
Acc i d en t:  P a n h a n d l e , TX (DCA-1 6-F R -008)

I n te rvi ew of M rs .  Don n a Sm i th  ( spou se of con d u ctor BN SF ea stbou n d tra i n  tra i n S-LACLP C1 -2 6K )

 Th e fo l l owi n g i s a summ a ry of an i n te rvi ew con d u cted of M rs .  Don n a Sm i th , th e spou se of th e


con d u ctor of BN SF ea stbou n d tra i n  S-LACLP C1 -26K .  P resen t a t th i s i n te rvi ew were :

 

 M rs .  Don n a Sm i th

 Lawson F .  N a rve l l , J r .  - N TSB

 M i ch a e l  Sab l e - Rep resen ta ti ve for M rs .  Sm i th

 Kam ron Sau n de rs - SM ART

 On Au gu st 23 , 201 6 th e spou se of th e con d u ctor of BN SF ea stbou n d tra i n S-LACLP C1 -26K was


i n te rvi ewed i n  Am a r i l l o , TX to p rovi d e re l eva n t i n form a ti on perta i n i n g to h i s b a ckgrou n d .  Th e fo l l owi n g


i s a summ a ry of th a t i n te rvi ew i n  th e con text of H um an P er form an ce a rea s of i n te rest.   

 1 .  R a i l roa d ba ckgrou n d .  Wh en a sked abou t h i s ra i l road ca ree r , M rs .  Sm i th  sa i d th a t th e


con d u ctor ’ s fa th e r h ad worked for th e ra i l roa d , th a t th e con d u ctor began h i s ca ree r a s a swi tchm an an d


th a t i n  Ap r i l  201 6 h e m a rked 39 yea rs wi th  th e ra i l road , most recen tl y as a con d u ctor .  

 2 .  Work/rest sch ed u l e .  M rs .  Sm i th  sa i d th a t th e weeken d before th e acc i d en t, th e con d u ctor


a rr i ved home Sa tu rd ay n i gh t, tim e u n reca l l ed an d rem a i n ed h ome a l l  d ay Su n d ay.  Sh e sa i d th a t abou t


3 : 40 p .m th e day before th e acc i d en t, Ju n e 27
th
, th e con d u ctor l e ft a m essage on h er ce l l p h on e th a t h e


was du e to go to work at 1 : 00 a .m . , a n d th a t h e was getti n g ready for bed .  Sh e sta ted sh e spoke wi th


h im a t abou t 5 : 00 p . m .  an d th a t wh en sh e a r r i ved h om e abou t 8 : 00 p . m .  h e was s l eep i n g.  Sh e reca l l ed


h ea r i n g h im tak i n g a sh ower a t abou t 4: 00 a .m .  th e fo l l owi n g day, Ju n e 28
th
, th e day of th e acc i d en t.  Sh e


added th a t h e u su a l l y wa s away from home for 36 hou rs (work i n g/s l eep i n g) , a n d h om e for 48 h ou rs .   

 3 .  H ea l th .  M rs .  Sm i th  ch a ra cte r i zed th e con d u ctor ’ s h ea l th  a s good .  Sh e sa i d th a t h e u sed to


con sum e a l coh o l , b u t stopp ed d r i n k i n g i n  201 3 .  a l th ou gh  h e con ti n u ed to h ave an occa s i on a l  bee r ( n o


fu rth e r i n form a ti on ) .  H e d i d n ot u se i l l i c i t d ru gs .  H i s most recen t ph ys i ca l  exam i n a ti on  before th e


acc i d en t occu r red i n  201 6 , an d th a t th e ph ys i c i a n  ch ecked h i s l i ve r a t th a t tim e ( n o fu r th e r i n form a ti on ) .

Sh e sa i d th a t h e n ever men ti on ed be i n g ti red /fa ti gu ed .  Sh e sa i d th a t h e wore p rescr i p ti on  l en se gl a sses


for 30 yea rs .  H e h ad no d i ffi cu l t i e s wi th  h i s h ea r i n g.   Rega rd i n g h i s u se of m ed i ca ti on s , sh e p rovi d ed th e


fo l l owi n g i n form a ti on :

 



     P rescr i p ti on m ed i ca ti on s :  

                    Tem a zep am , 30m g ( a s n eeded for s l eep , gen e ra l l y on ce per d ay)

                   Fu rosem i d e , 40m g ( a s n eed ed for swe l l i n g i n  feet, gen era l l y on ce per day)

                    Sp i ron o l a cton e , 1 00m g ( for swe l l i n g i n  feet, don ' t kn ow wh en th i s on e was added )

                   Gab apen ti n , 400m g ( a s n eed ed for n erve pa i n  i n  feet, bu t h e d i d n ' t th i n k th ey h e l p ed so h e


ra re l y took th em )

 N on -p rescr i p ti on  m ed i ca ti on s :  

                    M rs .  Sm i th  sa i d th a t a fte r th e acc i d en t sh e fou n d a bottl e of M e l a ton i n , wh i ch  h ad exp i red .


l ead i n g h er to su rm i se th a t th e con d u ctor h ad n ' t u sed i t.   Sh e a l so sa i d sh e fou n d a con ta i n e r of

"M i dN i te D ru g-free s l eep a i d "  an d th a t i t con s i s ted me l a ton i n , l emon ba l m , ch amom i l e & l a ven de r .  Sh e


p rovi d ed no i n form a ti on a s to wh eth e r h e h ad u sed e i th e r of th em before th e acc i d en t.  

 4.  Add i ti on a l  i n form a ti on .  M rs .  Sm i th  sa i d th a t sh e was n ot awa re th a t th e con du ctor


exper i en ced u n d u e stress , wa s p reoccu p i ed or u n rea son ab l y d i stra cted wi th  an yth i n g i n  h i s l i fe .  Wi th


rega rd s to work i n g for th e ra i l roa d , sh e sa i d sh e was n ot awa re of an y p rob l em s/d i ffi cu l t i e s h e h ad wi th


co-worke r s or su pe rvi sor s .  Sh e was u n awa re i f h e h a s p revi ou s l y worked wi th th e en gi n ee r (M r .  Owen s)


before th e acc i d en t.   

      




