .

2 1 30- Ai r fi l tr a ti on  m asks a re be i n g de l i ve red by FM am bu l a n ce .

2 1 44- Depu ty G ress advi sed Red Cross h ere wi th  Cots , Th ey wi l l  b e p l a ced back i n th e l i b ra ry for th ose


who wh a t to get som e rest-p e r 351 9 .

2 1 55 - BN SF a i r mon i to r i n g team s a r r i vi n g sh ortl y, BN SF i s a l so eva l u a ti n g dera i l m en t a rea .

2 208- Comm an d meeti n g m i n u tes :

  Good resu l t on eva cu a ti on of Ca sse l ton res i d en ce , med i a i n fo , an d peop l e l i s ten i n g to th e ord e r s .

Ca sse l ton fi re - 8 gu ys from fi re dep t. , BN SF , an d F a rgo h a zm a t eva l u a ti n g scen e , sti l l  m an y ca rs bu rn i n g.



F a rgo Ca ss P u b l i c H ea l th - work i n g on a ssess i n g vu l n e rab l e ad u l ts/wh ee l  ch a i r

Ca ss l ewood eva cu a ted Ca ss h ou s i n g i s cu r ren tl y be i n g ch ecked on for a ss i s ta n ce .

Ap p rox.  35 dep u ti e s a re i n  th e Ca sse l ton a rea

BN SF i s sen d i n g ou t a i r qu a l i ty offi ce r s to test a i r q u a l i ty/p a rti cu l a tes a rou n d Ca sse l ton .

60 m i n u tes from n ow BN SF wi l l  h ave an u pd a te

N TSB i s sen d i n g an i n vesti ga ti on  team from Wash i n gton D . C .  sh ou l d be a r r i vi n g before n oon tom or row.

N -95 m asks a re h ere an d be i n g d i str i b u ted to depu ti es .

M eeti n g ad jou rn ed .

 

2220- WB I  en ergy ca l l ed i n to th e TOC wh i ch was forwa rd ed on to 351 5 to l e t u s kn ow th a t th e i r p i p e l i n e


th a t ru n s th rou gh Ca sse l ton  app rox. (  1 . 5 m i l es west an d . 5 m i l e s n or th )  wa s sh u t down du e to


dera i l m en t.

2 23 3 - Trevor B je rke from Ca sse l ton Vet wan ts a ph on e ca l l  i f wi n d s p i ck u p an d wou l d be a ffecti n g

a n i m a l s a t th e vet.   

2235 - BN SF h a zm a t crews from D a l l a s a r r i ved .

2 248- 65% of Ca sse l ton evacu a ted… estim a ted Per Sh er i ff La n ey.

2 305 -Severa l  ca l l s h ave com e i n abou t d r i ve r s h avi n g trou b l e on sta te h i ghway 1 8 du e to a sh i ft i n  th e


wi n d s .   Dep u ti e s/troope rs h ave been d i sp a tch ed to eva l u a te th e smoke an d vi s i b i l i ty.

December 31 , 2013

M i d n i gh t comm an d m eeti n g 1 2 -3 1 -1 3

65% of Ca sse l ton h a s l e ft town an d h a s fo l l owed ord er s very we l l .

Sta te dep a rtm en t’ s b a cks u s 1 00%

4-5 EVAC ‘s h ave been don e , som e i f th ese fam i l i e s sta yed wi th fam i l y/fr i en d s oth e rs were ta ken to


D i scovery m i d d l e sch oo l .

1 9 c i ti zen s from Ca sse l ton  a re a t D i scovery, an d 2 pets .

Ca sse l wood reti rem en t h om e evacu a ted

Cou n ty E n gi n ee r :



6-1 0 tru ck l oa d s of sa n d de l i ve red , d r i ve rs h ave been sen t h om e an d a re on ca l l  i f n eed ed .

Ca sse l ton fi re :  sta n d by n o u pd a te

EM S- P u b l i c h ou s i n g h a s been ch ecked on some res i d en ce a re stayi n g pu t wh i l e oth e r h ave eva cu a ted .

Troope rs -Sta n d by n o u pd a te

Ci ty of Ca sse l ton -Sta n d by n o u pd a te

F rom th e ea r l i e r meeti n g wi th  th e 8 th a t wen t an d su rveyed th e dera i l m en t s i te repor ted th e fo l l owi n g:

1 5 -2 0 ta n k ca rs a re bu rn i n g cru d e o i l

1 5 gra i n  ca r s h ave ti p p ed over an d a re on th e i r s i d e

2 l ocomoti ves a re a tota l  l oss/b u rn ed

Th e ta n k ca rs th a t a re fu l l  a re n ot p ressu r i zed a t th i s tim e .   Th e best ca se i s to l et th e tan k ca r s b u rn  an d


th en re -a ssess at fi r st l i gh t.

I n  th e m ean tim e dem o l i t i on  of th e gra i n  ca r s wi l l  begi n .   Th e ca rs an d th e i r con ten ts wi l l  be pu sh ed by


bu l l d oze r s to th e n orth .   On ce th e tan k ca rs a re sa fe to h an d l e m i gh t be sometim e m i d -a fte rn oon th ey


wi l l  be a l so pu sh ed to th e n or th  so a l l  deb r i s i s con ta i n ed .   

Dyl a n  an d h i s team wi l l  be work i n g ton i gh t on th e gra i n  ca r s .   Con ta ct i n fo wi l l  be pa ssed on .

CTE H  (Cen ter for Toxi col ogy & Envi ronmen tal Heal th ) team h a s been dep l oyed an d wi l l  be on th e


grou n d sh or tl y.   Dep a r ted from L i ttl e Rock , AR

M eeti n g ad jou rn ed

0030- Sh e r i ff La n ey m et wi th comm an d sta ff on sca l e ba cks for ton i gh t, a s we l l  a s gea r i n g u p for


tom orrow.

01 00-Severa l  m em bers of I AT, an d a l l  E RT team mem bers A an d B sen t h om e .  Th e I AT depu ti e s were


gi ven spec i fi c tim es to repor t ba ck .   3539 sen t h ome to be back a t 0600.   351 9 was sen t h om e to be back


at 0800.

0200- CTE H  a r r i ved b r i e fed an d escor ted by dep u ti e s a rou n d th e Ca sse l ton .

0220- Demo l i t i on  an d remova l  of gra i n  ca r s i s go i n g on .   Low gl ow from o i l  sti l l  l eft b u rn i n g.   

0250- M i n n eapo l i s sta r tr i b u n e ca l l ed for an u pd a te on th e i n c i d en t.   We ta l ked abou t a i r q u a l i ty,


eva cu a ti on s , an d th e weath e r con d i ti on s .

0300- Comm an d meeti n g l ed by CTE H  sta ff Al a n  N ye .

S . O .  Wa i t an d p rep a re



Low l ever of orga n i c com pou n d s wh i ch cou l d a l so be a fa l se read i n g were noted

N o su l fu r s or ca rbon monoxi d e detected 

N o ga s su b stra tes h ave been detected however some pa r ti cu l a te s h ave been detected to a l eve l  to ju st


rem a i n  i n doors .   

Cen tra l  a i r h ea ti n g system s wi l l  fi l te r some of th e pa r ti c l e s wh i ch  wi l l  h e l p .   

Go i n g between you r ca r an d a bu s i n e ss , or a sh or t tim e ou ts i d e i s OK , bu t on ce aga i n  on l y go ou t i f you


h ave to .

U p d a tes for tom or rows foreca st wh i ch  wi l l  be u pd a ted a t 0700 m eeti n g.

Tem p s, wi n d , an d fi re on s i te wi l l  determ i n e po l l u ta n ts .   Removi n g ca rs from th e wreckage wi l l  h e l p i n


d i sp e r s i n g th e pa r ti c l e s .

CTE H  wi l l  be l ook i n g for good r i gh t of way to h an g ca n i s te r s th a t wi l l  mon i tor th e a i r for 24 h rs .

Look for an eva l u a ti on to be don e an d ba sed u pon th e 1 200 a i r qu a l i ty repor t to open u p a Ca sse l ton to


a l l  c i t i zen s , b u t 3500 won ’ t m ake th e dec i s i on u n ti l  c l ose r to n oon .   H e wan ts to h ea r wh a t CTE H h a s to


advi se fi r st.  

Ta ra wi l l  be advi sed to do a m ed i a re l ea se at 0600 to i n form res i d en ces an d bu s i n esses to stay pu t u n ti l


n oon .   

As l on g a s you don ’ t h ave an y l u n g or b rea th i n g i ssu es you sh ou l d be OK to go wi th ou t an N -95 m ask .

Th e very o l d , an d th e very you n g sh ou l d stay i n s i d e .

Al a n  C.  N ye P H . D from CTEH  sta ff p ra i sed th e Sh er i ff’ s Offi ce  an d dep u ti e s for th e i r p rep a ra ti on  an d


profess i on a l i sm du r i n g th i s i n c i d en t.   Al a n  i s th e i r sen i o r toxi co l ogi s t.  

0335 - Don H an ey from KFGO ca l l ed l ook i n g for a m ed i a u pd a te .   Al l  i s qu i e t.

0345 -Joh n Tr i e rwe i l e r from KVLY TV 1 1 wi l l  b e h ere to do a r i d e a l on g wi th Cp l .  Ton y K rogh a t app rox.


0430-0500h rs .

0430-Joh n Tr i e rwe i l e r a r r i ved for a r i d e a l on g.

0440- N aom i from th e twi n c i ti e s med i a ca l l ed for an u pd a te on percen ta ge of Ca sse l ton got eva cu a ted ,


was an en gi n ee r h u r t, a n d wea th e r con d i ti on s .

0440- Jen eva An derson  from N orth  D akota Em ergen cy M an agemen t ca l l ed l ook i n g for an


u pda te on a i r qu a l i ty i n th e Ca sse l ton  a rea .  Wan ted to kn ow i f th e p ress re l ea se ca n be stream ed ?


Jen eva wou l d a l so l i ke a ph on e ca l l  a fter th e 0700 m eeti n g.   I n fo pa ssed on to 3539 .

0500-Sh e r i ff La n ey ph on e i n te rvi ew wi th CN N



0530- M ayor E d M cCon n e l l  a r r i ved .

0545 - Ke i th  B u rn d t a r r i ved for th e day.   

0550-BN SF po l i ce su p e rvi sor from th e M i n n eapo l i s/St.  P a u l  a rea a r r i ved .

0555 -a Ca sse l ton res i d en t ca l l ed an d wan ted to kn ow i f i t wa s sa fe to retu rn .   I  advi sed h er to watch th e


0900 med i a b r i e fi n g th a t wi l l  be te l evi sed an d m ake h er dec i s i on  off of th a t.   Sh e sa i d th a t h er an d h er


h u sb an d a re cu r ren tl y i n  F a rgo an d wi l l  wa tch th e med i a for u pd a tes .

0600-B l a ke N i ch o l son ca l l ed from th e B i sm a rck p ress ca l l ed i n q u i r i n g abou t an u pd a te .

0600-Sgt M orr i s a r r i ved

061 0- Sh er i ff La n ey spoke to CN N aga i n  on con d i ti on s , weath e r , a i r c l a r i ty etc .

061 5 - Tim M cLea n F i re Ch i e f from Ca sse l ton a rr i ved .

061 5 -Severa l  m em bers of Fa rgo F i re a r r i ved .

0630-Oth e r comm an d sta ff person n e l  bega n a r r i vi n g for th e 0700 comm an d meeti n g, oth e r l oca l  m ed i a


KVLY/KFGO a r r i ved .

0635 -N DH P a r r i ved .

0700 - Comm an d meeti n g n otes :

3500- Qu i e t from th e S. O .  s i d e , text book eva cu a ti on , good coopera ti on , a l l  i n te rvi ews a re pos i t i ve scen e


sa fety i s key for th e sa fe ty opera ti on /demo l i t i on .

Troope rs - N oth i n g a t th i s po i n t wa i ti n g to dep l oy i f n eeded .

Wi n d -Good n ews l i gh t wi n d s sh i fti n g away from Ca sse l ton l a te r th i s a fte rn oon h e l p i n g re l i e f efforts .

Ca sse l ton F i re - Wa i ti n g on CTE H  to a gi ve u pd a te .

F a rgo Ca ss pu b l i c h ea l th  wi l l  be h ere sh ortl y to a ss i s t wi th  P I O effor ts .   H o l l y Scott an d Robyn Lytke wi l l


be h ere .

Cou n ty Adm i n -N oth i n g n ew

Bord e r P a tro l  ca l l ed to offer an y h e l p , th ey offe red to b r i n g i n  an u nm an n ed a i r cra ft i f n eeded .

B N SF 8-9 gra i n  ca r s h ave been moved north of th e tra cks .   6-7 l e ft to go .

8am th ey wi l l  b egi n  movi n g th e ta n k ca rs 2 -3 a re sti l l  on fi re so FYI  th e fi re/smoke wi l l  i n crea se wi th  th e


i n trod u cti on  of more a i r i n to th e ta n k ca rs .



CTE H - Spen t th e n i gh t d r i vi n g th rou gh th e comm u n i ty, work i n g th e a rea an d fou n d very l i tt l e


pa r ti cu l a te s i n th e a i r .

Th e re wa s a h i gh e r p resen ce of pa r ti cu l a te m a tte r ea r l i e r ton i gh t th ose h ave gon e down .

N o m a jor/h a za rd ch em i ca l s were fou n d i n  th e a i r du r i n g testi n g.

B y 6pm ton i gh t ( 1 2 -31 -1 3 ) BN SF fi gu re s th ey wi l l  h ave a l l  tra i n  ca rs m oved

N TSB wi l l  be h ere th i s m orn i n g to sta r t th e i r i n vesti ga ti on .

D i scu ssed th e 0900 p ress con fe ren ce

Ca sse l ton bu s i n e ss wi l l  b e cl osed u n ti l  n oon .   E d M cCon n e l l  sen t a n oti ce ou t to a l l  stores/b u s i n esses to


stay c l osed u n ti l  n oon .

M eeti n g ad jou rn ed .

0730 Sh i ft ch a n ge for th e Sh er i ff’ s offi ce .   Depu ti e s begi n n i n g to a r r i ve for b r i e fi n g an d sh i ft ch a n ge .

0800-3 51 9 took over a s th e scr i b e for 3537 .

SCRI BE TRANSFERRED TO:  DEPUTY CHRI S F I X

0800- CCSO M orn i n g b r i e fi n g.  CCSO n i gh t sta ff d i sm i ssed .  Post a ss i gnm en ts for day sh i ft gi ven

081 5 - Sh er i ff La n ey an d Cap ta i n  B u r r i s met wi th  K i p Wi l l s from U SDOT rega rd i n g H a zM a t Sa fety 

0825 - Sh e r i ff La n ey an d Cap ta i n  B u r r i s met wi th Cou n ty Comm i ss i on er , Ken P awl u k rega rd i n g


Em ergen cy Respon se on th i s i n c i d en t.  

0900- P ress con fe ren ce i n  con fe ren ce room a t Cen tra l  Ca ss H S con d u cted by Sh er i ff La n ey an d Sgt


M orr i s .

Am y ( BN SF ) an n ou n ced c l a im s i n form a ti on .  A Cl a im s Cen te r wi l l  b e open ed a t th e D ays I n n i n  Ca sse l ton


on Th u r sd ay, Ja n  2 from 8a – 5p .  

D r .  Al a n N ye from Cen te r for Toxi co l ogy an d E n vi ronm en ta l  H ea l th  descr i b ed th e a i r con d i ti on s a s bette r


th a n h e expected .  Ai r read i n gs testi n g I n  th e good ra n ge .

Al so spoke :  Tim M cl ea n ( Ca sse l ton F i re Ch i e f) , E d M cCon n e l l  ( Ca sse l ton M ayor ) , Ken P awl u k ( Ca ss


Cou n ty Comm i ss i on Ch a i r )  an d D r B a i rd ( F a rgo Cass P u b l i c H ea l th )

Ch a i rm an P awl u k an n ou n ced th e YM CA wou l d be ava i l a b l e for eva cu ees to sh ower i f n eeded .

1 050- 3525 an d 351 9 spoke wi th D ave Rogn ess on dem ob i l i za ti on rega rd i n g Cen tra l  Ca ss Sch oo l .



1 1 00- Agen cy h ead m eeti n g i n  Cen tra l  Cass Sch oo l  offi ce a rea .

Agen c i e s rep resen ted :  

CCSO

CCH D – Ja son Ben son

Ca sse l ton F i re

C i ty of Ca sse l ton M ayor - M cCon n e l l

N D H P

R ed Cross

FM  Ambu l a n ce

Ca ss Cou n ty Comm i ss i on – Ch a i rm an P awl u k

F a rgo F i re Dep a rtm en t

F a rgo Ca ss P u b l i c H ea l th

N D Depa r tm en t of P u b l i c H ea l th

1 220- BN SF m et wi th  Sh e r i ff La n ey rega rd i n g N TSB ’ s req u est for aer i a l  p h otos of th e scen e before c l ea n -

u p of th e cra sh  s i te .  

1 230- Sh e r i ff La n ey rece i ves a ca l l  from N D EOC an d Govern or ’ s Offi ce .

1 300- Agen cy h ead m eeti n g.  D i scu ss i on s on h ow to p roceed forwa rd .

Sh e r i ff La n ey repor ted CBP was en -rou te from G ran d Forks to ta ke aer i a l  p h otos of scen e .  CB P wou l d


th en l a n d a t th e Ca sse l ton Ai rp or t to d rop off th e ph otos to Depu ty Van Den E i n d e to d e l i ve r to N TSB .

1 330- Sh er i ff La n ey p rovi d ed m ed i a i n te rvi ew wi th  KSTP Ch 5 ou t of M i n n eapo l i s -St.  P a u l .

1 400- Agen cy h ead m eeti n g to d i scu ss l i ft i n g th e vo l u n ta ry eva cu a ti on ord er i n  Ca sse l ton .  

Th ose p resen t:

Sh e r i ff La n ey, Ken P awl u k , Ch i e f M cl ea n , M cCon n e l l , D r .  N ye, Ke i th  Bern d t an d D r .  B a i rd .

1 41 0- Dec i s i on m ade to l i ft eva cu a ti on  ord e r i n Ca sse l ton , effecti ve 1 500 h ou rs on 1 2/31 /1 3 .

1 435 - N ews Re l ea se sen t to l i s t eva cu a ti on ord e r

1 436- Govern or D a l rym p l e , Sen a tor H oeven an d con ti n gen ts a r r i ved a t Cen tra l  Ca ss H S.



1 445 - D i gn i ta r i e s ( Govern or D a l rym p l e , Sen a tor H oeven an d con ti n gen ts )  m et wi th BN SF an d N TSB i n


th e l i b ra ry a t Cen tra l  Cass H S.

1 520- D i gn i ta r i e s ( Govern or D a l rym p l e , Sen a tor H oeven an d con ti n gen ts )  m et wi th rem a i n i n g agen cy


rep resen ta ti ve s .  Some of th ose p resen t:  Ca ss Cou n ty SO, Ci ty Comm i ss i on , Cou n ty M an age r , Ca ss


Cou n ty EM , N DH P , F a rgo Ca ss P u b l i c H ea th e r , N D Dept of H ea l th , Ci ty of Ca sse l ton , Ca sse l ton F i re , an d


oth e rs .  

1 700- Ca ss Cou n ty Ta cti ca l  Opera ti on s Cl osed .  

1 730- Comm an d Post c l osed .

 






