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Washington, D.C. 20594 

Mr. Peter Gintautas 

• OrteclUJ of Fleatm, Safety and Envt1 omiietd> 

Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission 

Dear Mr. Gintautas, 

Reference: Interview Regarding the (April 17,2017 accident in Firestone, Colorado,-- NTSB accident number: 

DCA-17-FP-005). I :A 
Attached is a redacted transcript of your interview that was conducted on Ma0'2017. The redacted transcript of 
the interview is provided directly to you, the interviewee, for review and identifYing any typographical errors." Please 

look over this interview for accuracy and make any necessary editorial changes. 

You may either reference the relevant page and line number along with the suggested change or redline a copy of the 

document. Please initial any changes when marking up or redlining tile original document. 

When replying be sure and checkmark one of the three statements,below,Jeven if you have no changes. Please submit 

replies to me via email no later~ fC'~ e 1 V ~(/\ l ~ JUn-e 1-0/ 1 
I have reviewed my transcript(s) from the above referenced accident and ... 

D 
D 

1 have no comments to make. 

My comments are submhted herewith. 

~ My comments arc marked on the attached copy. 

Please note that this transcript must be treated as confidential at this time. This transcript is for your use only, and 

not for release outside of the investigation. lfyou have any questions, please contact me by phone or email. 

Thank you for your assistance and cooperation, 

Chuck Koval, Pipeline incident lnvestigation Analyst 

National Transportation Safety Board 

Office of Railroad, Pipeline, and Hazardous Materials Investigations 

490 L'EnfantPiaza East 
SW Washiugton, DC 20594 

Cell: - Email: Fax:-



APPEARANCES: 

RAVI CHHhTRE, Investigator in Charge 
National Transportation Safety Board 

GBENGA AJIBOYA, General Engineer 
Office of Pipel ine Safety 
Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 

(PHMSA) 

M!CHAEL LEONARD, Quality Assurance Professional 
Colorado Oil & Gas Conservation Commission 

~TTHEW LEPORE, Director 
Colorado Oil & Gas Conservation Commission 

DOUG ?RUNK, Fire Investigator 
Frederick-Firestone Fire Protection District 

DAVID PUCCETTI, Fire Investigator 
Frederick-Firestone Fire Protection District 

DAVID McBRIDE, Vice President of Health, Safety & 
EnvironmenL 

Anadarko Petroleum Corporation 

E:NZIE, J\tto 
Transport Board 

J1 o-f ff ~sdrl- ""i'1 

Free State Repor~ing, lnc . 
(410) 974-0947 

? • 



l 

') 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

-:y 19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

for advice on Chat. nnd Mike had sDid hP'rl rather ~omebndy else 

provide that ndvtce And thot happened to be me. 

I live about a mile away Crom the site so it wa~n·~ very long 

before I was over there. And r.he 20th we collected -- there were 

a lot ot people ~hc~e on the 20th . 1 eould not nam6 alJ cf those 

people are evPn cell you who they all were. But there w~~ a larg~ 

delegation both from insurance companies, tire invcstl~ators, th" 

fire department, people from ou~ staff, pollee, and we collected a 

soil gas samplP. from the end of -- there wa$ a trench that wa9 

already in existence from 1 think from tht.~ oay before t:h£lt: hqd 

followed the pipeline up to ncar the oil. And there WiiS maybe a 

fool or foot and a half of dirt that had not b~Pn excavated right 

near the roundat1on. 

I -- we used a soil whJt ' s called a 9lide hammar. It'a 

abouL 3 feet . Yr)U can make a 3-foot deep ho1c with it. tt:'~ 

quarter to half -- T 9uess maybe a half Dn inch wide. You can 

then stick a tube in and qcc some gas sampled. I measurad, you 

know, gas ~here. There wPre bYdrocarbons, con~ustib1e 
f"c1'fr 

hydrocarbons in it, using my ~ qas meter and then hcJnd collected 

it ustng a littlo hdnd pump into a -- a b~g $pccificully dPsignPd 

for gas sample~ and labeled it, put it b~ck in my v•hl~l~. So I 

h•d custody of it. And ovec the course of Lhc day we did th~t at 

thrc~ -- three total plac~s. One in the window well of the 

neighbor's house, at 3610 as I -- I 'm not sure whQt the neighbor'5 

hous~ number i5. But the just to the west ~here w~e 3 

F~ee State Reporting, Inc. 
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provlded it to Chief Puecetti by email a~ we got iL. 

Then the third time I was anywhere around the site was May 

10th. So,.Tuesday this weok. And our staff had bean arrangi ng tQ 

St1/ 
have ~ gas survey done using th{Jt kind o( probe. anct quite a b.1. t. 

had been done ~lready, even starting tho week before. Sut there 

waro some othe~ spots they wsnted to get aver near Oak Meadow 

Drive, Bo~levard, whatever tho proper name J~ for that st~eet 

whc~c we ' re ge~Ling very high gas readings in the soil ~t 2 or 3 

feet of 100 p0rcent by volume meth~ne. 

And I ,believe t.hQ.t's -- it's a different map, but T believe 
~aY-f 

that's -- thorc's n map Stcwa:t has on the back of this. Make 

sure I'm lookJn~ at the mpp right. That's over about here in thi~ 

are~ along the -- the road coming in. So --

Q. Do you know the 

A. It's Oak Meadow Drivu or Oak Meadow - -

MR . LEPORE: aoulevard . 

MR. GINTAUTAS: Oh Boulevard. OY.ay, 

BY MR . CHHAT"E: 

Q. Which one? 

A- Oak Meadow Boulevard. 

Q. Oki.'Jy. 

A. so this -- the pipeline ~- I don ' t know exactly, cr l've not 

been involved in trying to diq that up. I know there w~s a trench 

dug there at !:! om~ point in the earlier d~ys becau:1e I SilW the 

depression stLll. But we -- alonq two or three places, 1 t hink 

free St ate Reporting, Ine . 
(4l0) 974~0947 
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thre~ at lease, dlonq th~r~ w~ 
r~J , (/~ t;; 

got .« ati~ at ?. oc 3 fee t: of 100 

percent by meth~ne and in lhat earlier part o! the ~urvey when I 
"f'e? 

11 

wasn't there. And we wanted to reproduce that and also~ further 

define ll out to t his side. So so~e more points wore addPd to our 

soil survey out acros5 on tho w~st sido of Oak B~ulPvard there. 

And there were also some monitoring holes being ctrt1 ldd witl• 

another one of our staff was there . And he was supervising eh~t 

with thE> co .. nt. ractor us i n9 a U ttle -- a g~o prob() whieh l~ il sm 11 

dr illinq ~ on a tr.,Kk mounted rig. '!'hera Wi.IS also c:ont t'actor-!9 

for An~dnrko who wera doing something very ~imilar wi~h ~nolher. 

geo probe rig. And l -- I huve talked to them . I know who they 

are. We've worked-- they've worked for us too before. 

I mostly w(1.s thP.rc to coorct i nate wil.h the ~~ the conl r.actor 

that was doing the soil qas survey for us. And G$ the last thin~ 

we w~nt back to the thirct house in thot row whjch is iour, r 

think . Bu~ whdtcver the tirst numbers ~re, to check ehr b,ckyard 

to see if there were any levels of methane ln the -- in ther~ 

which we got background levels . Becau~e the -- the homcowne~ had 

asked u~ to, ~nd we did that ~s a - - I believe those were 

communicated to her that ~arne aCternoon by my sup~:rv.isor or my 

manager in Denver bec~use I had called Lhem ond ~ont them ~n em~il 

with information as wPll. 

1'hc:1t 's, you know, other than .i.nt:ernal discus~ions, t h~t' s 

been my part of the lnv@stlgatjon. I'm not -- you know, I ' m not -

- t was not there when ~he pipes wer~ exposed originally and t:hn3e 

F'ree State Reporting, lnc . 
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to just kind of either rule in or rule that oul as hcin9 anywher0 

similar to -- l can tell 9•:>nera 1 i ties ~bout t.h(.! sal O!i gas t.:hnt 

comns in. Bu~ nnd you can look it up. And I think you'd qa to 

Black ~ills Energy and they probably h~ve a an MSDS th l says 

their g~s they sell in the lines is 97 porc~nt methane. This g~s 

that we' rc• seeing is not tp percent methnne, I t.' s c.l lot less. 

You know, and the ratlo to the other hydrocarbons. Out J I 

it would 5til1 be better to have a real -- evan if we did it today 

it ' s still ~- I mean, you know, in the future Lt would still be a 

reasonable t.hing to do . 

BY MR. CHIIATRE:: 

o. Now you-- the-: ::~hale;-~ and I'm going to u~a the term shale 

gas fat simplicity. 

A. Sure. 

Q. Is shale gas cornposit ton any diffarcnt tnan thf) normtd 

vertical well composition for example, or wr>uld it l.ie pulled out; 

ln this area? 

l\ . Not really bec<'\use a tot; of the vertical~ are in th · :'\ame 

formations. A lot of the -- there "ire :;;orne different, some dP.~pc.r 

w~lls in the vertic~ls th~t the J-Sond LS a d~opor, older rock. 

It's been heated up more. It has a different isotopic 

composjtlon. lt's Rtill ~he generally wet ~bs that Lhe ga~~es in 

dry gasc!3. They ' rc not j\lSt mat hnne. 

methan~ gases tn southeq~tcrn Colorado and 

southwestern Co lorlldo are 99 . 9 percent rocthanC:. You don't see l•OY 

Free Stace Report1ng, Inc. 
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Q. For now if you have --

A. 1 -- the -- the -- I Look the watot samples out of the ~ump 

~nd the L?E contr~ctor who was there I thin~ at Anadarko's request 

colloct~d the gas sample for the fire department and had it 

analyzed. I think Anada~ko had it analy~cd. 

Q. And do you remember what d~y that was? 

A. That's the 27th. 

0. Yeah . 

A. April 27th. 

MR. LEPORE: Sorry may I? 

MR. PRUNK: Sure . 

AY MR. LEPORE;: 'frti7C h 
OJ ltavA you seen the results of the sample~ take-n from Lhe hon-+:-

r~fj/\l , L -~ -~ It s Matt epora. 

A. There wero french draln samples tRken on the 19th wh~n I 

wasn ' t there. I WAS -- that's from the house that burned. I hav~ 

seen Lhat. That was given to us I think by Anadarko or the fir~ -

- I don 't - - I think Anadarko paid fo r it to be done. I don ' t 

accually know who provided it to us . It wns shown to me very 

shortly after we got it, probably the 21st or something 11ke that. 

They were on ext~eme tush with the lab. All of us h~d t~ken him 

to the same lab essentially and they wcr.o overwhelmP.d out th~y dLd 

a very good job. 

I've seen that one. lt's, you know, different than -- I tonk 

a samplo from the French drain from the house next door which heid 

r:ree State Reportinq , In~. 
( 410) 97 4-0947 
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on the lOth h~d a gco prob~ which is a small push drill rig that 

can go down through soft things. And we puL Jn somr l-1nch hole~ 

down here , m~yb here, and lt string along here. And I don't know 

Chc oxc.H.:t d.istrtncc but we put in seve:rttl D) onq the baC'.;k of t:hesP. 

houses here. They were for -- to allow us to monitor better. 

Th .. ~y' re 10 feet deep. The :l foot of perforated _cas i r_g .. ~d tht'"n 
ben1G?n,Te 

the top part 1s q solid casing and there ' 5 ~om~ nec r Q t Q h L seal ~t 

the -- the 5 feet so that it will -- won ' t be getting oxyqPn down 

tnta the hole. They have « cap on them. w~·re cryJng to build a 

little sampling port so we can get data on~ rou~in· basi~. 

And 1 think John --my suporvisor's phn was muyb~ to got 

that done daily for a little while. We also put in u ~ouple 

2-inch holes over here that were designed to be vent hal0o so thae 

gllscs come up l.n t:he high~= part:.. I t.hink t.h i $ geoscientist wh:1c h 

wa~ who was doing H similar study fo~ Anadarko was doinq someth1n9 

similar. I don ' t know that they'd finJ~hcd that whon I le tt on 

the t~nt:h. And I h.1vcn't conversed with nnybody about that sine• 

then. 

They reportud to me when we were thore ~hot che qrn~tcst 

concentr.ation o! methane, or of combustible gases, 11•t ' o put it 

lhut wny, was DC abouc 20 teet in the -- thut hole that they put 

in there . Which I'm not really sure what depth t ha pipe11n0 was 

evc1· at. That's pnrt of my-- I'm surprised by it being at.: depth 

because the gas should try to -· it's buoyant. It should be 

coming up through the soil. 

free State Rnporting, Inc. 
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1 BY MR. ClllJATR£: 

2 Q. This is-- Lhis is Ravl. So near the O~k MeadowH, we are 

3 sti11 getting g~s readings ot th£. depth ot 80 feet you sa1ct? 

4 A. 20. 

s Q. 20 feet. 

6 1\. 20. 

7 Q. And what are the reddinqs? 

8 A. I do not know what they had. They just. told me the highest 

9 reading they got in the hol~ WHS at 20 feet. 1 just -- I don'~ 

10 have i'\ number tor you. 

11 o. Okay. 

12 A. I just don ' t know . And they had wandc~ed &bout 26 feet and 

13 that probably -- compared to coming up, that.' s probably o barrier 

14 to most of tho q~s migrat1on if there is really a wat@r table 

15 thc:rc with water. in the -- in the shallow ~'lquafer. That would be 

t 6 ::ometh i.ng we ate I know we've considered and I don't where it 

17 ~tands. And wr've tDlked about putting in -- potentially putting 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

in some mon1toring wells to sec what is 1n the water, if it'e 

methane or if Chete's, you know, m~th~nc j9 -- could be traveling 

in ;t plume. 

We'v~ had one instance in Colorado that we know o! where 

24 about 12, 15 years Ago. 

25 Q. This is n~tural gas slippiny out, no -- no leaks tram 

tree State Reporting, Inc. 
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1 A.. Yeah. 

2 Q. ~- CBM type of gas? (lndisce~nible). 

3 A. Yeah, yeah. We know what isotopic -- we have a lot of da~a 

4 from that both from coal cores done by the USGS, Z5 -- some length 

5 of timA ago. Jt has a much different isotopic signature. And it 

6 also is basieally 100 percent methane. No --

7 Q. So the vatiability that you think you're seeing in the gas 

8 then would logically lead you to conclude that it's either from a 

9 single source being degraded by heat or some other interference 

10 that you haven't yet figured out or you've got potentially a 

11 second source that you haven't accounted for. 

12 'A. Yes. Those are two working hypotheses, right. 

13 Q. Okay . So I just want to make sure I c~ptured what you're --

14 A. Right those arc -- you know, if -- in monitoring over som~ 

15 
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25 

length of time, we don't' see reductions in the soil gas 

concentrations, that leads to the other -- the -- the second p~rt 

of that that maybe there ls another well, another pipe/ a natural 

seep. We've not seen natural. seeps of gas. from thal deep in --in b .. 
well -- you know, in this part ot the , ( il'tr.li :=!~t~b~ . I don'~ 
there are places in the world where gas comes up from depth~ liko 

that to the surface and causes problems. 

I -- I don't -- it doesn't-- it doesn't necessarLly not 

happen here but we don't -- we've never been able to find ~ny. 

We've done -- so l'rn actually looking about it because we -- we've 

actually considered that as a possibility Cor some of the water 

?ree Stat~ Reporting, Inc. 
(410) 974-0947 



GO 

1 A. Yeah. 

2 MR. LEPORE: Same d~y. 

3 MR. GINTAUTAS: I h~d to look it up. I re~lly didn'L -- I 

4 was down there. ! rPmembrred i~ was the middle of April ~nd I had 

5 to look in our records because I didn't really believe it. Yeah. 

6 MR. LEONARD: (Indiscernible). 

7 MR. GINTAUTAS: Yedh. 

B MR. LEONARD: One y~ar to the dDte in the ~amr Lown, but it 

9 was totally unrclat~d. 

10 MR. GINTAUTAS: Yeah. 

11 BY MR. McBRIDE: 

12 Q. Utility gas, you hav~n't yet seen the analy~is? 

13 1\ . l have not. I h:~~Ji;ts~~Y -- not any trom s1•mpling. r -- I 
I think th~t John ....(..ph...:) who's my supervisor, went out and ===] 14 

15 iound their MSDS sheet f or what the product th~t they provide. 

16 And it had a range. An~ l thi~k was maybe 95 co 9~ percent 

1/ methane, and, you know, thry moy not hav~ ev~n Dai~ whut the other 

18 parts were. Th~t's not the ratio we're seeing in Lhcse. That's a 

19 pretty dry gas. And -- And that's what I'd "xpvct to get -- to 

20 got the 1,000, 1,010, 1,020 BTU per cubic f•)Ot. Y011 cnn ' t. nave 

21 that; much propnne in t.httt -- in t.hat methan~ in there . Their BTU 

2~ content is quite n bit higher. 

23 Q, Well while you wo~a on sitr hove you -- dJ~ you hear anybody 

~4 reference or talk ubout the utility backed gas, b~sically u~ility 

?.5 companies responding seraight tram the pip~lin~ (indiscernible) 

rree State Reporting, Inc. 
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25 degrees it's about -- f ' vc used it in lab~ he re. Jt's -- it 1
$ 

a liq~id , b~t it boils away very rapidly in -- in ~he ~oom. Ie's 

noL very useful here Ln Colorado. It is still liquid at this kif'lc;i 

ot temperature qt ~e~ Jevel because there's more p~essure. So I 

don 't -- I think pentane would still come up. lt just might take 

longer. 

Q. aut you don't believe it can go down, right ? 

A. I ~- I don't 

Q. Because it's kind of --

A. -- think it's that -- it's still a gas probaply here b@c~u ~ · 

the pressure. T thjnk the gases are going to b~ buoy~nt comparee 

to Welter. 

Q, But should that be any kind of liquid 1n the lin~? What will 

h~ppen? An actu6l liquid, like crude? 

A. It probably would go down with rain, you know, water 

pe~colating through the soils chere and go into the water t~ble 

dnd that ' s one oE the rea~ons to think about havinq a -- a 

monitoring well. 

Q. And how -- how frequent Js it for liquid to com~ associated 

wilh those gC~s ln t he produced well? Xs Lhat common. 

A. ,I..t is in -~ but l t -- r th.ink this rnil y hilJ;, bGct) u:t'ter, if r 

understood it , this g~s \o~(ls after the ;r~r;~ mCbe. l'm not. 

sure of that. 

MR. LEONARD: T'm sorry? 

MR. GlNTAUTAS: It· s the gas that wa.~ ln t.h~t line after the 

r.ree State Reporting, Inc . 
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Q. Okay. 

A. I don ' t -- I don ' t know enough about th8t particular we_l and 

whether, you know, J didn't -- I've looked at the producti on or if 

I don't remember. it .It made liquids, much liqujds ot' n )t, In 

t~rms of hydrocarbon liquJds I don'~ think it did. But there 

still is a heavier compon~nt in the qas pha~c. 

Q, Okay. 

A. And and that could go in another dlrecti cn. 

MR. AJIBOYE! That's it. I ' m done. 

MR. CHHATRE: Okay . 

MR. LEONARD: T have a que~tlon . 

MR. CHHATRE: Go aneud. 

BY MR . LEONARD: 

Q. Mike Leonard. Peter, on this -- on this drawing of -- of tht 

s ubd ivision you notice there's a -- there's a line t.hat s~ys, 

e xist ing gas line to be -- wha~ does it say? Relocated? 

'/\. Yes. 

Q. o kay. Do you know if that l i~s ~ll thcr'!? 

cl d . 'd h' I do not. l looked at t his. -stewa~t ha thts out$l e t l3 A. 

mnrning. And we Jookcd at it . ~nd I d~n · t. That -- that's why T 

hav~ Duke (ph.) in my head dnd not-- DCP in my hPnd and not 

0. My second question would be --

A. I don't know. 

Q. -- where the Qxisting current flow line or the -- the olct 

fl ow lines, whero they cross, is that-- if that lin•~ WllSn't 

frpo State Reporting , Inc. 
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l relocited, is that potentially near where --

2 A. Y.es, yes, it is. 

3 o. Okay. And would thP 9as composition be the same in that 

4 line'? 

5 A . lt it could still b~. If it ' s on th~ir way to the gas 

6 plant, not on their WdY to - - after the gas plant --

7 Q. 

8 A. 

9 Q . 

10 A. 

11 Q . 

12 A. 

13 Q, 

14 A. 

15 Q. 

16 1\. 

17 o. 

On the way back. 

tf it I~ 

If it's being gathered, not --

Yes, yes. 

It could be th~ --

Yes. 

The composition could be the same. 

Yes, it could . 

So we could throw this back at 

And then yeah . 'l'h~t·s 

Maybe he could qo 

117 

18 'A. Right, ye~. That lhat one -- there is a marker rtqht hero 

19 today and it says it's Black Hills 8nergy. Rlght ~t this corner. 

20 I -- I saw it the other day and l -- I watched the utility -- I --

21 I didn't know whose it was and I watched tho utility locates guy 

22 go up to i1: . And I I - - we went over af~erw~rds and it said i~ 

23 ~as Black Hills Energy . R\ght at this corn~r of fJr~stone 

Boulevard. 

Q. Have you been to th@. -- the tDnk battery? 

Free Stale Reporting, Inc. 
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of • -- you know, if it comes to be somathi~

0
~ H lt ' s the 

1 
. Je :....t..,tr, 

inP qolng to ll gas plant where they do the #rtd scpara~:e 

e~hane, propane off to sell separately the composition would look 

very similar to whal we see now . If it ' s after the g~~ plant and 

jL's on its way back to somebocty to sell --buy it then j~ would 

probably be th~ m~thane mjx that we're t~lking aboul with the 

1,000 or 1,050 BTU contenc. That's not what we're ~coin~. 

So I - - 1 don . t -- l mcull r just don It -- so fdr thl"l:r'(: I g 

nothing indicating a higher level - - you know, a rnQth~ne -- a high 

meth~na ~oncentr~tion that'~ only with che gas of 1,000 or 1,050 

B'l'Us. The -- the calC'l~lations that I Si.l.W from the Qi'I:S f'ilrnpl~s 

from the soil were like th~ if it was pure hydroc~rbon3 it 

wonl d huve been 1, 300 f3TUs. Thilt 's probtlbly vp,ry muc.:h lil<~ thn 

production go~ --

Q. Okay. 

A. -- that w~ h~v~ samples for.. 

0. And wh~t is your second hypothesis? You say t:hAt; t.:hut's ottt: 

hypoth~sis. 

A. Well that's-- those nrc t~.o1o really . ·rht:>y're two-" 

Q. Which onC'"? 

A. It's been shut off 01 it hasn't been shut off. 

Q. Ok~y . All riqht . 

A. You know. 

Q. Now, going back now you sa1d the readings ate not dccrca~iny, 

So all the re~oinos we have taken so far, all of ~hem arc not 

Free State Report~ng, Inc. 
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