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CORONERS _X_ 

On 9-23-13 at approximately 1902 hours, I was di spatched to a possible plane crash in 
the area of Highway 20 and Highway 16. I responded from the Sheriffs Office in Colusa. 
While in route dispatch informed me that the reporting party could see black smoke just 
north of Highway 20. 

At approximately 1918 hours, I aiTived on scene. There weremultiple CHP units, fi re 
trucksJ and ambulances already on scene. 

I talked to two men that told me they had witnessed the plane flying over Highway 20. 
The first man I talked to was Joesph Dennis Rossetti. Rossetti was in a vehicle traveling 
west on Highway 20. He was with a man named Robert Michael Dittner Eisenhauer. 
Rossetti told me the following in summary: 

We were driving westbound on Highway 20 at about 7 p.m. when we noticed a 
plane flying north over Highway 20. The plane was flying ve1y fast and very low. I had 
just suggested that we passed the car in front of us when we noticed the plane and 
decided to watch the plane instead because of how low and fast it was flying. As we were 
watching the plane, the plane struck the power lines that are just to the north. The next 
thing I know the plane went behind the little hill to the north and we started see black 
smoke. I told Robert to calL 911 and we started hiking towards the smoke. When we got to 
the top of the hill, we could see that the plane was on fire. When we passed under the 
power lines I noticed debris from the plane. There was a large amount of glass under the 
lines. The grass around the plane was also on fire. We could not see anyone around the 
plane so we continued until we got close enough to see that there was a person inside the 
plane. It was pretty clear to me that the person was not alive. I yelled out to see if anyone 
else was around but did not see or hear anything. End 

f looked to the north and noticed that there was still what appeared to be a piece of the 
plane hanging from the power lines. 

I asked Eisenhauer what he could recall of the prior events. His statement was concurrent 
with what Rossetti had told me. Eisenhauer added thal he estimated the plane was 
banking to the right at a 45 degree angle when it hit the powerlines. 
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I talked to Officer T. Williams(#l8895) of the Williams CHP. He told me the following 
msummary: 

I was the firsr person ro reach the plane. When I got there, there ·were still flames 
on the plane. I used my fire extinguisher to put out the flames. I had to put out the flames 
of the burning body twice. 1 put the .flames of the burning tire out three times. It was clew 
to me !hat there was no sign of life from the person that was in the plane. End 

Officer Williams told me that he had to hike about three quarters of a mile to the north to 
reach the plane. 

Lt. Maxey arrived and hiked into the crash site. 1 stood by on the side of the road and 
waited for a Ranger 6 wheeler to arrive. 

When the Ranger 6 wheeler arrived, I rode into the crash site. The GPS coordinates of the 
power Hnes are N39.06.38.7 W122.18.40. 1. To the north approximately .15 of a mile was 
the crash site. The coordinates of the plane are N40.24.54.3 W122.32.06.9. 
Approximately 75 feet to the south of the plane is what appears to be the area of impact 
The coordinates ofthe area of impact are N39.7.47 W122.13;22. 

r aiTived at the crash site at 2116 hours. 

The plane was in an area of bumt grass. There was debris spread throughout the burnt 
grass and in the surrounding area. South of the plane approximately 45 feet was the 
propeller. Just to the north of the plane approximately I 0 feet there was what appeared to 
be some sort of medical supplies and just to the east ofthe plane approximately 3 feet 
there was what appeared to be an oxygen bottle. The bottle was green. The plane 
appeared to hit the ground and flip, coming to rest upside down. 

Most of the plane was burnt up. The plane had come to rest upside down with the tail to 
the north. The tail number of the plane was N67GM. In the wreckage I could make out 
the cockpit but most of the medal was mangled. 
in the The bo was not in the 

articles of clothing or jewelry on the body. 

With assistance from members of Cal Fire and Colusa Fire, we moved the wing of the 
plane just enough so we could remove the body. The wing that was to the east was movec 
approximately 3 feet to the south. We placed the body into a bag and tTansported the 
body back to the road. When we removed the body, a wallet was located on the ground. 
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The wallet was lying underneath the body and appeared to be on the body ' s person when 
the plane crashed. The wallet was a brown leather wallet that had only slightly been 
bw·nt. I took possession of the wallet. 

At 2230 I left the crash site along with al l other personnel. We transported the body back 
to the road via the Ranger. When I returned to the Highway 20, I released the body to 
Mcnary Moore Funeral Services. 

Sgt. Contreras met Mcnary Moore at Colusa Regional Medical Center for X-Rays of the 
body. The X-Rays showed that the body had a knee replacement. 

Sgt. Contreras also left a message to have an autopsy done on the body. 

I returned to Colusa County Sheriffs Dept. and found a California Driver's license in the 
wallet. The name on the l.D. was Lester Baber out of Willows Ca. The plane was also 
registered to Baber. I contacted the Glenn County Sheriffs Office and asked if they had 
any inf01mation on Lester Baber. They told me he had been arrested in Willows in 2003. 
I contacted Willows Police Department and they informed me that it was noted in the 
an·est report that Baber had a knee replacement on his left knee. An officer from Willow:: 
Police Department went by Baber's house and was unsuccessful in contacting anyone. I 
exhausted all other options to find a next of kin to notify. 

Throughout the entire investigation I took photographs that were later booked into 
evidence at the Colusa County Sheriffs Dept. I also booked the Wallet into evidence. 

FAA and NTSB were notified of the plane crash. 
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Violation: 
Classification: Coroners investigation 

Victim: Baber, Lester Clark 

On 09-23-13 at about 1925 hours I was called out from my residence by Sgt. Contreras. 
He told me there was a report of a plane crash near SR 20 just into the foothills. I 
responded to the scene. Upon arrival I spoke to fire personnel. They stated that the plane 
had crashed about y; mile North of SR 20. The plane had caught fire and there was one 
deceased person in the wreckage. A quick search of the area revealed no additional 
victims. 

There was no cell service at the location of the incident command. When Sgt. Contreras 
arrived I had him tell dispatch (by phone) to notify NTSB, FAA and attempt to get a 
registration on the tail number that was provided by fire personnel who were with the 
aircraft. I walked to the scene of the actual crash to determine what equipment would be 
needed to extricate the body. 

Sgt. Bradwell and Deputy Lausten arrived on scene with the needed Coroners equipment 
and some fire related extrication equipment. After receiving word from the NTSB that w 
could remove the body, the body was removed and released to the custody of McNary 
Moore funeral home pending an autopsy. Due to the fact that the plane was registered to 
Lester Baber, and we found a wallet on the deceased person with I.D. also belonging to 
Lester Clark Baber. 

09-24-13 at about 0940 hours I learned the possible deceased person's son was Mike 
Baber of Willows. I learned that he had received a text that stated his father's plane had 
crashed and Mike had left work. I phoned Mike. I told him that there had been a plane 
crash involving his father's plane. I asked Mike if his father shared flight time with any 
partners or if his father Lester was the only one who flew the plane. Mike told me h.is 
father was the only person who flew the plane. Mike told me his father kept the plane at 
the Willows airport. I asked Mike if his father had any medical procedures that he knew 
of. Mike told me that he thought his father had at least one if not both knees replaced in 
the past. He did not know who the doctor was that did the procedure. Mike told me that 
his father's dentist last name was Thodas and he was out of Willows. 

I told Mike that there were some definite similarities between his description and actions 
of his father plus other evidence we found at the scene that would indicate that the 
deceased person very well could be his father. I told Mike I did not feel comfortable 
making that 1 00% identification at this time. Mike said he understood. I asked Mike if he: 
would attempt to find out who the doctor or facility was that did the knee replacement. 
He said he would. Mike also said he would notify the rest of his family. 

Lt. Shane Maxey #78 
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I spoke to V ann McKinney of the NTSB. He said he was not responding to the scene but 
FAA would be. I later spoke to Peter Makhoul of the FAA. We agreed to meet about 
1200 hours in Williams so I could take him out the actual crash site. Myself and Sgt. 
Bradwell met with FAA investigator Peter and Tony. We drove to the crash site. They 
examined the site for their investigation. Sgt. Bradwell took additional photographs of the 
site. We also took another reading of the GPS location of the actual crash site. The one 
listed on the front page of the narrative drafted by Deputy Lausten is in correct. 

I spoke to Dennis James of Plain Parts. He is responsible for the recovery of the plane 
wreckage. I gave his office the phone number of the property owner to help facilitate the 
route to the site for the actual recovery of the wreckage. 

I spoke to John Dailey ofPG&E. He is the officer in charge ofthe PG&E side of the 
investigation. 

Sheriff's Technician Fran Austin contacted the dentist office (Thodas) in Willows that 
Mike referred to. They had dental x-rays of Lester Baber that had been taken in 07-2013. 
They sent us the information to aid with identification. 

Lt. Shane Maxe #78 
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On 9/24/13 at 1017 hours, I contacted Melissa Baber, who is the daughter of Lester Clark 
Baber the deceased in regards to case# 2013-043. I was advised by Lt. Shane Maxey that 
he already notified the next to kin prior to my contact with Melissa. Melissa stated she 
had already heard something about what had happened but she didn't understand. I 
explained the circumstances to her and she provided me the following statement in 
summary: 

Yesterday aftemoon at around 2pm I spoke with my dad and he was not feeling well. He 
was supposed to go flying but didn't because of the way he was feeling. He never flies at 
night; it is always in the morning. If he feels bad but then gets better he will just take off 
and go fly. He is very spontaneous. He flies all the time. He had a knee replaced but I 
do not remember which one. 

On 9/24/13 at approximately 1230 hours, Lt. Shane Maxey and I met with two 
investigators from the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). We proceeded to the 
location of the plane crash in regards to Coroner's case# 2013-043. 

While on scene I took numerous photos of the debris field and last location of the plane. 
The photographs were copied to a disc and booked into evidence. While on scene I 
obtained GPS Coordinates for where the plane was located. The coordinates were 
39'7' 18"N and 122' 16' 14"W. These coordinates were taken from the center of the plane 
wreckage. 

Recommendation: 

Attach to case #20 13-043 
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