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ASI R. Jex

Yutaka Kimura, ; endorsed IPC on 19 Nov 2014 for deceased pilot

in subject accident.

(W) ; (M)

Investigational interview assist; ATQA Acc ASO1515002; Fatal Acc involving

N757ZM on 13 Jan 2015.

ASI Chris Roth is a former professional acquaintance of Kimura in the Long Beach, CA area.

Roth was able to break the ice and conduct the interview as OJT. Inconclusive interview

with CFI; no smoking gun. On 19 Nov 2014, victim completed a local 1.1-hr Flight Review

with CFI Yusuke Watanabe out of Torrance Airport (KTOA), followed 24 min later by a local

1.6-hr IPC with Kimura in same aircraft, again out of KTOA. Both events were endorsed in

back of victim's logbook.

Kimura's conversational English is good.

During the conversation, Kimura stated that he was aware of the subject accident from prior

reports. He said the decedent was a good pilot, showed no weaknesses, so he signed her

[IPC] off. He also stated that she was familiar with the KTOA area and handled the radios

during the IPC. He was aware of some of her ancillary activities, such as training in

Japan prior to coming to USA, and that she was seeking an ASES rating. He did not know

when or why she came to Florida, and was surprised to learn this. He stated he did not

know her personality, and could not explain her decision making on the day of her demise.

Kimura invited Roth to call again with any questions. Kimura then handed the phone over to

CFI Yusuke Watanabe....

Retain with files of this event. Poss IOP.
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