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S c o tt,

Here a re  Che statements from the fo lk s on the State F e rry  Columbia. I


will

transcribe and sen d  the o ch er tw o statements th a t I have as soon as I


'4 e : 


them d o n e .

David Frederick

J~ rie a u  Flight sta n d a rd s D is tric t Office A L -05

_ _ ~ _ _Forwarded by U a-id  U Frederi~ck/AAL/E'AF on 01/31/2006 01 :2 i PI4
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AM

M/V Columbia S tatem en ts
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Mr. Frederick,

Please find the attachment containing all of the statements from the

Bridge of the M/V Columbia 01-25-06.


Pisase do not hesitate to call if other assistance is needed.

:See attached file: IMAGE (115).PDF!

V IR  Richard

2


.............. ------------------------
Mr. Ft'ederick, 
Please find the attachment containing all of the statements from the 
Bridge of the M/V Columbia 01-25-06. 
Please do not hesitate to call if other assistance is needed. 

VIR Richard 
,:sec-: attached file: IMAGE: (115) .PDFl 
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D EPA R TM EN T O F TR A N SPO R TA TIO N  &  PU B LIC  FA C ILITIES


A laska M arine H ighw ay System 


TO : D A TE: Januav 28,2006

FILE #


PH O N E #


FR O M : M ax O w en SU B JEC T: Je t crash  in  K etch ik an  A laska

M y nam e is  M a  O w en. I~ !~ am  an  AB aboard th e A laska S ta te  F erry  M IV C ol.um bia.


O n W ednsday Jan. 25, 2006 w e w ere southbound in  T ongass N arrow s h ead in g  fo r th e

K etchikan term in al. I w as a t th e  helm  steerin g  a t ab o u t 12:30 P.M . and looked

up from  th e re p e a te r and saw  th is  b ig  sp lash  in  th e w ater ab o u t 314 to  one m ile ahead.

I thought it w as a w hale b reach in g . I n ev er d id  see th e w hale o r an y th in g  e lse  th a t

co u ld  have caused th e  sp lash .

We co n tin u ed  on dow n th e ch an n el and w e had alread y  p assed  th e  area w here w e


saw th e sp lash  w hen w e receiv ed  a rad io  c a ll from  th e  C oast G aurd te llin g  u s of

a p o ssib le dow ned a irc ra ft in  th e T ongass N arrow s ju st n o rth  o f w here w e w ere. T he

C apta.in took th e  con and w e tu rn ed  th e sh ip  around to  see if rue co u ld  h elp  in th e

search . A fter th a t th ere w ere se v e ra l b o ats resp o n d in g , a s w e ll a s flo atp lan es

and h elico p ters. L o ts of rad io  c h a tte r from ev ery o n e. A s a sa id  a ll I saw  w as

a larg e sp lash . ,- n  ,F ,


Form  D esigned by C om puter Services G roup ~ 2/4/94 - M EM O .D O T




1/29/06


M N C olum bia 

W ritten Statem entC oncerning Plane Crash in Tongass Narrows,


1/25/06

O n 1/25/06 I w as standing w atch as Pilot on the bridge of the M  N  C olum bia. At


1247 the vessel passed C hannel Islandin Tongass narrow s and cam e to a


course of 135. O ur speed w as about 8.5 kts. The w eather w as light w inds and


snow . Visibility w as ‘A to % ‘m ile. W hen the shipw as about half w ay betw een


C hannel Islandand Peninsula Point I noticed a splash and spray in the w ater


about 11 degrees to port. At that m om ent I w as looking ahead and about 15

degrees to starboard. W e had heard a float planefly overhead about 5 m inutes


earlier, so w ith the badvisibility I rem em ber thinkhg about the possibility of a


piane crash. I looked at the spot w ith binoculars but I didn’t see anything but


w ater and foam . There w as no sign of debris or oil. I then concludedthat the


splash m ust have been a w hale. There w ere several other people on the bridge


but only the C aptain and the H elm sm an, M ax O w en, noticedthe splash along


w ith m yself. The location of the splashw as alongthe shore halfw ay betw een


PeninsulaPt and the R ed #IO  buoy. At that m om ent the only other craft on the


w ater was a Prom ecfloatplanejust leavingfrom  Peninsula Pt. The only aircraft


noisethat we heard w as the earlier float plane. I didn’t’ hear any jet noise or see


any other aircraft.


The MN C olum bia continued dow n Tongass narrow s until abeam  green buoy 9.


At that point the U SC G  announced on the m arineradiothat an aircraft had


crashed in N orth Tongass narrow s. W e im m ediatelyassum ed that the splash


had som ething to do w ith crash. The C aptaintook the conn and turned the ship


around to go back to the spot of the slash. I called the U SC G  onthe radio and


reportedthe splash, its locationand that we w ere going there. W e readied our


rescue boat for launching. W e returned to the R ed #IO  buoy but saw  no signs of


the aircraft or debris. A t this tim e several sm all craft, including U SC G  rescue


boatsw ere on scene so w e turned again and headedfor our berth near the


shipyard.


Kenneth J. G rieser


P ilot, M  N C olum bia 



M / V  C O L  C IM B IA

FR O M  TH E D ESK O F C APTAIN  PH IL TAYLO R


January 28,2006
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W RITTEN STATEM ENT ON 1-25-06 KETC H IKAN PLAN E C R ASH 


W hile transitingTongass N arrow ssouthbound on Januaty25* w ithw eather that broughtvisibility dow nto  less than


a m ile,w ith snow  flurries and a light northerlyw ind, just before 13w  AST as I w as looking dow nthe channel out of


the corner of m y eye I saw  a large splash betw een P eninsular P oint 8  B uoy #IO  onthe north side of Tongass


N arrow s. A t first I thought it m ight be a H um pbackW hale breachingw hich I found interestingsince I’ve never seen a


w hale breach in Tongass N arrow s before, so Igrabbed m y binocularsto get a better look 8  to  see w here the w hale


m ight cam e up again. The splash w as locatedaround: 55 22.6 W  Latitude, 131 44.0 N Longitude.


M ost of the B ridgeW atch along w ith m yself w itnessedthis largesplash, like m e others took a better look at the area


w ith the use of binoculars and saw  nothingout of the ordinary, nodebris, no oil slick and no w hale sign. The splash


w as about a %  m ile ahead of us and about I2  degrees to port from  our heading of 135 T. S hortly after it happened


w e w ent past the area w ithin a ’A of a m ile and still did not see anythingon the w ater’s surface or bubblingup.


I recallseeing a Pro M ech turbine O tter departing P eninsular P oint 8  begin totaxi W est (intothew ind) on the channel


about the sam e tim e w e w ere abeam  of the point. B eside6 us this w as the onlytraffic in  thechannel at thetim e.


A  few  m lnutes after w e had past the area of the splash reports of a plane going dow n inthe narrow s beginto  com e


across bothchannels 13 8  16 on our VHF radios. W e quickly discussedthe possibilitythat the splash w e saw  could


have beenthis pianeand cam e to the conclusion it m ay have been. I took the con (control of theship) and spunthe


ship around inthechannel at green can C “9” 8  headed back uptow ards P eninsular P t. W hile com ingaboutthe


W ater Taxi w as com ing quickly upthe north side ofthe  channel and past us on the bow follow ed by a S tateTrooper


vessel m ovingquickly up the south sideofthe  channelthat past us on our stern.


W e steam ed up to the area of the splashand took ag o d long look for any debris or an oil slick sincew e were m uch


closer thls tim e as I had stoppedthe ship. W hile on our w ay back up the channeltow ardsthe splash area Ihad our


R escue B oatcrew  gear up 8  ready the boat for launching. W e spent about 5 to 10 m inuteson site w ith  nothing found


or sighted so I spun the ship around once again and continuedsouth to  our K etchikan term inal.


There w as considerablechatter on our VH F radiosw ith reports com ing infrom W ard C ove to the ferry term inal.


W hile heading up to  the splashsitew e heardthat the pilot ofthe  aircraft had “ejected” out of the plane so we thought


m aybe it w as his seat that m adethe splash, butshortly after arriving back onthe sitew e heardthat the pilot had


ejected closer to the W olf P oint area and that the plane had gone dow n near A B P G rocery. W lth these reports w e


figuredthe plane w as headedin  a southerlydirection 8  that w hai w e saw  m ay have been from  a largep i a  of the


aircrafi that m ay have caused thecrash. W e reportedthe Lat. 8  Long. ofthe splash siteto the  U S C G , channel21A


The sm oke plum e from  the crash site w as not visible until we w ere com ing upto the A irport Ferry (G ravina side) dock


and even then it blended into the w eather being alm ost the sam e gray cdor. W hile I w as docking the ship at our KTN 


term inal I couldsm ell and see the aviationfuel as it w ashed intothe  basin of B erth #2 8  out tow ards our berth 8  into


the channel.


A fter a couple phonecalls Friday from  the P ort C aptaln’s o ffi and FA A  representatives w hile berthedin  B ellingham ,


W A it has com e to our attentionthat the splashw e saw  w as not a piece of the aircraft butthe aircraft itself as it


slam m ed or skipped off the channel’s surface. It has also been reportedthatthe estim atedspeed ofthe  aircraftw as


near 300 knots so if It had indeedtouched dow n near us at that rate, from  our perspective it w ould have m oved off


into the inclem ent w eather B our vlsibllity spectrum  before the splash could subside. W e estim ate it w as lessthan 20


seconds from  w here w e saw  the splash till the plane hitthe ground. Ifthe piane did skip then it m ust have been In a


dead stick glide because a t that range (lessthan% m lle) w e w ould have surely heard a jet engine scream  by us, w e


couldeasily hear a floatplane fly by includingthe policesirens on Tongass H lghw ay 8  rescuehelicopterslater on.


I


I


~ 
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This is to the best o f m y know ledge,


- 

\


I


C aptain P hilip E. Taylor


i
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A ccident N o. A N C 06FA 018


N TSB Investigator Scott Erickson


D ate: 1!2912006


Tim e: 6:30 PM

Telephone interview  w ith M r. G len M ood. Ph

W here: M r. M ood w as w orking on a house directly above the accident site and about


three city blocks inland and approxim ately 200 feet m sl,  M r. M ood had

stopped w orking to take a short break, w alked around the house (to be on the w ater side)


did not have any equipm ent running. H e heard w hat sounded like ajet taking off from 


the airport. N ot like a 737 but like an F-86, m ore shrill. Just like w hen at full pow er


increasing in intensity for a count of about 5. Then abruptly stopped then a count of 1, 2,

3 then bam  then 1,2,3,a large black cloud. M r. M ood said never saw  the aircraft in the


air. H e only heard it.

W eather: M r. M ood stated that it w as snow ing but he could still m ake out the outline of


G ravina Is.( the island that the K tn airport is on and across the Tongass N arrow s from  his

location). H e could not see the m ountains.. . he could see up about 150to 200 feet


looking slightly southeast.



A ccident N o. A N C 06FA 018


N TSB Investigator Scott E rickson


D ate: 1/31/2006

Tim e:

Telephone interview  w ith M r. N orm  Taylor. C ontact through Tem sco in K tn


D riving back to w ork(he w orks at TEM SC O  located at Peninsula Pt.) from  lunch. H e

w as approaching the A & P G rocery Store from  the east. Saw  an airplane descend out of

the clouds and into the snow .(he explained that “into the snow ” w as into an area helow 


the clouds w here it w as snow ingbut he could see the airplane through the falling snow ).


The aircraft seem ed to be a couple of hundred feet in the air. The clouds w ere about at


the top of the tree line. W ings w ere level nose up (couldn’t give an estim ate of the nose


up attitude)he did not notice if the landing gear w as up or dow n. D iverted his attention


briefly to m ake sure he w as staying on the road. Looked up at the airplane again.. .it w as


dropping, nose dow n, ahout 45degrees dow n, he could see the tail and part of the


fuselage. H e also saw  a sm all w hite chute m ayhe 6 feet in diam eter “trying to grab air


and then collapse several tim es” he explained this to he opening and closing. ’The chute


appeared to be traveling the sam e speed and along the “sam e line” as the airplane. H e

said that it looked like it m ay have been attached to som e part ofthe aircraft hut couldn’t

tell for sure. H e w as not able to give any inform ation indicating if the engine w as


running or not since he had the w indow s up and w as driving.




A ccident N o. A N C O Q FA O l8


N TSB Investigator Scott Erickson


D ate: 21312006


Tim e: 14:OO


Telephone interview  w ith M r. D ann H ehr. C ontact through TEM SC O  in K tn.

M r. H ehr reported that he w as past W olf Pt heading back to TEM SC O . H e w as


approxim ately abeam  the approach end of R w y I1 on the opposite side of the Tongass

N arrow s. H e estim ated the visibility to be greater that 1 m ile but not sure how  m uch

greater and snow ing. Saw  thejet in an extrem e nose high attitude (he estim ated 10


degrees nose up) at an altitude of 500 feet “m aybe”. D id not recall the position of the


gear. C ould not tell if the engine w as running.. .w indow s up and road noise. A ircraft


seem ed to descend. W hen asked about the w ind conditions he replied “nothing special”,

H e estim ates that he w as about %  to %  of a m ile from  the site of the accident w hen he

saw  the aircraft.





