
8-10

Figure 8-11 A Schweizer tow hitch.

Excessive pressure here

Tow ring

Pilot can not override
excessive pressure with
cockpit release handle.

Tow hook pulled up

Glider excessively
high on tow

The approach should be shallow enough for the glider to 

of the glider wheel brake may result in a hard landing for 
the towplane because the towline could slow the towplane 

tow until well within gliding distance of the airport and then 

as the towplane begins to accelerate without the load of the 
glider and the glider is decelerating due to the increase in 

deliberately starting the takeoff before the glider pilot has 

during the aerotow without prior consent of the glider 

The glider pilot may choose to deliberately terminate the 

Towing Failures

rope breaks are not as common as other distractions in the 

are stalling the glider or dragging a wingtip on the ground 
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possibility of dragging a glider wingtip on the ground during 

 
Tow Failure With Runway To Land and Stop

for the towplane either to continue the takeoff and clear the 
runway or abort the takeoff and remain on the left side of the 

[Figure 8-12, panel 1]
the towline release in either case ensures that the rope is clear 

Tow Failure Without Runway To Land Below 
Returning Altitude

from the towplane occurs at a point at which the glider 

[Figure 8-12, panel 2]
a higher altitude return may be necessary to return to the 

and slowing the glider as much as possible prior to touching 
down and rolling onto unknown terrain is usually the safest 

on both sides and ahead trying to plan for the best area to 

of altitude the glider pilot has the greater number of options 

Tow Failure Above Return to Runway Altitude

to release from the towplane occurs after the towplane 

[Figure 8-12, panel 3]

be used only if the glider is within gliding distance of the 

pilot is also dealing with an emergency situation and may 

follow the towplane down if the towplane is experiencing 

the proper pitch attitude necessary to maintain the appropriate 

glider pilot should release the rope portion still attached to the 

allow enough time for the glider to align with the landing 

necessary to align the glider with the intended landing area 


