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Suspected tail rotor failure.



Aircraft destroyed. some damage to cow pasture from burnt grass.
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On 15 March, 2013. N574EH took off from Lake Charles Regional Airport, LA at approximately 1119L
for a maintenance operational check flight for the #2FDR not coupling to the GPS. At approximately
1139L the pilot contacted Lake Charles Tower and informed the tower he was 10 miles South and
returning to the runway. At Approximately 1146L the pilot called the Lake Charles Tower and stated that
he had a problem and that he had to set down. The tower asked if he was declaring an emergency, and
the pilot responded with yes mamm. At approximately 1147L the tower asked the pilot to state the type
of emergency, with no further response from the pilot. At the same time, the pilot called Era operations
comm center and informed them that he had a problem up there and has to set it on the ground. After
1147L no more communications were received from the crew. The aircraft crashed at approximately
1147L time, approximately 5.5 miles south east of the approach end to runway 33 at Lake Charles
Regional Airport. The aircraft caught on fire, and there was an ground explosion. First responders from
Era arrived at the accident scene at approximately 1200L. The aircraft was on fire, and the impact crater
was small and not very deep. Consistent with high inertia vertical impact with no forward momentum.
The crater was approximately 100 feet in diameter. There was evidence of some post crash grass fire,
and some scattered debris. Most of the wreckage remained in the impact crater. Access to the site was
limited, and the fire rescue services had to be airlifted in by helicopter. The fire burned for approximately
2 to 3 hours before it was able to be extinguished.
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