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I N T E R V I E W 1 


 MR. CHHATRE:  Good morning.  Today is Wednesday, July 26, 2 


2017.  We are currently at Anadarko Petroleum Corporation's 3 


building located at 501 North Division Boulevard, Platteville, 4 


Colorado.  We are meeting regarding the investigation of explosion 5 


of a house located at 6312 Twilight Avenue, Firestone, Colorado, 6 


that occurred on April 17, 2017.   7 


 My name is Ravi Chhatre.  I am with National Transportation 8 


Safety Board located in Washington, D.C., and I'm investigator in 9 


charge of this accident.  The NTSB investigation number for this 10 


accident is DCA17FP005.  11 


 I would like to start by notifying everyone present in this 12 


room that we are recording this interview, and we may transcribe 13 


it at a later date.  Transcripts will be provided directly to the 14 


Interviewee for review and identifying any typographical errors.  15 


The transcripts may be posted in NTSB's public docket. 16 


 Also, I would like to inform Mr. Justin Schneider that you 17 


are permitted to have one other person present with you during the 18 


interview.  This is a person of your choice -- your supervisor, 19 


friend, family member or, if you choose, no one at all. 20 


 Please state for the record your full name, spelling of your 21 


name, organization you work for and your title, your business 22 


contact information such as mailing address, email, and whom you 23 


have chosen to be present with you during your interview. 24 


 MR. SCHNEIDER:  My name is Justin Schneider, J-u-s-t-i-n  25 
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S-c-h-n-e-i-d-e-r.  Work for Anadarko Petroleum Corporation 1 


out of the Platteville Department.  Email address is 2 


.  Sorry, what else? 3 


 MR. CHHATRE:  And whom you have chosen to be with you? 4 


 MR. SCHNEIDER:  I've chosen Sean Urvan to be present with me 5 


during the interview. 6 


 MR. CHHATRE:  Okay.  Thank you. 7 


 Now I would like to go around and have each person introduce 8 


themselves.  Please state your name, spelling of your name, your 9 


title and the organization you represent and your business contact 10 


information, starting from my left. 11 


 MR. AJIBOYE:  This is Gbenga Ajiboye, G-b-e-n-g-a  12 


A-j-i-b-o-y-e.  I'm with the Office of Pipeline Safety, PHMSA in 13 


Western Region, Denver, Colorado.  My contact information is  14 


.  My email is  15 


. 16 


 MR. McBRIDE:  David McBride, I'm Vice President, Health, 17 


Safety and Environment for Anadarko Petroleum Corporation. My 18 


direct line is .  Email address is 19 


.  Physical address is  20 


 21 


 MR. URVAN:  My name is Sean Urvan.  I'm Senior Counsel with  22 


Anadarko Petroleum Corporation.  My cell phone or my direct line 23 


is , and my email is . 24 


 MR. PUCCETTI:  Dave Puccetti, Frederick-Firestone Fire 25 
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Protection District.  Last name is P-u-c-c-e-t-t-i. Fire 1 


Investigator.  Mailing address is , 2 


  Business phone is . 3 


 MR. LEONARD:  Mike Leonard.  I'm a Quality Assurance 4 


Professional for the Colorado Oil and Gas Conservation Commission.  5 


First name is common spelling.  Last name is Leonard,  6 


L-e-o-n-a-r-d.  Phone number is   E-mail address is 7 


 8 


 MR. McKENZIE:  My name is Matt McKenzie, attorney with the 9 


NTSB, Office of General Counsel Headquarters, located at  10 


  E-mail is 11 


.  Phone is  12 


 MR. CHHATRE:  Thanks. 13 


INTERVIEW OF JUSTIN SCHNEIDER 14 


 BY MR. CHHATRE: 15 


Q. Mr. Schneider, just for the record, tell us your -- any 16 


formal/informal education and work experience. 17 


A. High school education out of Greeley Central High School, and 18 


I've been with Anadarko for 19 years. 19 


Q. And what's your title? 20 


A. Currently, I just was promoted last month to Production 21 


Supervisor. 22 


Q. And prior to that. 23 


A. Prior to that, I was Senior Automation Foreman.  Prior to 24 


that, I was just an Automation Forman.  Prior to that, I was an 25 
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Automation Tech.  And then the previous 10 years I was  1 


operator/pumper. 2 


Q. Okay.  Great.  So the Senior Automation Forman, that would be 3 


the title at the time of the incident? 4 


A. Correct. 5 


Q. Okay.  Now can you tell me what your duties are as a Senior 6 


Automation Forman? 7 


A. Duties as Senior Automation Foreman, overseeing our 8 


automation facilities as far as our installs, deployment, 9 


programming, and just basic direction of the crews. 10 


Q. Okay.  So walk me through.  I'm not quite familiar.  I 11 


understand the operation, how does it work?  How does it work on 12 


daily basis for -- not for you but for the people you supervise, I 13 


guess. 14 


A. So the Automation Team, fairly small, but we have specialized 15 


compartments as far as troubleshooting or we have a team that does 16 


lax.  We have people that do 02 VRUs and ECDs.  They have -- 17 


 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Again with the acronyms, can we have 18 


him explain what the acronyms are? 19 


 MR. CHHATRE:  Yes.  Yes.  I was just about to say, yes, yeah. 20 


 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Thank you. 21 


 MR. SCHNEIDER:  02 analyzer, that's the oxygen sensors that 22 


we use on some of the sites.  They coincide with the VRUs, which 23 


is a vapor recovery unit or compressor.  And ECD is emissions 24 


control device.  Just different style production equipment out on 25 
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location.  The items that we have instrumentation on are 1 


automation.  We have what we call the APSL, is a automation 2 


problem solution log.  So on a daily basis, operations staff, if 3 


they have any items that need to be addressed or calibrated, 4 


they'll turn in a work order.  It will go on to our APSL or 5 


automation problem solution log, and then we dispatch to the 6 


appropriate personnel to take care of the issues.  Along with we 7 


have daily what we would classify as new construction or old 8 


construction where we may have to go remove a site or install a 9 


brand new site. 10 


 BY MR. CHHATRE: 11 


Q. And the purpose of all this monitoring is environmental, like 12 


oxygen monitoring or what is the purpose? 13 


A. So oxygen monitoring, locations that have VRUs, the vapor 14 


recovery unit, those pumps run continuous, and there is 15 


opportunity that they can introduce oxygen into the pipeline, so 16 


that we have an 02 analyzer onsite so where if we start picking up 17 


anything from 3 to 10 parts per million we'll shut the location 18 


down. 19 


Q. That would be in the product line? 20 


A. Be in the product line, correct, the gas -- 21 


Q. And what are the other acronyms used, VRUs and ECDs and -- 22 


A. So the VRUs are compressors that takes the gas pressure from 23 


location, and then we take the -- recover the vapors off of our 24 


emissions from our tanks or pits, compress it and pump it down the 25 
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side line or the main product line.  The ECD, which is a emissions 1 


control device that has basically it's a flare.  Anything that we 2 


can't capture then we're trying to burn it into a clean 3 


combustible to the environment. 4 


Q. Now were you involved at the time of the swap, well swap with 5 


Noble? 6 


A. Noble trade, yes, sir. 7 


Q. Okay.  And were you involved in the well in question?  I 8 


guess, I wrote down the number Coors Fee V6-14Ji? 9 


A. I can only assume I was.  Anything that was automated during 10 


the Noble trade, we had something directly to do with it.  I don't 11 


remember the specific well or items associated with it, but I can 12 


only assume I was. 13 


Q. Okay.  But you have no recollection? 14 


A. No, sir. 15 


Q. So what happens (indiscernible) other company, the 16 


consultative company that have already installed the automation, 17 


and then they said they will transfer that. 18 


A. Winn-Marion Barber? 19 


Q. I guess so.   Mr. Warner from -- 20 


A. That would be Dustin Warner from Winn-Marion Barber. 21 


Q. I guess so.  I don't recall the name. 22 


 MR. CHHATRE:  Do you remember yesterday? 23 


 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Yes. 24 


 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  That's right. 25 
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 MR. CHHATRE:  Okay. 1 


 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Yeah. 2 


 BY MR. CHHATRE: 3 


Q. So we were told that they will come and install the 4 


automation and then there's a problem, something unusual.  They 5 


were calling the -- I guess in this case your unit, your outfit.  6 


Do you remember getting any call on that particular well? 7 


A. No. Everything associated at Noble trade, there was a lot of  8 


things that we felt weren't up to Anadarko standards.  And to tell 9 


you that I remember any specifics on any particular battery, I 10 


don't. 11 


Q. You don't.  Okay.  Were you responsible for that particular 12 


location that any call that if at all any call came to come to you 13 


or it could be somebody else it can go to? 14 


A. Primarily anything that was associated to the Noble trade 15 


automation installs would come to me. 16 


Q. Come to you.  Okay.  And if the call comes, do you keep any 17 


record that the call came?  You may not remember, but if a call 18 


comes for any problems is it documented some place? 19 


A. Not if it's what I would classify as a generic question or 20 


concern.  If it's something that I need to follow-up or go to the 21 


next level supervisor, I may have jotted a note down at the time, 22 


but I'll be honest, I don't know where any of that stuff would be 23 


at this point. 24 


Q. Okay.  But I mean it's not a standard operating practice to 25 
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document it?  Even if you can resolve on the phone, it's not a 1 


documented practice? 2 


A. No. 3 


Q. Okay.  Now one particular incident or the item that was 4 


mentioned specifically was if they see a 1-inch pipe and 2-inch 5 


pipe coming from the ground that would be considered unusual, and 6 


a call would be made to automation supervisor.  Having two pipes 7 


coming out is it unusual at your well site? 8 


A. I'm not sure.  I mean there's different configurations where 9 


you -- we're normally used to our standard well configuration, and 10 


you would have the single 1-inch supply line that's out there.  If 11 


there's any extra pipelines next to that or anything then, yes, 12 


that would probably, probably result in a phone call. 13 


Q. Okay.  And how -- then what will you do?   If a call comes 14 


like that, how will you resolve that? 15 


A. So for us, since everything was not pressurized up or not 16 


running at the time, automation we would specifically out at the 17 


wellhead, we would install our automation equipment.  That's 18 


installing including the wiring and doing the stainless.  We would 19 


do a function tests as well as we could without pressure.  And in 20 


that case if they would have called me and had a second line to 21 


where it doesn't affect my portion of the business, I may have 22 


reached out to the production foreman area at the time or a 23 


construction person and asked him to follow-up on it.  But it 24 


wasn't pertaining to our direct line of business so it wasn't a 25 
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major concern for us. 1 


Q. Do not require you or your staff to go and actually visit the 2 


site to resolve it? 3 


A. If we had true concern or any doubt about it, then the teams 4 


used -- or the crews would maybe send me a picture of it or we 5 


would go out specifically to look at particular items if we 6 


couldn't resolve it over a phone call. 7 


Q. Okay.  If you make a request to the production foreman to 8 


resolve issue like that, is -- you know, you may call production 9 


foreman or somebody else would that process be documented some 10 


place? 11 


A. No, it wouldn't. 12 


Q. It wouldn't.  So if there is anything unusual present at the 13 


production facility there really would be no documentation 14 


(indiscernible)? 15 


A. No.  And there's -- honestly I can't say that we ran into 16 


anything truly totally out of the normal or abnormal for us that 17 


would result in any kind of documentation that we would have kept 18 


record of. 19 


Q. Okay.  Now does the, you know, does the COGCC require you to 20 


document something like that?  I mean they are the regulators, so 21 


I'm just asking what the regulator requirement is for the 22 


documentation. 23 


A. As far as an abandoned pipeline to say during that activity I 24 


-- did not require me to do so. 25 
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Q. I'm not, well, I'm -- the well that I'm talking about wasn't 1 


abandoned at that time.  It was active, the well. 2 


A. As far as -- so we had the actual wellhead, and then you said 3 


there was a secondary line next to it. 4 


Q. Yeah, any unusual -- that is one unusual scenario, and the 5 


reason I'm taking that because that's -- we know that happened at 6 


this well. 7 


A. So on that again I would report that up to the foreman or 8 


construction personnel, and they would run with that task from 9 


there.  I personally would not do any documentation on it. 10 


Q. But do you know if the regulator requirement requires 11 


Anadarko to document something like that?  I understand you may 12 


not document, but do you -- 13 


A. Right. 14 


Q. -- know if the regulator's requirement is there to document? 15 


A. No.  I do not know. 16 


Q. Have you ever participated in any audits done by COGCC? 17 


A. No, I have not. 18 


Q. Do you know if they conduct audits? 19 


A. What's that? 20 


Q. Do you know if COGCC conducts any audits of Anadarko 21 


operator? 22 


A. Honestly, if --  23 


Q. Documentation -- 24 


 (Simultaneous comments.) 25 
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A. I know that we have our -- I know that we have APC audits.  I 1 


do not know the participating parties within those audits. 2 


Q. Okay.  All right.  So now that you know -- we all know there 3 


are two pipes coming out of the ground, how would you resolve 4 


that?  How would you know which one is your line, which one is 5 


not?  I'm just trying to understand.  Forget about documentation. 6 


A. So typically on our side, like I said, most commonly for our 7 


automation our supply gas would come from a 1-inch or off the 8 


casing.  During the Noble trade, if it was an automated weld that 9 


we were going -- that Noble may have uninstalled their automation, 10 


and we installed ours, if there's a 1-inch line that was 11 


available, then we would hook it up, if it wasn't tagged out or 12 


anything like that.  If it was not available, then we would go to 13 


the casing gas supply line. 14 


Q. So once a call comes with two lines coming out, how would you 15 


know which one your contractors to hook up the automation? 16 


A. So just based off of, like I said, previous experience and 17 


everything that we would go off the 1-inch line for our supply. 18 


Q. Okay.  And do you guys check if the one line, 1-inch line is 19 


working properly or is not working? 20 


A. So at the automation level, no, sir.  That is not our job t 21 


turn it on.  So we would do it without pressuring anything up. 22 


Q. Who would know if the line is proper, the -- who at Anadarko 23 


would know this particular line, 1-inch, 2-inch there are two 24 


lines, that both are functioning lines, and they are not abandoned 25 
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lines?  How would you know that? 1 


A. I would assume that would be on the production level so that 2 


would be back to the production foreman, field coordinator leads. 3 


Q. Okay.  So would they have to give you okay that all the lines 4 


had a particular well functioning and operating before you guys go 5 


into automation? 6 


A. No, sir. 7 


Q. So the production foreman feels or knows that certain line is 8 


not properly connected or is disconnected or abandoned, how would 9 


the information get translated to you before the automation is 10 


installed? 11 


A. So normally automation is one of the last pieces that comes 12 


in, in the process.  So just, you know, for example if they're 13 


having to do a wellhead build or a facility clean or anything like 14 


that, we're usually the last part.  So any abnormal lines or 15 


anything like that is normally taken care of prior to us ever 16 


stepping foot on the location.  We're usually the last ones in. 17 


Q. But I guess -- maybe I should have asked the question 18 


differently.  How would the production foreman will convey to the 19 


last step, which is you guys installing automation, that ,hey, 20 


there are three lines, two lines coming out at this particular 21 


well, but 1-inch is not right line, 2-inch is correct or neither 22 


of those are the proper lines to hook up your automation?  How 23 


would that information get translated from the production person 24 


to you guys before you install it? 25 
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A. If there was something, again, it would either be a chat 1 


during the hallway or a phone call being made. 2 


Q. But there is no, there is no standard practice at Anadarko 3 


that says, well, under these circumstances you fill the Form A, 4 


Form B, Form 3684, whatever? 5 


A. Not at that time, no.  Now that we're more focused on process 6 


safety, we have documentation procedures, but not at that time. 7 


Q. Okay.  So the production foreman may know something is not 8 


right at that particular well, but it may not get translated to  9 


you. 10 


A. Possibly. 11 


Q. Okay.  So because one inch is standard so you wouldn't even 12 


question if you see a 1-inch line.  You're going to hook up your 13 


automation to 1-inch line. 14 


A. The 1-inch line during the normal trade, and like I said, 15 


unless it was tagged out or locked out or handled or removed or 16 


any indication that tells us it's not functional, then we would go 17 


ahead and hook right back up to it. 18 


Q. The reason I'm asking this is because the well did not belong 19 


to Noble.  I mean, the well did not belong to Anadarko.  It was a 20 


Nobel well.  So they may or may not have the same convention as 21 


Anadarko does.  So how -- you see what I'm saying?  This is not 22 


Anadarko's well where everyone is (indiscernible). 23 


A. Right.  And then we, so we met with the Noble automation 24 


folks prior to doing anything in the field, and then we would go 25 
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out to the field.  We visited a handful of sites, looked at the 1 


configuration, seen what the task at hand would be, and that's 2 


where we asked the questions, made the assumptions.  The 3 


configurations were for the most part alike.   4 


Q. Okay.  So would Noble give you some documentation for each 5 


well or there is nothing given to you? 6 


A. Not at my level on the automation side, no, sir. 7 


Q. Okay.  So even if Noble knows something, it may not get 8 


translated to you either. 9 


A. Yeah.  It definitely didn't get down to my level on the 10 


automation side, no, sir. 11 


Q. Okay.  So once you, once your contractor does the automation 12 


and you guys go and check that if everything is working fine? 13 


A. So we do random checks during the Noble trade because we were 14 


doing a pretty heavy activity load during that time.  Yes.  I 15 


would go out to the field and do independent, you know, stop and 16 


checks just to make sure that everybody was following this, the 17 


piece that we had in place at the time, the work scope hadn't 18 


creeped (verbatim).  Just making sure that everybody was on task 19 


with that. 20 


Q. From what I understand your contractor is installing the 21 


automation. 22 


A. Correct. 23 


Q. And so you as a supervisor, how would you check that what 24 


your contractor has done is done correctly? 25 
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A. So like I said, we would do random checks.  When we go out 1 


into the field and do an install, prior to Winn-Marion getting 2 


onsite depending on the configuration we may have had a roustabout 3 


company in before them getting our ports ready or something like 4 


that.  Winn-Marion would install the automation.  We have what 5 


they call, we dubbed the progress form.  It tells us number of 6 


tanks, number of separators, number of wells.  That's how we do 7 


our SCADA interface, which is CygNet.  Once we get the progress 8 


form, we would create it in CygNet.  If we could communicate to it 9 


via radio communications, that's one data check that we would do.  10 


But in the case of the Noble trade, none of those welds returned 11 


to production right away, so we automated a down facility and we 12 


left it down.  When production was ready to go back and turn the 13 


location on, you know, to take ownership of it, if there was any 14 


issues found at that time as far as transmitter reading negative 15 


or something, then the foreman would follow-up with a phone call 16 


and possibly a work order at that time. 17 


Q. At that time.  Okay.  But not every well is checked.  You 18 


said random. 19 


A. On my level, no.  Not every well was checked.  We had a job 20 


scope.  We've been working with Winn-Marion pretty extensively, 21 


had full faith in their efforts of automating our process.  So 22 


there was -- if we go out randomizing and there's -- they're 23 


always good, we didn't feel a need to go down and check every one 24 


of them. 25 
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 MR. CHHATRE:  Okay.  Thanks.  And that's all I have.  Thank 1 


you so much. 2 


 MR. SCHNEIDER:  Okay. 3 


 MR. AJIBOYE:  This is Gbenga from PHMSA. 4 


 BY MR. AJIBOYE: 5 


Q. At the time of the trade can you please elaborate more on 6 


what your functions were at that time? 7 


A. So at the time of the Noble trade automation -- my specific 8 


role, we worked pretty extensively with the Noble automation crew.  9 


We had -- I don't honestly remember the well counts, but we had a 10 


handful of wells that we had to go in.  If it was Ferguson 11 


Beauregard automation, Noble and Anadarko decided that we would 12 


leave that automation, just trade that straight across.  If it was 13 


an AVB total flow product for APC, if it was, I believe it was PCS 14 


at the time, which is another automation company that Noble is 15 


using, we decided that they would uninstall their automation.  We 16 


would uninstall ours, and then we would swap.  So if we were given 17 


a well from ABC to Noble, we would uninstall our automation, they 18 


would install theirs.  We would then reinstall our automation on 19 


our new well that we just acquired from Noble.  I hope that makes 20 


sense. 21 


Q. I wanted to clarify.  You say you have a well from ABC or APC 22 


to Noble.  Can you -- I don't -- I'm losing that. 23 


A. So we -- whatever was done at the higher level, we would get 24 


-- originally we received a list -- 25 
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Q. Okay. 1 


A. -- saying these were the wells that we were going to be 2 


trading. 3 


Q. Okay. 4 


A. And when I say that, so we had a list of the APC or the 5 


Anadarko wells that we were going to give to Noble. 6 


Q. Oh, APC is Anadarko? 7 


A. Yes. 8 


Q. Okay. 9 


A. Sorry. 10 


Q. Okay.  So now if -- so if there's a well that is to be 11 


transferred from Nobel to Anadarko, and if Nobel has an automation 12 


on that well, did you say Noble would uninstall their -- 13 


A. Their specific kind, yes.  If it was their PCS automation, 14 


they would uninstall their automation and take it, and they would 15 


put it on one of the acquired Anadarko wells. 16 


Q. Are you -- do you remember if there was any such thing around 17 


the well in this area as of the time of that trade, if there was 18 


any form of automation? 19 


A. I honestly don't remember. 20 


Q. So can you tell me what you can remember about the 21 


configuration of the well in that, the area we are talking about 22 


right now? 23 


A. I, honestly, I can't recall any details specifically to that 24 


well. 25 
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Q. Okay.  You also mention that if you guys see a 1-inch line 1 


you guys will just connect to it, that you will give the go-ahead 2 


to connect the automation to it.  That's the standard procedure, 3 


right?  That's what you guys do normally? 4 


A. If the 1-inch line looked to be functional and operational, 5 


there is no tag out or it wasn't painted red at the time, which 6 


would indicate a bad valve, then yes, we would hook it up to our 7 


normal 1-inch supply. 8 


Q. So you say during the trade, right, say there were two 9 


similar wells with two similar configuration, the 2-inch and  10 


1-inch, is it possible that for a particular well 1-inch will be 11 


connected and the other one would not as of that time of the 12 


trade? 13 


A. It could result in that, yes. 14 


Q. What could have prompted that?  I mean if 1-inch and 2-inch 15 


lines are standing by side-by-side like in the case of this well 16 


we're talking about, if there's another well close by with the 17 


same kind of configuration, which means there's a 1-inch and 2-18 


inch and you guys are trying to install your automation, so will 19 


you guys not have treated both well the same?  What would have 20 


resulted in -- 21 


A. So -- 22 


Q. -- you guys -- 23 


A. So the automation package would result in the same 24 


installation figure.  The only thing that we would be hooking up 25 
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to the 1-inch would be the 1-inch supply or the supply gas line, 1 


usually resulting in a three-eighths or a quarter-inch stainless 2 


line from that 1-inch.  Again, if that line looked to be 3 


operational and function, then we would tie to that 1-inch.  If it 4 


wasn't, then we would tie into the casing gas. 5 


Q. You said the way you would determine if the 1-inch is 6 


operational is at that time you see this tag out or painted red, 7 


right? 8 


A. Correct. 9 


Q. That is the only way you know. 10 


A. That it was -- yeah.  Somebody indicated that it wasn't in 11 


service at that time. 12 


Q. But if it's not painted, you assume it's in service. 13 


A. I assume that it's capable of being in service, yes. 14 


Q. So do you remember a well, if you can recall, it's close by 15 


in that vicinity?  Because my understanding is in that vicinity 16 


there are about five wells.  That's my understanding from what I'm 17 


-- about three wells.  And there is a particular well that has 18 


similar configuration just exactly like the one we're talking 19 


about in question.  It has a 2-inch line and a 1-inch line, and 20 


there was no automation connected to the 1-inch line.  So out of 21 


curiosity I just want to know if there's anything you know about 22 


that. 23 


A. I, honestly, no.  I don't remember.  I mean, we touched so 24 


many physical wells in that trade process, that I don't remember 25 
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the details or specifics about any well in the area or to say that 1 


I could drive you out to any other particular right now and recall 2 


it 100 percent, I can't. 3 


Q. Okay.  One more question.  You say the company that you guys 4 


have contracted your automation to you spoke to one of the 5 


gentleman that's Dustin Warner. 6 


A. Okay. 7 


Q. And you said should they arrive at the particular well site 8 


and if they were present, if there were already copper 9 


installation present they will have removed it.  That is if there 10 


was an existing automation, they will remove it, and they will 11 


have billed you guys higher.  So if such a difference in bill that 12 


is different from whatsoever you guys have contracted to them came 13 


about, will you have been aware? 14 


A. Yeah.  So we got to a point during the normal trade that we 15 


were actually outrunning our counterparts on Noble.  So the deal 16 


was we would go out, uninstall X amount of batteries, and then we 17 


would turn around and reinstall those.  We had to uninstall it to 18 


make it available for each other.  But we've become more 19 


efficient, so we were uninstalling at a faster pace.  We talked to 20 


the Noble counterparts at that time, and they said if we had 21 


happened to get there before they were uninstalling their 22 


automation, then we could go ahead and uninstall it, remove it, 23 


and set it at the battery for them to come back and pick up at a 24 


different time. 25 
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Q. (Indiscernible) have documented that kind of event? 1 


A. It should have been.  We would have had a normal install, and 2 


then the uninstall would have probably been an individual hourly 3 


uninstall rate. 4 


Q. You guys would have captured that somewhere? 5 


A. It should have been on the invoice particularly. 6 


Q. Is it possible for you guys to go back and see if there was 7 


any such event that has happened within this particular facility? 8 


A. I believe through the SAP system we should be able to pull 9 


records of the invoices.  I personally don't know if there's a 10 


historian limit on data availability within SAP, but that would be 11 


a place that we can double-check. 12 


Q. That would be very beneficial to us if you guys can -- 13 


A. Okay. 14 


Q. -- pull that and just -- we would like that clarification. 15 


 MR. AJIBOYE:  I think for now that will be the end of my 16 


questioning. 17 


 MR. PUCCETTI:  Just real quick, I got a -- I'm going to show 18 


you a couple of pictures here. 19 


 MR. SCHNEIDER:  Okay. 20 


 MR. PUCCETTI:  Just real quick.  And this is just -- Dave 21 


Puccetti, Frederick-Firestone Fire.  I'm just showing a picture of 22 


the (indiscernible) site of the 2-inch and 1-inch lines.   23 


 BY MR. PUCCETTI: 24 


Q. So I've just got a question for you here.  So the automation 25 







                                                              25                                                                


Free State Reporting, Inc. 
(410) 974-0947 


that you have would be these two quarter-inch lines off the top of 1 


here, correct? 2 


A. Yes, that would be our supply. 3 


Q. Okay.  And then there's a three-eighths line that's coming 4 


over to this header here, correct? 5 


A. Um-hmm. 6 


Q. If any time that we had a failure of this regulator or of 7 


this three-way valve here, would you get any indication on your 8 


automation at all? 9 


A. No.  There's no sensors or instrumentation to document that.  10 


It would just -- if we lost our supply to that point, our 11 


automation wouldn't function. 12 


Q. Okay.  What would happen with -- do you know what would 13 


happen with this particular device? 14 


A. If we had a failure there, and we -- if we were called into 15 


do the service work, then we would go out.  We would test it.  If 16 


we determined that regulator being at fault, then we would take it 17 


our, replace it with a new one, and probably put that into parts 18 


bin at the yard. 19 


Q. So how would you test this regulator? 20 


A. So we would check it, number one, we would check off the 21 


supply coming from the casing -- the 67R, coming across.  If we 22 


had supply coming from that one across, then you just start 23 


troubleshooting down the line.  If you have an input gas and no 24 


outputs, then you can start looking at the internals of that 25 
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regulator. 1 


Q. Now, is there pressures that you would normally use?  Is 2 


there standard pressures that just from -- what pressures would 3 


you use to test it off of the well or off of through this header? 4 


A. So off of ours, we would normally -- we would try to always 5 


run our, I believe, our standard psi on the wellheads was around 6 


30 psi, 25 to 30.  It's always kind of hard to -- we would set it, 7 


but then as the operation staff come back and kick the wells on 8 


into operation, then they would always tweak where the regulator 9 


is set. 10 


 MR. PUCCETTI:  Ravi, if I can have him -- 11 


 MR. CHHATRE:  Sure. 12 


 BY MR. PUCCETTI: 13 


Q. Just put his name after -- if you would just write the 14 


pressures down that we talked about.  Just your name, today's 15 


date, again with the pressures we would talk about right here.  16 


What you talked about as far as -- so when we're talking about 17 


that particular regulator and that quarter -- those two quarter-18 


inch lines, let's move down below to the three-eighths line. So if 19 


you would just, again, just circle that for me, and then just put 20 


those what those attached pressures would be, and just put test 21 


pressures, and then just -- 22 


A. I just -- 23 


 (Simultaneous comments.) 24 


Q. No, that's perfect.  That's perfect. 25 
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 MR. CHHATRE:  That's perfect. 1 


 MR. PUCCETTI:  Perfect. 2 


 BY MR. PUCCETTI: 3 


Q. So let's now, and understand I was a pipe fitter for 10 4 


years, and I worked in instrumentation, so I know exactly how 5 


quarter-inch.  So we're doing -- we're, this is basically a 6 


balancing line, correct? 7 


A. Yes. 8 


Q. Okay.  So now we come down to the three-eighths line, it's 9 


coming off of here.  So we're bringing, we're coming right off of 10 


the well right here, and then we're reducing or regulating the 11 


pressure, correct, here?  Is that correct? 12 


A. Yeah.  So you're getting your basic pressure off the casing 13 


(indiscernible) coming up, we're taking the regulator, stepping 14 


that down into supply or automation. 15 


Q. Okay. 16 


A. The reason you have two lines there is this one with the in 17 


line filter will go to the latch valve. 18 


Q. Right. 19 


A. And this one on that -- on the opposite side would go to a 20 


manual operation. 21 


Q. Okay.  So is this filter for water and dirt? 22 


A. It's any in particular -- particulates that you may get 23 


within that stainless -- 24 


Q. Okay, so it doesn't -- okay.  The other question I had here 25 
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is what -- your casing pressures, what are the casing pressures?  1 


Do you have any idea what that pressure would be? 2 


A. On this particular well? 3 


Q. Um-hmm. 4 


A. Absolutely not. 5 


Q. Any, I mean, generalization on, I mean, most of these are 6 


vertical wells.  Is there -- do they very from pressure-to-7 


pressure? 8 


A. Most of the wells, yeah.  I mean, most of the verticals are 9 


going to be lesser pressure.  I would probably say your average 10 


would best -- best average would be about 500 psi, I would guess 11 


on your casing. 12 


Q. And that's fine.  So we're reducing here.  So what pressure 13 


are we coming off the top of here going to this three-eighths, 14 


this three-eighths line coming over going into this -- 15 


A. I believe standard practice is about 60 psi on those. 16 


Q. Would you do me a favor and just circle that too, and just so 17 


we have the pressures. 18 


 MR. CHHATRE:  You want the numbers written down? 19 


 MR. PUCCETTI:  He's writing them down. 20 


 MR. CHHATRE:  Okay. 21 


 MR. SCHNEIDER:  So you want me to -- 22 


 BY MR. PUCCETTI: 23 


Q. Yeah.  Just what that is. 24 


A. Two, so this is number one, number two.   25 
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Q. Perfect.  So when we look at this again this assembly here 1 


for the vertical -- 2-inch abandon, and this is not an abandoned 2 


line.  This is an in-service line.  But we've heard it's supply 3 


line, we've heard it's (indiscernible) return line.  So this is a 4 


normal configuration that you would see.  Is that correct? 5 


A. Yes. 6 


Q. Okay.  Any idea, normally when you get there the position of 7 


this quarter turn ball valve? 8 


A. I don't recall.  During most of the Noble trade again if we 9 


would have uninstalled, whether it would have been Noble or APC, 10 


then that would have been shut at the time so that you could 11 


uninstall your instrumentation properly. 12 


Q. So but for the well to run normally, this valve would you 13 


know what position this valve would be in? 14 


A. Then that valve handle would normally be in line with the 15 


pipe whether it is in the vertical or the straight up or straight 16 


down, but it's in line with the pipe. 17 


Q. So the normal position when it's operating in production is 18 


that valve would be in the normal position open. 19 


A. In a normal open position, which would be in line with the 20 


pipe.  That to me symbols a closed value right there. 21 


Q. Okay.  Yeah, and I mean I understand 90 degrees from that it 22 


was in line it's servicing. 23 


A. Correct. 24 


Q. So we know for operation purposes that this well came back 25 







                                                              30                                                                


Free State Reporting, Inc. 
(410) 974-0947 


online in January and operated.  So for that well to operate and 1 


to be able to deliver product that valve had to be in the open 2 


position, which we found the night that we had the explosion.  3 


That's not -- I'm not trying to get you to comment to that.  I 4 


just want to make sure that on record that we have that.  That for 5 


that well to be in production is that valve handle needs to be in 6 


the open position. 7 


 MR. CHHATRE:  You did find it in the -- 8 


 MR. PUCCETTI:  Which we did find in the open position.  So 9 


thank you.  I appreciate it. 10 


 MR. SCHNEIDER:  Thank you. 11 


 MR. LEONARD:  Mike Leonard, COGCC. 12 


 BY MR. LEONARD: 13 


Q. I just want to follow-up a little bit on what Dave just asked 14 


you.  Does that valve have to be open? 15 


 MR. CHHATRE:  Do you need this? 16 


 MR. LEONARD:  I don't. 17 


 MR. CHHATRE:  Okay. 18 


 MR. LEONARD:  I don't need it. 19 


 BY MR. LEONARD: 20 


Q. The 1-inch valve, does it have to be open for the well to 21 


operate? 22 


A. In order to get supply, if that's where you're coming from, 23 


in that configuration right there, you had your supply coming 24 


below or above that 1-inch valve handle, but below the regulator 25 
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that supplies.  So that 1-inch did not have to be open for our 1 


automation to service. 2 


Q. Okay.  So that valve does not have to be open for the well to 3 


operate? 4 


A. To cycle. 5 


Q. To cycle. 6 


A. Correct.  No, in that particular configuration. 7 


Q. Because I think what you said earlier is it did have to be 8 


open. 9 


 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  No.  What I was looking for is in 10 


normal production configuration that it would be in the open -- 11 


 MR. SCHNEIDER:  Yeah. 12 


 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  I wasn't looking for -- 13 


 MR. LEONARD:  Yeah. 14 


 MR. SCHNEIDER:  Normal operation conditions that valve would 15 


be open, but for automation to function and cycle, we are -- we 16 


had a regulator upstream of that, so it does not have to be open. 17 


 MR. PUCCETTI:  Again Dave Puccetti, Frederick-Firestone Fire.  18 


It doesn't understand that we're saying that that was 19 


particularly, but in normal configuration for production that 20 


valve would be in the open position, which we did find the night 21 


of the explosion so. 22 


 MR. LEONARD:  Okay. 23 


 MR. PUCCETTI:  And then understanding that when they did 24 


automation service the valve would be closed, if it was to put in 25 
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a standby or an off position so they would work on their 1 


automation.   2 


 MR. LEONARD:  This is Mike Leonard again. 3 


 BY MR. LEONARD: 4 


Q. But the Automation Group does not cycle any of those valves.  5 


It's the Production Group that pus the well on, is that what -- 6 


correct? 7 


A. Correct.  We -- 8 


Q. You put -- 9 


A. We -- 10 


Q. -- on make sure it works? 11 


A. Correct.  We go out, install the instrumentation, do as much 12 


function testing that we can without applying pressure.  As far as 13 


the Operation Team was considered, we were not operators.  We were 14 


not going to return that well to service.  So that was on the 15 


production side. 16 


 MR. LEONARD:  Okay, that's all I have right now. 17 


 MR. CHHATRE:  Okay.  I have no follow-up questions.   18 


 Do you have any follow-up questions? 19 


 (Simultaneous comments.) 20 


 MR. McBRIDE:  This is David McBride with Anadarko.   21 


 BY MR. McBRIDE: 22 


Q. Justin, I appreciate you coming in.  I just want to get a 23 


sense for the level of activity associated with this swap during 24 


the time period that this was all going on.  I mean, how many 25 
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crews, if I could put it that way, did you have kind of working in 1 


the field on the swap at the time?  Do you recall? 2 


A. I don't recall accurate number of crews. 3 


Q. More than five, less than five? 4 


A. Yeah, definitely more than five.  Like I said, we possibly 5 


had roustabout crews running out touching some of the facilities 6 


because we've had to reconfigure some of the tank piping to 7 


install tank automation.  I had automation crews out there 8 


uninstalling and programming. 9 


Q. Do you remember how many wells or batteries were involved in 10 


this process? 11 


A. A true count, I don't.  I want to say it was approximately 12 


3,000, but I don't recollect 100 percent. 13 


Q. Okay.  And the time period that you had to get all this done 14 


in was? 15 


A. It was very short.  We kind of -- we used to jokingly say 16 


that we had approximately based off the prior activity, we had 17 


about 2½ years of work to get done in 8 months is what it kind of 18 


went out to. 19 


Q. Okay.  So when Dustin yesterday he wasn't the only person in 20 


group from his company working on this.  I mean there was other 21 


crews also working on it as well. 22 


A. Correct. 23 


Q. And you were supervising those crews as well. 24 


A. Correct. 25 
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Q. Okay. 1 


A. The way that the hierarchy kind of worked is I would reach 2 


out to their foremen, Dusty maybe or a project lead-sized foreman, 3 


whatever you want to classify it.  I'd reach out to them.  That 4 


would be our correspondents, and then they would kind of oversee 5 


their individual crews. 6 


Q. Okay.  Do you recall any other names of folks who might have 7 


touched this well or been involved in the process of looking at 8 


this well, you know, that would have been engaged at that time 9 


period?  Anybody else that might be able -- 10 


A. Any other particular personnel involved in the actual initial 11 


install? 12 


Q. Yes. 13 


A. I don't have the names. 14 


Q. Okay.  If you do, it would be helpful because, you know, it's 15 


always good to get as many people to tell us what they remember 16 


about it. 17 


A. So what I can do is look at the progress form and see what 18 


the names.  Usually we have the programmer on there that, you 19 


know, signs off on it.  And if there's anybody else that was doing 20 


activity with that well, there may have been a double signature on 21 


there.  I can look at that, validate that.  I believe you guys 22 


have a copy of that. 23 


Q. Okay.  Yeah, I think we do.  The other question I had for you 24 


was going back to Chief Puccetti's question around the regulator 25 
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pressures.  We have taken the equipment that was on the well off 1 


the well and preserved it, okay.  So it's intact.  And we want to 2 


do some testing on that.  So if we set up a test bench to run 3 


pressure to simulate what was coming off the casing side, will we 4 


be able to then tell what the pressure drops were across the 5 


regulators to see what that output looks like? 6 


A. If everything is still in operating condition, you should be 7 


able to, yeah. 8 


Q. Okay.  So the assumptions and everything that you gave us for 9 


the well setup should be able to, you know, hopefully get verified 10 


if we would go through that process? 11 


A. Um-hmm. 12 


Q. As far as you know? 13 


A. Correct. 14 


 MR. McBRIDE:  Okay.  That's all I have.  Thanks. 15 


 MR. AJIBOYE:  So my follow-up question.  This is Gbenga. 16 


 BY MR. AJIBOYE: 17 


Q. So going back to Puccetti's questions.  If the 1-inch line is 18 


in open position, which you have suggested if it's in normal 19 


operating position, condition, that will be the case, right? 20 


A. Right. 21 


Q. Would that have affected the automation in any way or form? 22 


A. No, sir.  Because the way that supply was coming off the 23 


casing over to the 1-inch supply that shares the gas to the 1-inch 24 


supply line, is going to the production separator, and then we're 25 
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getting our gas off the top to supply the automation locally. 1 


Q. Say in the case say you have like a kind of problem with 2 


automation say the automation is frozen or something, would that 3 


have made -- would that have resulted in the valve being in the 4 


open position the 1-inch line?  Would that have prompted anyone to 5 


have opened the 1-inch line if say the automation had some problem 6 


with being frozen during the winter? 7 


A. So if it was frozen, our process is we would go out and 8 


return the valves in the position that we found them in.  So if 9 


that valve was open, if we were to troubleshoot then when we left 10 


and said that site was done or corrected, we would have returned 11 


that valve in the -- back to the open position.  If that was 12 


closed when we got there, we would have done what we could have 13 


done for troubleshooting and left that closed. 14 


Q. And do you guys document if such event happens? 15 


A. Depending on if there is a particular work order, yes.  In 16 


the work orders within the SAP system there may be like a -- 17 


whatever the issue is, was, and most of the time we try to catch a 18 


resolve in the body of that work order as well. 19 


Q. So would that work order caption the position of the valve as 20 


at the time? 21 


A. It may have.  It would have been totally dependent on the 22 


technician.  The variance of in-depth detail.  Some of them are 23 


generic, found regulator froze.  In your example it may be as 24 


generic as found regulator froze, thawed, tested, you know, a 25 
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cycle. 1 


Q. Okay.  So if there is no work order say for, let's assume 2 


there was no work order that was a problem, somebody went and 3 


there was no work order, could they have altered the position of 4 


that valve in any way, form or shape? 5 


A. Normal practice for us was -- is return the valve to the 6 


position that it was.  But I can't -- outside of automation, I 7 


don't know. 8 


 MR. AJIBOYE:  Okay.  That will be the end of the follow-up. 9 


 MR. LEONARD:  I do have a follow-up.  Do you have one? 10 


 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Go ahead because I'm -- 11 


 MR. LEONARD:  This is Mike Leonard. 12 


 BY MR. LEONARD: 13 


Q. So going back to your experience as a -- you were an 14 


operator, correct? 15 


A. Correct. 16 


Q. Okay.  In the configuration that's set up there with the 17 


regulator and everything, if that 1-inch was open and that 1-inch 18 


line had a hole in it, would that automation operate?  Could that 19 


automation operate? 20 


A. That automation could operate.  The tattletale sign normally 21 


that you would see is that leading regulator possibly would have 22 


frost on it because of the additional draw.  It's kind of a 23 


tattletale that we've used in the past.  But depending on severity 24 


of said hole, you may still have enough supply in that 1-inch that 25 
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would function properly. 1 


Q. So if the 1-inch were completely severed. 2 


A. One-inch completely severed, I would have to assume that you 3 


would have lack of gas to run instrumentation unless you created a 4 


back pressure event somehow. 5 


 MR. LEONARD:  Okay.  Go ahead Dave. 6 


 MR. PUCCETTI:  Can I have that picture back for just one 7 


second? 8 


 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Sure. 9 


 MR. PUCCETTI:  Sorry.  He brought up a couple more things.  I 10 


just want to make sure I got it documented correctly. 11 


 BY MR. PUCCETTI: 12 


Q. So I'm going to go back, and just kind of direct you back 13 


here to these quarter-inch line.  So this, this top quarter-inch 14 


supply line is coming off the casing.  Is that correct? 15 


A. No, that -- so what we -- 16 


Q. Excuse me.  It would be the bottom. 17 


A. No. 18 


Q. Quarter-inch. 19 


A. Neither one of those.  Both of those would, from what I can 20 


see from the picture, I would assume that those are going up to 21 


the wellhead Kimray. 22 


Q. Okay. 23 


A. We call on the Kimray itself, we call it our umbrella stack.  24 


So off the top bonnet from the Kimray we usually have a T 25 
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configuration, a short nipple into a T, comes off the two thumb 1 


valves.  Yeah.  So this configuration here.  And you would 2 


normally have -- so the line with the filter, depending on where a 3 


latch valve is sitting which that's what automated -- open and 4 


closes cycle.  Your filter line would come into the latch valve, 5 


and the other line would come into the opposite side of that 6 


umbrella stack. 7 


Q. Okay. 8 


A. So if you had to do any manual service of this wellhead, you 9 


can close the latch valve automated supply and open it manually. 10 


Q. Okay.  And we had gotten that before.  So what pressures 11 


again?  I'm going to write this down.  What pressures are we 12 


operating off those two quarter-inch lines? 13 


A. Going to say normal it's probably around 25 to 30 psi. 14 


Q. Great.  And then on the three-eighths line again back here, 15 


and this is a better picture here it's coming off, and then -- I 16 


don't know if we can capture it over here or not. 17 


A. You can kind of see.  It gets a little bit convoluted on that 18 


one. 19 


Q. Okay.  So we're coming back.  This one here is a little bit 20 


more confusing for us.  I'm showing this three-eighths line.  21 


We're coming over into this T right here.  What pressures again 22 


are we operating from there?  Because that's coming through the 23 


regulator. 24 


A. That's coming through the regulator off the casing side.  I'd 25 
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say normally you would see operations approximately 60 psi. 1 


Q. Okay, 60 psi.  So now do you know that these regulators -- we 2 


were told that those operate at zero to 80 psi.  Is that accurate? 3 


 MR. CHHATRE:  That would help. 4 


 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Would this be more useful that you see 5 


the whole thing? 6 


 MR. PUCCETTI:  Yeah, absolutely, perfect.  Thanks. 7 


 BY MR. PUCCETTI: 8 


Q. So and what we're looking for -- so this is a, again, this is 9 


a regulator that we were told would operate from zero to 80 psi.  10 


So we've got -- is that -- would that be accurate? 11 


A. That sounds like normal operating parameters. 12 


Q. Okay.   13 


 MR. CHHATRE:  You want let him write that on the picture? 14 


 MR. PUCCETTI:  Yeah. 15 


 BY MR. PUCCETTI: 16 


Q. If you want to go ahead and do that again for me.  Just 17 


circle that on there, and then just zero to 80 psi. 18 


A. On this picture? 19 


Q. Yeah.  Just right here on the regulator.  And then if you can 20 


just write your name on there again and what the operating 21 


pressures would be.  So understanding automation get a good idea 22 


of that, we've got a good idea of this regulator.  What pressures, 23 


if this is working correctly, then am I to understand that this 24 


would be 60 psi going down through the 1-inch line? 25 
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A. Approximately 60 psi going through that 1-inch line. 1 


Q. Okay.  So is it safe to say if that regulator was screwed in 2 


all the way that we'd be operating and putting 80 pounds of 3 


pressure in that 1-inch line? 4 


A. Yeah.  Under normal operating circumstances, yes, sir. 5 


Q. Okay.  So -- 6 


A. If everything was normally functioning correctly, yes. 7 


Q. Okay.  So back to Mr. Leonard's question that we had is that 8 


if we've got 60 to 80 pounds of pressure going into that 1-inch 9 


line and it's an open cut line and it's running approximately 17 10 


feet, it's a poly line, we've pretty much proved that there was no 11 


break in the line, but it was open to the dirt so it would have 12 


been compacted, and so they could have used enough back pressure 13 


to make the automation work correctly if it was running up around 14 


80 psi. 15 


A. If it was cranked in, and you were able to say that that had 16 


a back pressure event where you weren't just open-ended blowing, 17 


then, yes, you'd probably have enough supply on that whole system 18 


to operate that correctly. 19 


Q. And then the other question I had, you had talked about 20 


frosting.  So if we're running that regulator at 80 psi when the 21 


well is in production, where would we get the frost? 22 


A. You would see the frost build right on the regulator itself. 23 


Q. Okay.  Anything back on here this assembly at all?  Would you 24 


get any frost on here at all? 25 
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A. Not normally.  Your normal is going to be you frosted on your 1 


pressure drop. 2 


Q. Okay.  So it would be frosted on the (indiscernible).  So 3 


there would be possible frost on the regulator.  Okay.  I 4 


appreciate that.  Everything is done here.  If you want to -- you 5 


got your name, date, and everything put.  Okay.  Thank you very 6 


much. 7 


 MR. PUCCETTI:  That's all I have, Ravi. 8 


 MR. CHHATRE:  Okay.   9 


 MR. McBRIDE:  I have one other follow-up question. 10 


 MR. CHHATRE:  Sure. 11 


 MR. McBRIDE:  Along those lines. 12 


 MR. CHHATRE:  Identify. 13 


 MR. McBRIDE:  It's David McBride again. 14 


 BY MR. McBRIDE: 15 


Q. I just wanted to be clear that with respect to the back 16 


pressure calculation, whether or not there was residual pressure 17 


enough to run the well or not.  You're not an expert in this. 18 


A. No. 19 


Q. And you can't tell for sure whether there was or wasn't or 20 


could or couldn't have been.  This is all speculation on your part 21 


about that? 22 


A. Correct. 23 


 MR. McBRIDE:  Okay.  I appreciate it.  Thank you. 24 


 MR. CHHATRE:  Any questions?  25 
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 If not, thank you so much for stopping by and helping us.  1 


Appreciate your time. 2 


 MR. SCHNEIDER:  Thank you. 3 


 MR. CHHATRE:  Off the record. 4 


 (Whereupon, the interview was concluded.) 5 
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