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BEFORE THE OIL AND GAS CONSERVATION COMMISSION 
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO 

li-J'THE M:A.TTER OF CHANGES TO THE ) 
RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE OIL ) 
ANQ GAS CONSERVATION COMMISSION ) 

CAUSE N0.1 

ORDER NO. 1 R-92 
OF THE STATE OF COLORADO ) 

REPORT OF THE COMMISSION 

Pursuant to a hearing before the Oil and Gas Conservation Commission on 
Degember 2, 2002 in Suite 801, The Chancery Building, 1120 Lincoln Street, Denver, 
Colorado,·the Oil and Gas Conservation Commission promulgated amendments to its 
Rutes and Regulations to amend Rules in the 100, 300, 500, 600, 700, 800, 1000 and 
1100 Series. Said Rules should henceforth read as attached Exhibit A. 

Attached, as Exhibit B, is a statement giving the basis and purpose of the revisions 
and additipns, and such statements are incorporated herein by reference. 

DQNE AND PERFORMED by the Oil and Gas Conservation Commission of the 
State of Colorado this 2nd day of December , 2002. 

D.ated at ~uite 801 
1140 Lincbln Street 
Denver, Colorado 80203 
Deqembe~ 2, 2002 

OIL AND GAS CONSERVATION COMMISSION . - . . ...... . 
Patricia C. Beaver, Secretary 



Exhibit A 

DEFINITIONS 
(100 Series) 

RECEIVED 
DEC 19 2002 

ELECTIONS/LICENSING 
SECRETARY OF STATE 

·3 so PM 
;g_ -~'--'.,- _,- _, j 

--!S~sJ;J(.QJLITY shall mean those facilities that process or compress natural gas after production-related 
-- ati)W~--s,wn)ch are conducted at or near the wellhead and prior to a point where the gas is transferred to 

-- acar.ner for transport ---:--'':--:! 
DRILLING, DEVELOPMENT, PRODUCING AND 

ABANDONMENT 

~!) __ 3, ____ 'CQGCC Form 2. APPLICATION FOR PERMIT-TO-DRILL, DEEPEN, RE-ENTER, OR 
R(;~QMPL~TE, AND OPERATE 

>;;;- , __ g:- lr'll;Qmplete applications. Applications for permit-to-drill which are submitted without the 
, -?JQe~es~liy attachments, the proper signature or the required information shall be considered 

__ ]ft\co'mpl:ete and shall not be approved__ The COGCC staff shall notify the applicant in not more than 
thirty (30) days of permit application receipt of such inadequacies __ The applicant shall then have thirty 

____ (30) days from the date which they were contacted to correct and/or provide requested information for 
,.-- -.that weil; otherwise the permit application shall be considered withdrawn and the fee shall not be 

-Fefunded. 
~: 

I 
304 •• , __ -- f'LN.,NCIA~ ASSURANCE REQUIRE~ENTS __ __ 
,,_ .·,·::. · PrJO~to dnllmg or assuming the operat1ons for a well an operator shall provide financial assurance 

in qccon:Jand,e with the 700 Series rules. When an operator's existing wells are not in compliance with the 
vo'b:;~£W~~. the Director may withhold action on an Application for Permit-to-Drill, Form 2, until such time 
a§ ,<:fn"¢aringl on the permit application is held by the Commission. Such hearing shall be held at the next 
re§~l~rly sch:eduled Commission hearing at which time the matter can be legally heard. 

3.25 .. , - UNI)ERGROUND DISPOSAL OF WATER 
' 

m. _l;v,a(uation of written requests for public hearing. Written requests for public hearing before 
tl\!il;~omfnission by a person, notified in accordance with subparagraphs i. and j. of this rule, who may 
be.;diretfly and adversely affected or aggrieved by the authorization of the underground disposal into 
th.~\1$/J:iP?sed injection zone, shall be reviewed and evaluated by the Director in consultation with the 

. a~plicah\· Written protests shall specifically provide information on: 

-· ·~~- Po?{fble conflicts between the injection zone's proposed disposal use and present or future use as 
. · ,--ijsource!of drinking water or present or future use as a source of hydrocarbons, or 

~,: ",: - ! 
-··:__ t 

333. . SEISMIC OPERATIONS 
d, c6qcc Form 20A, Completion Report for Seismic Operations. A Form 20A shall be submitted 
tptlile Director within sixty (60) days after completion of the project. The report shall include: maps 

. · :< (W.illl ,a.;~cale not less than 1 :48,000) showing the location of all receiver lines, energy source lines and 
<'anys~o:!holes. Shotholes encountering artesian flow shall be indicated on the map. 

If th~ -P,rogram included any shotholes, then the completion report shall be accompanied by the 
· foliP.wing: 

,::--.~·->:--'· i 
. {1) · a''dertification by the party responsible for plugging the holes that all shotholes are plugged as 

prescribed by these rules and approved by the Director, and --- ,._·, __ ! 
':! l 



· · ~}'l,J:,.c,\.h,~}atitude and longitude of each shothole location. latitude and longitude values shall be 
'Wfftf!'rf!'(lced to the NAD 1927 and reported in decimal degrees to an accuracy of at least five (5) 

· ~;> ".;gt§C<ima~:places (e.g.; latitude 37.12345 N, longitude 104.45632 W), or reported in otherform as 
. ·".c•·i'(;~PP.J()IIE(d by the Drrector. If GPS technology IS ulilized to determme the latrtude and longrtude, all 

.. • .· ''(3f_?,f!ata shall meet the requrrements set forth 1n Rule 303.c.(4)a. through d . 
._:~''4{--: 

-~ :·""~ -,;_,,?. 
-. '~ 

i. 
j RULES OF PRACTICE AND PROCEDURE 

--,- ·-.:- _,.f. ' 

. 507,i;;', N-?~ICE FOR HEARING 

. b,' . : ·Noti~e for specific applications 
; ,, ! 

' (4) ! · Applications changing certain well location setbacks. For purposes of applications 
j•;; Jiia.t fhange the permitted minimum setbacks for established drilling and spacing units, notice of 
?·\J~.e.:application shall be served on those owners of contiguous or cornering tracts who may be 
" :a!fe.dted by such change. 

·-:-' ._ ·! 

plications for well location exception. For purposes of applications made for 
'~~i~:::;~~ to Rule 318., exceptions to legal locations within drilling and spacing units, or for an 
· 1 location to an existing order, notice of the application shall be served on the owners of 

.. :;9• uous or cornering tract toward which the well location is proposed to be moved, 
when the applicant owns any interest covering such tract, the person who owns the 

mi'"''~' estate underlying the tract covered by such lease shall also be notified. If there is more 
owner within a single drilling unit and the owners have designated a party as the operator 

behalf, notice shall be presumed sufficient if served upon the designated operator of the 
affE~C\Eld formation. 

Orders related to violations. With respect to the resolution of a Notice of Alleged Violation 
(N~JA,l{) through an Administrative Order by Consent (AOC), and to applications for an Order 

.Fir1dil1a Violation (OFV), notice shall be provided to the complainant and by publication in 
·ac1::o~cJimce with §34-60-108(4), C.R.S. 

PUBLIC FORUMS, HEARINGS ON APPLICATIONS FOR INCREASED 
AND PUBLIC ISSUES HEARINGS. 

~.Jl,J)_IjcaiJili·ty of.rule. Applications that would result in more than one (1) well site or multi-well 
nominal governmental quarter-quarter section or that request approval for 

would result in more than one (1) well site or multi-well site per forty (40) acre 
ernme.ntal quarter-quarter section, within existing drilling units, not previously authorized by 

(together an "application for increased well density") shall be subject to the provisions 

522. TO BE FOLLOWED REGARDING ALLEGED VIOLATIONS 
~a. Notice of Alleged Violation. 
• (4} If the Director, after investigating a complaint made in accordance with this Rule 

,. 522.<1.(1 ), decides not to issue a NOAV, the complainant may file an application to the 
. ·~ ,c:p~-~ission pursuant to Rule 503.b.(4), requesting the Commission enter an Order Finding 
. : . Vrofalion (OFV) 1n accordance wrth thrs rule. 

. --~-- - '" . -., .r 

603:'.'~p"f{lLliNG AND WELL SERVICING OPERATIONS AND HIGH DENSITY AREA RULES 
_-· . -.1 . 

. i~'·stdtewide well control equipment and other safety requirements. Well control equipment 
· . · and ~ther safety requirements are: 



. +'is) Blowout prevention equipment shall contain pipe rams that enable closure on the pipe 
fueing used. The choke line(s) and kill line(s) shall be anchored, tied or otherwise secured to 
·wrevent whipping resulting from pressure surges. 

FINANCIAL ASSURANCE AND ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSE FUND 
. i 

701-. ··.·.··SCOPE 
· · · ThE:J ~ules in this series pertain to the provision of financial assurance by operators to ensure the 

.!!!.lrt,Pi'fn3,ncej of certain obligations imposed by the Oil and Gas Conservation Act (the Act), §34-60-106 
. (·3\5)j(11')1 (12) and (17) C.R.S., as well as the use of the Environmental Response Fund (ERF), §34-60-

-·;;;., ~- ,---: --:>-- I 
12~ Q;R,S.,_as a mechanism to plug and abandon orphan wells, perform orphaned site reclamation, and 
remediation, land to conduct other authorized environmental activities. 
-- - i 

ao2. 

AESTHETIC AND NOISE CONTROL REGULATIONS 

NOISE ABATEMENT 
· ·· a.. i Oil and gas operations, including gas facility operations, shall comply with the following 

maxirrjum permissible noise levels for the predominant land use existing in the zone in which the 
operation occurs. Any operation involving pipeline or gas facility installation or maintenance, the use 

\of <! &jlling rig, completion rig, workover rig, or stimulation is subject to the maximum permissible 
· .·. n. b. i,s.·ejevels for industrial zones. In the hours between 7:00 a.m. and the next 7:00 p.m. the noise 

· ·, levels J)ermitted below may be increased ten (1 0) db{ A) for a period not to exceed fifteen (15) 
·· ...• niinut sin any one (1) hour period. 

:··- ! 

am 
ZONE 

, Residential 
i Commercial 

Light industrial 
Industrial 

' •• • I 

7:00 am to next 7:00 pm 

55 db(A) 
60 db(A) 
70 db{A) 
80 db(A) 

RECLAMATION REGULATIONS 

7:00 pm to next 7:00 

50 db(A) 
55 db(A) 
65 db(A) 
75 db{A) 

1'0U4<"cFifl!AJkRECLAMATION OF WELL SITES AND ASSOCIATED PRODUCTION FACILITIES 
a·,·\\f~IIJs"ites and associated production facilities. Upon the pl~gging and abandonment of a well, 
all p'1ts, \T)OUse and rat holes and cellars shall be backfilled. All debns, abandoned gathenng line nsers 

''<!tid :flowline risers, and surface equipment shall be removed within three (3) months of plugging a well. 
·All ~ccebs roads to plugged and abandoned wells and associated production facilities shall be closed, . . I 
graded <3nd recontoured. Culverts and any other obstructions that were part of the access road(s) shall 
be removed. Well locations, access roads and associated facilities shall be reclaimed. As applicable, 

. con"ip?clion alleviation, restoration, and revegetation of well sites, associated production facilities, and 
· .. '<;~cc]~~~·Joads shall be performed to the same standards as established for interim reclamation under 

R)cl~:1'Q03. Material may be burned or buried on the premises only with the prior written consent of the 
· ~tll'face I owner, and with prior written notice to the surface tenant. Such burning or burial shall be 
. subje-ct to applicable state and local law. All such reclamation work shall be completed within three (3) 

months len crop land and twelve ( 12) months on non-crop land after plugging a well or final closure of 
,associaled production facilities. The Director may grant an extension where unusual circumstances 
are encpuntered, but every reasonable effort shall be made to complete reclamation before the next 
local grqwing season. 

1103. ~B~NDONMENT 
1 

FLOWLINE REGULATIONS 

. ' 

3 



'' :S~s.f,,.gq¢h flowline· abandoned _in place must be disconnected from a". sources and supplies of natural 
,>•. ~g\1-il.~~:Qf!lroleum, purged of liqUid hydrocarbons, depleted to atmosphenc pressure, and cut off three (3) 
· .. · 'fe<9"~i;-~~!Qw &round surface, or the depth of the flowline, whichever is less and sealed at the ends. This 

.r'!;!'g_UiEerflo:]lj_shall also apply to compressor or gas plant feeder pipelines upon decommissioning or closure 
_gf.tal[oition pr all of a compressor station or gas plant. 
_,~~=--~·:r_,_ , 

i . 

_. "'-



ExhibitS 
STATEMENT OF BASIS AND PURPOSE 

CAUSE NO.1, ORDER NO. 1R-92 

100 Series 

"fh~ 1'@'9'.q,~ri~s of the Rules and Regulations of the Oil and Gas Conservation Commission 
provide~~,d~finitions used throughout COGCC regulations. 

The~~~~~Juthority for the promulgation of these rules is found in: 
- !' ~--- ' . --

. §341~~-~..lo?d), C.R.S., gives the Commission authority to enforce the provisions of this article, 
· ·th~·~Q~'rdo i),ake and enforce rules, regulations and orders to carry out the provisions of this 
- artideC''- · ··: 

' i 
. ·-· _,,, ' ·. -! 

Add .9<'h~:W de~nition for Gas Facility. 
.. -i:;;'~:r- .- -' -. ' 

300 Series 

;;,;:;;.£i hX-~_-: j_-· 
The ~.®@'·~~eriecs of the Rules and Regulations of the Oil and Gas Conservation Commission 

. Pei.t~ifl::'t'o'SOrhling, Development, Producing and Abandonment for oil, gas and disposal 
b imifo' s''' -! . P.e- ., ... U)] •. I 

- ' 

THe Sf~fi:J.t2rt~uthority for the promulgation of these rules is found in: 
.·?;.:._·: ·- :-·•.c-:- ,:· l 

"· ., _'F·~- .'f·-.-:" ·c J 

§3~-q~~~1J(f), <?RS., provides .t~at "no oper~tions for the drillin~ ~fa well for oil and gas shall 
.be. CQJTI~~t'l~d 'without firs~ obta1mng a per~mt. from the comm1ss1on, under such rules and 
regUiab~.s .• as :may be prescnbed by the comm1ss1on .... " 

'· --:<.~-~----"'""' ' 

§34~~®~q·G~ (Z)(a), C.R.S., provides that the commission has the authority to regulate "[t]he 
.drilling,j)rC>dcis\ng and plugging of wells and all other operations for the production of oil or gas; .. " 

- -- -- --~s-._- ·--_ l--
- §34-6Q:~;Qq(t)(b), C.R.S., gives the commission the authority to require the making and filing of 
~welllg~s·.~Ciir.e·9tional surveys, and reports on well location, drilling and production. 

- . r . I 

---~-->- -,,.:o·!~-~ _,,· , ! 

§3~·~.![2~:03 (6.5), C.R.S., defines oil and gas operations to include the "conduct of seismic 
opeli<¥,V:9;Ds ... ,." 

. ~4' 

§34"6,11i~j:fi~·(1\)(c), C.R.S., grants to the commission the authority to require the "plugging of 
· seisff!I:Clt.f6Ies i· . . in such manner as to prevent the escape of oil or gas from one stratum into 
can~tlier;•the intrusion of water into oil or gas stratum, the pollution of fresh water supplies by oil, 

· · · as~ s.:ltt*ater, or brackish water; .... " 

§34c6(l-1.0~(2)(d), C.R.S., gives the commission authority to regulate "[o]il and gas operations so 
as tq-/IJtel(~rilt land mitigate significant adverse environmental impacts on any air, water, soil or 
biol6g(c}lrtesdbrce to the extent necessary to protect public health, safety, and welfare, in 
conslefei'atlon'M cost-effectiveness and technical feasibility." 

._ ~_: --·' : 



C.R'S., mandates the commission to "promulgate rules and regulations to 
'"''-·-"'- safety and welfare of the general public in the conduct of oil and gas 

-_ : ~~~~-x:-~_, . • - ·._- j. - - . . . . . 
·· Revi!~,;~Jfb!J~:~93.g. to. ad? language !o clan!J' that the document descnbed w1th1n the rule 1s the 
,COCB~{'!IPf~2, Application for Perm1t-to-Dnll, Deepen, Re-Enter, or Recomplete, and Operate. 

Reyls:e)R.@~k304.g. to add language to clarify that the document described within the rule is the 
90filJi:l.~~~gfR'f:2. Application for Permit-to-Drill, Deepen, Re-Enter, or Recomplete, and Operate . 

. . · -';.'--_:-_-, ~ -- -:~- ._ I 
R.~vlse-Rul~325.(1) to correct "injections" to "injection". 

Revis,e·Hule 333.d.(2) to require shothole locations to be reported as latitude and longitude 
values. i. 

500 Series 

The 5CtO. 9eri~s Rules and Regulations of the Oil and Gas Conservation Commission describe 
the~a(tl's·offi'ractice and Procedure before the Commission. 

"• 1 

The qtffi_@oryiAuthority for the promulgation of these rules is found in: 
·' , - I 

§3•MOJi05{rt), C.R.S., provides that the commission has the "power to make and enforce 
rules, regu'iati'ons, and orders pursuant to this article ... and to do whatever may reasonably be 
neces$ary.to barry out the provisions of this article." 

- -- ,__ -'. 
- ~; -· .. : 

§34:,~9-1,0~ .Cp), C.R.S., mandates that "the commission shall prescribe rules and regulations 
govel'h"if\g~{f.le practice and procedure before it." 

' . ! 
·,, I 

§34-6()~ 16·~;1); C.R.S., grants to the commission the authority to "establish drilling units of 
· speci~~<il and I approximately uniform size and shape covering any pool." 

. - ·-·~:;:"'-- ' 

§'34-9~1lo16 ~), C.R.S., grants the commission the authority upon application, notice and 
h~ar1r~I~'6:;drcrease o~ increa~e t~e size of the drilling uni~s ~r permit ~dditional wells to ~e 
dnlleti:-M!lthm ~he established umts m order to prevent or ass1st m preventmg waste or to avo1d 
the drilling of unnecessary wells, or to protect correlative rights, .... " 

Add D:¢YI(_}~!JI~ 507.b.(4) to require notice of applications changing certain well location setbacks to 
·be sefte<11,1!Q)1 bwners toward whom the well is proposed to be moved. 

-,,--- ;-':'!,''.; 

Re1tuffi~~r Rule 507.b.(4) and (5) to (5) and (6). 

Revise •. Rule , 508. to change the applicability of the rule for increasing well density within 
estabJishe;d dfllling and spacing units. 

,-;..--.-~--. .. \ 

1 

Revise·Rule 522.a. to correctthe rule reference from 503.c.(4) to 503.b.(4). 



600 Series 

Rules and Regulations of the Oil and Gas Conservation Commission pertain to 

'·· I 
. §·34-61il~~;o§ (1\o) C.R.S., as amended, gives the Commission authority to promulgate rules and 

regtdalianS:toprotect the health, safety and welfare of any person at an oil or gas well. 
.• I 

'§a4~!?(1610!? (1\1), C.R.S., mandates that the commission "promulgate rules and regulations to 
'prof~ct~\l;l~,.Pralth, safety and welfare of the general public in the conduct of oil and gas 
operations.· ·. ·. 1 

Revise Rule·603.i. to include a previously omitted word. 

700 Series 

-.-::'<..' ': 

Tl:)e 70l~~~ti~~ of the Rules and Regulations of the Oil and Gas Conservation Commission pertain 
to finanC.JiWa'ssurance and environmental response fund. 

-X" --- -·,"~. -' ' ' ! 

The Stat\.lt8zy.~uthority for the promulgation of these rules is found in: 

§34-6Q~t06.(13), C.R.S., as amended, gives the commission authority to require an operator to 
provid·e,assur:ance that it is capable of fulfilling any obligation imposed under subsections (11), 
(12),and(f7) 6fthis section. 

Revise Rule 701. to include §34-60-1 08(17), C.R.S. as one of the provisions covered under the 
rule. 

800 Series 
. -- l 

. ·• • . • T . 

The ~~~:.~~i~~ of t_he Rules and Re~ulations of the Oil and Gas Conservation Commission pertain 
to Cles{li~tiC'ani:l no1se control regulations. 

·... I 

The St~1ttor;'c,4.uthority for the promulgation of these rules is found in: 
- . -•; ' 

34~60.·1P5.J1),1C.R.S., gives the Commission authority to enforce the provisions of this article, 
the pq.~f4o {\lake and enforce rules, regulations and orders to carry out the provisions of this 
article. · 

§34-60-;1:06 (1i1), C.R.S., mandates the comm1ss1on to "promulgate rules and regulations to 
proteCt the· l]ealth, safety and welfare of the general public in the conduct of oil and gas 
operations." · · 

Revise Rule 8ID2.a. to include gas facilities under the provisions of the rule. 



foelo 'Series 

!iti'f~s-JRul~" and Regulations of the Oil and Gas Conservation Commission pertain to 
irements. 

_ .. ,,.,".R.$., gives the Commission authority to enforce the provisions of this article, 
1Hcfr!f1-ake and enforce rules, regulations and orders to carry out the provisions of this 

§34~66_t_t6£r C.R.S., mandates the comm1ssron to "promulgate rules and regulations to 
protecf~be h.!.,,l+h safety and welfare of the general public in the conduct of oil and gas 
operai(ons." 

§34c6Q~1-06 {1i;~). C.R.S., mandates the commission to "promulgate rules to ensure proper 
'recla:m~l19,Q:o~the land and soil affected by oil and gas operations and to ensure the protection 
of the tqpsoil qf said land during such operations." 

-....":. l 

Revise"~ui~J~04.a. to include associated production facilities under the rule. 
, :1> I ' 

1100 Series 

The.J 100 Series Rules and Regulations of the Oil and Gas Conservation Commission pertain to 
· thEi! i!'isfalialign!, reclamation, operations, maintenance and repair, and abandonment of flowlines. 

. ' i 
' :. __ ,_. 

The St~t~toi)' ifuthority for the promulgation of these rules is found in: 
~ --! 

§34-9lih:1,03:~6i$), C.R.S., defines oil and gas operations to include the "installation of flowlines 
- - . . . -·:" . . I 
:· and gatl;le'tin'g ~ystems .... " 

.· . ., . - I 

:. :;_• ' ·_ ' . 'l . 
§3:t:6p..:~9§·(1[1), C.R.S., mandates the commission to "promulgate rules and regulations to 
protec~~eiFn~.alth, safety and welfare of the general public in the conduct of oil and gas 
operatlOOs':l' 1 

§34c69-1'!'>6 (1\2), C.R.S., mandates the commission to "promulgate rules to ensure proper 
reGiamaflon·cif\the land and soil affected by oil and gas operations and to ensure the protection 
of thEHopsqiJqf said land during such operations." 

Revis-e ~ule 1103. to include compressor or gas plant feeder pipelines under abandonment. 




