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Maricopa Conuty Sl•crifrs Ofli<'<' 

Supplrmcntal report 

dcru1:T~l!.:!· ~ .u;:~~it}B: Hunt liigla...,·ny AHgnrnertt 114 rnii ... ~ cast of Val Vistn Road, Chanc.Jie~· 

O"'rnrreace ., ypt•: neath lnvcstiwation 

Cont:lc!: Deputy D. Gross 111425 

Maricopa County Sherirt's Office 

1840 South Lewis 
Mesa, AZ 85210 
(602) 256-1853 

Date/Tim!·~ 0(>-08-02/0820 

Location: Hunt H1ghway Alignment v., mile cast of Val Vista Road 

Chandler, AZ 

pctcctiv<?_:. Detective P. Larrison #1247 
Maricopa County Sherifrs Office 
1840 S. Lewis Street 
Me~a, AZ 85210 
(602) 256-1853 

lnvestigatnr Detective F Larrison #1247 

Typed by: I'RL 
Date: Jutte 0!1, 21)02 

Reviewed 

DRtl 02-16133 

Page 1 of3 



-Orrurn:Jil'C t)ate: llii-08-01 

Maricopa County Sherifrs Oflicc 
Supplcmcntnl report 

Otcurrenec Lornliun: Hl!ot Highway Alignment'/, mile cast of Vnl Vista Road, Chandler 

Occnn·encc Typ:.': lkath lnnsligati•m 

----~----- ... ------ " _, -------- ------- "--- ·---------------

DR# 02-16133 

Ou 06-0S-02 a! <lPPnJ•imatcly O!l2ll hour~, I wa> contacted by Detective Sergc:mt Kelleher #206 in 

rcf,rc!lcc iu:: p!r,nc cr:~sh in the southc:tst portion of Maricopa County. Srrgeunt Kelleher advised me 

tl!:!i Dcpuly Gross i/1425 was 011 the ~rene of a plane crash with (2) dead occupants in the arcn of Val 

\'ic;t;i :uullhmt Highway. Scn:c~ut Kelleher requested that l respond to the scene of the crash and as~bl 

with H1c ion>tigntlon into this m:t!tcr. 

I rcspomh-<1 to the scene of the crash und contacted Deputy Gro~s at approximately 09\li.l hours. The 

wreckage fmm the crash was located ill a wash just south of the Hunt Highway alignment approximately 

'!. mile cast of Val Vista Road. The plane hnd sustained major damage as the win1:s had folded away from 

tlic plane and the hody of the plane W>ts broken and buckled in several m·eas. The airplanes body 

app~ared to he made from a combination of mctnl, wood, and fabric with paint on the outer surface. The 

plane appeared to be yellow in colo1· with red accents running along the side of the body to the tail the 

plane. I could sec the airplane identification number (#N8205H) painted in black lettering •m the exterior 

of the rear wing. lt did not appear that any of the wreckage was chanerl and there were no other 

indications of explosion. I cou see that debris from the airplane wus laying on the grny shingle roof 

from the rcsidentinl trailer at Depnty Gross had informed me that snmll 

pieces of debris from the plane had been located in :1s far as V. mile north uf the crash scene. 

As I approached the wash to the south of Hunt Highway, I could sec that the airplane appeared to be 

occupied by two people. Both of the oceup:mts were laying f:1ce down underneath the wreckage from the 

hi-plane. The female occupant's legs appeared to be extended and she was bent at her w:list with her 

head pointed towards the northeast. The female had light brown hair and she was wearing a pink 

colored T-shit with a white collar. I could not determine the girls age or extent of her injuries fro111 

where I was standing ncar the wash. I could see the leg and upper torso of a second occupant inside of 

the plane. It appeared to be the leg and body of a male passenger was with denim jeans and a white T­

shirl. It appeared the man was laying face down and his head would he pointed to the north. I could not 

make out any other details regarding the other occupant from where I was standing. 

Deputy Gross provided me with witness information regarding this matter and the preliminary 

identification of tlle airplane's occupants. Deputy Gross advised me that the plane may be occupied by 

John Pace Carter (DI) and his (16 year old) daughter Nicole. This information was later confirmed and 

.John's daughter was idcl!tified as Nicole Joy Schuler (D~ me that he spoke with the 

residents of the trailer located north of the crash scene~' Rosario and Margarita 

Ybarra. The occupants of the trailer told informed Deputy Gross that they were home when the biplane 

crashed, however they did not witness what had occurred. 

Maricopa County Slwrifrs Office contacted me at the scene and informed me that a Chevrolet 

pickup with Arizona l:ccnsc plate was located at the Chandler Municipal Air Port, near a 

hanger where the airplane was observed prior to take oft'. This vehicle is registered to the ownLr of the 

airp!:me, Joseph P. Carter. 

Investigator Detective P Larrison #1247 
Typed hy: I'IU~ 
Date: June()<), 2002 

Reviewed by: 
Sgt. 0. Kelleher 11206 

Page 2 of :1 



Ma•·lcopa County !<bcriff's Ofnce 

Supplemental report. 

O<:rttrn:ac<· Loc.H<<>n: Hu•t! lll~;hway Alignment Y. •ulle east of Vul Vista Road., Chnndlet· 

Ocrttn·l,"n(·e Typ~~: Heath .investi~ation 

--------

BRII 02-H•JJ3 

1\viatiou SHfdy hl!ipe.ctor Steven D'Urso from the Feciernl Aviation Administration responded to the 

scc"c lo conduct r.n iuwstiguthm in reference to the cause of the crash. The wrcclmgc from the aircra£! 

w~s rele>~se!l to D'Urso for further investigution. 

Ddcctiv~ \Vurzbad: ill 208 assisted my investigation by taking 35mm photographs and diagramming the 

~cene (see aitacbed supplement). These photographs were later submitted for Maricop:l County Sherifl's 

Office !ahuratory for developillent. 

"Nolhing fnrther." 

Investigator Detective P Larl'ison #1247 
Typed by: PRL 
Dnte: June 09, 2002 

Reviewed by: 
Sgt. D. Kelleher #20<i 

Png~ 3 of 3 



Mt.R!COPA COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE 

Supplemental Report 

0.::~.--a::~·th.::...:· lbk: \i{;~OH<!002 

Occu:T·-:n::l' L::"~~tilm: Hunt Highway & East ofYul Vlsta Road. Chamller, Arizona 

Occu1 re:!C:.:· type: Fat:..~} Plane Crash 

~~~:tim/~: ~~chu~.;;r, Nicole: J. & Carter, Jos!!ph P. 

Slll'!'LEMENTAL RI~POI{T 

lNFORMATION: CALL OUT 

DRII 02--16133 

DATI~ I TIME: JUNE g-rn, 2002 AT APPROXIMATELY 0824 HOURS. 

LOCATION: HUNT HJGHWA Y & EAST OF VAL VISTA RD., CHANDLER. AZ. 

DETECTIVE: DETECTIVE R. J. WURZBACI-I II, 111208 

MARICOPA COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE 

DISTRICT ONE SUBSTATION 

1&40 S. LEWIS, MESA, ARIZONA 85210 

II (602)-256-1853 

On 06-08-2002 at approximately 0824 hvurs, I was called by Detective Sgt. D. Kelleher# 

206, and he wanted me to respond to the area ofi-Iunt Highway and Val Vista Road, Chandler, 

Arizona, regarding a airplane crash that occurred there. He said there were two subjects in the 

airplnnc that were deceased and an investigation needed to be done involving the deceased. He 

sa;d someone from the Federal Aviation Admini:>tration would be coming out tn investigate the 

airplane crash. 1-le further stated that he wanted m~ to assist Dete.::tive P. Larrison# 1247, who 

was also cnrout<:, tu complete the ncce<sary follow-up involved with the deceased in this plane 

cra>h. 

c;JoC 



0£>'.'Uff{;.·irc DHtc; ~}~'1-Ul)w~}l 

Maricopa County Slleriff's Ofllce 
Sl!pplcmental report 

Gewrn·r.c<: Loc.!!irm: Htmt Higl:wuy Alignment 'I~ mile east of Val Vista Road, Chandler 

(k1.~un·pnt::~: 'fype: Futnl !'lane Crash 

!!lfllrmaHm.;: Statements from Sheila Mejia (W2). 

Contact: 

Date/Time: 06-08-02/0830 

Location: Written statement. 

Detective: Detective P, Larrison #1247 
Maricopa County Sberifl's Office 
1840 S. Lewis Street 
Mesa, AZ 85210 
(602) 256-1853 

Investigator Detective P Larrison #1247 

Typed by: PRL 
Date: June 09, 1002 

Reviewed by;_ 
Sgt. D. Kelleher 

IHW 02-1 (J D3 

l'age 1 of2 



" 0::-~~U~'r;.~H('I:' /.);~({'~ 96~08-01 

Maricopa County Sheriff's Office 
Supplem~ntal report 

Orct:rrcnt•c Loc:ubn: Hunt Highway Alignment '!.i mile east of Val Vista Road, Chandler 

Orcnn-tnc~ T_ypc: F~tal Plane Crash 

-------·-····-----------

OR# 02-!6!33 

On 06-0S-02 at :IPl>'·oximatc!y 0830, Deputy Gross #1425 located witnesses to the plane crash occurring al 

!!:~ Hmtt Uighway Alignment approximately '1. mile cast of Val Vista Rond. Sheila Mejia (W2) was 

id<·::.tifictl :1s a wltHcss ond she prepared a written statement (see attached) in reference to what she had 

oh>erved e'lrlier that nwmlng. Sheila's written statement contained the following information: 

~XIJlained that she was riding horseback on tbe property ofT!erra Farms located at ••••• 

Sheila described hearing a sputtering noise above her and she looked upward and saw .:! 

~;mall en::ine yellow plane tlying Iter direction from the northeast. Sheila saw the plane disintegrating 

and the wings fold up as the plane veered sharply to avoid falling out of control into a mobile home south 

of her to "dive" into the ground south of the moblle home. 

Deputy Gross Took Sheila's statement and she was released from the scene without incident. This 

written statement hns been impounded n> the Southeast SberifPs Substation pending the co•Iclnslon of 

the investigathm into this mntte1-. 

"Nothing furtJ1er." 

lnvestfgntor Detective P Larrison #1247 

Typed I:>y: PRL 
Date: June !19, 2002 

Reviewed by: 
Sgt. D. Kelleher #206 

Page 2 of2 



-;--,· -, ·-~ 

[)AiE ---'·/:..:__:~---(~,_'~_( i 1 

bt:un hom on 

I new live at 

MARICOPA COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE 
JOSEPH M. ARPAIO, SHERIFF 

-------------------------------------------

I have read this statement ccnsisting of __ page(s) and/or this has been read to me and I certify that 
the facts contained therein are true and correct. I a!so declare that I was not told or prompted what to 
s&y !n this statement. 

v· 30A- c-
This statement was complete0 at___!}__:____ ___ M., on the ---C)_ day 

WITNESS: ---------

WITNESS: ------ ~-

R9·93 010!i057 



(k::un·i'Ia~~ O:Hc: tUj-Ufl·Ol. 

Maricopa County Shcril'f'8 Office 
Supplemental report 

Occurrence Loe;;lion: lhwt H!ghway Alignment'.'. mile enst of Val Vista Road, Chandler 

l.):.::currcucc Type: Pl:ute Crash 

Information: Statements from Kim Bauman-Pcterson (W3). 
---·-----

~ontn~t: 

Tempe, AZ 85284 

nnt~/Time: 06-08-02/0835 

Lo~ation: Written statement. 

);)ctectivc: Detective P. Larrison #1247 
Maricopa County Sherifrs Office 
1840 S. Lewis Street 
Mesa, AZ 85210 
(602) 256-1853 

Investigator Detective 
Typed by: l'RL 
Date: Jtme 27, 2!102 

DR# 02-16J:l3 

Page I of 2 



. Ocni•Tt.'!lCC t~ate; ou~os ... o2 

Maricopa County Sberlfrs Office 
Supplemental report 

Occurn~ua Loc,;!lon: Hunt Highway Align men( •;. mile east of Vol Vista Rood, Chandler 

O~currcnce Typ~: Plane Crash 

OR# 02-l6i33 

0!1 06-0!l-02 at npprmdmately 0835, Dcp~1ty Gross #1425 iocateu witnesses to tile plane crnsll occurring at 

t~;e Hunt Highway Alignment llpj>roxlmately Y. mile east of Val Vista Road. Kim B::nman-l'ete•·son (W3) 

was i!knti!kd ~s <l witness and she prepared a writt~n statement (see attached) In reference lo what sh!~ 

h!!d obst•j-vcrt e2rli2r tl.!at morning. Kim's written statement contained the following Information: 

~e was riding Iter horse in the south ring oftll<' horse property bcnted at­

...._ Klm henrd the sound of an cirplane flying close by overhead. Kim looked up to 

the sky und observed a yellow phmc flying southbound. Kim dt>scribed the sound of the plane's engin~ us 

·•sputtering" and she saw one side of the bi-plane disintegrate. Kim stated that the plane spiraled down 

and Wl!h Into the ground south of the ring. 

Deputy Gross Took Kim's ~tatemcnt and she was released from the scene without Incident. Tbis written 

statement has been Impounded at the Sm;tbeast Sherifrs Substation pending the conclusion of the 

iuvcstigation into this mntter. 

"Nothing further." 

Investigator Detective P Larrlson #1247 

Typed by: PRL 
Date: .June 27, ~002 

Reviewed by: 
Sgt. D. Kelleher #206 

Page 2 of2 



b~on born 

! now livo Ht 

MARICOPA COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE 
JOSEPH M. ARPAIO, SHERIFF 

VOLUNTARY WITNESS STATEMENT cz.-/t:.,J:: on __ 

--.:~~-;·-_ ~~::~/~ .. 
STARTED _]I/) ~M. 

years of age, having 

I have read this statement consisting of _L page(s) and/or this has been read to me and I certify that 
the facts contained therein are true and correct. I also declare that I was not told or prompted what to 
r.ay in this statement. 

c. ::< C y /'T f. II J (/.) ., 
This stn!ement was complet~d at ~'~<'---L/,c./ M., on the _.c'.L.._-day of _ '_ . ./_IG_t __ , •t:.,· ___ _ 

WITNESS: ----------------

WITNESS: ----·------·--·----

'.' '": ', 



Occurrcn.:e H;!t>:: 06~U~-02 

Mlirkllpa Cour1ty Sherlfl's Office 
Supplemental report 

Oceurr~!H't Loeati1m: lhml HOgltwuy Alignment Y. mile cast ofV:!I Vista Road, Chandll·r 
Oc~:urn'JH? 'l)pr: }a((l! Phmc Crash 

DR# 02-16J:\3 

·----.. -·-----------~-·-·------·---------------.--------- --------

lilformlllio_,l..; StJtemcnts from Clifford Frey (WI). 

r~nlacl: CJirt(mJ .1. Frey 
SOC: Unknown 

Dntc/Timc1 06-08-02/0905 

Locution: Written Statement. 

Detective: Detective P. Larrison #1247 
Maricopa County Sherifrs Office 
1840 S. Lewis Street 
Mesa, AZ 85210 
(602) 256-1853 

lnvestig&tor Detective P Larrl.son 
Tn>ed by: PRL 
Dale: June 09, 2002 

Pagel of2 



On~t;tn·rn.:t' B;;t;:: 00~08-02 

Maricopa Cuunty Sheritrs .umcc 
Supplemental report 

OccmTc·nct' Locatibn: Hunt Highway Alignment V.. mile east of Val Vista Road, Chaudler 
OcrurrttH·,~ Typ(·: ·Fatai Plant• Crash 

DHII 02-lt•l?o3 

On ll6-01l-U2 :1! llppro:dmutrly 01)05 hours, Deputy Gross ill-125 located witnes~cs to I he plane crash 
<H:<'urring at !he Hnn1 llighway Alignment approximately V.. milt: c:1st of Val Vist:1 Road. Cliff,Jnl Frey 
(WI) w:1s identified tiS :1 witness and he prepared 11 written statement (sec :tttached) in reference to what 
Itt· ;,ad observed earlier that morning. Clifford's written statement contained the following information: 

Clifford explained tlwt he was working on his horse :~t the south end of Tierra Farms at approximatdy 
0800 hours. Cliffunl heard an unusual plane noise overhead like :>.n engine being cut n!ong with n 
popping sound. Clifford thought that the plane may be an ultra light because of the sound of the wind on 
the wings. Clifford described the unusual wind sound as being similar to a bag flapping in the wind. 
Clifford looked np into the air and saw an air plane in a spin approximately 300' in the air. 

Clifford believed the air plane was too low to pull out of it's spin and he watched as the wing on the left 
side of the air craft came off the plane. Clifford noted that small pieces of the plane were flying off the 
plane as the plane began to come down tlose first. Clifford watched the plane as it struck the grounrlnose 
first. Clifford recalled that he did not observe any smoke or flames ccming from the wreckage. 

Clifford responded to the scene of the plane crash and he saw that both occupants of the plane had 
passed away. 

Deputy Gross took Clifford statement and he was released from the scene without incident. This written 
statement bas been impounded at the Southeast SherifPs Substation pending the conclusion of the 
investigation into this matter. 

"Nothing further." 

Investigator Detective P Larrison #1247 
Typed by: I'RL 
Date: June 09, 2002 



~. U10 und21 ~:ignud, __ _ 

been born on 

I nuw live at __ _ 

MARICOPA COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFICE 
J03EP11 M. ARPAIO, SHEHIFF 

VOLUNTARY WITNESS STATEMENT 

STMrrED ;) . ; (;_[_;_;._ M. 

yoars of age. having 

I r,ave rend this statement consinting of _j__ page(s) and/or this has been read to me and I certify that the I acts contained therein are true and correct. I also declare that I was not told or prompted what to 
Sdi' in this statement. 

Thi& statement was corrpleled at Cf; 0 \- ,AM., on the--"---

WITNESS: 

SIGNATURE 
\ WITNE.SS: .... 

\ 5000~194 R9~93 0105057 

\ 

' ~ . ' \ 



o,·curn:.'n-:.:~· i.hrlit: 06-03-02 

Marlcop~ County SherifPs Office 
Suppll:mental report 

OcrunTn(r Lv::1tio~: Hunt Hi:;:hway Alignm<•nt Y. mile eust of Val Vista Road, Chandler 
Oc('ur:-ew:~· ·.fJJH.': Fatal Plane Cr~sh 

DR# 02-l\iD3 

·-·----·---····-- -·-·------ ------- ------------------~·---·--·----·---------·--·-·--

tni\!!.!!~!km.;_ Statements from Sandra Owens (W4). 

Cont~c!: Sandra Lynn Owens 
SOC: Unknown 

Date/Time: 06-08-02/0915 

Location: Written statement. 

Detective: Detective P. Larrison #1247 
Maricopa County Sherifrs Office 
1840 S. Lewis Street 
Mesa, AZ 85210 
(602) 256-1 !153 

Investigato~ Detective P Larrison #1247 
Typed by: PRl, 
Date: .Tur.e 09, 2002 

Pnge l of2 



Maricopa County Shedffs (Jfflcc 
Snpp>•·mNltal report 

Oc~z:rre•:.·~.· L;;;:~tinil; H!lnt Wr~!!way Alignment Y.i mile east of Val Vista Road, Chandler 
Otc~:~rn:~H'\.' Type: Fatal P~ane C!"ash 

U>~ il6-!.iS-!1~ ::1 i!ppm.•imately 0915 hours, Deputy Gross #1425 iucated wituess•~s to the plane cn:sh 
or.ntrrit!?, ~!ill\' lhmt H:r.!lw;!y A!lgnmer.t approximately Y. m!le e~st of Vnl Vista noatl. Sandra Owe!JS 
(W4) was idcnHiied ;,s " witnes5 ~nd she prepared a written statement (see attached) In reference to whllt 
>he 1HHI ohscr,cd c2rlicr Hlat morning. Sandra's written statement contained the following lnformntlou: 

kssons to Sheil>! Mejia (W2) In th•! round pen on her 
property lo~:ttcd at Sandra beli~vcs that she was looking lo the south wh\'ll 
silt' ohscrvnlu yeilow colored bi-plnne flying over their small arena In a northbound direction. Sandra 
o·ecalled that it souude:l like the plane was having engine problems and as it continued flying northbound 
the win~s folded up. Sundra dcscrihcd that debris fell from the plane and it fell into a nose dive and 
trashed into the ground just past a little house. Sandra stated that he1· husband and a client went to 
(·heck on the passcn!lers of the plane as she called "911 ". 

Deputy Gross Took Sandra's statement and she was released from the stene without incident. This 
written statement has been impounded at the Southeast Sheriffs Substation pending the conclusion of 
the investigation into this matter. 

•'Nothing further." 

Investigator Detective P Larl'ison #1247 
Typed by: PRL 
Dute: .lunc 119, 2002 

Reviewed by: 
S~t. D. Kelleher #206 

Page 2 of2 



M,\AICOI"A COUNTY SHEA!r>''S OFriCF. 
JOSEPH M. AAPA!O, SHEHIFF 

VOlUNTARY WITtJESS STATEMENT· 

.<--1~ /y' '~:: -~ 
STAfiTED _L_._l_ M 

l declart~ th<:t the following voluntary statement is made of my own freewill without ~remise of hope C·T roward, without !onr or thr'lut of physical harm, without r:oercion, favor or offer of favor, without l(:nioncy or oift:r oi l•1nlency, by any person or persons whomsoever. 

------------

I have read this s:atemant consisting of _L_ page(s) and/or this has been read to me and I certify that 1he facts ccnlalneci therein a;e true and correct.: also declare that I was not told or prompted ~Phat to 
s&y in this statement 

(' ,-
This statement was completed at ] - I _') fi-M., en the ~7--

WITNESS: ----------

WITt.j[SS: 

5000-191, R9·93 0105057 



()CCUJ'i'i.'fH:t• aJ:-lat: lJ6-Q8 .. tf2 

Maricopa County Slwwlff's Office 
Suppkmentnl report 

Orr.m..-cm·r Loooilan: Hunt lligl!w~y Alignment Y. mile cast of Val Vista Road, Chandler 
Orcurrenet~ Type: Phtn~ Crash 

-------- - -- -----------------------------------------------

!!•f~rm_alimJ~ Interview with Robert Todd (ILl). 

~OIH'!_ct: Robert Scott Todd 

Date/Time: 06-08-02/0930 

Location: Telephonic. 

Det~ctivc: Detective P. Larrison #1247 
Maricopa County Sheriffs Office 
1840 S. Lewis Street 
Mesa, AZ RS?-!0 
(602) 256-1853 

Investigator Detective P Larrison #1247 
Typed •>y: PRL 
Date: J!lnc !8, 2002 

DIW02-l6!33 

Page I of2 



Ot·run·cH:·,.-. S.J~ite: Ui~~o~-O:.Z 

M11ricop3 County Sherifrs Office 
Supplcmcn!al report 

!.krnrre~<cc Lou:!!otl! Hun! IHt~hWRY Alignment Y. mile cast of Val Vistu Rond, Chandlc!· 
Occut.-rcn,:t> '!'ypc: P:auc Crw,h 

OR#02-Ihl33 

··--·-·-------------------·----------------~------·-----------------

On 06-GH-02 at appnnimately 0930 hours, i cont~ct~tl Robert Scott Todd (ILl) by telcphon!' to SJlcak with him 
"bout the pl:mc cmsh at Val Vista and Hunt Highway. Dellllty Gross #1425 ho.d told me that Robert hnd 
re>pondcd to the sccu'· earlier in the day and identified himself os u friend and the flight Instructor for Joseph 
Carter (Dl). Robert Todd provided me with tlte following Information during my interview: 

Rvhcrt codlnncd that ilc was friends with Joseph Carter and he had given Joseph flight le.,uns. Joseph had 
reportedly rcreived his pilots license on 06-05-ll2. The flight Jos~pb had scheduled for the morning 06-08-02 wns 
going to be hi> first solo flight without an Instructor. Robert rccailetl that Joseph was excited about the flight nn!l 
hac! planned on flying his daughter, Nicole Schuler (02), to Ryan Field for breakfast. Robert characterized .Joseph 
as a· good pilot ami he believed Joseph wmlld stay cahn.in emergency situations. Robert believed that .Joseph was 
In good physical health and he did not believe Joseph would want to take his own life. Robert did not believe 
.Joseph was on medication or drugs and he noted that Joseph was a recovering alcoholic and would not drink 
Hi cobol. 

I proceeded to ask Robert :tbou: his last contact with Joseph Carter on 06-07-02. Robert confirmed that he was 
with Joseph Carter and Kevin Bowman (IL2) at the Chandler Municipal Air Port on 06-07-02. Robert told me 
that Joseph needed to Install a ELT device on his biJllane and he supervised the Installation and offered guidance. 
Robert oxplaincd that the installation of the ELT device was a non-mechnulcal or structural and would not cff<•ct 
the lllght worthiness of the aircraft. Robert recalled that Joseph fueled his biplane and gave it a prop test on the 
c,·ening of06-07-02 and no problems were noted with the enght<·. Robert noted that he had flown .Joseph's biplaut 
approximately 1-2 weeks ago and he did not note any problems with the aircraft. Robert added that Joseph's 
biplane •ppeared tube in good condition and that he is. familiar with experimental biplane's because he I> building 
one himself. 

I asked Robert if he had any information regarding Joseph's family or next of kin. Robert informed me that he 
hnd access to that Information and be would provide me with the information when it became available. Robert 
Jater provided me with the contact Information for Joseph's brolhcr, Bob Carter. 

uNothing further." 

Investigator Detective P Larrison #1247 
Type<~ by: PRL 
Date: June 18,2002 

Reviewed by; 
Sgt. D. Kelleher #206 

Page 2 of2 



Ocfun·enrt.- n:.;•.,.-: tH;~\.H.:~02 

Mnricopl< County Sheriff's Office 
Sui•plcrnental report 

Or~urn>nt,· '-'•""!i(lu: !-!mit Highway Alignment Y. mile eRst of Val Vista Road, Chandler 
Occt:rn•n:'' Type: Plane Crasl• 

·-·--··-----·-··----·----- --------------------------------

Informatir.H__; Interview with Kevin Bowman (ll2). 

~on tad: 

Date/Ti~ 06-08-02/1000 

Location: Telephonic. 

Detective: Detective P. Larrison #1247 
Maricopa County Sherifrs Office 
1840 S. Lewis Street 
Mesa, AZ 85210 
( 602) 7.56-1853 

Investigator Detective P Larrison #1247 
Typed t.y: PRL 
Date: Junf 27, 2002 

Page I of2 



or~niTf.'ut{' n~~!t·: IJ6-0~~oz 

' . ~ .. 

Mnricopa County Sheriff's Office 
SnpplNncntnl report 

OccurrcHcz, L;;r~thm: Hunt Highway Alignment Y,, mile east of Val VIsta Rond. Chandler 
Ot·curr(~!~c~: Type: Pbme Cr·nsh · 

--------------

DR# 02-1<113:1 

On 06-08-'ll :t! :•P!•rox!mutely !GOO hours, I cont:~cttd Kevin Jlowm&n (IL2) by telephone in reference :c- tlw plane 
~:r:"h utwning at 1!1e llunt ~~~~~hway Alignment approximately '!.mile cast f)f V~l Vista Road. Robert Todd 
identified Kevin :.s '' frlcnd uf John Carter (Dl) who was present oluring the lnstallntlon ol' an electronic 
component to his bi-plnne on 06-97-02. Robert Todd also lni'ormed me that Kevin spoke with Jehu Carter beftn·e 
his flight "" 06-0ll-02 Qlld he m;,y have been the last person to see .John and his daughter, Nicole Schuler (D2), 
:tl!l'c. Kcvlu provided me with l!re following lnformallon during the course of my interview: 

Kevin cnnflnnetllb21 he w~s n friend of John's and he explained thlll John would usc his hanger nt Chandler 
Municipal Air Port to bouse his experimental bi-plane. Kevin dPscribed John's air Jlla,v.ras a yellow and red 
Fisher Celebrity bi-plane with an open cockpit. John reportedly JIUrcbased this bi-plane In November of 2001 in 
un nucHo!l from Camp Harmony In Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. The bi-plane was disassembled and transported to 
;\ r!zona, where John reassembled the bi-plane by band. John used the original parts tbrcughout his 
recons!noctlon of tb~ bl-phme, however he did change the imts and bolts that secure the strut§ for the frame of thr 
aircraft. l(.,vln stated that the bi-Jllane nrcded an annual Inspection, however it appeared to be flight worthy. 

I a•ked Kevin for bls opinion of John's bi-plane and be told me that he did not like it. Kevin explained that tbe 
fabric covering on the bi-plane was not as good as he would like to see it. Kevin felt tb~t the fabric was not as tight 
as It could be near t!te front horizontal stabilizer. K~vln told me that he would not feel comfortable !lying the bi­
plor:e, however he did not believe tlte cover presented a danger. 

Kevin contlrmcd that he was with John Carter and Robert Todd at his hanger at Chandler Municipal Air Port ou 
06-07-02. Kevin witnessed john Install an ELT device in lois airplane, which required the removal of the back seat 
In the bi-plane. Kevin did not witness John make any mechanical adjustments to the bi-plane and he confirmed 
that John gave the plane a prop test after fueling. 

I asked Kevin whether be saw John Carter at the Air Port on the morning of06-08-02. Kevin stated that he saw 
John and his daughter, Nicole Schuler (D2), at tbe hanger at approximately 0'100 hours. Kevin recalled that Nicole 
was wen ring shorts and her clothing was light colored. Kevin believed that Jobn may have been wearing denim 
jc;ms and a green colnred T-sltirt. Kev!n told me that John and Nicole ap!'eared to be happy and excited about the 
flight and they planned on going 1<1 Ryan Field for breakfast. Kevin told John to be careful of the winds and to 
enjoy his flight. 

Kevin proceeded to give me bls opinion of John's ability ~sa pilot. Kevin confirmed that John was Inexperienced, 
however he felt that Jobn did an excellent Job of !lying his bi-plane in his first solo !lights. Kevin stated that John 
is very cahn under pressure and bas the ability to handle the aircraft In an emergency situation. Kevin des~rlbed 
John as very detail oriented and he was certain that John would have gone over a preflight checklist prior to !lying 
the bi-plane. John did not have any known medical problems and Kevin did not believe he was taking any kind of 
medication. Kevin told me that John dltl not appear to be under the Influence of drugs or alcohol on the morning 
of 06-08-02. 

"Nothing further." 
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