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P-R-O-C-E-E-D-I-N-G-S
(12:15 p.m.)

MR. HILLER: All right. Good morning. Mike
Hiller with the National Transportation Safety Board.
We are interviewing Maynard, last name Burl. This is
in reference to the Amtrak accident here in Cimarron
Kansas.

We'll go around the room and introduce
ourselves. To my left?

MR. CURRY: Sean Curry. I'm a highway
accident investigator with the National Transportation
Safety Board.

MR. BURL: Maynard Burl.

MR. MCMONIGLE: Pat McMonigle with the
Dysart Taylor Law Firm, attorneys for Cimarron.

MS. HILKER: Christi Hilker, attorney for
Cimarron Crossing Feeders.

MR. HILLER: Thank you all. Let me just
state for the record today is March 16, 2016 and it is
quarter after 12:00.

So, Maynard, what we would like you to do is
just characterize in your own words the events that led
to the movement of the truck on March 13, 2016. If
you've got any references of time, you could put those

in there in your characterization as well and it would
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be helpful.

MR. BURL: Okay. Sunday morning I'm
assuming between 9:00 and 10:00 I got a call from Kevin
at the mill that they had a truck incident. I came
out, the truck was parked back up at the mill. He told
me the air brake did not engage. I tried it.

I put it in gear and I couldn't move the
truck. He argued a little bit that it wasn't working.
Then we tried it again Monday morning at the start of
the day and it was still working. That's about all I
know about it.

MR. HILLER: Okay. So when you got that
call, who called you?

MR. BURL: Kevin, the mill man that was on
duty that day.

MR. HILLER: Okay. And then Kevin said
there's been an incident --

MR. BURL: At the feed vyard.

MR. HILLER: -- at the feed yard. Then what
did you do after that?

MR. BURL: I got in my pickup and came right
out here. I was probably here five minutes after he
called me.

MR. HILLER: Okay. Then what were you told

when you arrived?
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MR. BURL: I was told that the truck run
down through the field and just over the highway and
that he went down, backed it out, and drove it back up.
When I got here it was already parked. The muffler was
hitting the drive shaft a little bit so I pried it
down. That's all.

MR. HILLER: Okay. Did anyone mention that
the truck had came in contact with the railroad tracks
to you?

MR. BURL: No. Nobody mentioned that.

MR. HILLER: Did you go look at the path of
travel of the truck?

MR. BURL: Yes.

MR. HILLER: Did you go down to the highway?

MR. BURL: No, because they told me it was
just sitting over the edge of the payment.

MR. HILLER: Okay. How long have you been
working here?

MR. BURL: Since August 1lst.

MR. HILLER: Okay. Any incident like this
ever occur before?

MR. BURL: Not in my career.

MR. HILLER: Not in your career. And you
are the manager here?

MR. BURL: Yes.
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MR. HILLER: Okay. All right. You said you

parked it. When it was parked you started it up and

put the brake on?

MR.

BURL:

It was running when I got here

and it was sitting parked.

MR.

MR.

MR.

descriptive?

MR.

grain tanks.

MR.

MR.

MR.

MR.

MR.

facing?

MR.

MR.

MR.

MR.

MR.

MR.

HILLER

BURL:

HILLER

: Where was it?
Right at the mill.

: Can you be a little more

Is it on this side, the road side?

BURL:

HILLER:

BURL:

HILLER:

BURL:

HILLER:

BURL:

HILLER:

BURL:

HILLER:

BURL:

HILLER:

Well, it was right up against the

Which is --

The east side of the grain tanks.
The big gray things?

Yes.

The silos. Which way was it

It was facing --

Into the property?
Yeah.

Is that a hill area?
Small incline.

Okay. You got in and there

were no warning lights on or anything?

MR.

(202) 234-4433

BURL:

None whatsoever. I popped the
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air brake off, moved it a little bit, popped it on and
it locked it down completely. I even accelerated it to
see if I could move it and I couldn't move it.

MR. HILLER: How do you set a parking park
on that particular truck?

MR. BURL: Just pull the knob out of the
dash.

MR. HILLER: Okay.

MR. BURL: Air brakes.

MR. HILLER: And are there any sounds
associated with you pulling that knob out and
setting --

MR. BURL: Just a little air sound but
there's no warning.

MR. HILLER: Okay. So you hear a little

aire

MR. BURL: Yes.

MR. HILLER: Sort of a burst of air?

MR. BURL: Yes.

MR. HILLER: Okay. And as the truck sits,
does the truck -- if the truck isn't running, will the

air brakes still hold?
MR. BURL: Yes. They are designed if you
lose all your air, they automatically lock down.

MR. HILLER: Okay. Does the truck -- if the
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truck is idling and the air brakes are set, do you have

-- does it occasionally sit there and release air?
MR. BURL: Yes, if it's still running.
MR. HILLER: If it's still running-?
MR. BURL: Yes.

MR. HILLER: Okay.

MR. BURL: When the tanks get full it's got

a pop-off on it.

MR. HILLER: Got it. You said you had a
disagreement. You tested the break.

MR. BURL: Yeah.

MR. HILLER: You found that it worked to

your satisfaction.

MR. BURL: Right. Arturo (phonetic) is the

one that told me that the brake wasn't working.

MR. HILLER: And what was that conversation

between you and Arturo?
MR. BURL: He just said the brake wasn't

working. "Let me get in there and I'll test it."

I

tested it, got out, and he was still arguing with me it

wasn't working but it was working.

MR. HILLER: Was this after the incident
occurred?

MR. BURL: Yes, when I come to the feed

yvard.
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MR. HILLER: Had he ever come to you anytime
during that day with --

MR. BURL: I wasn't here during the day.

MR. HILLER: Oh, okay.

MR. BURL: I just come in and went out.
That's usually what I do on Sunday.

MR. HILLER: Got it. Has there ever been
any issues with maintenance of the equipment on this
feed lot?

MR. BURL: None whatsoever.

MR. HILLER: How would you characterize the
maintenance of this equipment?

MR. BURL: Excellent.

MR. HILLER: Why?

MR. BURL: Because my son has a maintenance
shop in town and it had been in there and I've got all
the receipts from what was done to it.

MR. HILLER: Okay.

MR. BURL: About roughly a month ago
sometime in January, a month and a half.

MR. HILLER: Okay. Very good.

Any further questions?

MR. CURRY: Good to go.

MR. HILLER: No further gquestions from me.

Do you have any last comments you'd like to make?
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MR. BURL: No, I sure don't.

MR. HILLER: This concludes the interview.
Thank you very much.

(Whereupon, the above-entitled matter went

off the record at 12:22 p.m.)
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