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4-4-14. Visual Separation 

a. Visual separation is a means employed by ATC to separate aircraft in terminal areas 
and en route airspace in the NAS. There are two methods employed to effect this 
separation: 

1. The tower controller sees the aircraft involved and issues instructions, as necessary, 
to ensure that the aircraft avoid each other. 

2. A pilot sees the other aircraft involved and upon instructions from the controller 
provides separation by maneuvering the aircraft to avoid it When pilots accept 
responsibility to maintain visual separation, they must maintain constant visual 
surveillance and not pass the other aircraft until it is no longer a factor. 

NOTE-
Traffic is no longer a factor when during approach phase the other aircraft is in the 
landing phase of flight or executes a missed approach; and during departure or 
en route, when the other aircraft turns away or is on a diverging course. 

b. A pilot's acceptance of instructions to follow another aircraft or provide visual 
separation from it is an acknowledgment that the pilot will maneuver the aircraft as 
necessary to avoid the other aircraft or to maintain in-trail separation. In operations 
conducted behind heavy jet aircraft, it is also an acknowledgment that the pilot accepts 
the responsibility for wake turbulence separation. 




