
O ctober 5, 2016

R esponses to questions from  R ick N arvell, H um an Perform ance Investigator, N TSB

Q uestion N o. 1


"C ody w as w orking in O klahom a C ity for Fred Jones M anufacturing in O klahom a C ity. A 


fam ily m em ber w orked for the B N SF railroad and encouraged C ody to change jobs. C ody

applied and w as initially hired for a position in the track departm ent. Shortly after he started to

w ork for the railroad he changed departm ents to becom e an engineer.

"I not know  his exact hire date or his seniority dates on the railroad."

Q uestion N o. 2


M rs. O w ens does not recall specifically C ody's w ork/r st schedule for the 96 hours (four days)

before the accident. She does not rem em ber w hen he had w orked prior to being called to w ork

the m orning of June 28, 2016.

"C dy did not w ork on June 27, 2016, and the fam ily spent the day together in A m arillo, TX .


The entire fam ily-C ody, m e, Zackry and R iley w ent to A m arillo to have dinner w ith Ty, our

oldest son, w ho w as living in A m arillo. I believe w e w ent to the H ofbrau Steakhouse and then to


a m ovie. It w as an earlier show . A fter the m ovie w e all returned to C laude, T X  C ody and Ty

w orked on their project, a 1976 D odge pickup truck on the drivew ay, until approxim ately 10:00


p.m .


"I fell asleep that evening around 10:30 p.m . and C ody w ent to bed before M idnight.

"Shortly after 6:00 a.m . C ody w as dressed for w ork and w oke m e. W e visited - sm all talk-and

he gave m e a kiss 'goodbye'. H e left around 6:30 a.m . because he said he had to get to w ork."

Q uestion N o. 2(a)

"Y es, there w ere tim es w hen C ody w ould say that he w as tired from  his w ork on the railroad.


Every railroader is tired and fatigued at som e tim e because that is w hat happens w hen you w ork

on the railroad. H ow ever, he did not com plain of being 'extrem ely tired or fatigued'. C ody


alw ays w anted to get his rest before going to w ork. H e recognized that the dem ands of his job

required him  to be rested and there w ould be situations w hen his rest tim e w ould change and be

shortened 
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"C ody never experienced sudden w eaknesses caused by em otional stress. H e did not have w hat

m ost people w ould consider to be 'norm al tim es' for retiring and w aking because he w orked a


pool tum  and did not have regular w ork tim es. W hat w as norm al for C ody w ould be to w atch

the w ork board and try to estim ate w hen he w ould go out. H e alw ays w anted to be rested.

"C ody w as not a night person. R est w as a priority for him  and he slept w henever he could to get

his rest. In fact, w e kept a 'dark room ' for him  in the house for that reason. H e w ould try to get

his rest w hen he got hom e from  a trip because he knew  he could get 'called out' again for a train.

Stroud, his allergy doctor, at Q uail C reek Ear, N ose and Throat, A m arillo, TX , and w as given a


m ask and m achine because he snored. H e hardly ever used it. C ody had problem s w ith his

tonsils and they w ere rem oved w hen he w as 50. A fter he had his tonsils rem oved he never used

the m ask although he still snored.

"The only tim es he com plained of daytim e sleepiness w ould be after he had w orked all night on

the railroad. H e never dozed off w ith little or no w arning w hile eating, driving or in public. H e

never com plained of w aking up and not being able to m ove."

Q uestion N o. 3


"C ody w as a healthy person. H e w as the kind of person w ho w as alw ays 'ready to go'.

"I know  C ody took prescription m edication for a thyroid problem  and cholesterol control and

Zyrtec for allergies. H e took Synthroid, the thyroid m edication, 150 m cg., each m orning. I


know  it w as a daily dosage and I believe he had been taking the m edication for the past 10 to 15


years. The doctor told him  his problem  w as genetic.

"H e took Sim vastatin, the cholesterol m edication, 40 m g., for the past 15 to 20 years. H is

cholesterol w as under control. Zyrtec w as a preventative/m aintenance dosage. H e w as taking

one tablet a day for about one m onth.

"C ody also had prescriptions for C ialis, 20 m g., prescribed in July 2015; A ndroG el lotion, 20.25

m g., prescribed in July 2015; and, N uvigil, 150 m g., 1 tablet daily, prescribed in M ay 2016.

"I do not have any of C ody's prescription m edications or can tell you w hen they w ere last filled

or the num ber of pills left in the container. C ody carried his m edications w ith him  and w ere

probably in his grip on the engine w hen he died.
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"Personally, I noticed no adverse effects from  any m edications that C ody w as taking."

Q uestion N o. 4


"C ody and I m et w hen I w as 16 years old and he w as 18 years old. H e hardly ever had a beer or


anything else because I did not and do not drink. In the past several years, on an occasional

w eekend, he drank one or tw o beers ifhe w as bbqing.

"C ody did not use illegal drugs."

Q uestion N o. 5


"C ody and I had a strong m arriage. W e had our challenges and w e w orked those issues out of

our m arriage. C ody provided a good incom e and w e w ere able to m eet our financial obligations.

"Several fam ily m em bers died betw een 2010 and 2014, and it w as not easy w hen they died. A t

the tim e of C ody's death there w ere no excess stresses in C ody's life that I am  aw are of that m ay

have distracted or preoccupied him ."

Q uestion N o. 6


"C ody had good vision. H e could see things in the distance but he started to need glasses for


reading. H is glasses w ere a w eak prescription and he w ore his glasses infrequently.

"C ody w ore hearing aids. H e has w orn them  for several years. H e got the hearing aids in

A m arillo at Livingston A udiology and H earing A id C enter, 1600 C oulter Street. I don't know

the exact m odel but they w ere expensive."

Q uestion N o. 7


"C ody w as not one to com plain. W hen he had a job to do he w ould do it. H e had a good attitude

about w orking on the railroad. H e knew  he w ould be able to provide for us, his fam ily. H is only

com plaint about w orking on the railroad w as that e w as m issing tim e w ith the fam ily.


"M any r ilroaders told m e that he w as one of the best to w ork w ith and did his job the right w ay.


People told m e at the funeral service for C ody that he w as alw ays a pleasure to w ork w ith. "




Q uestion N o. 8
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"The only railroad incident that I am  aw are of w as a speeding violation. I believe it happened

around O ctober 14, 2015. I think C ody w as given 30 days suspension for that violation. The


railroad should have the inform ation."

Q uestion N o. 9


"I have no further inform ation to add to the investigation."

C ynthia L. O w ens 

Signature




