
 

 

 

 

 

On 12/8/2019 at approximately 0930 FAA Inspector Greg Young made contact with Mr. Edward L. Base 
while he was hospitalized following an aircraft accident involving N47EB, an RAF 2000 GTX SE 
GyroPlane, registered to and built by Mr. Base. 
During this contact Mr. Base on numerous occasions stated that he was "done flying" because he felt 
he was just too old.  He stated that he had taken the aircraft out for takeoff and landing practice and had 
made a few successful landings prior to the last landing.on Runway 12 at Millard Airport (MLE) in 
Omaha Nebraska.   
During the last landing Mr. Base stated that he felt the gusty wind conditions were the primary factor 
causing him to lose directional control of the aircraft just before touchdown.  He stated he felt a "wind 
shear" just above the runway, the aircraft then veered to the right just past the Runway 12 threshold.  
He was unable to regain directional control over the runway.  The aircraft then proceeded to head 
toward the taxiway and briefly touched down in the grass median before becoming airborne again prior 
to crossing the taxiway.  The aircraft then climbed toward the T-hangar area before Mr. Base was able 
to regain directional control.  Mr. Base stated that he attempted to touch down again along the taxiway 
but was unsuccessful, and the aircraft became airborne again briefly.  At this point Mr. Base stated that 
he directed the aircraft toward the ground and caused the aircraft to roll right, intentionally causing rotor 
impact on the right side in a effort to get it stopped.  Mr. Base stated that he felt the impact, and the 
aircraft tumbled to a stop.  When asked how he exited the aircraft, Mr. Base stated that he felt he 
climbed "scurried" out of the aircraft after it came to a stop. Mr. Base did not identify any mechanical 
abnormalities, or operational complications aside from the gusty winds.  Mr. Base stated that this was 
the first time he had flown the aircraft in quite some time, and that he felt he should have been more 
aware of the wind conditions.      <<< Continued on reverse >>>



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 




