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THE VIDEOGRAPHER: This begins the video

1 1 Right 621. .

2 tape deposition of Michae! Minnette taken on behalf 2 Do you understand this afternoon, sir, that

3 of the defendant the Boelng Company and McDonnell 3 you are here to provide testimony under oath In what's

4 Douglas Corporation. In the matter of In Re Alrcrash 4 called a deposition?

5 " near Point Mugu on January 31, 2000. 5 A Yes, sir. :

[ This case Is venued in the United States 6 " Q Have you had your deposition taken before?

7. District Court, Northern District of California. The 7 “A No, sir.

8 MDL docket number Is 00-1343-CRB. S 8 Q Let me try to go over some basic ground

9 ‘This deposttion is belng held at 685 9 rules to make sure that you understand the process and -
10 Market Street, in San Frandsco, California on 10 thatwecan eommunltzte effectively here this
11 July 11, 2000. The video operator Is Missy Fortunato 11 afternoon.
12 of PES Video Service, main office In Fresno, 12 It's important in connection with
13 Californla. The court reporter ks Jan Serra of 13 responding to my questions as well as the questions of
14 Atkinson-Baker Court Reporters located In Glendale, 14 other counse! seated around the table that you answer
15 Californla, We are going on the record at . 15 each question with a yes or 8 no or with whatever the
16 approdmately 3:31 p.m. 16 question may call for. And simply nodding your head
17 WIIl counse! please state thelr appearances 17 or shaking your head Is not appropriate.
18 for the record. : 18 Do you understand that?
19 MR. FRANKEL: Steve Franke! on behalf of . 19 A Yes, sir..
20 defendants the Boelng Company and McDonnell Douglas | 20 Q Now, in connection with my questions, if at
21 Comoratlon. : 21 - lny point In time you dont understand a question that
22 MR. HULTQUIST: Michael Hultquist on behalf 22 X pose to you or would like it repeated or rephrased,
23 of the Boeing Company and McDonnell Douglas 23 please ask me to do that and I'll be happy or ask the
24 Corporation. 24 court reporter to read back what X asked you.
25 MR. BOYLE: Kevin Boyle on behalf of 25 . Will you do that?

Page 6 Page 8

1 various plaintiffs and the Plainﬁffs’ Steerlng 1 A Yes, sir.

2 Committee. 2 Q Ifyoudo answer my quesﬁon 'm golng to .

3 MR, RUSHING: Good afternoon. Don Rushing, 3 assume that you understood it

4 on behalf of Alaska Airfines. ‘ 4 Is that fair?

5 MR. HICKEY: Chﬁstopher Hickey, for 5 A Yes, sir.

6 Equilon. 6 Q Now, if at any point during the proceedings

7 MS. LIDDY: Mary uddy, on behalf of the 7 here you would like to take a break, please let me

8 Shell Oil Company. 8 know and we will take a recess and go off the record

9 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: And will the court 9 solongas therels nota quesﬁon pending to you at
10 reporher please swear in the wﬂnss. 10 thetime.
1 . 1 Do you understand that?
12 MICHAEL MINNETTE, - 12 A Yes. .
13 having first been duly affirmed, was 13 Q HNow, at the conclusion of these proceedings
14 examined and Iaesﬁﬁed as follows: 14 the court reporter will prepare a transcript of my
15 15 questions and your answers as well as the questions
16 BCAMINATION 16 and answers that may be, the questions that may be .
17 ' 17 propounded by other counsel seated around the table
18 BY MR. FRANKEL: 18 and your answers to those questions.
19 Q Would you please shte your name far the 19 Do you undershnd that?
20 record. 20 A Yes. '
21 A Mynamels Michae! Minnette. . 21 Q Do you understand that you‘ll be given an
2 Q Good aftemoon. Mr. Minnette. Mv namels 22 ‘opportunity to review that transcript sometime In the
23 Steve Frankel. I representthe defendants the Boeing | 23 future? .
24 Company and McDonnell Douglas Corporation In this 24 A 1wasn't aware of that. But yes, 1
25 litigation arising from the crash of Alaska Alrdines | 25 understand.

Page 7 Page 9
. Atkinson-Baker, Inc. 1-800-288-3376
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1  Q Doyouunderstand that you'll have the 1 Q How long have you been the lead Inspedaor
2 opportunity to make changes to the answers thatyou - 2 onthe graveyard shift?
3 give here today in connection with that revlew? 3 A Since 2000.
4 A Yes, sir. 4 Q Any particular time in 20007
S Qtfyoumakeasubstanhvedzangelnoneof S, Al'mnotposlﬁveofmemmﬂ'l I believe
6 your answers from changing a yes to a no or otherwise 6 Rtwas April.
7 changing the substance of your answers, do you 7 Q You are stationed at the Oakland Hangar 6
£ understand that I, together with the other counsel _ 8 facllity of Alaska Airlines?
S geated around the table here, may be able to comment 9 A That'’s correct. - :
10 upon that at the time of trial and the reasons for 10 Q Let's go back to the time that you were
11 those changes? 11 hired by Alaska In December X think you said of 1989,
12 A Yes, sir. . 12 iIsthatright?
13 MR. RUSHING: Mr. Minnette, I'm going to 13 A Correct. N
14 ask you to keep your voice up, ¥ you will, so that 14 Q What position did you start out at when you
15 the court report can hear what you're saying okay. 15 were hired for Alaska Airlines?
16- - "THE WITNESS: Okay. 16 A 1started out as a sheet metal mechanic.-
17 MR. RUSHING: I'know It's tempting to be 17 Q Approximately how long d‘d you hold that
18 soft-spoken since you're right across the table from 18 posltion? .
19 Mr. Franke!, but it's going to make her life a lot 15 Alheldmatpodﬁonmﬂllm I become
20 easler If you could, okay. 20 a lead sheet metal mechanic on the swing shift. P
21 THE WITNESS: Okay. 21 Q How long did you hold the lead sheet metal
22 MR. RUSHING: Excuse the hterruptxon. 22 mechanic position?
23 Q MR. FRANKEL: In responding to my 23 A Until I became an inspector.
24 questions and the questions of other counsel we are 24 Q When was that?
25 interested in getling your personal recollections, 25 A 1895, .
Page 10 Page 12
1 knowledge, not your speculation or guesses. 1 Q Youwere an lnspector for Alaska Alrlines
2- - Ifinresponding to a question it would 2 for what period of time? .
3 call for you to speculate or guess In responding to 3 Were you an inspector up until the time you
4 the question, would you please so state In responding 4 becamealead Insped:or In April of, in April of 20007
5 to the question? ‘ S A Yes, sir,
6 A Yes, sir, 6 Q Have all the positions that you have held
7 MR. RUSHING: SIr, that’s not an invitation 7 with Alaska Ailines been at Hangar 6 at the Oaldand
8 o guess or speatate though, 8 fadlity?
9 THE WITNESS: 1 understand. 9 A Yes, sir.
10 MR. RUSHING: Iwould prefer that you not - 10 Q Could you describe what you did as far as
11 speculate. 11 employment prior to the time that you joined
12 Q MR. FRANKEL: Is there any reason, 12 Alaska Aldines in December of 198972
13 Mr. Minnette, efther because of a medical condition, 13 A For approximately two years prior to that,
14 because you're taking medication or for any reason 14 make that a year and a half, I was employed at
15 that would preciude you to provide accurate and 15 Lockheed Missiles and Space In Sunnyvale.
‘16 h-uﬂxfultshmonytoustlﬁsaftemoonmlslnﬂﬁs 16 Prior to that for about 2 year and 2 half
17 deposition? _ 17 to two years I worked for World Alrways as what Is now
18 A No. 18 the United hangar over jn Oakland.
19 ‘'Q By whom are you employed Mr. anette? 19 And prior to that I was in Colorado. 1
20 A Alaska Alrlines. - 20 worked for Pioneer Alrlines for approximately one year
21 Q How long have you been employed by A!aska 21. - from, that would be from "84 late °84 till ‘85, when 1
22 Altlines? 22 . moved out here.
23 A Since December of 1989, 23 . Q Prior ta the position that you held with
24 Q Your current position with Alaska Alrl'nes? 24 Pioneer Alrfines what did you do? :
25 A ‘Lead Inspector graveyard shift. 25 - A For one year prior to that I worked for
Page 11 Page 13
Atkinson-Baker, Inc. 1-800-288-3376
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Minisaribe Corporation in Longmont, Colorado as a
wduﬂdanworklngonharddiskdmg.
Min-ts-or-i-be. -
Pdortomatlmsunemp!wedgdngm
schoo! as an electronic technidan and to get my
A and P license. That was from mid-1982 until I
started with Pioneer,whldlwasmeendof'ali.
Prior to that I was an air traffic
controtler for the FAA from December - take that
back -- from October of ‘74 until August 3rd of 1581,
Q Youwerennalr traffic controller at what
facllity? :
A DenverCenber I.ongrmnt,Colorado.
Q Have you ever served lntheAmly fom?
A Yes, sir, From 19, June of '67 till -
Deoemberof'nlwaslnmeAirForoeasmalr
traffic controller.
Q Any cther poslhons that vou bave held in
connection with aircraft maintenance that you haven't

1
2
3
4
5
‘6
7

9
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19

Q 1s the first time that you had any
involvement with MD-80 alrcraft when ynu Joined Alaska
in December of 19892

A That's correct.

Q Had you performed any malntenance onany
other Boeing or McDonnell Douglas fixed-wing sirgaft
In any of your prior positions?

A Yes, sir.

Q Which alrcraft?

A DC10, DCBs.

Q Any others? . .

A Not that I can remember,

Q Do you know what a jadcscrew membly ona
horizontal stabilizer is?

A Yes, sir. .

Q Whatls your understandmg of what it is?

A It's 2n assembly that moves the, basically
trims the nose of the alrcraft in-an up or down
configuration for ease of flight. ‘

previously described? 20 Q In any of your prior positions had you ever
A 1 worked, I did work some part-ime whlle 21 performed any maintenance on any §ackscrew lsemb!y
with Alaska. I'm not current on the years for 22 component on any alrcraft?
part-time for Flying Vikings in Hayward, working smalt 23 A No, sir. _
aircraft in maintenance. ) . 24 Q Apart from your A and P Kcense, do you
Q You told us that you at some point In the 25 hold any other licerse or certifications? ' i
Page 14 Page 16
1 1980's recelved an A and P license; Is that comect? g A Yes, sir, Ihavea prhrate pilot's
2 A That's correct. : 2 license.
3 Q Do you recall what year you obtained your 3 Q Any other licenses?
4 [license? 4 A No, sir.
5 A My license ks dated January of 1985. 5 QIn connechon with your deposiuon here
6 Q Does it remain In force and effect today? 6 today, did you view any documents in preparation for
7 A Yes, sir, 7 2
'8 Q Has that ever been revoked or suspended? 8 A I have seen coples of the work card.
9 A No, sir.- g Q When you say "work card,” are you -'eferrlng
10. Q In connection with the positions that 10 toa MIG-4 -
11 you've described to us that you have held, whether It 1 A No, sir. .
12 be n air traffic controller position or the positions 12 Q -- work card?
13 that you have held with the other companiés that 13 A-No, sir. T'm referring to a task card.
14 you've described, did you leave the various positions 14 Q Ataskcard for?
15 thatyou held voluntarily? 15 . A The Jackscrew inspection.
16 A Yes, sir. .16 Q For a jackscrew Inspection?
17 Q Itake It that your, you were hononb!y 17 A Yes, sir,
18 discharged from the Alr Fome? 18 Q Did you review any other documents?
19 " A Comect. 19 A Yes, sir.
20 Q Prior to coming to work for Ala#ka Alrlines 20 ' Q What other documents, other than the task
21 In 1989 in connection with the alrcraft maintenance | | 21 card for the a Jackscrew inspection, did you review?
22 positions that you would have held with World Alrways ‘] 22 A Ireviewed my statement from the NTSB, FAA.
23 or Pioneer Alrlines, did you perform maintenance in - 23 Q Any other documents?
24 wnnecﬁon with MD-80 aircraft? 24 A No. .
25 " A No, sir. 25 Q Did you meet with anyone in connection with
Page 1S Page 17
Atkinson-Baker, Inc. 1-800-288-3376
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1 your deposition here today? 1 A Well, I mean there Is always talk around
2 A I met with my lawyers. 2 the hangar amongst employees.  Other than that, no
3 Q When did you first meet with any lawyers 3 s,
4 conceming your deposition? 4 Q Other than talk amongst employees at the
5 A Two days ago. : S hangar, I take it that you've never been interviewed
6 Q Who did you meet with? 6 ' separately other than by NTSB representatives and what
7 A I met with Don and Mike. Mike Kerns. 7 brings you here today; is that correct?
8 Q Mike Kerns? 8 A That's corect.
9 A Yes, ‘9 1 would like to add that 1 did meet with
10 Q Was anyone else pment for that meeting 10 other lawyers In between. But that was all. There
11 other than Mr. Rushing and Mr. Kerns? 11 was no formal goings on after that or anything until I
12 A No, sir, L 12 got notice that there may be a deposition.
13 Q Did you review any documents other thanthe | 13 Q When you say you met with other lawyers n
14 task card that you previously described and the 14 Dbetween, are you, Is it your testimony that you had
15 statement before the NTSB at that meeting? 15 meetings with lawyers for Alaska Alrlines?
16 A'Ys 1 did see a copy of the MIG-4 for 16 A Yes. .
17 that. 17 Q Sometime afher your NTSB interview and
18 Q This meeting hok plaoe this past 'I‘usday? 18 before you had the meeting with M-, Kerns and
19 A Comrect. 19 Mr. Rushing this past Tuesday?
20 Q Where did the meeting take place? 20 A That's cormrect.
b | -A At a hotel down the street. Four Seasons I 21 Q About how many of those meeﬁnns?
22 believe. 22 A Just one. .
23 Q About how long d’ d it last? 23 Q Did that take place someﬂme in 2000, or
24 A Two and a half hours. ‘ 24 was it more recent?
25 Q Prlortothatmeebnghadyoumetmm 25 A Tthad to be I guess at least a year ago or
Page 18 Page 20
1 anyone else conceming your deposition here today? 1 more. - 1don't recollect the exad: time, the ime -
2 A No, sir. 2 frame.
3 Q Now, you mentioned that you gave a 3 - Q Doyourecall whether, In connection with
4 statement to the NTSB in connection with matters 4 that meeting, you reviewed any documents?
5 arising out of the crash of Alrcraﬂ; Alaska _ 5 A No. There was no documents that 1 recall.
- & Flight 261? 6 Q About how long did that meeting last?
7 AThat’soorrect. ? A Two hours. Maybe three. _
8 Q. You did that sometime In or about Februarv 8 Q Did that take place at the Oakland hangar?
9 ©f 2000; Is that correct? : . 9. A No, sir. That was here in San Francisco.
10 A That would be correct. 10 Q At alawyer's office or some other
1 Q Other than the statement that you gave to 11 focation?
12 representatives of the NTSB In February of 2000, have 12 A -1 believe they were working, thev were
13 you on any other occasion been interviewedbyany | 13  working out of that office. I don’t know that it was
14 representative of any federal, state or local agency 14 their office or if it was contracted.
1S concerning matters arising out of the crash of 15 Q Do you recall where you met?
16 Alaska Alrfines Flight 2617 - 16 A No, sir. Not the exact place.
17 A No, sir. 17 I know It was downtown here in
18 Q Have you met with anyone where you 18 San Frandisco, but R was not here on Market Street.
19 discussed matters concerning the crash of Flight 261 * | 19 ] know that.
20 other than this deposition, the meetings with your 20° Q I want to focus on the perlod of time when
21 counse! snd your Interview before representatives of 21 you first jolned Alaska Alrlines back in December of
22 the NTSB in Febnuary of 20007 ' 22 1989, c )
23 A Not on a formal basis. 23 Did you recelve any formal training upon
24 Q When you say "notona formal basls what 24 being hired In December of 1989 by Alaska or anyone
25 do you mean by that? 25 else concerning maintenance on the aircraft that
Page 19 Page 21
Atkinson-Baker, Inc. 1-800-288-3376
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A!aska Alrlines operated at the time?

“The CAN mapping dass was taught by an

1 . 1
2 A Yes, sir. We did recelve an Indoctrination 2 outsldeparty Andmatwastaughtatlhehangar
3 course In the airaraft. 1 know they have two courses. 3 Seattle.
4 We had both of them at the time. Ibellevetherewas 4 Q Do you know who taught that class?
5 two courses. -1 A John, Ican'trerwnbertﬂslastname. He's
6 Q Was one course on Alaska Alrfines’ ‘6 from Texas.
7 procedures and another class focused on the MD-80 7 Q Do you know what company he was associated
'8  aircraft? 8 with? -
9 A That could be. I can't remember the exact 9 A No, sir. Ican't remember it right now.
10 courses. They may have changed. 10 Q It was not a class that was taught by any
1 1 think, I know there was basic MD-80 . 11 Boeing or McDonnell Douglas emplnyee?
12 course, which I believe we had. And then one that 12 A No, sir,
13 dealt more nto systems 1 believe. ButI'mnot =1 13 Q Any other classroom lnstruction that you
14 can remember two courses. But I cant remember 14 have had on McDonnell Douglas or Boeing aircraft?
15 exacty what they are, 15 A Not that I can remember,
16 Q Didthedassestakeplace,asbestyou 16 " Q I'want to focus on the period of time, 17
17 could recoliect, at Hangar 6 at Oakiand Alrport? 17 we can, between the time you started kn December of
18 A Yes, sir, Yes, sir, _ 18 - 1989 through the period of time that you were a lead
19 Q Do you recollect that Alaska Airllnes 19 sheet metal mechanic through 1995. During that period
20 employees taught the dasses? : 20 oftime. |
21 A Yes, sir, 21 Did you have occasion at any time while you
22 Q Other than the formal dlassroom Instruction’ 22 were a mechanic for Alaska Airlines of ever having
23 that you received on or about the time youwere hired | 23 performed a lubrication of a borlzontal stabllizer
24 back in December of 1989, have you attended any other | 24 jackscrew assembly?
25 dassroom Instruction on MD-80 aircraft since foinlng = | 25 A No, sir, -
Page 22 Page 24
1 Alaska back in December of 19897 - 1 Q Did you ever have occasion to observe
2 A 1did a course on sheet metal in Seattfe 2 anyone doing such a maintenance task on an MD-80
3 wmdiaslremuwasoﬂentedmwardsboﬂlﬂoelngand 3  alrcraft?
4 Waa ! X 4 A No, sir.
5 -Q Was that a dass taught by Alaska Alrlines 5 Q During the period of time between December
6 employees? ' 6 1989 and 1995 when you first became an inspector for
7 A Yes, sir. ' 7 Alaska Alslines, had you yourself ever performed what
8 Q Or by someone else? 8 iIsknown as an end-play check on a jackscrew
9 A No, by Alaska Alrlines employees. 8 horizontal stabilizer assembly?
10 Q Was that an Alaska Alrllnes fadlity ln 10 A No, sir, / _
11 Seattle? : X _ 1 Q Had you ever cbserved anyone else doing so?
12 A That's eonect. : 12 A Yes, sir.
13 Q Oﬂmerﬂxantmsdassonsheetmeulln 13 Q On how many occasions?
14 Seattle, do you recall attending other any other 14 A Two at least. Perhaps three.
15 dassroom training or instruction conceming Boelngor | 15 Q And In what capacity were you observing the
16 McDonnell Douglas aircraft slnce you mrted with 16 end-play check; if you can recollect?
17 Alaskain 19897 17 A 1was lead sheet metal at the tme. And as
18 A Yes, sir, IattendedaBoelngMdas 18 I recollect I was assisting with some new hires that
19 for the 400. Ihave been to dass for the 700. And I 19  were up there - or relative new hires, perhaps
20 attended a dass for CAN mapping on the 737-200. 20 several months, but stifl relatively new -- and other
21 Q@ Where did those classes take place? 21 personnel In setting up the jackscrew for, In satting
2 AmemwussmokplaoeatmeOakland 22  up the equipment for the check; setting up the gauges.
23 hangar. . - 23 Q Do you recall approximately when that would
24 Q Taught by Alaska Alfines? ‘ 24 have been?
] ‘A Taught by Alaska Alrlines employees, yes. 3 A No, sir. Not any dates.
Page 23 Page 25
- Atkinson-Baker, Inc. 1-800-288-3376
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1 ~ Q Did you observe the completion of all the 1 shift supervisor,
2 steps in the check, In the end-play check at that time 2 Q Do you recall In the September-October 1997
3 ordidyou just, were you just involved In helping set 3 time period as to who the day shift supervisor would
4 up? 4 have been?
5 AJustprImarysemp. 5 A I believe k would have been Manue! Diaz.
6 Q Now, between 1995, the time you beame an 6"’ Q In the 1997 time period, September-October,
7 Inspector, through 1997 - let's focus on that . 7 how many other inspectors would be on duty with you
§ period - I take It that as an Inspector -~ let me 8 during the graveyard shift as typical routine practice
S strike all that. 9 atthattime?
10 In your capacity as an Inspector during 10 A 1 don't remember the exact number we 1ad on
11 that period of time would you have had occasion to 11 days at that ime.
12 inspect the lubrication of a jackscrew horizontal 12 Q Let me ask you this. :
13 stabilizer assembly? 13 During the period between 1895 and 1997 o .
14 MR. RUSHING: Still 1595 through 19977 14 you have any recollection as to what the fluctuation
15 - MR. FRANKEL: Cosrect. 15 would have been, what was the largest number of
16 THE WITNESS: No, sir. - 16 inspectors that would be on duty and what would be the
17 Q MR. FRANKEL: With respect to an end-play ) 17 smallest? =~ .
18 check on a Jackscrew assembly during that period of - 18 What would be the range?
19 time, did you have occasicn in your capadty ¢s an 19 A 1would say one to four.
20 lnspector to be the Inspector on end-play checks 20 1 can, may go back to the guestion on
21 between 1995 and 199772 , 21 supervisors -
22 A Tthink I was involved in one or two. I 22 Q Sure.
23 can't specify time or alrgraft. : 23 A =1 believe we did have a supervisor that
24 Q Fomslngonmeperiodﬁ-omuwmme 24 -1 think was Manny, Manue! Diaz. JohnnyBalnerwasme
25 date of the accident, January 31st, 2000, do you know | 25 day shift supervisor. .
" Page26 Page 28
1 how many end-play checks you would have been Involved 1 Q Iwould like you to just describe for me,
2 induring that period of time as an inspector? 2 asbest you can in your own words, what you understand
3 A No, sir. - 3 yourjob Is as an Inspector for Alaska Alrlines or
4 Q Just to complete the loop here, during the 4 what you understood it to be in the 1897 time period;
§ period between 1997 and the date of the accident, 5. what did you understand you were supposed to be doing
€ January 31st, 2000, would you have had occasion in | 6 iIn your capacity as an inspector?
7 your capacity as inspector to have Inspected a . 7 A As 2n inspector, my job is to follow the
8 [lubrication of a jackscrew assembly? 8 inspection task cards on the inbound alraraft, to
9 A No, sir. § report by writing MIG-4s any discrepancy which Is
10 Q Is that because that mainbenam:e task . 10 noted, to accomplish any checks that I was felt
11 lubrication of a jackscrew assembiy does not require 11 qualified or was qualified to accomplish, and to check
12 sninspector? . 12 and certify any work that was done by mechanics.
13 A Yes, sir, 13 Q You know what a task card is? '
14 Q Now, focusing on the period In the fa!l of 14 A Yes, sir.
15 1997 = looking at the period between September and 15 Q And am X correct that lt the Oaktand
16 October 1997 In particular - would you have been 16 facility of Alaska Alrlines that typlcally -- and
17 working the grave shift during that perlod of time? 17 focusing on the 1997 time period now September and
18 A Yes, sir. 18 October -- that the fadility was prindpally devoted
19 Q To whom would you have been reporﬁng In 15 to performing heavy maintenance checks on MD-B0
20 your capacity as an laspector at that time? 20 aircraft; Is that correct? .
21 -A T don't recal that we had a supervisor 21 A Yes, sir.
22 assigned per se to graveyard shift at that time. 22 Q And in connection with perfon-nlng
23 'Q In the absence of a supervisor, would there 23 maintenance, heavy maintenance on MD-80 aircraft
24 be anyone to whom you would report? 24 through what are known as C-checks as I understand it;
25 A I would report in the momings to the day 25 Is thatright?
Page27 Page 29
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1 A Correct. 1 Q Do you know from having recelved this back
2 ' Q There are a variety of maintenance tasks 2 in September of 1997 who the mechanic was that
3 thathavetobe performed at any given C-check; 3 performed this end-play chieck and who the inspector
4 comrect?’ 4 was that particdipated in this end-play check? -
5 A Correct. 5 A Iknew who at the ime the Inspector was.
6 . Q Andlnconnectionmmperfom\tngﬂxose * 6 Iwasn'taware of the mechanic. -
7 C-check maintenance tasks, work task cards are 7 Q Who was -~ _
€ generated; correct? 8 . Whatwas your understanding back in
9 A Yes, sir. 9 Séptember of 1997 as to the inspector was that
10 Q And those task cards are distributed to 10 performed this check?
11 ' lead mechanics and in turn to mechanics for the 1. A Inspector 71; Lito Bautista.
12 performance of those maintenance tasks' correct? 12 Q Mr, Bautista, did he work on the same shift
13 A That's correct. 13 as an inspector as you did?
14 ~'Q And you, as'an inspector, where an 14 A No, sir.
15 Inspection would be required on a particular : 15 Q What shift did he work on?
16 maintenance task would accompany a mechanictothe | 16 A Day shift.
17 alrcraft and observe the mechanic performing the 17 Q Did you have occaslon ever during the
18 particular step or steps of that particular 18 course of your time at Alaska Alrlines to work
19 maintenance task; is that right? 19 together with Mr. Bautista?
20 A Yes, sir. ' 20 A No, sir,
21 - Q The mechanic would sign off on the task 21 Q Have you ever had occasion to speak with
22 cardtoﬂlestepthathehad performed, and to the 22 Mr. Bautista?
23 extent that the task card required an Inspection sign 23 A Yes, sir.
24 off, you would sign off or stamp It, certifying that 24 Q When do you recall ever having spoken to
25 the mechanic had properly performed that particular 25 WMr, Bautista? :
Page 30 Page 32
1 stepofthemalntenametaslq Isthatr!ght? 1 A Generally when we get off in the momings
2 A That's comrect. - 2 for one or two days a week I'll see him for a short
3 MR. FRANKEL: Now I would like to have the 3 time. )
4 - witness be provided with the exhibit notebook. 4 Q When your shift is ending and his shift is
5 MR. RUSHING: (Complying) 'S beginning? '
6 MR. FRANKEL: And direct your attention to - 6 A Correct, sir. \
7 first of all Exhibit 126. 7 QMfarasynulmow,Mr.Bauhstalsl
8 THE WITNESS: (Complying) 8 competent, well-respected inspector at
9  Q MR. FRANKEL: Do you recognize Exhibit 126 ‘9  Alaska Alrlines?
10 as an Acme screw nut and end-play check pass card? 10 A Yes, sir.
1 A Yes, sir.’ ’ : 1 Q Have you ever heard any criticism about the
12 Q Is this one of the documents that you 12 performance of his fob at Alaska Alriines?
13 reviewed prior to your deposition today? ‘ ‘13 A No, sir.
14 A Yes, s, 4 Q Did you know who the mechanlcwas or fid
‘15 Q From your review of Exhibit 126, am I 15 not who the mechanic was that performed this end-play
16 correct that this is the Acme screw nut and end-play 16 checkin September of 19977
17 check that would have been performed on Alrcraft 963 | 17 A No, sir. Atthe time I didn't.
18 during its C-5 check at the Oakland fadlity inthe 18 Q When did you subsequently learn who the
19 September 1997 time pexiod? 19 mechanic was that performed the end-play check?
20 A Yes, sir. - 20 A I can't recollect right offhand.
21 Q Didyou - 21 The best I can remember Is when right after
22 Do you recall having seen Exhlbit 126 as 22 the accident. Ihadn't really pald any attention to
23 you sit here today, having seen It back at the time it 23 who the mechanic was at the time.
24 was originally prepared In September of 1997? 24 @ With respect to Exhibit 126, do you
25 A Yes, sir, : 25 recollect under what circumstances you first saw that
Page 31 Page 33
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exhibit?

A The night that I was asked to go redo the
Q Do you recall what night that was?

A -1 belleve it was on Friday, which at that
time I believe was a Wednesday night, for Thursday
morming shift.

Q This end-playdnedcthatls before us as.
Exhibit 126, I think the record will show that It was
performed Initially on the 27th of September 1997,
which I believe was a Saturday.

- Does that In any way refresh your
recoliection as to when you would have been asked to
perform a re-check?
"MR. RUSHING: Doyouwantwshowh!mﬂ'se
MIG-4 to help him refresh?
MR. FRANKEL: Yeah,
THE WITNESS: Idon't recall. . )
I think we were still on five elght's then,
So it may have been, may have been on my Thursday.
Mﬂdllhavemjudgebymosedaws,becawemat‘s

DONOMTNIAWN-

[T
-0

12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20

21

Q MR. FRANKEL: Let me just make sure the
record Is clear. '
As best you can recollect, having now
looked at a calendar of the September, late September,
early October 1997 period, R's your best recoliection

* that the days off that you would have had would have

been Wednesday and Thursdays; Is that correct?

A Yes, sir.

Q And having looked at the calendar and
Jooked at Exhibit 130, the MIG-4 form, do you know
when you acted as the inspector in a re-check of this
end-play on the Alrcraft 963 jackscrew assembly?

A Yes, sir. It was on, & was on the 30th.

Q Now, prior -- I viant to just darify
something. ) ]

Prior to September 30th, 1997 had you been
made aware in any way that a MIG-4 form had been
written that in ariy way related to the horizontal
stabilizer Jackscrew assembly on Alrcraft 9632

A No, sir.

Q So the first occasion that you became aware

10 (Pages 34 to 37)

how I keep track of where I'm at. . 22 that there was any Issue with respect to end-play on
At that time it would have - see this was 23 Alrcraft 963 was on September 30th, during your
30th — 24 graveyard shift that day? :
Q MR. FRANKEL. You're now looklng at 25 A Correct.
Page 34 Page 36
1 Exhibit 130, the MIG-4 form? 1 Q Can you tell me as best you can recollect
2 A Yes, sir, 2 what the drcumstances were when you were first
3 I can't remember my days off. Id;dchange 3 advised -
4 days off at one time. If I was off Wednesday and 4 . Howd'dyouﬁrstqetadvlsedaboutﬁﬂs
5 Thursday, this took place on what would be Tuesday 5 re-check?
6 nlngorWednesday Which would be going into my 6 A Ron Hensel and Ron Azbell came to me and
7 daysoff. , 7 saldmeyhadtodoare-dled(mmejadsawonme
8 You say that the 27th was ona Saturday; 8 end-play.
9 that comrect? 9 . Q Now, mr. Hensel was a lead mechanic on the
10. MR. FRANKEL: I'm just confirming that - 10 graveyard shift?
11 because - 1 A That's correct.
12 MR. RUSHING: Let me show him a calendar 12 Q And Mr. Azbell was a mechanic that reported
13 for that period. 13 to Mr. Hensel? .
14 MR. FRANKEL: That’s whatlwasgolngto 14 A That's correct.
15 look at s a calendar. And the 27th was a Saturday. 15 Q Do you recall when during the course of the
16 The 30th of September was a Tuesday. 16  shift they first approached you?
17 THE WITNESS: Iwas off 1 believe 17 Was it at the beginning of the graveyard
18 Wednesday-Thursday during that period of time. 18 shift on the 30th or at the end?
19 Because as I recollect - let’s see. _ , 19 - A Idontrecall the ime. Iwould say
20 As I recollect that was on my Friday. I - 20 approximately mid-shift, which may be one, two o'dock
21 believe I was off Wednesdays and Thursdays. - 21  in the moming, roughly.
22 Because -~ the reason I say that Is just because I - 2 Q Did they come to you together?
23 dont remember the alrcraft. I'm not sure of the- 23 A Yes, sir.
24 release date, but I don't recall that the aircraft was 24 Q Do you know whether any other inspector was
'25 still there when I came back to work after my shift. 25 on duty on your shift that night during that graveyard
Pagc 35 Page 37
Atkinson-Baker, Inc. 1-800-288-3376

—



o

(

e

9C049B2 .
Michael Minette - July 11, 2002 (Volume I) -
1 shift? 1 atleast the completed MIG-4 that was, thathas
2 A No,sir. 2 information concerning the second check, what I want
3 Q If ancther Inspector would have been on 3. toreally try to understand ks that when you first saw
4 that shift do you know who it would have been at that 4 Exhibit 130 can you recollect -- when you first saw
5 time? 5 Exhibit 130 do you recall what was written on it?
6 A No, slr,lan'tremembernams of who was ‘6 A 1believe everything from the discrepancy
7 assigned to that shift.. -- 7 and planned action waswrittenon kasfarasl .
8  Q When Mr. Azbell and Mr. Hense! approached 8 recall, requesting the reevaluation for the task card.
9 you, what did they say as best you can recoflect? 9 Q So the line under "planned action” that you'
10 " A Idon'trecall any exact words, Icant— 10 see says “replace nut and perform EO-8-55-10-01" and
11 I'd be wrong to spedfy anything. Idont remember - 11 some Initials and a date after that, was that line
12 the exact conversation so — 12 through when you saw It or not?
13 Q Do you remember the substance of the 13 A Yes, sir, I believe  was. .
14 initial conversation if not the exact words? 14 Q The second line, it says "reevaluate test
15 A No. ' 15 per WC 246-27000."
16 There was something 1~ I th!nk they were 16 That was there as weli?
17 Idndofuwetbecawewehadm!swee-daylagand 17 A Yes, sir. . ‘
18 they were wondering why the re-check.” 18 Q Do you recall nsklng Mr. Azbellor
15 Q When you say “"three-day lag?" 19 Mr. Hensel why & re-check needed to be done?
20 . A There was, this check was originally done 20 A Not specifically,
21 on the 27th and now It's three days later and we are 21 Q Did you have an understanding prior to
22 doing the check. 22 belng presented with Exhibit 130 by Mr. Hense! and
23 Q Now, at the time that Mr. Hensel and 23 Mr. Azbell on September 30th of 2000 as to what the
24 Mr, Azbell approached you, do you recall any other .1 24 end-play limits were for requiring the removal ofa
25 instance while you have been at Alaska where —prior | 25 jadcsa-ewassembly? . -
Page 38 Psge 40
1 to that event, prior to September 30th, 1997 —~where | 1 A No, sir. Other than 40 thousands was the
2 youhadbeenaskedtnbeanlnspectorlnconnechon 2 meax. ITknewthat,
3 with performing a re-check on Jackscrew horizontal 3 Q Just to make sure that t have your
4 sgtabilizer? ; 4 understanding correct, if an end-play test had been
S A No, sir, S done and it came up at 040, you understood that that
6 Q This was the ﬁrst hme? 6 was at the maximum of the allowable limit and anything
7 ‘A This was the first time, yes, sir. 7 .above that, Le. 041, would have required removal and
8 Q This was an unusual occurrence; vight? 8 replacement, anything at.040 or below meant u:at R
9 A Um, yes, sir, $ was good to go? .
10 Q Now, when Mr. Azbell and Mr. Hense! came to 10 A That'scorrect. | »
11 you on September 30th, did they provide vou withany | 11 Q Atthe time that you were presented with
12 documents? - 12 Exhibit 130 as you have described It, had you ever
13 A Yes, sir, They had the MIG4 in hand at | 13 seen a MIG-4 where a planned action had been stricken
14 the time when, that was when they came to the m 14 asls shown in the planned action here and another
15 Q They came to your ofﬁce? ) 15 planned action inserted in its stead? .
16 A Yes, gir, 16 A Yes, sir.
17 Q To the Inspection ofﬁoe at Oakland hangar? 17 Q On how many ocuslons?
18 "~ A Yes, sir, : 18 A 1 have no idea.
19 Q And they had the MIG-4 In hand? 19 Q Isthats common ou:uuenee?
20 A Yes, sir, oo - 20 A 1 would say It's not rea! common, but
21 Q And how many coples of the MIG-4 weren 21 relatively common,
22 hand? Was it the white and the manila copy or just 2 Q Based on your understanding of
23 the manila copy? ) . 23 Alaska Altlines procedures, who st - firstof all,
24 A Just the manila. s 24 who decides or completes the form MIG-4 and Inserts
25 Q And having Exhibit 130 before you, thatis 25 the discrepancy description? °
Page 39 Page 41
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25 Q Yeah.
' Pagc 43

1 A Any Individual, any mechanic at 1 In your capacity as a supervisor did you
2 Alaska Allines can write 8 discrepancy againstthe 2 ever work — I'm sorry not as a supervisor, as an
3 'amg'autlsl d ding, ba : " nspecto
t your understanding, sed on 4 In yourca asani r, did you
5 having reviewed Exhibit 130, that it was an Inspector 5  ever workyzn ﬂmep:a?ntz shift as Mr. I.eo'tine'n’y
6 that had initially prepared the discrepancy conceming 6 A No, sir, Idon't belleveso. :
7 the jackscrew assembly on Alrcraft 963 on or about the 7 Q Mr. Leotine was a competent mechanic?
8 27th of September, 19577 1 8 A To the best of my knowledge, yes.
9 . A Thatscomect. 9 MR. RUSHING: .We have been going about an
10 Q AmX correct that if Mr. Bautista, I:ased on 10 hour, Steve, and & sounds fike Mr, Hensel's volce Is
i| 11 thenspection number and Artic number thatappearsin | 11 starting to wear a little thin. Let's take a break.
12 the originating employee box, that Mr. Bautista would 12 MR. FRANKEL: Sure.
13 have been the one that would have prepared that 13 THE WITNESS: Mr, Minnette.
14 portion of this exhibit? ‘ 14 MR. RUSHING: I'm sorry.
15 A Yes, sir, ‘ 15 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We are off the record at
16 Q With respect to planned action, who Is it, 16 4:35p.m. -
17 based on your understanding of Alaska's practices and 17 (Recess taken)
18 procedures, that determines what the planned actionks | 18 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We are back on the
19 for a discrepancy? 19 record at 4:47 p.m. .
20 A The lead. 20 Q MR. FRANKEL: Mr. Minnette, going back to
21 Q Didyoueverlearn while - strike thaf. 21 the practices at Alaska In this time period, you're
] 22 At the time that you were presented with 22 familiar with Alaska Alrfines' general maintenance
:| 23 Exhibit 130 back in September of 1997, do you know, 23 manual? =
24 did you know at the time as to which lead put the 24 - A Yes,sir,
25 first planned action that was stricken through on 25 Q AmI comrect that the geneml maintenance
Page 42 Page 44
1 Exhibit130?° 1 . manual Includes, for example, procedures for the
2 A No, sir. - 2- ‘completion and processing of a MIG-4 non-routine work
3 Q Have you learned since who did that? 3 card?
4 A 1 belleve at the time, after the accident, 4 A Yes, sir.
5 Ibelleve It was John Leotine. But I'm not positive. 5 Q Is there any provision that you're aware of
6 That's what I was told; it was John Leotine. 6 In Alasika Alrlines’ general maintenance manual that
7 Q This Is something you learned aﬂ:er the 7 permits a, one lead mechanic to change a planned
8 accldent? , 8 action set forth by another lead mechanic on a MIG-4
9 A After, yes. 9 form?
10 Q Do you know Mr. l..eotine? 10 A 1don't recall o
11 A Yes, sir, .. ‘ 11 - Q Do you recall whether such a provision
il 12 Q Mr. Leotine was a lead mechanic at 12 exists today?
"| 13 Alaska Alrlines? K 13 A No, sir,
14 A That'scorrect. 14 Q During the time that you have been at
15 Q Did he ever work on the same shifl: as you : 15 Alaska Alrlines has anyone ever told you that one lead
.16 did? 16 mechanic could change or modify a planned action that
17 A Ibelieve we worked swlng shift together 17 another lead mechanic had set forth on a MIG-4 form?
18 when we were both leads for a while, 18 A Not specifically.
19 Q When you were a lead mechanlc? 15 However, 1 know they have been changed at
20 A When Iwas 2 Jead. . 20 times because the planned action doesn't meet the
21 Q And in your capacity as a supervisor did 21 requirements of what the job entafls.
22 you ever work on the shift that Mr, Leotine was the | 22 And if I may say, that I noticed that more
23 lJead mechanic for? . 23 as a sheet metal lead as opposed to when I was an
24 A I'msorry. Can you repeat that. 24  Inspector.
25  Q Tell me as bestyou can recollect what you

Page 45
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Q Who ls that?

1 noticed when you were a sheet metal lead ln terms 1
2 of - let me ask you this. : 2 A That's Ross Belfiore.
3 When you were a sheet metal fead I take it 3 Q What position did Mr. Belfiore hold with
4 thatIn that capacity you would have been presented 4 Alaska Alrlines in September of 29972
S with MIG-4s where you had to make a determination as 5 A He's been & supervisor since I have known
6 towhat the planned action would be to correct a ‘6 him. ' ’
7 discrepancy? . - - ; 7 Q Did you have any understanding in September
8 A That's correct. 8 of 1997 as to what the planned action would have, how
9 . Q And how would you go about determinlng the 9 this form appeared period to Mr. Belfiore at the time
10 planned action for a discrepancy in your capacity ls 10 he firstsigned it as to what lppeared in the planned
11 - lead mechanic for sheet metal? 11 action box?
12 ‘A Twould go out, take a look at the job that 12 A No, sir. .
13  was written up and determine what needed to be done 13 Q Have you leamed since that time what was
14 Q Would you go to the alrcraft? 14 in the planned action item, what was filled in the
15 ‘A Yes, sir. 15 planned action box when Mr. Belfiore put his Initials
16 Q Would you talk to the Inspector or mechanlc 16 and Artic number in the authorlzed by boxon
17 who prepared the discrepancy? 17 Exhibit130?
18 A Yes, sir, if I had any doubts about what 18 A No, sir
19 the actua! discrepancy was. Some at times can be 19 Q Now, the lnltials atthe end of the first
20 vague. . : 20 line that is stricken through, the "replace nut and
21 Q Then you would set forth the planned action 21 perform EO," do you know who's initials appear at end
22 onthe MIG-4? 22 ofthatline? ‘
23 A Thats 23 A Yes, sir. )
24 Q If youwere going to change a planned 24 Q Who's Initials are those?
25 action that another lead mechanic had written, would 25 ~ A Ron Hensel's. .
Page 46 Page 48
1  you seek out the lead mechanic who wrote the original 1 Q There is a date “9/30/97" ﬂ\ereaﬂ:er?
2 planned action when you were seeking to change it? 2 A That's correct.
3 MR. RUSHING: When hewasalead- 3 Q Does that indicate to you that it was
4 MR. FRANKEL: Llead. - 4  Mr. Hensel that struck through the lnlbal planned
5 MR. RUSHING: - sheet metal mechanlc? ‘ 5 action?
6 MR. FRANKEL: Cormect. 6 A Yes, sir,
7 A Not that I recall, ? . @ When Mr. Hensel and Mr. Azbell first _
8 Q MR. FRANKEL: If you - let me ask 70u 8 approached you in the mid-shift hours of the graveyard
g thls. : 9 shift on September 30th, 1997, did Mr. Azbell or
10 " You see that you "authorized by* box by ln 10 Mr. Hensel tell you that the planned action was
11 the planned action section? ‘11 incorrect In any way?
12 A Yes, sir. - o 12 A No, sir,
13 Q Who typically, back In the September 1997 13 Q Did you learn -- strike that.
14 time period, would fill out that box on a MIG-4? 14 Do you know what perform an- 5-10-01
15 A I don't recollect what the regu!ation was 15 means?
16 - on that at that time. 16 A No, sir,
17 Generally k would be - it could be the 17 Q Now, I think you testified earlier that you
18 lead. It could be -~ at that time I believe k could 18 had some recollection that there was some concern
19 be the lead, the supervisor, and I believe production 19 expressed by Mr. Azbell or Mr. Hensel that the Initial
20 control also had the abmty to authorize the work; 20 discrepancy on this MIG-4 had been prepared on the
21 comect. , : " 21 27th of September and here you were some three days
22 -Q XItakelt—- - - ' 22 later, on the 30th of September, havingtodo &
23 Do you know, did you lmow bad: In Sep!:ember 23 re-check?
24 ©f1997 as, who RB40462 was? ‘ 24 Do you recall anything more than concern
25 .A Yes, sir. : 25 or- :
Page 47 Page 49
Atkinson-Baker, Inc. 1-800-288-3376

13 (Pages 46 to 49)




9C049B2
Michael Minette - - July 11, 2002 (Volume I)

or component before it actually gets installed on the
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1 A No, sir. 1
2 Q Do you recall whether it was Mr. Hensel 2 aircaft?
3 thatwas expressing the concern or Mr, Azbell? | 3 A That's correct.
4 - A Mr.Hensel. 4 Q Do you know or did you know back in
S Q Now, in eonnechon, In relation ho ) - 5 September of 1997, at the time Mr. Azbell and
6 September 30th, 1997, do you know when Alrcraft 963 6 'Mr. Hensel approached you, whether or not Alaska
7 was scheduled to return to revenue service and be 7 maintained In its inventory Jackscrew assemblies?
- 8 ‘completed with its C-check? 8 A No,sir,
9 A No, sir, 1 don't remember. 9 Q Do you have - did you have any knowledge
10 - Q Now, is it your understanding thathad 10 in September of 1997 as to how long it would take for
11 Mr. Hensel not stricken through the first line of the ' 11 Alaska to receive a jackscrew assembly if one had not
12 planned action, that the planned action was to replace 12 been maintained in Inventory?
13 ' the Jackscrew assembly on this aircraft? - 13 A No, sir.
34 - ° A I'mnotsurelfully understand. 14 Q Did you have any knowledge In September of
15 - Q Ltetmeaskyou: Ifthe line had not been 15 1997 as to how long, once a jackscrew assembly would
16 stricken through by Mr, Hensel - the firstline — Is . 16  be recelved and inspected, how long it would take to
17 tyour understanding that the Acme screw and nut | 17 complete & replacement of that assembly on an MD-80
18 assembly on this alrcraft would have to be replaced? 18 alrcraft?
19 A Yes, sir. 19 A No, sir,
20 MR. RUSHING: (bjecﬁon. Before you . 20 Q Have you cver since learmed how long it
21 answer, sir, 1 want to get an objection on the record. 21 would take to complete a Jackscrew assembly, -
22 It's an incomplete hypothetical; asks for 22 replacement of a jackscrew assembly on an MD-80
23 him to speculate. Conjecture, Misstates the .23 alrcraft? _
24 evidence: 24 A I replaced one not too long ago, and I .
25 Q MR. FRANKEL. Do you know whether any 25 believe it took somewheres In the neighborhood of five
Page 50 Page 52
1 steps prior to September 30th, 1997, prior to the time 1 orsix hours.
2 thatyou were presented with this, do you know whether 2 Q Did you observe that replacement?
3 any steps had been taken at Alaska to locate another 3 A No, sir, It was done on my shift, but I
4 jackscrew assembly? . 4 did not physically go up and observe the change.
5 A No, sir. 5 ~ Q Now, when Mr. Hensel and Mr, Azbell
6 Q Do you know who would have had 6 approached, came into the inspection office, sald that
7 responsibiljty within Alaska to locate or ordera 7 you had to do this re-check, did you then Iimmediately
8 Jackscrew assembly If between the time this 8 go out to the aircraft to inspect a re-check?
9 discrepancy was written on the 27th and the time 9 . A No, sir, not at that immediate moment.
10 . Mr. Hensel struck through the planned action lhem such 10 Q. How fong of a time period elapsed, if you
11 an effort had been undertaken? - 11 can recoliect, between the time Mr. Hensel first
12 A It would have been the leads or a lead - 12 approached you with Mr. Azbell and you going out to
13 assigned a mechanic to order the part, which would go . 13 the alrcraft to inspect the performance of a second
14 then to I believe purchasing, who would have taken -1 14 end-play check?
15 care of cbtaining the part. . i ] MR. RUSHING: When you say "second,” you're
16 Q 1n your capacity as Inspector did you have 16 talking about this being the one that followed? -
17 any responsiblliity for averseeing or making sure that 17 MR. FRANKEL: Yes.
18 parts got ordered or processed for Instaflation on the 18 MR. RUSHING: Okay.
19 alrcraft? 19 THE WITNESS: I would say two, possibly
20 A Not ordered. Butwed»d-wehaveto ; 20 three hours.
21 inspedt parts coming In for use on the alrcraft. But 21 Q MR. FRANKEL: How long did the Initial
22 not as far as the Inltial ordering goes. : 22 conversation, as best you recollect, between
23 Q So if a jackscrew assembly had been Ordered 23 Mr. Hensel and Mr. Azbell and yourself last when they
24 andrecelved before It goes on the aircraft, someone 24 came into the office?
25 inyour capadty, an inspector, would Inspect the part 25 A Not very long.
Page 51 Page 53
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1 'Q Five minutes? 1 Q Had you ever inspected an end-play check
2 A Idon't— 2 thathe had done prior to September 30th?
3 Less. 3 A No, sir. Not that I'm aware of.
4 Q Less? 4 Q Mr. Azbell came to get you. Then did you
5 A Less. 5 . accompany him out to the aircaft?
6 Q Was there a reason why It took two orthree | *6 A That's correct.
7 hours before you went out to the aircraftbo do the 7 Q Did anyone else accompany you?
8 Inspection? 8 A Not that I can remember,
9 A Well, aslrecoﬂect,theycamwm 9 Q What do you recollect once —
10 saying it was going to need a re-check. 1saldwe 10 Were you presented with any other documents
11 will go out and do the re-check. And just come get me 11 by Mr. Azbell at the time he came to get you?
12 when or set up and ready to go. 12 A Yes, sir. Ibelieve we had the copy of the
13 Noormreehours,ymfretaﬂdngatleast 13 task card to use so we could do the procedure and then
14 onebreakandlud\beforeu'teyareready Whichisa 14 the MIG-4 he had with him. .
15 good 45 minutes.: 15 Q So you had Exhibit 130.
16 Q Other than belng prsented with 16 And did you have —~ lfyou turn back to
17 Exhibit 130 -- well, let me ask you this. . 17 Exhibit 126.
18 When you were presented with Exhibit 130 18 A (Complying) -
19 did you have a chance to look at the reverse slde of 19 Q Did you ever Exhlbit 126 with you?
20 the manila card to see Ifanyﬂﬂngwaswrltten onthe | 20 - A Yes, sir. )
21 back? ‘ 21 Q Now, at the time that you had Exhibit 126,
2 A- No, sir, 1 did not Iook ath. - 22 atthe time, did Mr. Azbell have that In his hand when
23 Q Do you know whether there was any eolor 23 hecame to get you?
24 coding of any sort as you can recoliect —~ . 24 A Ibelleve he did, yes.
25 A No, sir, 25 Q Isittypical that there would have been -
Page 54 | Page 56
1 Q - on the face of the card? - 1 . graphics attached to Exhibit 126 at that time?
2 A No, sir, 1don't recollect anything. = -2 A Yes, sir.
3 Q Is it typical that there Is some color - 3 Q Do you recollect whether graphics were
4 coding on MIG-4s back in the 1997 time period? 4 attached to Exhibit 126 at the time Mr. Azbell
5 A At that point In time they used to mark for 5 presented It to you?
6 Ibelleve parts ordered. And I don't recall If they 6 A Yes, sir.
7 marked for skiil 2t that time. 1 believe they did. i 7 Q Now, when Mr. Azbell had come to get you,
8 Q How would It be marked? What kind of eolor 8 did he already have the materials and toois that are
9 coding do you recollect? . 9 [listed on Exhibit 126 or did you have to stop at
10 A 1 believe they would mark the zone or area 10 stores to get those?
11 forpartsinyellow. And the skillshadvarylng 1 A No,sir.
12 colors and I don't recall what they ere. I know sheet 12 He already had those and it was, we were
13  metal was red. The rest of them I can't recall. 13 ,setuptodoﬂ\edxedcatmatume.
14 Q Other than being presented with 14 Q Let me ask you this.
15 Exhibit 130, were you provided with any other 15 You see the first tool it says *horizontal
16 documents at the time that Mr. Hensel and Mr. Azbell | 16 stab restralning fixture?”
17 came to your office at the Oaldand hangar initially on 17 A Yes, sir.
18 - September 30th? 18 Q Do you know how many such restralning
19 A No, sir. 19 fixtures Alaska Alrlines had at the Oakland fadility
20 Q I take It that sometime twc to three hours 20 backin September of 19977
21 [later someone came to get you? 21 A Best of my recollection, we had one.
22 A Yes. Ibelieve It was Ron Azbell, 22 Q Did you, do you know whether or not -- do
23 Q Had you worked with Mr. Azbell hefore asan 23 you know - strike that.
24 inspector? 24 ‘That horizontal stabllizing fixture, do you
25 A Yes. 25 know whether that fixture had been made by
Pagc‘ss Page 57
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Q HNow, are there other tools other than

1 Alaska Alrlines or acquired from some other source? 1
2 A Acquired from somebody else I believe. 2 what's listed on the face of Exhibit 128, 126 that are
3 Q Do you know from whom? - 3 needed in order to perform an end-play check?
4 A I think it's a Douglas part. . 4 A Yes, sir.
5 Q Did you examine the restraining fixture on, 5 You need a calibrated torque wrench.
6 In September of 19972 , 6 Q Any other tools other than those?
7 AToﬂ’ueextentofthelnstallationoflt, 7 A Um, you need = if you get down to the
8 . . 8 basic tools, the mechanic needs his wrench to attach
9 Q Did you examine - .- 9 tl'seﬁxnn-eandmspedionwmneedanﬂrrorand
-10 Is & horizontal restraining fixture a too! 10 flashlights.
11 - that needs to be calibrated? : 11 Q Now, so you went up to the aircraft. Did
12 A No, sir. 12 you go up to the tall on a tail stand?
13 Q How do you know that? 13 . A That's correct.
14 A It's just a fiture with two threaded 14 - Q Now, in connection with the performance of
15 attaching ends. There ls nothing there to calibrate 15 this end-play, the second end-play check, was
16 “iteither. 16 Mr. Minnette with you at ail times throughout the
17 Q Now, this horizontal stabllizlng fixture 17 test? . .
18 that was used for the second end-play test thatyou | 18 " MR. RUSHING: Mr. Azbell.
19 iInspected in September of 1997, ¢could you see both | 19 MR. FRANKEL: I'm sorry. Mr. Azbell.
20 restraining threads through the restraining fixture? | 20 MR. RUSHING: It's okay. It'slate..
21 - A Yes, sir,. 21 THE WITNESS: Yes.
22 - Q Italsoshowsa dial Indlator. 22 Q MR. FRANKEL: Want to start over?
23 s a dial indicator a tool that needs to be 23 Let me start over. :
24 calibrated? 24 Throughout each step that‘s listed on
25 -A Yes, sir, they calibrate. 25 Exhibit 126 for the performance of the end-play check,
Page 58 Page 60
1 Q In your capacity as an Inspector do you 1 was Mr. Azbell present with you for each step of the
2 examine the dial Indicator to see whetherornotit | 2 test? :
3 has been appropriately cahbrated? 3 A Yes.
4 A Yes, sir. 4 Q Okay. .
5 Q How do you do that? S Are there certain steps of this test or
[ A 1 have 2 MIG-11 attached. 6 check that require the mechanic to go to the cockpit?
7 . Q@ AMIG-11 Is what? 7 ~ A Yes. Youwould have to go to the cockpit
8 A It's a small tag. And normally I believe 8 in order to set the tim in the proper position.
9 on the dally indicators will be elther attached to the 9 Q Would you accompany him to the cockpit to
10 box, In some cases to the indicator Itself. Unless: 10 dothat? .
11 they had -- there Is two different sizes. But they 1 A lcould. Sometimes ] don't. Generally .
12 arecerﬂﬂaﬁonpapersforme,tocerurmﬂon . 12  will check on my way up, on my way to the back Tl go
13 sticker for the fact that It's been calibrated. It 13 up and make sure — If they say everything is set,
14 muwbemmpedwanuspmwmzmdateofnm 14 Il go up and make sure It has the correct indication
15 calibration due. : 15 inthe cockpit. But it may or may not be together.
16 Q Do you know what go no go tool Is? . 16 _Q MNow, In connection with this test, the
17 A Yes, sir. - 17 second test that you Inspected, was ~- there wasn't
18 . Q And Is that a too] that needs to be 18 another mechanic or person in the cockpit while you
19 callbrated? .. - 19 and Mr. Azbell were at the tall as best you can
20 A No, sir, 20 recollect? .
21 I might mention we dldn't use the gono go 2 A No, sir. )
22 . 2 Q During the performance of the steps in this
23 Q What -- 23 test, starting with step one where under section A,
24 A We didnotuseltonﬂmesecondcl'aedcto 24 thatrequires the mechanic to go to the cockpit;
25 - the best of my knowledge. I don't recall. 25 correct?
Page 59 Page 61
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" installing R?" :lfwas already installed?

1 1
2 Q Step number B1 also requires the mechanlc 2 A Comrect.
3 to go to the cockpit; does It not? 3 Q Had the clamp indicator mounting bracket to
4 " A Correct. - . 4 the jackscrew torque-!:o-rehlntng—nut setforth in
-] Q Step number A2 requires the mechanic and - .5 step five on page two of the exhlbit. had that already
6 let me strike that. 6 beeninstalled as well?
7 Does step number A2 require the mechanic to 7 A You're refetendng step five?
8 do anything or does that just require lnspedion? 8 Q Yes. ’
9 A No, that just requires inspection. . S A Yes, correct. :
10 Q Step number one, A3, does that tequlre the 10 'Q ‘What aboit step number 6; hzid that already
11 mechanic to go to the cockpit? 11 been accomplished by me hme wu got lnto the
12 A Yes, sir. . 12 ‘alrcraft with Mr.Azbell?.. e
13  Q Butdoesn't requtre any lnspection, Is ﬁmt o 13 -+ A Thats correct. .
14 comrect? Ordoes itrequire inspection? = - 14 Q Nowltakeit l:hat - Am t co!
15 Altdosfyougobo.’»A,ltwonrequlre ; 15
16 inspection. ; 16
17 Q 3Arequires lnspectlon. : R 17
18 Am X correct that while the mechanicls 7" 18
19 moving the contro! switches In step Al that you, as an 19
20 Inspector, would be back In the tail confirmingthat . | 20
21 the upper Acme nut stop s at 12.2 degrees dlmenslon? 21 ;
2 A Thatsecorret,. @ - = : 22 eventhing. Andaslonaaswamferenceltmme
23 QAndmatwhneﬁ:emeduanlchstepA;Is 23 »lzskum,maiwemmhmﬁngmatweused
24 controlling the whee! trim switches and runningthe . | 24. ke i 4 "
25 stabilizer in the nose down direction until shutd :
Page 62 Page 64
1 funcﬁons, that you are then In the tall section 1 general maintenance manual that when you're doing a
2 confirming that the Acme nut stop Is at 2.1 degrees 2 re-check of an end-play task or any dther kind of test
3 dimension? 3 that has a task card, that you're not to complete a
4 A That's comect. ‘ . 4 newtaskcard?
5 Q And that when the mechanic, in this case 5 - MR. RUSHING: Are those words stated in the
6 Mr. Azbell, Is controlling the trim wheel switches 6 general maintenance manual for Alaska?
7 under step B1, that thatis not a step that requires MR. FRANKEL: Yes.
8 anyinspection? § ' THE WITNESS: No, sir. Not that I'm aware
9 A That's comect, no inspection required. of., . v ;
10 . Q Then as we move down to the nextpage of 10 : Q MR.FRANKEL: When you went up to the tail
11 the exhibit, the second page, when he removes the 11 with Mr, Azbell, what do you recollect being the first
12 various panels and opens the circuit breakers, does | 12 thing that you did when you got up to the tall with
13 thatrequire him to, in step 2 where he'sopening . 13 Mr. Azhell? .
14 drcult breakers, et cetera, does that require him to 14 A 1 checked the installation of the fixture
15 be In the cockpit, or Is he In the tail doing that? 15 and I checked the gauges for security and to make sure
16 A No sir, he would be In the cockpit. 16 that we did have & pre-load, which Is required by step
17 Q What about removing the panel and 17 seven. Yeah, step seven.
18 stabilizing faring to gain access to the work area? 18 Q Did you notice whether there had, whether,
19 A He would be up on the tall stand for that. - 19 could you notice whether - strike that.
20 Q Now, when you got to the aircraft with ; 20 Did It appear to you when you first arrived
21 Mr. Azbell on September 30th to do the second check, | 21 up on the tall with Mr. Azbell, did you inspect the
22 had the horizontal stabilizer resb'ainlng fixture : 22 jJackscrew assembly from a visual perspective?
23 ‘already been Installed by Mr. Azbell? j ' 23 A 1can't recall that I looked R over
24 A Yes,si. { 24 completely.
25 Q So youdid not observe him actuany 25 Q Did it appear to you that the jackscrew
Page 63 Page 65
|
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1 assembly had been recently jubricated? 1 Q Okay.
2 A ‘No. 2 In your typical practice back in September
3 Q Youdon't - 3 ©f 1997 as an Inspector when you were asked In task
4 Do you know one way or the other or you 4 cards, whether they were end-play checks or otherwise
5 justdon'trecollect? S o record information in your capacity as an
6 A Well, I will say this. From whatIcan 6 Inspector, where would you typically record it?
7 remember, ltdoesnotappeartohavebeenlubedlnme 7 A On the task card If the task card had a
8 manner with which we are lubing them now. 8 place to record it.
9 Q Can you explain what you mean by that. 9 Q This task card has no plaee.
10 A Well, when the alrcraft go out now thereis 10 A Has no place, no, sir. .
11 grease all the way through the threads completely. 1 Q Inthe absenceofa ylace on a task card to
12 Andit's generally coming out all over the nut and 12 record a dial indicator reading, where, as best you
13 evenything else. I mean, they are heavily lubed going 13 can recoliect, would you have made such recordings in
14 out. . 14 September of 19972 :
15 1don't recall, to the best of my 15 A Probablywomdhavemade'emonapiece f
16 recollection, that the threads now, I can't verify the 16 scratch paper.
17 mt- 17 Q Did you keep like a pad of scratch paper on
18 I'm sure that the threads were na 18 adipboard?
19 completely coated in grease. That I can state. 19 A Generally you would havea dlphoard that
20 Mmemerﬂmenutbelfhadbemmbﬂmted 20 would have scratch paper on it .
21 that, Idon't know. 2 Q Now let's go to the next step. It says
22 Q Okay. Well, let's move on, - 22 “apply 250 to 300 inch pounds of torque to the
23 " You checked the gauges. You made sure they 23 horizontal stabilizer by shorting the restraining
24 were set for seawrity. And you did this pre-indicator | 24 fdture and record dial indicator readings.”
25 probe or at feast inspected the pre-indicator probe to 25 I take it that it's Mr. Azbell who applies
Page 66 Page 68
1 atleast.200 inches. And It says “record dial 1 the torque to the stabllizer?
2 Indicator reading.” 2 A That'scorrect.
3 You see in step number 72 3 Q And do you recall in this Instance where
4 A Yes, sir. 4 between 250 to 300 Inch pounds of torque Mr, Azbell
5 Q Would it be you that would be record‘ ing the S applied?
6 dialindicator reading as Mr. Azbell? . . 6 A 1 don't recalt exactly, no
7 A Well, either one of us could as long as we 7 QDoyoureanappro:dmately?
8 both witness It so that we can sign it off. 8 A Well, I would recal! by what myself does
9 Q Where would you make that recording, or 9 and what I request if we have a variation in these.
10 where did you make the recording on September 30th, 10 And that's to split it, which would be 275 inch pounds
11 299772 11. inthiscase. . .
12 A Idon't remember., 12 Q That would have been your typical practice?
13 Q Do you recall who, between you and ' 13 A Comect. It's typical practice. It's
14 Mr. Azbell, would have made the recordings back in, on 14 optimum..
15 thissecond check? 15 Q Agaln, it reflects "record dial indicator
16 A No, sir. . 16 readings.”
17 And If I might add someﬂ'alng - and the 17 I take it that given that there ks no plaoe
18 reason I say this Is because all, the gauges are all 18 on this task card for the recording of dial indicator
19 adjustable to zero — we reset 'em to zero. Once you 19 readings that you would have been the person to record
20 set up the, you know — to get your reading you start 20 them on your clipboard scratch paper?
21 at zero instead of trying to figure out between what ) | A Correct.
22 andwhat. The dial face turns. And you can move zero 22 .-Q Step 9 Is something that you inspect, Le.,
23  to the point — s0 you go til you get your hundred 23 is that when the dial indicator reading goes back to
24 thousandths. And then you set the pointer to zero at 24  zero; Is that correct?
25 that point. 25 A That's correct.
Page 67 Page 69
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1 'Q Then step 10 reflects that your going to 1 oopy doesn't have Bates numbers, but R's a multi-page
2 thenrepeat steps 8 and 9 several times to ensure 2 document.” And I would ~ .
3 consistent results within a thousandths of an Inch; 3 MS. LIDDY: Steve, I have the Bates
4 correct? 4 numbers. Do youwant thom?
5 A Comect. . _ 5 MR. FRANKEL: Yeah. Mycopydo&m‘thave
6 Q And how many times did Mr. Azbell apply in * 6 Batesnumbers. .
7 accordance - I take It with what your typical ' 7 ~ MR, RUSHING: Actually the problem, Mary,
8 practice would have been -~ the 275 Inch pounds to the g8 is— _
9 ‘stabllizer as indicated In step 87 9 MS. LIDDY: You can mark this one.
10 How many times did you go through that 10 MR. RUSHING: That's a good idea.
11 process? 11 MR, FRANKEL: Let's just mark that, And
12° A Five times. : 12 T'll get it copied over night.
13 Q Was that st your direction that you dld R 13 MR. RUSHING: Thank you.
14 five times? , 14 MR. FRANKEL: Mark as the next exhibit in
15 A Yes, s, 15 order AA NTSB 080330 through 0800347, Mr. Minnette's
16 Q Isthat-—- . 16 interview before the Nationa! Transportation Safety
17 " Why did you choose ﬁve times? 17 Board on February 16th, 2000 as Exhibit 165.
18 A Well, k was ~ three times would have been 18 And would I just ask Mr. Minnettz to review
19 my norm. But It was on a re-check and I wanted to - 19 this overnight so that we can expedite proceedings in
20~ make very sure that we weren't getting any movement In 20 the momings.
21 the indicator. And so I told Mr., Azbell, once we did 21 (Defendants’ Exhibit 165
22 it three times, I sald let's do it a couple more just 22 was marked for identification) .
23 toverfylt 3 MR. RUSHING: We'll do that. Thank you,
24 Q Do you recall what the readings were that 24 Would you also just ciraulate - even
25 you got during the five times that you had Mr. Azbell 25 though they're not Bates stamped - dirculate coples -
Page 70 Page 72
1 checkit? , 1 for everyone. And we will get coples overnight, 1
2 A Yes, sir. They were all 33 thousandths. 2 hope.
3 Q Eachone? 3 Let's go off the record.
4 A Each one. 4 MR. FRANKEL: Let's go off the record.
5 Q Had you ever seen an end-play reading as 5 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: This condudes the
6 high as .033 prior to inspecting this end-play ched(? 6 session in the deposition of Michael Minnette on
7 A No, sir, 7 July 11th, 2002, We are off the record at 5:34 p.m.
8 Q Have youeverseena read‘ng that hlgh . 8 MR. FRANKEL: But with respect to this
9 since? ‘ 9§ transcript, 1 would be prepared to stipulate that the
10 A Yes. E 10 court reporter be relieved of her obligations under
1 - Not on the alraaft. Butlhaveseenthom \ 11 the federal rufes; that the original be sent to '
12 that have come off the aircraft that have been changed 12 Mr. Rushing and that Mr. Rushing make arrangements
13 because of high readings. 13 with the witness to sign It under penalty of perjury,
14 But personally have I Inspected one that 14 with the requirement of any notary being walved.
15 went that high? No, I have not seen one. 15 MR. RUSHING: That's fine. 45 days from
16 Q So this was the hlghect reading you had 16 first being recetved?
17 everseen? - 17 MR. FRANKEL: How about 30?
18 A Correct. 18 MR. RUSHING: Thirty is probably going to
19 Q That you personally inspected? 19 do.
20 A Personally, yes. 20 -~ MR, FRANKEL: You'll maintain custody of
21 MR. FRANKEL: I know we are getting dose 21 the original transcript and notify us within 30 days
22 to the end of the day. And before we break I want to 22 whether there have been any changes to any of the
23 mark as the next exhibit, I would like to mark as 3 . Mr. Minnette has given to us. And if we are
24 Exhibit 165 Mr. Minnette's Interview before the X 24 not so notified, we will assume that it's been
25 National Transportation Safety Board that, at least my 25 reviewed and no changes have been made. ;
Page 71 Page 13
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1 MR. RUSHING: That's fine. 1 STATEOFCALIFORNIA )
2 MR. FRANKEL: Just, are you prepared to : 2 )
3 keep custody of the original transcript and make & 3 COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO )
4 available to the parties upon reasonable notice? 4 1, JAN W, SERRA, CSR No. 8207,Ceruﬂed
5 ‘MR, RUSHING: Right. 5 Shorthand Reporter, certify:
6 MR, FRANKEL: If it's for some reason not 6° That the foregoing prooeedmgsweretaken
7 avallable, the original transcript, we can stipulate 7 before me at the time and place therein set forth, at
8 thata certified copy can be used In its stead as ¥f - 8 whid'nﬂmemewl‘m&eswasputwﬂeroambyme;
9 it's a signed original? 9 That the testimony of the witness and all
-10 MR. RUSHING: Yes, correct. : 10 objections made at the time of the examination were
11 1 think that's the standard stipulation we 11 recorded stenographically by me and were thereafter
12 have been using all the way along. : 12 . transcribed; - ,
13 (Ending time: 5:34 p.m.) Co 13 That the foregoing is a true and correct
14 - . 14 transcript of my shorthand notes so taken.
15 15 I further certify that I am not a relative
16 16 or employee of any attomney or of any of the parties,
17 17 nor financially interested In the action.
18 18 I dedare under the penalty of perjury
19 19 under the laws of the State of California that the
20 20 foregoing Is true and correct.
21 21 Dated this July 19, 2002,
22 2 :
23 3
24 24 -~ Certified Shorthand Reporter
25 . 25 ’
Page 74 ' Page 76
1 STATEOF { . ) 1 REPORTER'S CERTIFICATION OF CERTIFIED COPY
2 : )ss. 2 : .
3 COUNTYOF { g ) 3
4 - : - , 4
5 5 I, JAN W. SERRA, CSR No. 8207, Certified
6 6 Shorthand Reporter in the state of California certify
7 I,theunderslgned dedare under penalty 7 that the foregoing pages 1 through 76 constitute a
8 ofperjmyﬂ'natlhavereadmeforegolngu'amlpt, 8 . true and correct copy of the originat deposition of
9§ and I have made any cormrections, additions, or 9 MICHAEL MINNETTE, taken on July 11, 2002,
10  deletions that I was desirous of making; that the 10 1 dedare under penalty of perjury under
11 foregolnglsah'ueandoonectuansaiptofnw 11 the laws of the state of Californla that the foregoing
12 t:esurrmycontainedmereln , - 12 s true and correct.
13 ‘Executed this day of ; 2002, 13 Dated this July 19, 2002.
14 at 14 -
15 15
16 16 JAN W. SERRA, C.S.R. No. 8207
17 17
18 18
18 e 19
20 MICHAEL MINNETTE ‘ 20
21 h - : 21
2 22 |
23 23
24 24
25 35
Page 75 : Page 77
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA

IN RE AIR CRASH OFF POINT MUGU,
CALIFORNIA, ON JANUARY 31, 2000.

)
)
) :

) Case No.
) 00-1343 CRB
)

)
)
)

VOLUME II - DEPOSITION OF
MICHAEL MINNETTE
P JULY 12, 2002

SAN FRANCISCO, 'CALIFORNIA

ATKINSON-BAKER, INC.

COURT REPORTERS

S Third Street, Suite €25

San Francisco, California 54103
(415) 284f6930

¢

REPORTED BY: JAN W. SBERRA, CSR NO. 8207

FILE NO.: SC049B3
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1 UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT -1
2 NORTHERN DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA MENDES & MOUNT
3 .- -2 BY: CHRISTOPHER S. HICKEY, ESQ.
4 INRE AIR CRASH OFF POINT MUGU, ) 725 South Figueroa Street
CALIFORNIA, ON JANUARY 31, 2000. ) 3 1Sth Roor
S « Los Angeles, California 90017-5419
) Case No. 4 {213)955-7700
6 ) 00-1343 CRB 5 .
) ALSO PRESENT: PATTY GOUTHRO, VIDEOGRAPHER
7 ) [ - .
) 7
8 ) 8
9 9
10 10
1 11
12 12
13 13
14 14
15 Volume II - deposition of Michael Minnette, 15
16 taken on behalf of the Defendants, at 685 Market 16
17 Street, Sixth Floor, San Francisco, Californla 94105, 17
18 commendng at 9:09 a.m., Friday, July 12, 2002, before 18
19 Jan W. Serra, CSR 8207. 19
20 20
21 21 !
22 22
3 23 |
24 24 !
Page 78 Page 80
1 APPEARANCES 1 INDEX
f COUNSEL. 2 WITNESS: MICHAEL MINNETTE
4 RIS, BRONLET, PANISH & WHEELER LUP 3 . EXAMINATION : PAGE
BY: KEVIN R. BOYLE, ESQ. 4 BY MR. FRANKEL 83,195
5 100 Wishie Boudevad [ BY MR. MASSEY 115
& Santa Monica, Calfornia $0401-2131 ; ‘ gﬁ%& 1:.,?'
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1 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: This is the videotape 1 inthe process of doing the second end-play check on
2 deposhtion of Michael Minnette, day two, takenon 2 September 30th of 1997,
3 behalf of the defendant the Boeing Company and 3 Do you recall that?
4 McDonnell Douglas Corporation in the matter of In Re 4 A Correct.
5 Alr Crash Near Point Mugu on January 31st, 2000. This 5 Q Am I correct - do you vecall whether It
6 case is venued in the United States District Court, ‘6 was yout or Mr, Azbell that made the recordings of the
7 ° Northern District of California. The MDL docket 7 readings on a scratch pad or some other way?
8 number Is 00-1343-CRB, - 8 A No, sir, I don't recall which one ofus -
9 This deposition Is being held at 685 Market 9 made any recordings. o'lfwewmbememdcwnevenon
10 Street in San Francisco, California on July 12, 2002, 10 ascratch pad. 1can't recall.
11 The video operator ks Missy Fortunato of PES Video 1 Q Was It your typlcal practice back 'n
12 Service, Maln office in Fresno, Californla. 12 September 1997, when there was no place on the task
13 The court reporter Is Jan Serra of 13  card for recording readings, for you to make such
14 Atkinson-Bakér Court Reporting, located in Glendale, 14 notations on your scratch pad on your dipboard?
15 Celifornia. We are going on the record at 15 A No, sir, I don't believe so. Because the
16 approximately 9:09 a.m. 16 check goes relatively quick and It doesn't require a
17 Will counse! please state their appearanoes 17 memory. ’
18 for the record. 18 But there Is no place to record anything to
19 " MR. FRANKEL: Steve Frankel, on behalf 19 make it official, so I would have to say no.
20 defendants the Boeing Cornpany and McDonnell Douglas 20 Q With respect to the readings, let's just
21 Corporation. 21 tum to Exhibit 130 if you will.
22 MR. HULTQUIST Michae! Hultquist, on 2 A (Complying) ’
23 behalf of the Boeing Company and McDonnell Douglas 23 . Q I'mfocusingon the second sentence In the
24 24 corrective action: "Found end play to be within
25 MR. TOPEL: Marc Topel, PSC. 25 limits .033 for step 11 and .001 for step 12."
Page 82 Page 84
1 MR. BOYLE: Kevin Boyle, PSC. 1 X just want to make sure that the record Is
2 . MR: RUSHING: Good moming. Don Rushlng on 2 dear, but I thought you testified yesterday, at jeast
3 behalf of Alaska Alrlines. . 3 with respect to the end-play check that's set forth in
4 MR. MASSEY: Chris Hickey, on beharf_of 4 step 11, that your readings were identical each time
5 Equilon. 5 the test was performed; that Is, each time the
6 MR. MASSEY: Shalem Massey, same. . 6 restraining fixture was torqued the reading on the
7 MS. LIDDY: Good moring. Mary Uddy, © 7 dial indicator was .033 each and every one of the five
8 behalf of Shell Oil Company. € times that it was done?
] MR. READ: GregReadforShell o 9 " A That's comect.
10 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: WIII the court neporta 10 Q With regard to step 12, which we haven't
11 please swear In the witness. . 11 focused upon, step 12 on page two of Exhibit 126?
12 v 12 A Yes,sir.
13 -~ MICHAEL MINNETTE, B 13 Q -- thatIs concerning with checking free
14 having first been duly affimed, was * 14 play between the Jackscrew and upper support to see
15 examined and testified as follows: 15 that It does not exceed .010 lndws, is thatright?
16 : 16 A That's correct. .
17 EXAMINATION 17 Q And am I correct that the free-play check
18 _ 18 was also done five separate times?
19 BYMR. FRANKEL: : 19 A That's correct.
20 Q Good moming, Mr. Minnette. : 20 Q And whattool, if any, Is used to do the
21 - Are you prepared to proceed with the 21 free-play portion of thistest?
22 continuation of your deposition? . 2 A Same type of gauge that's used for the
3 A Yes, sir. 23 other one,
24 Q When we broke yesterday we were dtscusslng .24 Q It's the festninlng fixture?
25 the readings that were received after having doneor | 25 A Restraining fixture,
Page 83 Page 85
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1 Q Not the go no go tool? 1 the best of my recollection.
2 A No, sir. 2 Q Do you recall in sumor In substance what
3 Q Now, after you had done both the ﬁ'ee-play 3 he sald at that time when he was on the tail as the
4 and end-play check, or Mr. Azbell had done the 4 test was being completed? :
5 free-play and end play checks five times, what Iif s A No, nothing other than he was wanting to
6 anything did you do after those tests were completed? | 6 “know what the results were for his turnover.
7 ' What was the next thing, If anything, that ' 7 Q Did you tell him what the results were or
8 youdid concerning this test? 8 did Mr. Azbell?
9 A Ibelieve I told Mr. Azbenmﬁnlshup 7 9 A Iknow Idid. I believe we probably both
10 the paperwork and bring it to me and we would take 10 did. . : . .
1 careofmesfgnofrs ltwasgettinghnards'shlﬁ 11 . Q What did you tell him as best you can
12 end. 12 recollect?
13 Q So that would have been lpproximately what 13 A Best I can recollect was just giving him
14 time? 14 the, that we had a passing measurement of 33
15 A Twould ~ Itwwldbehardtosay Butl 15 thousandths.
16 know — if I remember comectly the sun was just - 16 Q What, If anything, did Mr. Hensel sayIn -
17 starting - it was probably dose to five o'dock in 17 response? .
18 the moming. 18 A That, Idon't remember.
19 Q You went back to your office? 19 Q Was that the extent of your discussion with
20 ‘A Yes, sir. 20 Mr. Hensel, simply reporting on the resuits of the
21 Q Did you have any further conversaﬁon wlth 21 passing measurement of .033?
22 Mr. Hensel about this second end-play test? 22 -A 1don't recall any spedifics if there was
23 ~ You mentioned that he had come to your 23 anything else stated or not. ‘
24 office with Mr, Azbell sometime in the 1 or 2 o’dock 24 Q Apart from Mr. Hensel being presentatthe |
25 a.m. period of September 30th to ask you to do the 25 end of the test on the tall with you and Mr. Azbell, -
Page 86 ' Page 88
1 second end-play test. 1 was anyone else that you can recollect present on the
2 After you had that conversation with .| 2 alrcraft on the tall stand other than you, Mr. Azbell
3 Mr. Hensel, did you have another conversation with him 3 and Mr. Hensel at the end of the check?
‘4 during the graveyard shift on September 30th 4 A I'm sure there were other people on the
S concerning the second end-play test or the resufts of 5 aircraft someplace. But I don't recall there was
6 the second end-play test? . 6 anybody on the tall stand.
7 - AAsfarasIcantecan,ys,merewasa o 7 QOH:erﬁIanrepomngtheresullstn
8 short conversation giving him the results of the hsts . 8 Mr. Hensel, do you recall -- and obviously discussing
9 because he was, he had to get ready for his turmover, § the test as It was proceeding with Mr. Azbell as it
10 Iremember that. 10 was going on == do you recall whether you spoke with
11 Q Where did that conversation take place? 11 anyone else about this second end-play test on
12 Was thatin your officeorin some other 12 September 30th from the time you were first asked to
13 loahon? : 13 perform it until the time you completed ht?
14 A No. No. Iﬁﬂnkltwasuponmetaﬂ : 14 A No, sir,
15 stand. . R 15 Q Did you then, retum to your office after
16 Q Was Mr. Hensel present while t.he sgcond 16 the test was completed and you had given the resuits
17 end-play check was being performed? . - 17 to Mr. Azbell?
18 A Idon't recall that he was there forthe = . ... 18 A 1belleve so.
19 Idon'trecaﬂtﬁmgoinguplniﬁanywlmnr Azbell - 19 Q With respect to the test, what s the next
20 and myself, . 20 event you recall concerning the completion of this
21 Butlhaveavagueplcunmathewas i 21 end‘playtstthatbook place on the graveyard shift
22 there atthe end. 22 of September 30th, 19977 :
23 m\imasfaraslcanmtemberhewasmere . 3 A 1 have some vague memoties, but I can't
24 because he was asking about K for his tumover, I'm 24 relateto —
25 sure, I'm sure that's what was going on. That’sm 25 Iremembertandngmaouplepeopleasl
Page 87 Page 89
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1 went across the floor. But I don't remember if that 1 the test was completed?
2 was - It was just before I was leaving. 2 A Yes, sir. It wasn't too long after I got
3 Q Do you recall what if anything you sald or 3 back there. Idon't recall the ime. I1know
4 they said to you? If not the precise words the 4 was - & was cbviously before I left because I told
5 substance. 5 him R had to be done before we got off shift as far
6 A The substance of it was that we did the *6 asfilling tout. Irememberthat. -
7 check and it was 33 thousandths Is what we got. And 7 Q So sometime near the end of the shift,
8 that was pretty much, as far asI canrecall, any 8 before run into Mr. Bautista, am I correct that
9 major — I mean it was nothing ~ I don't remember the 9 Exhibit 130 is returned to you and is it fully signed
total conversations. 10 off above the line where It says “final inspection by
. Q And you don't recall who you made those | 11 backe” ,
comments to? X 12 Did ft have Mr. Azbell's signature on it
13 A well, I believe one might - well, I'm 13 when you next saw it and Mr. Hensel's in the "reviewed
14 almostsurellalkedtol.ltohmemonﬂng ‘Butl 14 by" box?
15 didn't get into —~ Lito Bautista — and 1believel 15 A Yes, sir,
16 did see him that moming. 16 Andldon'trealll‘ltwaspﬂormor
17 Q This is as your shift was ending? 17 after Mr. Bautista, when I met him. 1 don't recall.
18 A Right. 18 Q So you could have ran into Mr. Bautista
Q You ran to Mr. Bautista? 19 -before you actually saw Exhibit 130 again?

A Right.

- Q Who was an Inspector on the day shiftat
that time?

A That's correct.

A Correct.

Q What if — when you received Exhibit 130,
do you recall whether It was one page or 8 multi-page
MIG-4 at that time?

habiRiESvovaounawnem

But I don't recall — I didnt run—we A It was two-page.
just happened to meet - he was on his way to efther © Q Two pages?
Page 90 Page 92
the time dock or whatever, A Yeah.

And If I remember correctly he asked me if
we redid the test, and!saldysandwegotss
thousandths.
And that s basically all I remember of
takking to Lito at all. :
Q Did Mr. Bautista say anythlng to youin
response? ’
A I'msure hemayhave. Butldon'tmn
exactly,
Q Do you recall any substance of what he
would have sald?
A No.
, I know he sald they got 40. Andhehad
written the MIG I believe. But I don't recall - ~1
don't want to speculate on what was sald because I -
“don't remember It that well. n'wasveryslm We |
didn't spend a fot of time on It
Q So this was a - you happen to run into him
as he was coming on to his shift and yousimply
exchanged Information concerning your Iaest and his
result in passing? _
A Yes. .
Q After retumning to your office did
Mr. Azbell return with Exhibit 130 at some point after

Page 91

Q A white copy and -~

A A white copy and 8 manila copy.

Q When you had seen It Initially on, in the
early morning hours of September 30th, 1997, had it -

* just been the manila copy that you had seen Initiany?

A Yes, sir,

Q So nowyouhadseen—ﬂlewhlte copy was
married, if you will, to the manila copy when you next
saw It after coming off the alrcraft?

A Correct. '

Q Did Mr, Azbell justdrop it off ordid he -
walt for you to do something with it?

A That, I don't recall.

Q Do you recall what you did with Exhibit 130
once you received It sometime near the end of the
shift?

A Iwouldstamplt, put my number on it, take
It back into the production control and dose it out
in the book.

Q Do you recall who, whether it was
Mr, Azbell or Mr. Hensel that brought the form, the
MIG-4, on September 30th back to you?

A Prior to me signing it off?

Q Yes.

Page 93
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1 A That I don'trecall. Ibelleveitwas 1 anyone else, either on September 30th of 1997 or at
2 Mr, Azbell. Butl can't really verify that because 2 any time immediately thereafter, where you tried to
3 the lead will do it sometimes. 3 understand why two end-play tests were done apparently
4 Q After you put your, what ks the, what Is 4 multiple times In each case and these different
5 your understanding as far as Alaska Alrlines practices $ readings were obtained?
6 back in September of 1997 Is represented by you 6 A Ibelileve 1 mentioned k to Manny Diaz
7 placing your stamp and Artic number In the final .1 7  that, what the difference = but I never —~ that there
8 lmpecﬁonbvbad(bothe bottom left-hand corner | 8 wasthedifference. _
9 of Exhibit 1307 i 9 8ut I don't recall ever being, getting into
10 MR. RUSHING: Objecﬁon Its vague. 10 a discussion specifically with anybody as to why those
11 © Are you asking what his stamp in the lower 11 differences occurred. And to the best of my
12 left-hand comer signifies in the 1997 time ftame? 12 knowledge, nobody ever offered up any opinions.
13 MR. FRANKEL: No. 13 Q Mr. Diaz was in what position when you had
14 I thought my question was that ~1 sald. : 14 this discussion with him?
15 Whatls your understanding as far as Alaska Alrlines' . 15 A He was a supervisor.
16 practices back in September of 1937 as represented by 16 Q Supervisor of inspections?
17 him plading his stamp and Artic number in that ﬁeld? 17 A Inspections, corect.
18 MR. RUSHING: Thanks. - : 18 Q Was he the supervisor on the day shiftor
19 THE WITNESS: By me placing my stamp on the 19 on the graveyard shift? )
20 ﬁnalinspecﬁonbybad:boxl'mstaﬁngﬂ'natl ) 20 A If memory serves me comectly, Manny Diaz
21 witnessed or reviewed the check, been through the 21 was supervisor on graveyard shift, But at that
22 check or been through the repair, whatever it happens 22 particular ime of this I believe he was, he came in
23 1o be, and I certify that it's certifiable; that s 23 on a day shift, for what reason I dont know what, but
24 comrect. . . 24 that happens a lot; supervisors where, they get moved
25 Q Now, you understood at the time that, after 25 -around. Because I did see him In the moming. e
Page 94 Page 96
1 you received the results of .,033 that there was a . 1 Q Solis it your recollection that you had
2 difference of seven thousandths between what 2 this discussion with Mr. Diaz sometime at the end of
3 WMr. Bautista reported In his dlscrepancy on 3 your shift or the beginning of hls shift on the
4 ' Exhibit 130; didn't you? 4 moming of September 30th, 19977 )
5 A Correct. S MR. RUSHING: Objection. Misstates the
€ Q Did you talk with anyone to try toget 6 witness' testimony.
7 anunderstanding as to what the difference of 7 7 THE WITNESS: Yes, 1 think 1 did talk with
8 thousandths of an Inch would be caused by? 8 Manny on the morning of the 30th.
S A No sir, not that I remember, . . ] Q MR. FRANKEL: Otherthan - .
10 MR. TOPEL: 1 couldn't hear your answer. 10 Can you recall in sum or in substance what,
1 THE WITNESS: No sir, not that I remember, . 11 where you saw Mr. Diaz, first of all, and what if
12 Q@ MR. FRANKEL: So you never, in the brief | 12 anything you sald to him or he said to you concerning
13 discussion that you had with Mr, Bautistaon . 13 the end-play check?
14 September 30th as he may have been coming toworkto | 14 A 1saw him on the hangar. And I tatked 2
15 --begin his shift, you didn't try to engage n a : 15 fittle bit as we walked towards the inspection office,
16 substantive discussion with him to try to sée how you 16" which is right next to thelr briefing room.
17 could recondle this 7 thousandths of an inch 17 1 said, to the best of my knowledge 1 told
18 difference between the two tests? 18 him that we had gotten 33 thousandths reading and that
19 A Um, no sir, not that I remember. 19 the MIG was complete. The check appeared to be good.
20 Q You never spoke with Mr. Balabat, the 20 - And I didnt know, I had no explanation or reasons 2s
21 mechanic who performed the first end-play test with 21 to why there was a difference. 1 do believe I told
‘22 Mr. Bautista, to try to ascertain from him why there f 22 himthat. }
23  were differences in the two readings? ) . 23 Q Did -
24 A No, sir, ‘ 24 A Butthat was - he asked me a question. Oh
25 Q Do you recafl having a discussion with~ . 25 boy. He asked me a question whether I thought our
Page 95 Page 97
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check was good. And I said yes.

: ‘And that's kind of where we parted. He
went to the briefing as far as I can remember. That's
about afl I can remember out of that conversation. It
was very short also.

Q And Mr. Dlaz was the only other person
present, apart from yourself, that would have heard or
particdipated in that eonversatlon? )

A Yes, sir,

Q Did you then leave for the day ordid you
do anything else that you can recollect spedﬁcally
as it references Exhibit 1307

A Ibelieve L had already taken care of the .
paperwork at that ime. I'm not positive of that
though. .

" Itwasn't that long after that that 1 left
to go home. But It was — I don't remember If this”
paperwork was completed from our standpoint at that
time or if It was completed prior to me seelng
Mr. Diaz, My time frame is off. I don't know.

- Q After you left on September 30th, I think
you testified yesterday the next day, which would have
been the graveyard shift that would have started en

-the evening of September 30th but ended on October 1st

and the graveyard shift that would next precede that -
Page 98
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months?
A I thought it was 13 months, but — I know
it was just over a year's period of ime. ’

Q Do you know that — Are you aware that at
some point it was 13 months and It changed from 13
months to 15 months at some time durlngt‘helate
1590s?

A 1t could have. l‘mnotawareofthat,no

Q So at least accepting your numbers, the

" end-play check on this jackscrew assembly, if it

occurred every other C-¢heck, It would not be checked
again for approximately 26 months; Is that correct?

A That's correct.

Q Now, we had marked yesterday the statement
that, or Interview that you provided to the National
‘Transportation Safety Board as Exhibit 165. And I
asked you while you recessed at the end of the day
yesterday, today hopefully have a chance to look at
that and that I would have some questions conceming
it here this morning.

Did you have an opportunity to review the
transcript of your interview, Mr. Minnette?

A Yes, sir. '

Q Itake It that you recall having been
Interviewed by the NTSB back In February of 2000; Is

Page 100.

that correct?

1 orwould next follow that, I should say, that would 1 .
2 begin on the evening of October 1standendon - 2 A That's correct.
3 October 2nd, that those, as best you could recollect, 3 Q Prior to giving this testimony -~ and I
4 would have been your days off? 4 think you testified yesterday that you did have -- did
5 A 1believe so, yes. S you have meetings with counse! for Alaska Alrlines
6 - Q Do you have any recollection of havlng any 6 prior to the time that you sat for this Interview?
7 discuslons concerning this end-play check or the MIG, - 7 A Yes, sir.
8 orthis MIG-4, Exhibit 130, with anyone after, atany 8 Q But nobody else?
9 time after your shift ended and you vemmed home on 9 A No, sir.
10 September 30th, 19977 ‘ 10 Q The answers that you provided to the NTSB
1 A No. : 11 back In February, on February 16th, 2000, were true
12 Q Inyourcapacity asan lnspector at the 12 and correct to the best of your knowledge and
13 time of your second end-play check, didyou haveany . | 13 iInformation at the time?
14 . knowledge or understanding as to when Alrcraft 963 14 A Yes, sir, at the time.
15 -would next have am end-play check concerning the ] 15 Q Have you reviewed the transcript?
16 jackscrew assembly in terms of what the Interval would | 16 A Yes, sir, 1did.
17 be; when it would next go through that procedure? 17 Q Did you find In your review of the
18 A Yes, sir. To the best of my recollection, 18 transcript of your Interview any inaccurades that you
19 that would be every other C-check ence they started to 19 want to call to our attention here this morning?
20 checks. And I don't remember what specific number of 20 A Um, the first one was my A and P mechanic’s
21 - checks started those checks. Butomeﬂ*eystzmed, 21 date should have been 1985. For my.license as opposad
2 be!ievetwaseve:yoﬁmerc-daedt. . 22 1o 1884, which Is when 1 started school.
‘23 Q Wasityourunderstanding that C-checks 23 Q And that would be — are you referring to
‘24 back In the September 1997 time period occurred - at 24 page four, line 16?2
25 least for MD-80 alrcraft - approximately every 15 25 A Correct.
Page 99 Page 101
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Q So you think that that shoutd be changed

us here today ks that you recollect that at the end of

Page 103

1 1
2 based on when you actually obtained your license, and 2 the check Mr. Hensel was present on the tail?
3 - that would have been 19857 : 3 . A That'scomect.
4 A Yes, sir, January of 1985. 4 1 believe the rest éppears to be - .
5 Q Okay. Any other Inaccuracies that you want 5 Q Let me direct you to a couple of other
6 to call to our attention based on your review of 6 ‘portions of your statement. First, If you could turn
7 Exhibit 1657 ’ 7 topage seven line 14 through line 17 -
8 A There would be some that - Iet’ssee. 8 A (Complying)
9 - There was a question in here about - 9 Q - of Exhibit 165.
10 Mr, Hensel; us having the third person. At that point 10 . You see Dr. Crawley's question: "Did you
11 In time I could not remember anyone else belng up 11 talk to the people that did the original Inspection
12 there but Ron and myself. 4 12 thatcame up with the 40 ﬁmusandths?" And your
13 Q Ron Azbell? 13 response Is: "No slr?”
14 . A Ron Azbell, correct. - 14 A Nosir, That's correct. And at that time, .
15 - MR, RUSHING: Takealookatpageuand 15 that was the answer I gave. And I realize today that
16 .see if that's the reference you're referring to. . 16 1 have said Mr. Bautista. And I don't know when 1
17 THEWIINESS: Oh, the one I was referring 17 recalled that.
18 to s on page seven, line two. It says, "And where 18 !havebea\uylnghogetn'oyselfmreaﬁze
19 was he when the inspection was done? And at that 19 what happens with all the talk that goes on with the
20 particular point in time I could not remember. But 20 hangar, what time frame everything Is developing. And
21 over time - I get little bits and pleces back for - 21 I'm convinced, myself, that I did spedfy something to
22 whatever reason I don't know. . 22  Mr. Bautista In the moming, and I also talked tp
23 But I stated today of course that he was on 23 Manny Diaz at the time.
24 the stand at the end of the check. .And I will stand 24 - Q Areyouaware, sir, that Mr. Diaz Is under
25 by that statement. At this-point in time 1 was very 25 investigation in any capacity by the FAA? '
Page 102 Page 104
1 frustrated. ImeanIwas ~ . 1 A Yes sir, I'm aware that he's —
2 MR. TOPEL: At which point In tlme? e 2 - Q Whatis your understanding of the
3 THE WITNESS: At the polnt in ime of the 3 Investigation that's pending against Mr. Diaz?
4 NTSB I was, there was a kot of pressure and very - 4 A I have no knowledge of what his
S fustrating; in total disbellef that this actually 5 investigation ks.
6 happened and k even had my name on it so ~ 6 = Q Whatisyour lmderstandmg -~ what do you
7 But that's — other than that 1 be!xeve, -7 know about any Issues lnvoMng Mr. Diaz and
8 for the most part - ' 8 Investigations? -
9 That would affect a!so 1 beﬂeve my answer 9 MR. RUSHING: Objecﬂon. Vague.
10 atthe time on page 14. . 10 Are you talking about an FAA investigation
1 . MR. RUSHING: What would affect? - . 11 of Mr. Diaz?
12 . THE WITNESS: The fact that I remember Ron 12 -‘MR. FRANKEL:  Any Investigation. He says
13 being up there at the end of that check. - 13 that he's aware that he's under investigation. I just
14 MR. RUSHING: Is there & particadar 14 - want to probe what the extent of his knowledge is.
15 referenced that you can give to Mr. Frankel? 15 - THE WITNESS: The only thing I'm aware of
16 THE WITNESS: The reference would be the 16 thathewaslnvolvedwlﬁ'l is the John Leotine. That's
17 quesﬂonaskedonlmem Andmyamerfromnne 17 the only thing, as far as I know, that he's involved
18 13, o 18 in. .
19 Q MR. FRANKEL: So In response to the T e L Q MR. FRANKEL:  When you say "the
20 question that Dr. Crawley asks it says, "Now, when you | 20 John Leotine Incident,” to what are you referring?
21 were up doing this check do you recall were ~was . 21 + A.T'm referring to when the FBI and FAA came
22 anybody else up there besides the three of you?" 22 to the facility and ordered everybody in the other
23 . #r. Minnette: "I don't even recall that 23 room and kept everybody there while they did whatever
24 there was more than Ron and I up there.” - .1 24. they were doing. 'lhat'saboutasmudlaslknowabout
25 °  Andnow what you have recollected here to '| 25 thatwholeincident. .
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1 Q When did that occur? | 1 walk around and checking that all the doors were
2 A 1don't remember the date.’ 2 dosed. And they asked me if I had checked, if I
3 . 1 was there when they did . I was just 3 opened the doors to check anything. And 1 sald no
4 coming off shift and I had to stay for s while, Butl 4 because I would have voided out the individual
5 don't remember the exact date. : - 5 signature that said he dosed them all. All Iwent
3 Q Do you recall whether that happened prior * 6 around was and checked that all the Yoors were dosed
7 to the crash of Alaska Flight 261 or after? 7 before departure on the alrcraft. (sic) And I don't
8 A 1believe It was prior, 8 remember what the aircraft number was.
9 Q Inrespect to September 30th, 1997, which 9 'Q Do you recall who asked you about that -
10 s the date of the MIG-4 that we have been tandng 10 incident?
11 about that you were involved in - 1 A It was a lawyer I believe,
12 A Correct, 12 Q For Alaska Airlines? .
13 Q - performing the second end-play check 13 A U, Ithink. I'm assuming that's who it
14 and the crash of Alaska Alrlines Flight 261 on 14 was, yes.
15 January 31st, 2000, can you help us narrow the scope 15 Q Apart from your lmderstanding of .
16 of when, between the end of September 1997 andtheend | 16 proceedings or an knvestigation being pending against
17 of January 2000, the FAA and the FEI showed up at 17 WMr. Diaz, are you aware of any investigations of any
18 Hangar 6 while you were there during the graveyard 18 sort that are pending against any other Alaska
19 shift? 19 employees at Hangar 67
20 A 1 don't remember the date. 1don'teven 20 A I know I believe Greg Atamaniuk - who 1
21 remember the year that they came in. ‘ 21 guess you spoke with yesterday — I don't know if he's
2 Q You know that it was - I take It after - 22 under one now or if It's done or what Is involved with
23 September 30th 1997 that the FBI artived, the FBI and 23 that, g v
24 the FAA arrived? It was after you had finished the 24 I guess that was with John Leotine also.
25 C-check, I mean the end-play test? : 25 And 1 bélieve John Nanny I think was
Page 106 Page 108
1 - A Ibelieve so. I'm not positive on any 1 - another one. All supervisors.
2 date, . ‘ 2 Q John Hanny?
3 Q When you say that thls involved 3 A Yes,
4  Mr. Leotine, what does your reference to Mr, Leotine 4 Q What shift did he work on?
5 have to the FAA, FBI arriving ot the Oakland facility 5 A He's always been days I believe.
6 sometime between September 30th *97 and Januarv 31st, 6 Q Are you aware of anyone eise that either -
7 20007, . 7 has had proceedings and investigation by the FAA or
8 A Well, the only thing I'm aware of is that I 8 FBI pending or concluded against them concerning any
9 was told that some papers had been taken to the FAA 9 matters at Hangar 6 at the Alaska Alrlines facllity?
10 which supposedly were incomplete or whatever. And 10 A No, sir,
11 that's what caused this investigation to start. And 11 Q Now let me direct your attention to page
12 supposedly, from what I understand or what I was told, 12 eipht of your statement. It's the questioning
13 Mr. Lectine was the one who took the papers. 13 beginning on line 10.
14 Q Who told you that? 14 Mr. McGill: "If it were at 40 thousandths,
15 A Oh, Idon't have any idea. 1 mean, that 15 when would be the next time that would be rechecked;
16 was going around the hangar. ) 16 do you know?"
17 Q Did you ever speak with Mr., l.eot!ne about 17 Mr. Minnette: "I believe ifIcan, ifl
18 those allegations? 18 may, my memory serves me correctly, it is every other
19 - A No, sir. - ) 19 C-check.” .
20 " 'Q Do you know what in any spedﬂc terms this ] 20 Mr. McGIll: "Okay.”
21 lncomplete documentation or paperwork referenced? 21 Then Mr. Minnette: "For Alaska Alrlines”
22 A No. Except for one call that I got from 22 And Mr. McGill: "So that would put it about
23 - somebody asking me about an kem I had stamped off on 23 30 months; ks that correct?”
24 one of the task cards, which was I believe & final- 24 Mr. Minnette: "Roughly, yes.”
25 check and release task card which had to dowith a - 25 Is that consistent with your recollection
Page 107 Page 109
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1 today, Mr. Minnette, that a C-check takes place every 1 other people who participated in these checks and
2 15 months, or s it every 13 months? : 2 tests whose memory Is not very good. I mean they know
3 A Well, I don't know the exact date. But, 3 that they signed documents and things of that sort.
4 which is why I said roughly, yes. 4 Can you try to explain for us why you have
5 At some time slightly over twoyears it 5 such a dear recollection of these events?
6 comes back agaln. Iknow that. 6 ° MR. RUSHING: Object to the
7 I know — I'm not sure of the exact months. 7 characterization that preceded the ultimate question
8 Like I told you this moming, I thought R was 13. I 8 asargumentative and improper summary and stating
9 don't know that it has an exact date. Ibe!levethey 9 - facts not In evidence nor that will be in evidence.
10 are based on hours. 10 Go 2head and answer, sir. Why do you have
1 Q Let me direct your attention then to page 11 such a dear recollection of these events?
12 13 of your statement. And I'm focusing on line 17 12 A 1don't really know. Certain events stand
13 through 20. 13 out :
14 A (Complying) 14 MR. TOPEL: I'm sorry. What stands out?
15 Q On, it's a question that Mr. Leslie poses 15 THE WITNESS: I say, certain events will
16 to you on line 17: "Were the readings all five times 16 - stand out throughout tme.
17 exactly the same, do you recall?® ; 17 At the time that we did this check, other
18 Mr. Minnette: "I don'trecall. To the 18 than the fact that we had the seven thousandths
19 best of my knowledge, I would have to say s0." 19 difference, nothing reafly stood out.
20 Mr. Leslie: "That they were?” 20 As time goes on — I mean little things
21 Mr, Minnette: "That they were.” 21 come back at different imes. I might be driving down
22 Your testimony here today was that you } 22 the highway or doing anything and -- but this has
23 appeared to be certaln today that the readings were 23 played on my mind for a long ime. And If, you
24 .033 precisely each of the five times that the second 24 know — we didn't in my mind, as far as the check and
25 end-play test was performed. And you seemed to be 25 -evenything went, nothing was done wrong. Inmy mind,
Page 110 Page 112
1 somewhat uncertain about that back in Febmary of 1 both checks were valid. Both were good checks.
2 2000. 2 Q MR. FRANKEL: The first check and -
3 A That's correct. 3 A The first check and the second check. And
4 And the reason 1 say that Is because I was, 4 1can't say from my knowledge at that time that one
5 the pressure was great. Andlkmwwegot33 5 was more comrect than the other one or wrong.
6 thousandths on that, - 6 Q Since I want to focus on the period after
7 I mean, it takes some time and R's taken 7 the crash, have you been involved in doing inspections
.8 mealot of time to deal with this, ButIli stand - 8 of end-play tests since the crash of Alaska Alrlines
9 behind my fact that they were 33 thousandths, . . . 9 Flight 2617
10 Q The statement, the testimony, the Interview 10 A Yes, sir.
11 thatyou provided to the NTSB, you provided that . | 11 Q On about how many occasions?
12 testimony truthfully and accurately to the best of - 12 A End-play checks, hard to put a valid
13 your knowledge at the time you gave your mtement: Is | 13 number. 15 perhaps. |
14 thatcorrect? 14 Q Prior to the crash you had only been an
15 A That's comect, yes, sir. : 15 Inspector involved In a few; correct?
16 Q Youdidso justasif you were under oath, 16 A Yes,sir, 1 belteve 1 stated perhaps two
17 correct? 17 orthvee.
18 A Correct. | . : 18 Q Are you aware of what, If any, differences
19 Q Mr. Minnette, I puess I justwanttoask . 19 exist between the end-play checks that you have
20 you a couple of questions. ' 20 iInspected since the crash with how the test was
2 We've taken testimony from a variety of .21 performed prior to the crash?
22 Alaskawimesuwerthelasttwoorﬁnreeweeksand 2 A The test has been changed several imes In
23 you have a very vivid memory of the events that 23 varous ways. To the best of my — we have changed
24 occurred in the September 1997 time period eoncemlng 24 the torque to a straight 300 inch pounds. Now there
25 this C-check In contrast to the snemory of a lot of 25 s no more variation in the torque.
Page 111 ' Page 113
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1 The go and no go gauge Is there no more. 1 A No, sir.
2 We do strictly a stop limits check in which the stop -2 Q Didyoueverhearanyoneatmaslmmﬂines
3 isrun the full nose up, make sure the stops don't 3 communicate that the end-play check was a difficult
4 contact. Full nose down, make sure the stops don't 4 task to perform properly?
5 contact 5 A 1believe 1 heard that a few times during,
6 mlubrlahonpmwdurehasmangm 1 i 6 n'in\arﬂydnngsehpbecanseltwasverydfﬁunt
7 know there ks no more brush, brushon, asI'veheard 7 tosetup.
8 told that we used to do. Now they fill up the threads 8 Q Apartfromd‘rma.ﬂtylnsetﬁnglt up, did
9 wlmgreaseandmennmu'iejadsaewumghcyde 9 you hear anyone ever question the difficulty of
10 Q Letme stop you there. . ‘ 10 actually performing the test once the setup was
11 When you say that I know there Is no more ‘11 accomplished?
12 brush on as I have heard told that we used todo, now | 12 A No, sir.
13 they fill up the threads with grease and then run the 13 Q Now, was there a change -- also after the
14 jar.kscrew through - 14 crash, Mr. Minnette == In terms of the restraining
15 A - through the cyde — 15 fixture that was used to perform the test?
16 Q -- through the cycle. Tell me what you 16 A We did have some other fixtures made. 1
17 understood the practice was before the crash andhow | 17 don't recall where they were made. They were ,
18 It's now changed. 18 apparently one of our. machine shops. And I befieve
15 A Well, I had never seen the lube card 19 they were used on a few occasions. 1 dont recall, I
20 spedifically. But there was never large amounts of 20 think it was more right after the arash when we were
21 grease on anything. It was all infected at the 21 going through several of ‘em.
22 bearings. ldon‘trecaneverseelnganymathada 22 And they didn®t, they weren't around very
23 large overflow of grease. ' 23 long, but they were the solld thread types where you
24 Andmejadmewnow,tl'sevjustputlton 24 oouldn't see the ends, llcetheDouglasﬁxbxehas'
25 by hand and they just run it completely down the 25 thered fixtures, -
Page 114 Page 116
1 threads to make sure that everything Is well lubed. 1 . Q So the threads in the restraining fixture,
2 Q Isthis in connection with performingan . 2 there Is two threads In the middle of the restraining
3 end-play test or Is this In connection with doing ﬂme 3 fixture; Is that right?
4 Jubrication of the jad{sa'ew assembly? ) 4 A The end's threaded Into the fixture, yes.
5 A Well, that's a lubrication of the - - 5 Q And my understanding of what you're
6 jackscrew. Butit's lubed after the end-play checks 6 testifying Is that these were Alaska-fabricated tools
7 are complete. 7 asfar as you know?
'8 wnrd\angs,meyhavealsoputmme 8 A Asfar as I know, I believe they were. - .
9 new end-play check cards that if you reach certalin 9 Q Where you could not see the two threads
10 : Hmits then - I would have to look at a task card to 10 coming together? T
11 be spedific on what they are - Itqoes,thewau:h 1 A That's comect. . ,
12 times decrease to the limits. 12 ‘Q Whereas in the Boelng or Douglas too! you'
13 . QIntermsof when you would next have to 13 could see, you can see the two threads coming
14 checkit? 14 together; isn't that right?
15 A Correct. 15 A That's' comrect
16 1 belleve that's preny much the major 16 Q And In the September 1997 time period, back
17 changs that I can think of. . 17 when Exhibit 130 was created, you testified, I beliéve
18 Q Prior to the crash, did you have any 18 earlier, that so as far as you knew Alaska Alrlines
19 concemns whatever about the accuracy or reliabmty of 19 had only one restraining fixture; Is that sight?
20 the end-play check? 20 A That's correct. At the Oakland fadlity,
2 A No, sir. 21
2 Q Did you ever hear anyone at Do 22 Q Do you know whether they had others at any
23 Alaska Altlines, any of your employees or co»employees 23 other facility?
24 or anyone else raise any questions about the 24 A No, sir.
25 reliabllity or accuracy of the end-play check? 25 Q Now, that restralning fixture, lhe

Page 115
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1 restraining fixture that was used to perform the 1 A Yes, sir.
2 end-play check, the second end-play check and 2 . Q Who Is the head of quality control
3 presumably the first end-play check - since you only 3 department today at the Alaska Oakland facility?
4 had one - do you know what happened to that fixture? 4 A Al Weirholt. ]
5 A To the best of my knowledge, k's stili at H Qboyourecanwhouxatpe:sonwaslnthe
6 the hangar. : 6 fallof 19977
7 Q Never heard that it broke or got destroyed? | 7 A That would be Johnny Baker I believe.
] A No, sir, - - ‘ 8 Q Inthe fall of 1997 did you have any
9 Q Do you know what happened to the - . 9 discussions with Mr. Baker regarding the events we are
10 Alaska-fabricated fixtures that were used for a short 10 talking about this morning?
11 period of time after the crash; the ones where you 11 A No, sir,
12 couldn't see the two threads? ) 12 Q You have been an A and P for, X think it's
13 A No. I haven' seen those in a long time. 13 about 16 years, since 1985, correct?
14 1don'tknow what happenedto'em. . 14 A Since January of '85. Which would be
15 Q Did you become aware that the FAA lssued an 15 about, is that 17 and a half years?
16 order grounding Alaska's fleet because of the use of 16 < Q Seventeen years.
17 these Alaska tools? . 17 And you've certainly received a falr amount
18 A No, sir. 18 of training both on the job and dassroom regarding
19 MR. FRANKEL: At this tlme I have no - 19 Aand P skills; right?
20 further questions of the witness but reserve my - 20 - A Comect.
21 rights to recall him in view of Alaska's Inoomplehe 21 Q And one of those skills Is lubrication
22 production and the pendency of the NTSB investigation. 22 skills; right? _
23 - MR. RUSHING: Let's take a break. We've 23 A That's comrect.
24 been going about an hour, - 24 - Q And part of the lubrication skilis Is
25 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We are off the reoord at 25 skills In applying grease; correct?
Page 118 ) Page 120
1 10:13aM. 1 A Correct..
2 (Recess taken) 2 Q And you have used grease guns probably
3 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We are bad< on lhe -3 ' hundreds of times; right?
4 reoord at 10.31 am. 4 A No, sir. Not really,
5 i 5 Q Have you ever been Involved in alrcraft
6  EXAMINATION 6 lubrication?
7 ' 7 A Yes, sir,
8 MR. MASSEY: : 8 Q Tell me about your involvement with
9 ‘Q Mr, Minnette, good momlng. 9 aircraft hubrication.
10 A Good moming. 10 - A The only real lubrication that 1 have had
11 Q Irepresent Equllon Enterprises, which was 11 to do myself was back In late 1984 and early 1985 when
12 involved with the distribution of AeroShell grease 33 | 12 I worked for Pioneer Alrfines.
13 -just for your own edification. 13 . Q And Ithink I read in this morning in
14 Are you currently an Inspectorat - 14 yesterday's questioning by Mr. Frankel.
15 Alaska Airlines? 15 You worked on Dc:w alrcraft at Pioneer; Is
16 A Correct, lead Inspector, ‘ 16 that correct?
17 ' Q You're a anrent lead lnspecbor? 17 A No, sir.
18 - . A Comect. S 18 Q What type of alrcraft did you work onat
19 Q What are the levels of lnspector? 19 Pioneer?
20 . A Inspector, lead and supervisor. 20 A We worked on Metro 3s and we had one other
21 Q That designation "inspector,” does that 21 aircraft, which was.
22 - mean quality control inspector? 22 Q That’s a Fairchild alrcraft?
3 A Yes, sir. 23 - THE REPORTER: You're both talking at the
24 Q Are you part of the quamy conh'ol 24 same time.
25 department? 25 . A We worked on Metro 3s, which I belleve are
Page 119 Page 121
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1 Fainchild. And we worked on Beech 99s. . 1 A Iwould say it's pretty well known, yes.
2 Q MR. MASSEY: Have you everdone any 2 Q It's good operating practice; right?
3 lubrication at Alaska Alrlines? 3 A Yes, sir.
4 A No,sir.  *° 4 Q Did you ever take any -- strike that. You
5 Q Have you ever had any training —. ‘ 5 didn't.
6 What training have you had with regard to 6 You tock n general famlhaﬂzatnon dasson
7 using grease, if any? : 7 MD-80 type aircraft at Alaska Altlines; did you not?
8 MR. RUSHING: At Alaska Alilines? g A Yes, sir.
9 '‘Q MR. MASSEY: No, generally what trainlng - 9 Q Was any part of that tratning, did any part
10 strike that. 10 of that training deal with lubrication?
11 What tralning have you recelved with regard 1 A Idon'trecall.
12 to lubrication grease during your A and P career? 12 Q Is one of your responsibllities as an
13 MR. RUSHING: Objection. It's overly - 13 Inspector --
14 broad, vague. - - . 14 Did you say lead lnspector?
15 THE WITNESS: I have to say that it would 15 A Lead Inspector, yes. .
16 be the training for, initial tralning for my A and P 16 Q Is one of your responsibilities as lead
17 license and any which'T may have had while with 17 Inspector at Alaska Alrlines to know the
18 Pioneer, which 1 don't recollect any spedific 18 Alaska Alrlines general malntenance manual procedures
19 training. ‘ 19 for filling out paperwork?
20 Q BY MR. MASSEY: During your lnltial 20 A Yes, sir, :
21 tralning during your A and P license did they ever 21 Q In fact, you have to know It fairty well
22 teach you at A and P school that you should not mix | 22 because you are, when you put your inspector's stamp
23 different types of greases? 23 on certain paperwork you are verifying that it's done
24 A Yes, sir. 24 in accordance with Alaska's GMM; correct?
25 - Q Okay. 25 A Correct. - _
Page 122 Page 124
1 And that's been your practice slnce you' 1 Q Aswell as the federal avilation
2 went to A and P school; right? ~ 2 rvegulations?
3 MR. RUSHING: Objection. Lacks foundation. 3 A Correct. -
4 Misstates the witness’ testimony. . 4 Q Prior to the end-play check which you
5 Q MR. MASSEY: Let me ask a dlﬁerent 5 witnessed in the fall of 1997 or acted as inspector
6 question here. 6 forin the fall of 1997 on Alrcraft 963, had you ever
7 On those occasions when you were 7 before been asked to do a recheck gn any end-play
8 lubricating alircraft with grease you knew that, based 8 checkinvolving a Jackscrew on an MD-807
9 upon your A and P training, that you were notto mlx 9 A No, sir, .
10 different types of greases; corvect? ' 10 Q Do you know if - would you be in an
11 A That's corvect. . 11 position to know If any other inspectors had ever done
12 'Q And you knew that pr!or to 1997; right? 12 arecheck on an end-play check -- strike that. It's ‘
13 A Correct. 13 coming out bad.
14 Q Infact, that's a generally held prim:lple 14 Would you know, sir - had you ever --
15 for A and P mechanics; correct? ' 15 strikeit. -
16 MR. RUSHING: Objection. Vague. 16 Have you ever become aware of any other
17 Q MR. MASSEY: The fact that you :hou!dn't 17 re-checks of end-play checks done on jackscrews prior
18
19
20
2
22
23
24
25

mix greases? 18 to the accident we are talking about today?
A Yes, sir. ; ’ 19 A No, sir, .
" Q Infact, anyA and P worth hissaltknows = 20 {Off-the-record discussion) :
that; right? : 21 Q MR. MASSEY: Mr. Minnette, excuse me for §
_ MR. RUSHING Objection. Argumentaﬁve. 22 jumping around a fittle bit. But I just wanted to
Vague. 23 talk to you about a few things that Mr. Frankel talked
Q MR. MASSEY: It's pretty well known In the 24 to you about.
Industry? 25 I believe that you sald that after the
~ Page 123 Page 125 .
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1 second, after the recheck which you performedon | "1 -~ --A I guess basically,  you locked at it that
2 Alrcraft 963 in the fall of "97 that you hada 2 -way. ] guess that's basically what I'm doing.
3 conversation with Mr. Hensel; right? 3 Q And does the Alaska general maintenance o
4 A Yes, sir. Atthe end of the check. : 4 manual allow for an Inspector who has been part of the —
5 Q And I believe you said that he had to get S task which is being verified to approve his own work?
6 ready for his turnover. ‘ 6 . A Iknow it is not required from for a’
7 What did you mean by he had to get ready 7 mechanic. It's not allowed. L
8 for his turover? , 8 I've never thought about tin that ~ I -
9 " A Well, we worked graveyard shift. It was § don't really know how to answer that. I mean, as far
10 late into our shift and he has to write a report to 10 asmequesﬁon,amed;aniccamotbwoffmsown ,
11 tumn over to the oncoming day shift to bring themup 1 work. S ey i
12 to status with what had been done and currently being - 12+ Q- Isltthenmeuﬂng! —
13 done on the shift. 13 -that'sdoneﬂ:emrk? o
14 Q And you wanted to give him the status of 14 A xwouldsayuut'suue. Butlphysically .
15 yourred:ecksothathecmﬂdpassmatontothenmit ‘| 15. .did not do the work. Iwasobwvingandl‘m Fo
16 shift; right? ‘ ] 16 admovdedg!ng that that's my observations. —
17 A That's correct. - ET I AR Imeanfphyslcanyd'dnot.omerman «
18 . Q As far as you know, he did that? - 18 observing the readings on-the gauges, I'm sigring ,
19 A Correct. ) 16 that that’s what Was done and that's and that those . :
20 Q Doyouknowwhathetoldthenextshiftcr . 20 waemeaahdmatwasme?eadlngsv«regot. - /
21 what he put on the turnover logs? -2l 'Q Thetaskecard requirestwo people, eorre
2 - A Nosir,Idont ... |22 forthis end-play ched? ;s ’ -
23 Q You don't concern yourself - e 23 MR, RUSHING: .Objection. Lads foundation L
24 ’ Inthefalloflsw,munespecttoﬁﬁs 24 Assmnesfadsnothevldeme. - .
25 recheck, you did not concern yourself with tumove 8 MR. WLSSEY Stﬁke that. Wlﬂtdraw the e .
[—
1 logs; eonect? : 1 question. - :
2 A Nosir. That‘su\elead'sjob 2 THE REPORTER: Hold on. Go ahead.. :
3 Q Okay. 3 MR. MASSEY: Iapologize. - ‘ ~
4 Take & ook at Exhibit 130. 4 Q MR. MASSEY: Does the task card require a
] A (Complying) 5 mechanic and an inspector, slt? -
'3 - Q We have established that at the bottom 6 A Yessin o
7 left-hand corner, that’s your stamp for inspector 7 Q And the task card requires then that two —
8 number 72. The number under it 14983, what numberls 8 pebple be involved with, that at least two people be
9 that? $ Involved with doing the end-play check; norrect? -
10 A That's my Artic number. 10 A Correct.
1 Q That's your Artic number., . 11 Q And you were one of those two people. hat
12 Is that also your Alaska employee number? 12 right, that did the end-play check that we are talking
13 A No, sir. . 13 about? )
14 Q Whatls your Alaska employee? ' 14 A Yes, that's comrect. .
15 A 5015014951 ' ‘ 15 Q And then the MIG-4 requires that during the ~
16 Q By placing that, your stamp on Exhibit 130, 16 fina! Inspection buy back process that an inspector
17 whatwas It that you were verifying? - 17 sign off on that, that a quality contro! inspector
18 A I was verifying that the end-play check S 18 sign off on that saying that yes, number bne, that the :
19 spedified above In the comrective action had been . 19 end-play check was done, and secondly it was fone -
20 acoomplished and that the results are what we found. ; 20 correctly, and that part of that being done correctly
21 Q And in fact, you were involved with that 1 | 21 that it was inspected correctly; right?
22 end-play checl; right? o . 2 A Yes, sir, .
23 A That's correct. ' ' 13 Q And In the final buy back process where you —
24 Q And so Is It true, sir, that in some ways : 24 put your Inspector stamp number 72 on here, rou were
25 youwere verifying yourownwork? . - 25 verifying that the Inspection that you had done o1, ;
Page 127 Page 129 —
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1 for Mr. Azbell, that your own lnspecﬁnn was done 1 A Yes, there were inspectors oncoming, yes.
2 correctiy; right? 2 Q In fact, you talked to Mr. Bautista at the
3 You were verifyinn l‘hat: right? 3 end of this, at the end of your shift, and
4 A Yes. 4 Mr. Bautista’s an Inspector; right?
5 Q Okay. . 5 A That's correct.
6 So in effect you were verlfying vour own . 6 Q If youtake alook at the planned action
7 work;right? 7 ‘section of Exhibit 130, you see how that's crossed
8 A Yes. 8 out?
9 Q And does the Alaska malntenanoe manual 9 ‘A Yes, slr
10 allow for you to do that? 10 Q Do you know who crossed it out?
11 A (No audible response) - 11 A Per the MIG-4, Ron Hense! crossed it out.
12 MR. MASSEY: Let me withdraw the question. 12 Q Do you see that box under planned action®™,
13 THE WITNESS: I - 13 “authorized by?"
14 MR. MASSEY: lethdrewthequesﬁon 14 A Yes, sir,
15 Q MR. MASSEY: Based upon your experience as 15 Q Itsays "RB4IJ462?"
16 an A and P mechanic and based upon your experlence In 16 A Yes, sir.
17 reading general maintenance manuals and being involved | 17 Q Do you know who RB40462 is?
18 In aircraft maintenance for 17 years, in your oplnlon, 18 MR. RUSHING: Shalem, with all due respect,
19 sir, is that good malntenance practice foran . :. 19 this was covered yesterday and —
20 [Inspector to verify his own work? 20 MR. MASSEY: This Is the last quesﬁcn on
2 MR. RUSHING: For 23 inspector to verify 21 this. Youlli see where I'm going here.
22 his own Inspection? 22 THE WITNESS: Ross Belfiore.
‘3 MR, MASSEY: No. For what we have been 23 Q MR. MASSEY: Okay.
24 talking about for the last five minutes. 1s that good 24 Once the planned action was crossed out as
25 maintenance practice for a buy back inspector to 25 aninspector at Alaska Airlines, knowing
Page 130 Page 132
1 verify that his own inspection had been done 1 Alaska Alrlines paperwork, does that require another
2 comectly? . ' . 2 supervisor to sign off that the new planned action
3 MR. RUSHING: Object to the quesﬁon as ' 3 should also be authorized?
4 vague, ambiguous, ‘ : 4 Do you understand what I mean? I realize
5 If you understand the question - ‘ S thatwas a little bit jumbled. -
6 THE WITNESS: 1believe I understand what = 6 A Yes, sir, I understand what you're saying.
7 you're asking. ’ 7 And at this particular time, I do not believe so.
§ Q MR.MASSEY: Ijustwantto lmow your 8 Q So that when Mr — §0 when the words under
9 opinlon, sir. : § the planned action "reevaluate test per WC246-27000"
10 A My opinlon Is that there Is that there s 10 Were put in there, that new planned action did not
11  no other way to sign this off than for me to verify 11 require another supervisor, In your opinion sir, to
12 that this inspection was done and complete. And 12 sign off on that new planned action; correct?
13 that'swhatIdid. 13 A I don't believe so. :
14 Q Okay. 14 Q Itold you I was skipping around a "ittie
15 But you could have gotten another lnspecl:or 15 bit. ’ :
16 to verify your inspection of Mr. Azbell's worl; right? | 16 After you had done the recheck at the end
17 - A If there had been another inspectorandtwo - 17 of your shift in September of 1997 you exchanged some
18 of us were there, we could have done something. But 18 conversation with Lito Bautista; correct?
19 ﬂmlwou!dhavehadtoslgnoﬁmewnectedby 19 A Correct. i
20 blodc with Mr. Azbell. - 20 Q Do you recall any surprise at all on behalf
21 - Q Okay. ‘ ! 21 . of Lito Bautista that your measurement, yours and
22 Was there another lnspector avallable? 22 Mr. Azbell's measurement was 7 thousandths different
23 A No, sir, ' 23 thanhis?
24 Q Was there another Inspector avaflable on 24 A No, sir, -
25 the next shift; do you know? 25 = Q Did Mr. Bautista suggest to you that
Page 131 Page 133
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perhaps there should be a tie breaker?

A No, sir, not that I recall.

Q Did you ever think about the fact that your
measurement was point, was seven thousandths of an
inch different than the original measurement, and
since you have two measurements that perhaps a third
should be taken to break the tie? -

Have you ever thought that?
Al havetlwughtmatslnoeﬁﬁsall ameup.
Since the accident.
Prior to that, I can't say that I did.

EBvevounawnm

* evidence, the way you have raised k.

the inspection which you witnessed and Mr. Azbefl
accomplished, that each step on that task card had
been accomplished; correct?

MR. RUSHING: Objection. It misstates the
evidence. Lacks foundation. Assumes facts not in

Q MR. MASSEY: You can answer if you
understand.
A 1believe 1do.
The answer to that ks that I verified that
we accomplished those steps per the task card. But it

Q Oratthe time? . ) 12 dosn‘tmanu\atmeyslgnedoﬁﬂ\etaskcard
MR. RUSHING: That's what he just sald. 13 Q Right.
THE WITNESS: No. ‘ 14 A We followed the task card pmmdurs.
Q MR. MASSEY: Have you ever discussed that 15 Q Xunderstand that, sir,
since the accident, other than your lawyers? 16 But If you were going out to do a brand new
A Not that I can, not lhat I can say I'm 17 end-play check and you took a task card with you, you
aware of, no. 18 would have to, as an inspector, sign off on that task
Q You haven't talked to any othzr mechanics 19 card in the Inspection slots and buy off that each
or Inspectors at Alaska Alirfines about that fact at 20 step had been done; correct? .
all; have you? 21 A That's correct.
A Not that I can spedifically say, no 2 Q And that's so the FAA and Alaska Altlines
Q Now, atthe time you were given the HIG-4 23 knows that each item had been nu:omplished- correct?
by Mr, Hense! fust prior to your doing the second 24 A That's correct.
end-play check, did you ever think that perhaps you 25 Q Why is that different for a recheck?
Page 134 Page 136
-1 should go and get a new -- strike that, . 1 A Because the MIG-4 provides more information
2 At the time you were given the MIG-4 to go, "2 than the actual card kself as far as being able to
3 and then subsequently got a copy of the, of 3 record our results.
4 Exhibit 126, which Is the task card to go dothe -4 Q How so?
5 recheck, did you ever think that perhaps you wanted to 5 A There is no place on the task card to
6 getanew blank task card? 6 accomplish any records. On this particutar task card,
7 " MR. RUSHING: - Objection. Vague., 7 If we had gone through - they said, he
1 8 Go zhead. - 8 wircte this, that they had 40 thousandths. We said we
9 - THE WITNESS: No, slr : ' 9 found 33 thousandths. But If we -had just done the
10 Q MR. MASSEY: What's the purpose of the 10 task card there still would be, tiere would be a
11 taskcard? 11 duplication of action here. We would be stamping off
12 A'lhepurposeoflhetaskurdlsto ‘ 12 the card and this. We only stamp this one Rtem
13 specifically accomplish a task that's generally per 13 stating that we did &t per the task card. We didnt
14 the maintenance manual, that Is following the 14 generateataskardhoshowmatthadbemdone
15 maintenance manual and approved by Douglas, and 2s far, 15 twice. -
16 asIknow the FAA. And it's to accomplish a given . 16 Q 1appreciate that, sir.
17 task without having to go straight to the maintenance 17 . My question s whv, how would one know -
18 manuals and research, 18 strike it
15 Q Isoneof the pmposes of the task card and - 19 In the case of g brand new end-play check,
20 the certaln items that have to be signed off next to 20 not a recheck, each tem has to be signed off and
21 varlous items on the task card also to ensure that . - - 21 Inspected so that each line tem, as you go down the
22 each of the ltems Is completed on thattaskcard? - - - | 22 taskcard, the FAA knows and Alaska Alifines knows,
23 A Yes, sir. 23 and any Inspectors from the FAA that come and review
24 Q And In fact, when you put your { ﬁnal buy . 24 paperwork would know that each Item, each fine tem on
25 back Inspection stamp on there you had verified that 25 that task card had been accomplished; right?
Page 135 - Page 137
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Page 139

1 MR. RUSHING: Objection. Asked and 1 Q Have you ever, sir, heard his name
2 answered. 2 associated with the investigation of the crash of
3 THE WITNESS: nght. ) 3 Alaska 261?
4 Q MR. MASSEY: When you do a recheck you're 4 A Um-
5 supposedto awomplish each of those line items; 5 Q Other than from your lawyers?
6 right? vy , 6 A No, sir.
7 A That's comrect. 1 7 Q Sir, would you please take a Iook at
8 Q How would the FAA Imow without those stamp 8 Exhibit 147. .
9 - offs on each line ftem that each step had been 9 A (Complying)
10 accomplished on the recheck? 10 Q Do you know what that Is, sir?
1 A Because we have stated that we did the 11 A Yes sir. It appears to be a copy of the
12 check here. 12 GMM pertaining to the MIG-4s back in 1992.
13 Q Okay. So-- 13 Q Take a look at page 3451. About five pages
14 MR. RUSHING: Referring to Exhibit? 14 down.
15 THE WITNESS: Referring to Exhibit 130. 15 A (Complying)
16 MR. MASSEY: Right. 16 Q Is that a May 1998 revision to the Alaska
17 Q MR. MASSEY: So the end-play procedure for 17 GMM?
18 arecheck, at least the paperwori, ks a little bit 18 A Yes, sir. .
19 different from an end-play check that's not a recheclg 19 Q You're generally familiar with this
20 correct? 20 maintenance manual; right?
21 A Yes, 21 A Generally.
22 Q You could have gone and 9otten a blank task 22 Q Sure.
23 card; right? 23 And sir, have you ever read in your
24 A Yes, we could have used a blank task card. 24 posltion or prior to taking your position as a lead
- 25 . Q Andsigned off on each item; right? 25 Inspector at Alaska Alrlines, this section of the GMM
Page 138 Page 140
1 A That's correct. : 1 regarding Inspection buy back, either this revision or
"2 Q That's just not required under ' . 2 anearlier revision?
3 Alaska Alrfines’ general malntenance manual; is that 3 A I'msure I have, yes.
4 right? 4 Q Generally, in stamping Exhibit 130 In the
5 A That's correct. § final Inspection buy back box, this would be the
[ Q Do you know who Bob Weaver ls? 6 _section of the GMM that describes the reasons and
7 A No, sir, 7 procedures for stamping that lnspecbon buy badc box;
g Q Do you know of anybody other than 8 correct?
9 Mr. Hensel, Ron Hensel, who participated In the 9 . MR, RUSHING: If you would like to take a
10 decision to perform a recheck of the original end-play 10 moment and put In context what section he's just shown
11 check done by Messers. Bautista and Balabat? 11 you from the larger document, please fee! free to do
12 Did you understand the question? 12 that.
13 A No. I'msony. !nﬂsedsomet’rﬂngﬂwre 13 MR. MASSEY: Yes, of course, take your
14 Q Sure. - 14 tme. :
15 Do you know of anybody other than 15 THE WITNESS: Yes, sir, Could you repeat
‘16 Ron Hensel who participated In the decision to perform 16 your question to make sure?
17 ' a recheck of the original end-play check done by 17 Q MR. MASSEY: Sure.
18 Mr, Bautista and Balabat? 18 Section F of this document, Is that the
19 A No, sir. -. 19 section which describes the procedures for completing
20 Q Do you know Mr. mu Weavex? 20 the box entitled "final Inspection buy back™ on
21 A The name s familiar, 21 Exhibit 1307 ‘
2 Q Do you know hls pos!tion at 22 A Yes, sir,
23 Alaska Airlines? - 23 Q And you're supposed to follow those
24 A No. He's based in Seattle. Or he was 1 24 procedures in putting your stamp In there; right?
25  believe. - : : " 25 A That's correct,

Page 141
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1 Q Do you ever have a buy back Inspection "1 “concerning the end-play checks?
2 whereyoustampedared)(onlt? 2 ‘A There may have been. Idon'trecall.
3 A Yes, sir, 3 Without seeing the form Rtself, 1 don't remember.
4 Q Lots of "'em, right? 4 Q Do the lnspector logs look In format —
5 . A Several, 5 strikelt.
6 Q I'm not going to talk to you anymore about 6°’ Let me have you took at Exhlbit 134,
7 thatdocument, sir. I'm aimost done. 7 A (Complying)
8 Sir, I apologize in advance Hthisisa 8 Q Let's look at the first page. .
9 difficult question. 9 Do the inspector logs have a typewritten or
10 You said that, to Mr. Frankel, that it's 10 printed section that'’s in any way similar fomat to
11 takenmea lotof t:me to deal with this. tdid 1 thls first page of Exhibit 134? : -
12 you mean? 12 -A No, Sir. ‘. ;; .
13 ‘A Imean that, ltwasaveryh'awnaﬁc ) 13  Q Allright. e
14 expedence. Having been In aviation for aslong as1 14 Andthenlfvouwmfourorﬁvepages ‘
15 have been an air traffic controller. I have talkedto | 15 down where thev have the handwﬂtten shlﬂ; turnover )
16 airplanes that have gone down. And It's, It was very, ' 16 log - i
17 very shocking to find my name on this paperwork. | 7. AYgs,sir s s '
18 Q Why was it shocking? . 18 ' Q -—uare those slmllar lnformat to the
19 A Just because - although I have been .19 - inspector logs?™ e
20 through probably every MD-80 at sometime or other, - 20 A Thats'ésirect.
21 It's just, you don't ever expect It to happen. | S 21 " Q HoWw thany inspictors arethere per shift?
22 doesn't happen to you. 22 - - -A-Itcan varydepending onwho‘soff.
23 .Q Do youwish you would have done somethlng 23 Anywheres from:pne to six. R SRR
24 differently? . L . .Q Okay. - :
25 A No, notatall. Isﬁlereanlnspectortmnovermeetingh FRRgne
Page 144
1 MR. MASSEY: All right. 1 between shifts?
2 Thankyouverymuchforyourtim,s!r. 2 A No notperse [rspect - the leads and
3 THE VIDEOGRAPHER: Mr. Frankel should we go 3
4 - ahead and change the tape? 4 v well, wrremiyno,lt‘sjtstme :
5 - MR, FRANKEL: Certainly, 5 supervisors that sit in on the moming tumover
6 - “THE VIDEOGRAPHER: We have reached the end 6 mectings.
7 oftapetwo. We're off the record at 11:07 a.m. 7 Q Iwantto talk about 1997,
8 (Recess taken) 8 .| A 1977, 1believe the leads and supervisors
] THE VIDEOGRAPHER: ‘lh!sbeg!nstapemree 9 in on the moming turnover meetings with the
10 in the videotape deposition of Michael Minnette, day 10 A and Ps and electronics. .
11 two on July 12th, 2002, We are back on the record at 11 Q Did the Inspectors attend those meetingsin
12 11319 a.m. 12 1997?
13 : 13 ANos!r.ldm‘tbeﬁeveso
14 EXAMINATION 14 Q Did the Inspectors have thelr owner
15 15 turnover meetings?
16 BYMR. READ , ' 16 In other words, did the Inspectors ¥rom one
17 Q My name ls Greg Read. I represent Shell. 17 shift meet with the oneom!ng Inspector for the next
18 ‘Would you tell us your date of birth - 18 shift?
19 please. 19 A We would Ifthere was lbems to turn over
20 A lune 6th — coned:ion June 3rd 1947. - 20 generally.
2 Q Am I correct that in addition to shift logs 21 There wouldbe a - oou!d be either a
22 there are also inspector logs? 22 visual with what's been written out or if there was
23 - <A That's correct. . - 23 anymmgum:nayhavebeenmﬂ\eloggeneranylt '
24 Q Were there any entries In the lnspector 24 would be verbally coordinated to somebody.
25 logs concerning this 1997 C-check on Alrcraft 963 25 Q Prior to your participating in the redaedc
Page 143 Page 145
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1 of the end-play test on aircraft 963 en 1 MR. RUSHING: Or some other?
2 September 30th, 1997, did you have any discussions 2 MR. READ: Or some other —
3 with anyone about end-play checks on this aircraft? 3 THE WITNESS: I feel thatit was not -
4 A No,sir.” = 4 because of the recheck. 1 don't mind doing the
5 Qnu:erusthmethatyouhadany , 5 recheck. AndIdon't think Ron does. -
6 knowledge atall about a recheck of the end-p!ay check |°6 1 think It was the amount of time; that it
7 when you were up on the tall stand parhdpaﬁng In 7 ook so long to either come up to make that dedision
8 the recheck? 8 orwhatever,
9 MR. RUSHING: Objecﬁon Lacks foundaﬁon. 9 I don't teany lmow the exact reason. But
10 Misstates the witness's earlier testimony. - 10 he was upset with that portion of it. Not the fact
11 °  THE WITNESS: No, sir.- It would be at the 11 thatwehadtodoit
12 time Ron Hense! and Ron Azbell came to me for the | 12 Q MR. READ: But Mr. Hensel and Mr, Azbell
13 check, which was prior to doing the check. 13 madelpointofseeldngyououthhaveﬂwls
14 Q MR. READ: How long before the check did 14 discussion? »
15 they come toyou? . ' 15 A Yes, sir, Ilhinklwasmeonlyhspednr
16 MR. RUSHING:- Greg, this has been covered v 16 on shift that night.
17 yesterday at great length.” I know you weren't here 17 Q When - after that discussion did you have
18 and I know that K's not an objection asked and o 18 a conversation with anybody else on the subject of an
19 answered because a new person Is asking it, but this 19 end-play check on this aircraft? .
20 has been covered. 20 A Not that I'm aware of, Not on that
21 MR. READ: Tacceptit, Don. And I've got 21 particular, at that particular time frame, no.
2 ahalfanhout‘swomwfmequestions,andl'llw 22 Q What did you say to Mr. Hensel when he
23 to do It expeditiously. . 23 expressed the fact that he was upset?
1T 24 Q MR. READ: How long before the actual 24 A 1don't recall exactly what Isaid. 1
25 recheck did you have a conversation with Mr. Azbell 25 don't - I mean I was upset, too, that they wait until
Page 146 Page 148
1 and Mr, Hensel? 1 the last minute.
2 Albe!leveltwastwowttreermrs. 2 Imean,merels,mmemerewasnoreason
3 Q Did they come to you together? 3 to wait il the last minute. And I don't know what
4 A Yes, 8lr, 4 the reasons were.
S Q Whatdidtheytenyou? _ 5 Q Did you attempt to find out what the
6 A They said we had a reevaluation or recheck 6 reasons were?
7 _on the end-play for that aircraft and - . 7 A No, sir, 1 didn't.
8 - Q Did they tell you what they thought about 8 Q Did you already say to your knowledge -~
9 that? 9 strikelt —~
10 A NotthatIrecall 10 To the best of your memory there was
1 "~ Q Isthatthe first — Excuse l'ne. , 11 nothing In the Inspector turnover logs concerning ﬂ\is
12 A Excuse me. ‘ 12 recheck of the end-play; Is that true?
13 I know Ron was upset. Andlberevel 13 A To the best of my knowledge, there wasn't.
14 mentioned this yesterday. And I'm not going to say 14 Q Did you make any entries in the inspector
15 super upset; he wasn't violently mad. Put k that . | 15 logs about this recheck?
16 way. ‘But he was visibly upset and, because they 1] 16 A Tdon'tknow that 1did. Idon't, Idon't
17 walted; there was like three days betweenthetime = ¢ | 17 recall the form at the time, If I made an entry or
18 misshowedupforredmedcandmeﬁmemeam:al 18 not. :
19 checkwasdone. 19 MR. READ: Don, do you know If the
20 Q Iread that in your transcript, and I 20 inspector logs have been produced?
21 didn't understand why the three days had to do with | 21 .MR. RUSHING: You know, I don't, one way or
22 anything. Soletme ask a question. ‘ 22 the other.
23 ‘Was the upset with the fact that there was 23 MR. FRANKEL: 1 cedzlnly haven't seen any
24 golng tobe a recheck or was the upset that it had 24 In my review of the documents.
25 taken three days to make that decislion? 25 MR. READ: We haven't either and we have
Page 147 Page 149
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1 scarched. 1 topon this one.
2 ' Q MR. READ: Mr, Minnette, were ﬂaere -I ) 2 Do you see - let me have you ook at the
3 guess you just sald this, but let me ask: Were there’ 3 entry with the number 5 that's encirdled. That entry
4 any other Inspectors that were working the shift that 4 says "please redo Acme scarew ck” - abbreviation for
§ you were working on September 30th? : S check ~ "to confirm problem. JLS looking up EO. EO
6 A No, sir. I think to the best of my T 6 ‘numbersignis lnvalid. Please have days to follow
7 knowledge, I think I was the only one that night. .7 up*
8 Q Had you been on duty the previous three 8 Had you ever seen that enb'y before I just
9 days; the 29th, 28th, 27th? _ 9 showed it to you?
10 ‘A Yes sir, I believe I was. : 10 A No, sir.
1 Q@ Am1I correct that during those three days, 11 Q Do you have nny knowledge why --strike
12 27,28, 29th of September, you had no knowledge either | 12 that. )
13 because there was something In writing or because you 13 Do you recognize the handwﬂhng of that
14 had had any discussion with anyone, about the ' 14 entry? .
15 possibility of a recheck of the end-play? 15 A No, sir.
16 MR. RUSHING: Objection. Askedand . 16 Q Do you have any lmowledge why someone
17 answered. S 17 requested a recheck on the 29th and it wasn't done
18 - .. THE WITNESS: No, sir, I didnt have any ‘| 18 until the 30th?
19 ‘contact with anybody. Any reference toit atall. . )19 MR. RUSHING: Objedion Cansfor
20 Q MR. READ: Do you know Mr. Ho? | 20 speculation and conjecture.
b3 | A Danie! Ho, yes. _ 21 THE WITNESS: No, sir. ..
2 Q Does he work — 22 Q MR. READ: Do you have any knowledge
23 In 1997 did he work the same shm asyou? - ' 23 whether any supervisor ever approved the second
24 A 1don't think so. 24 planned action on Exhibit 130 that states "reevaluate
S Q Have you looked at the mechanlts turnover . 25 test?” ' . . : :
Page 150 Page 152
1 logs in preparing for this deposition? 1 A No, sir, I don't. Idon't recollect that
2 A No, sir. 2 I~
3  Q Let me have you look at Exhlbit 136. 3 Q (Indmating) !
4 A (Complying) 4 A No sir, I don't recollectmatleverwas
5 Qrmrefeningtotbesatsstamplnu)e 5 involved with anything as far as who did what
6 lower right-hand corner of 921 or the last three 6 oonceming that portion of it. |
7 numbers. It's several pages down. 'I‘he last three 7 Q Isitcomrect that a planned actionofa
8 numbers are 921. o 8 lead mechanic is supposed to be approved by a
9 A Here ltis. 9 supervisor? ' '
10 Q Do you see item number seven? 10 MR. RUSHING: Objection. Misstates the
‘11 A Item number seven. 11 prior testimony. Lacks foundation. It's also been
12 Q My question is: Do you tecognlze that 12 asked and answered.
13 handwriting? . 13 THE WITNESS: No, sir, not at that time.
14 MR. RUSHING: Doyoureoognlzeme 14 In regards to something in my testimony
15 handwriting, sir? 15 from yesterday when I wasn't sure, I believe there was
16 THE WITNESS: No, sir. ' 16 a change submitted, but it was after this as far as
17 Q MR. READ: Had you ever seen that entrv 17 having another supervisor or a supervisor or the same
18 before I just showed it to you? 18 supervisor re-approve a change.
19 A No, sir. 119 But prior to this, I don't believe there
20 Q Let me have you looked at Exhibit 137 - o] 20 was. S,
21 strike that. That's the wrong - Lot a Q MR. READ: Okay. Allright.
2 Yes -- beg your pardon - Exhibit 137. 22 '"Is it correct that -- forget about the
3 A (Complying) - 23 change — a planned action on a non-routine card Is
24 Q Up at the top, the numbers that say at, tha : 24 supposed to be signed off by a supervisor; is that
25 last three numbers are 910. The numbers are up at the 25 true? .
Page 151 Page 153
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A At that particular — At this point In
time, planned actions I believe were, could be
authorized by efther. supewlsor Iead or producﬂon
control.
Q Whatwas the procedure In 1997 for
resolving a disagreement between two lead mechanlcs as
to an action to be taken on an aircraft?
A 1don*t know.
Q Ifone lead said I thlnk we ought to

- replace a given part and another lead said k don't

think we should, who was supposed to resolve that ln

19972

AA supeMsor *The next chain ofenmmand
up.

Q Doyou have any knowledge whether any
supervisor ever approved Mr. Hensers change ln the
planned action? B

MR. RUSHING: Objecﬂon It‘s been asked
and answered.:

GRURESvavounaswnnm

Q 1Is he still at Oaldand base?

A No, sir,

Q Where Is he now; if you know?

A 1don't know. _

Q Who was next in command under
Mr. Fitzpatrick in 1997 at the Oakland base?

A Tt would have been Gerald Summers.

Q What was his job?

A He was the day shift. Xnuesbewmxldbe
Just the day shift A and P supervisor, -

Q Did the day shift generally have more :
authority than the other shifts with regard to making

- dedsions about maintenance on alrcraft?

- . A Correct. 1think everybody feels that way,
Q In your career up till this — strike that.
In your career up till September 30th,
1997, on how many occasions had you observed one lead
mechanic changing the planned action of another lead

THE WITNESS No, sir, 1 dont. . 20 mechanic?
Q MR. READ; Okay. Ish eorrect, : P3| A I would have no, no idea ofhow many times
Mr. Minnette, that there was some pressure to get this 22 k would be changed.
plane out of Hangar 6 on Sep'bember 30th because t was 23 Q Do you have any memory that that had ever
Iete? 24 happened before September 30th, 19977
- A Tdon't~ ﬁnmnwpersona!dde,no,l 25 A Yes, sir. As a lead mechanic angd sheet »
Page 154 Page 156
1 don'twemerewasanypreane. Idon't= . 1 metal, I changed on occasion.
2 Q Were you aware that this plane was behind 2 Q You changed what another lead had put down
3 schedule? - ‘'3 asthe planned action? -
4 A!d\lnkmostofowplanecwereamndﬂnt 4 ‘A-Yes, sir, I believeso. -
5 time. 5. -Q And you did that when you were woﬂdng asa
6 Q Okay. -6 sheet metal mechanic? -
4 Wholsmepersonwhohasoveran 7 A Asalead.
8 responslblrty for assuring that planes proceed on 8 Q Asalead.
g d:eduleforc-dxedcs'l Idon'ttl’:lnkmyquesﬂonwas 9 A Yes. - .- :
10 dear. : 10 - Q When you did that as a lead, did you geta -
1 - In1997, who was the person at the Oaldand 11 supervisor to slgn off on your change?.
12 base who hatl overall responsibility for assuring that 12 A -No, sir, not that I recall.
13 planes went through a C-check on schedule? 13 . = Q When you made that change as a lead, I take
14 A That would have to be, I belleve, the 14 Rt you did that because in your judgment your
15 supervisor or the manager of the Oakland fadllb/ 15 suggested planned action was better than the first
16 - Q Whowasthatin19977? . 16 guy's?
17 A Ikmw!ﬂmsoweﬂandlan’tdﬂdcofms 17 A No, sir. ‘lheﬁmesthatld\angedltl
18 name. . 18 changed it because the planned action that was
19 Q Okay.’ . 19 originally there was not ending up as the correct
20 - Mr. Fitzpatrick? 20 planned action for the job that we were doing. And
21 A Yes, perfect. Thank you. 21 thisls sheet metal now. - :
22 Q What'sh!sﬁrstname? » ‘lhereuﬂghtbeanenbymatnysmmve
23 A At 23 corrosion. And that was the planned action. Well,
24 Q Ishestillemplcyedb_yAlaska? i 24 when It was done and they went out and started
25 A To the best of your knowledge, yes, he Is. 25 removing corrosion, it turned in to be a lot more than
Page 155 Page 157
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that. So you had to go and do parts replacement and
so forth. So it would be changed to accomplish a
certain repalr. -

Q Okay.

When you worked as a Iead, how qu!ddy
could you find out if parts were avallable that you
needed for a given job?

MR. RUSHING: Objection. It's overly :
broad. Indefinite as to time. Indefinite as to task.

THE WITNESS: It could vary. " It, you can
go into the computer and find out If the pan'slnl:he
computer ght away. .

Ifitsa partmatnwdshobeordered o
then it maybe one or two days before you found out if
It was available or what.

Q MR. READ: I understand. AndI dzdn‘t
make my question clear. - s :

In order to find cut if the part was
available at the Oakland base you could go Into ﬁne
computer and find that out immediately? -

MR. RUSHING: Duﬂng what ﬁme period,
Greg?

Q MR. READ. When you were worldng asa
fead. .
A Correct.

TR 14 perso hal!yneverseen one.

G:mnftSuwvmm&wnﬁ‘

EOESEY ¥ Nu, it

- participating in’ the redtedc of the end-play, am B

Q' Did you or anyone else, to your knowledge,
po in the computer to see if one was available with
respect to Alrcraft 963 on September 30th?
A That, Idon'tknow. ..
. ldd mtpetsonauy, no, on the nightof
the 30th, no. .
Q Butdid anyone tell you or do you have any
information from any other source that let’s you tell
-us that it s & fact that n6 Jackscrew assembly was -
available that could have been used pn Alrcrpft 963 In
's&p:’ember‘ 1997, not restricting It to the 30th?.,. '
-2+ oy iy ot that T'm aware of. .. 5 .
Q Inany event, you had not seen one?

*+Q ‘Changing subjeds.
When you were an the tall stand -

Q And do you think that was still — strike .

1 1 correct you observed the Jackscrew assembly?
2 " that. oo i . 2 . AYes,si.
3 Was that still true In 1997, that a lead 3 _  Q I'veread your testimony yesterday, and X
4 could find out If the part was available at the _ 4 understand that you sald first It did not look \o you
S5 -Oakland base by merely going to the computer, typing S like it had been recently lubricated. And laterin
6 in the part number and finding out If It was there or 6 the deposition yesterday you said it looked to you
7 notthere? . 7 like it had not been lubricated as much as it's
L A Yes, sir, that still holds true, Whether a & [lubricated today., .
9 lead or mechanic, it doesn't matter. - g Do I have that mentlany correct?
10 Q Do you have any knowledge as you sit here 10 MR. RUSHING: Objecﬂon. Misstates the
11 today as to whether a Jackscrew assembly was present 11 witness' testimony. -
12 atOakland base in 1997 September? 112 THE WITNESS: The Jack - yeah, the
13 MR. RUSHING: Objection. It's been asked - 13 jackscrew, In relation to what I have seen and can
14  and answered. - 14 remember from locking at that Jackscrew, it had
15 . THE WITNESS: ldon‘tbe!ievewehadoneh 15 lubrication on it, but it was not lubricated in the
16 stock, no. , 16 method that we currently lube. Andltappearedtome
17 . Q@ MR. READ: Do you base that beuuse 17 - that k hadn't been recently lubricated.
18 someone tried to find out if one was ﬁlere with regard 18 MR. READ: Okay.
19 to this job? 1S ‘THE WITNESS: Is what, Ismy ~
20 A Uh, that I.don't recall If there wasa 20. Q MR. READ: So both of those statements are
21 parts order or anything on this job. 21 true? Thatls, i did not look to you like it had
22 - Q Tunderstand. . 22 been recently lubricated; correct?
3 Howlsitthatyou came to bel‘ieve that 23 A Correct.
24 there was no jackscrew assembly avallable at the 24 Q And In addition to that it did not look =0
25 Oakland base on September 30th, 19977 25 you like whenever Rt had been lubricated it was
Page 159 Page 161
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1 lubricated In the same manner as you lubﬁcate mdaw 1 thatentry?
2 ‘A Thét's corvect. 2 A Yes, sir,
3 Q What color was the grease? 3 Q You knew he was an Inspec!:or?
4 A Tdon't remember. 4 A Yes, sir. .
S I remember that the Jackscrew itself, on S Q He's of equal, sort of, rankwit.h you?
6  the screw Itself appeared that it, to me, to be one - 6 A At the same time, yes, sir. He has me by
7 matlseeeverynlghthmehangardgm:faerlt : 7 seniority.
8 comes In off of usage. 8 Q Hadvouever,upunhlthatdate,seena
9 Q In other words, it looks like used grease? 9 reading for an end-play check as high as .040?
10 A Used grease; it was dark. Idon't recall 10 A No,sir. .
11 thatthe nut had red or greengrease onit. - u . Q Whenyousawﬂ:atenuyonthenon—rouhne
12 Q Do you have any knowledge from any source | ‘12 card as to the first reading of .040, did you yourself
13 as to whether Mobil 28 grease was still available for 13 make any calculation as to what the wear rate had been
14 use at the Oakland base in September of 19977 14 on this jackscrew assembly?
15 A 1don't remember. And I say that because I 15 A No,sir. ~
16 don't know when the two came In. When they tried to 16 Q Did you have any knowledge as of
17 make their switch-orwhatever it was. I don't recall 17 September 30th, 1997 as to what the expected wear
18 Q Whatis a ho go tool? 18 rate of the jackscrew assembly was?
19 - A AnogotodlIs a gauge that measures = It 19 A No, sir,
20 usually has two dimensions, it's made by & machinist, 20 Q Had you ever taken any classes put on by
‘21" And it's used for determining the limits of an item. 21 Alaska or anybody else concerning wear rates on
22 Whether it be in this case the stops, whichlswhat ~ 22 jackscrew assemblies?
23 the no go gauge was for, wasmmeamﬂ\ednmtslon 23 A No, sir.
24 of where the stops were set. 24 Q Had you ever taken any dasses that )
25 Q Do I understand that durlng the rechedc of 25 concemned the subject of when jackscrew assemblies
Page 162 Page 164
1 the end-play the no go tool was not used? 1 should be replaced because of wear? .
2 A That's correct. -2 A No, sir.
3 Q Whylisthat? 3 Q Did you or anyone else, to your lmowledge,
4 " A Because that portion of the chedc wasn't "4 make any calculations as to when In time after :
5 written up. ‘It was already accomplished and . - 5 September 30th the jadcscrew assembly would be worn
6 apparently valid. And nothing was wrong on L 6 beyond limits?
7 QAreyouawamofanyteeord,wheﬂ:erlt‘s 7 A No, sir. Iknowldidmt. And I'm not
8 In handwriting or printing or computer, any kind of 8 privy if anybody else did or not. .
9 record that would document what kind of grease was 9 Q Did you have any discussion with anybody at
10 utilizedona jadtscrew assembly ln September 1997? 10 any time about the fact that if the Jackscrew assembly-
11 A No, sir. - .-~ “11 wasn't replaced it would be beyond limits in 3 certain
12 Q Inother words, Is the type of grease ever 12 period of time?
13 recorded anywhere that you have lmowledge nbout? 13 A No, sir, not spedifically. o
14 ‘A Not that I'm awareof. * 14 Q How about generally? =
15 Q When you saw -- strike that. - 15 I want to know If you had any discussion
16 ~ When you saw Exhlblt 130on-- let me bad: 16 with anybody In which the subject of, you I:ilow, ifwe
17 upagain. - : 17 don'treplace this thing it's going to be beyond the.
18 Was September 30th the first time: youhad 18 'Kimits before the next end-play check?
19 ever seen this non-routine card marked as Exhibit 130? 19 A That sounds familiar, but —
20 A That'scorrect. © ~ - . 20 " MR, READ: Okay. - -
21 Q When you saw It, I take It you saw the’ 21 ~ THEWITNESS: It does, it sounds familiar-
22 entry that the first reading had been .040? 22 Q MR. READ: All right.
23 A That's correct.’ 23 Did you have that discussion with
24 Q Were you aware because of the handwﬁting 24 Mr. Hensel and Mr. Azbell when they came to you to,
25 orbecause of the signature that Mr. Bautista had made 25 and told you they were upset about the fact that their
Page 163 Page 165
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1 recheck had been required? 1 have no idea what the wear rate ks,
2 A That sounds familiar. 2 Q As opposed to it might be? Is thatwhat
3 MR. RUSHING: Let me object to the form of 3 youmean? )
4 that last question. Because it misstates the witness’ 4 A Correct,
5 testimony and assumes facts not in evidence. S Q. .When that discussion mk place, did
6 MR. READ: T'lirephrase it. 6 ‘anybody seek to determine more information about how
7 * MR. RUSHING 1 would appredate Y lf you -7 fast these Jackscrew assemblies wear?
8 would. 8 A Not to my knowledge, no. .
g ‘Q MR. READ Do you believe, now that you 9 . .Q Didanybody go, to your lmowledge, tothe .
10 think about it, that you had such a discussion with 10 maintenance manual to determine Iif the lnaln!:enance
11 Mr,Azbell and Mr. Hensel when they came to you to 11 manual had information about the wear rates? .
12 - report that they had some concern with the fact that 12 . A Iberevewedmedredmemaintenanoemnual
13 three days had elapsed before this recheck had been 13 - and that pretty much was verbatim what our card had;
14 requested? ’ 14  which was doing the check.
15 A Readthatquestionbadcmemoreﬂme. 15 - Andthats~- Idon'trecanﬂuatﬁ\ey—
16 Q Sure. - 16 rmsuresozmbodywenthmem. Idon't recall that
17 - As you think about It now, do you believe 17 Ipersonallydid. =~
18 that you had some discussion with Mr, Azbell and 18 Q Afterthe leddent. Mr, ﬂinnette. andas
19 Mr, Hensel about the fact that this Jackscrew assembly 19 you thought about what had happened in September of
20 may be beyond limits prior to the next end-play check? 20 1997, were you concermned with the fact that there had
21 A It sounds familiar, but I can't verify that 21 been this discussion that this Jackscrew assembly may
22 1had that with them. Or that I did that. ' 22 be beyond limits before the next end-play check?
23 Q Well -~ 23 - Is that something, Is that part of what's
24 A ButImean, the statement you're maklng 24 bothered you since then?
25 does sound famiiar to me. 25 - MR RUSHING: a:jediounuistamthe
Page 166 age 168
Q I'm sure you can appreciate thatthislsa 1 witness' testimony. It's argumentative. Lacks.
very important — 2 foundation. ¢
: A ldo. 3 THE WITNESS: No, sir. . .
Q -~ question. And I know that you know that 4 Q MR. READ: After the acddent occured,
you're under oath, and so I just want you todo the 5 did you have any discussion at any time with :
best you can, Mr. Minnette, to tell us what you remll 6 Mr. Hensel or Mr. Azbell about the discussion you and
about that conversation. 7 Ihave just been talking about? .
A 1canrecall that ~ baslcaﬂyﬂ\atplnse. 8 . A We discussed a lot of things. Ican'tbe
And I can't really pinpoint what all was sald.” 9 factual and say we did. IdonY, Idon'_ttecan
v Imeanit—andI can understand it, 10 anything spedific to that, no, personally.
because something was said there. It's familiar. 11 Q At any time up unti today?
Q Allright. 12 - A No. .
So -~ I don't want to put words In your 13 Q Where one of you said to the other, don't

mzumussa:sm:m;:s»«uaa¢u-

mouth. 7
A 1 understand that. :
Q Ijust wantto know: are you relaﬂvely

- certaln as you sit here today that you had some

discussions with somebody on the subject of the fact
that this jackscrew assembly would be beyond limits
sometime prior to the next end-play check?

A ldon't know If It was spedified - that's
where - where I'm, where I don't ~ I remember L
something about that, but I don't remember asfares |
saying that it would be beyond limits or that the .
discussion sald it would be beyond lmits. Because I

Page 167

you remember, Ron, that we had that discussion?
A No. No. No. -
Q Allright. . ’
Had you ever seen a jacksu-ew asembly
prior to September 30th that had as much wear as .033?
... A No.
Q What's the hlyhst end-play that you recall
prior to September 30th? !
A 1don*t recall exact numbers. Butlwwld
have to say & was not over 20 thousandths. Rt was
less than that.
Q So w‘hen you saw Mr. aautista‘s read‘ng of

Page 169
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1 .040, and you participated in the check and got .033, 1 discussions with Mr. Leotine ~—
2 did the fact that that was almost double the highest 2 A No, sir.
3 youhad ever seen give you any concem? 3 Q -- concerning this end-play check?
4 A Iguessnotatthe imethatlcan—1 4 A No, sir, not that 'm aware of.
5 mean, I was convinced our reading was comrect. And it 5 Q In your experience, did Alaska Alrlines
6 was withinfimits. ‘And to what extent I knew of, what * 6 normally lubricate a part that had been scheduled for
7 my knowledge ofmejadcscrew wasatthathme,mat 7 replacement?
8 was satisfactory. ' 8 MR. RUSHING: I know, Greg,youdidn‘task
9 Q Okay, - ’ 9 this question, but it has been asked and it has been
10 And!tmnk-justtobedear-after 10 answered. Overly broad. "Lacks foundation.
11 yougot your reading of .033, am I right that other 11 Go ahead and answer it..
12 than Mr. Hensel and Mr. Azbell, you didn’t have any 12 THE WITNESS: Repeat the question.
13 discussions with anybody else at your level or above 13 Q MR. READ: In your experience, did the
14 - on this whole subject of the end-play check? 14 Oakiand base normally lubricate a part that was
15 ‘MR, TOPEL: No 1 thought he just told us - 15 scheduled for replaoement? -
16 he tatked to Bautista.” - 16 A 1don't know.
‘17 THE WITNESS: Ididhaveoneﬂm-— - 17 Q Hadyoumrseenmatdonebefore?
18 MR. RUSHING: Object.’ 18 A No, sir. .
19 MR. READ: I'm going to rephrase. rm 19 Q Do you consider that unusual?
20 wrong. Il startover, . 20 -MR. RUSHING:  Objection. Overty broad.
2 Q MR. READ: Do you reall any more than 21 Lacks foundation. :
~22 'what you have told us already about what you and 22 . THE WITNESS: I, I don't know if I would
23 Mr, Bautista discussed? - 23 consider It unusual or not. Ireally. I'd—
24 ‘A No, sir. 24 Q MR. READ: Did you know when you -
1-25 . - - Q Did Mr. Bautista express to you any concern 25 participated In the end-play recheck that the part had
Page 170 Page 172
1 with the fact that you and Mr. Hensel and Mr. Azbell 1 been lubricated since the first check? -
2 had gotten a different reading than he had got? - 2 A No,sir.
3 A No, other than a possible ~ no, I don't 3 Q Do you have any knowledge as to whether
4 even wanted to conjecture on that because I'm not 4  lubrication can affed the readings on an end-play
5 positive. - o BRI 5 check? -
6 Q Do you think that your discussion about the 6 A Not at that ime I did not. Since thenl
7 fact that the Jackscrew sssembly may be beyond limits 7 have heard that it does. But I don't recall that I've
8 before the next check occurred with Mr. Bauﬁsh? 8 ever been Involved In one where It did.
9 A No, sir. _ 9 MR. READ: "Okay. Thanks.
10 Q Okay. ’ 10 MR. RUSHING: Do we have any sﬁmate
11 Other than Mr. Bautista, did you have any 11 before we continue? -
12 discusslons with anybody above you? 12 MR. TOPEL: Half an hour.
13 A Yes. Ibelleve I'stated I talked with 13 MR. RUSHING: Here's the question. We have
14 Manny Diaz. ‘And that was after Mr, Bautistal - 14 two minutes until 12, and the case management order
15 belleve. The same day. Ijust covered that this 15 says we usually stop at 12.
16 moming. : ‘ . : 16 MR. TOPEL: I'm willing to go on. I think
17 Q Ithought Mr. Diaz was a Jead mechanic. 17 1t would really be very Inconvenlent for the withess
18 ‘A No, Mr. Diaz Is a supervisor. He's elways 18 to have him come back here at some point in the
19 been a supervisor since I have known him, I believe. 19  future. - :
20 Q What did Mr. Diaz say? 20 MR. RUSHING: I couldn't agree more, except
21 A He took the information I conveyed to him 21 that if you have a half hour and Mr. Boyle has some
22 and they went to the meeting room. To the best of my 22 time and there Is maybe some other redirect
23 knowledge that was I think probably the last Lever . 23 examination, then I'm not sure how much longer it's
24 heard about it up until the accident. 24 goingtogo.
25 Q Am I correct that you, yourself, had no 25 MR, BOYLE: Us hogether will be a half an
Page 171 Page 173
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1 hour, T T en-play eheck. ‘Do you see thatsir?

2 MR. RUSHING: lamywdon‘thave b2 A Yesosin s

3 anything further, Steve? . : 3 Q Asfarasyou‘reaware,matamefmm the

4 MR. FRANKEL: Not at this time ' 4 maintenance manual; isn't that right? -

5 MR. RUSHING: Let's see how It goes. 5 A Yes, sir. :

6 . MR. TOPEL: Ireailymlnkweshoddtyho 6° Q Now!wantyoutolooklnﬂwererrstat

7 ocomplete this rather than reschedule it. - | 7 the,briefly look through it, and does it anywherein s

8 MR. RUSHING: Lets go ahead See how It ' '{ 8 theresay atthis time that this test, the end-play ~

9 goes. 9 test, should be done before the part ks lubricated?

10 o ' 110 Is there any advisemefit to you peopleat . -

1 EXAMINATION - o ' -7 | 11 Alaska Alrimes that this test should be done before j
Iubrkzﬁon? A : = S~

12 o o '12

13 BYMR.TOPEL: . . - “

14 Q Mynamels Marc Tope!. We met the other

15 day, but let me formerly introduce myself. o

16 I represent the family of a passenger who =

17 died on the aircraft. And coliectively, Mr. Boyle and -

18 Irepresent all of the famllies of people who died on -

19 the aircraft who are still Involved in this lawsuiton A

20 behalf of what's called the Plaintiffs Steering -~ | 20 Q ) al r -
commiu:ee. That's who we are. . 21 from Just th& TSt nsWer you gave Mr. Read is that

: 22 . the reason for that Is'thit lubrication can. aﬂ‘ect the

21

22 A Okay. '

23 Q You have told us that slnce the crash the: ‘| 23 reading-onthe end-plav check?
24 24 - A '1believeso, Yyes. ..
25

methods for testing the end-play on the jadcscnmgs ..'- Y
have changed in a number of ways; that's correct, 5 . Q.And of course thls rute of the road ln

Pagc 174 | - : Pagc 176
i —
1 Itnotsir? ) o - 4 1 _doing end-play checks did not exist, as far as you :
2 A Yes, sir. ' ' ’ | 2 knew,backin 2997; isn't that correct? . ‘
3 . Q Now, therels g, basically in your ' 3 A That's coirect. : ~
4 experience at Alaska when you:do & test such as an 4 . Q And based on what you know, Boeing had not B
S end-play check, you are doing that lcoording m a hsk ) 5§ directed Alaska or McDonnell Douglas/Boeing had not
6 card; isn't that right, slr? . . : 6 directed Alaska, do this check before you lube; Isn't ;
7 A Correct. : ) S © | 7 thatright? -
8 Q And the taskard,asfarasyou lmow, 8: . MR.FRANKEL: Objedion Notoundaﬁon
9 comes from the maintenance manual, lsn‘t that con'ect? 9 Calis for speculation.
10 A That's correct. 10 MR. TOPEL: You can answer the quesuon.
11 - Q And the maintenance manual Is I document . 11 ~THE WITNESS: Repeat the question please. ~
12 that's provided by the manufacturer of the plane or 12 Q MR. TOPEL: Asfaras you know back in
13 the part; isn't that correct? L 13 September of 1957 - And I'll slow down because we are
14 - A Comect, - i '. S a 14 trying to pet out of here and I have a tendency to go
15 Q Orboth? . : : | 15 quickly, so X am going to slow down. et
16 ~ A Orboth. ' e ; ] s Back In September-October 1997, at the time E
17 Q Right, sir, : : 17 this, the tests, the end-play tests that we have been oo
18 . Inthatcase, that would be McDonnell RS -1 18 talking about were golng on, as far as you know, '
19 Douglas and/Boeing; ksn't that right? o 19 Boelng had not Instructed Alaska to only do these bt
20 A Correct. | 20 tests.
21 Q Would you open tn 126, whlch Is the task . 21 Let me ask the qusﬁon aga!n.
2 - ' - 22 . (Off-the-record Discussion held)
23 A (Comp!ylng) L S 23 .Q MR. TOPEL: In September-October 1997, as -
24 Q Thank you. _ ) 24 far as you're aware, there was no directive from
25 That was followed back in 1997 for thts 25 Boeing to Alaska that end-play checks should only be
Page 175 , . Page 177 —~
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1 done before lubrication occurred? 1 This Is a task cashed for lubrication of
2 MR. FRANKEL: Objection. Calls for 2 elevator tabs and horizontal stabilizer; §s it not?
3 speculation. No foundation. - 3 A Yes, sir.
4 Q MR. TOPEL: You can answer, sir. - 4 Q Iwantyoutogo down to the bottom. Our
5 ‘A That's comect.: T have no way of knowing. ] 5 copylsalituebitmtoff,butwecertalnlyeen
6 Q And the tasking procedure as an Inspector ‘6 makeoutwhatitls.
7 atthe time, your Job was to make sure, for instance, . 7 It has "all maintenance Impection ltems
8 - on an end-play procedure, that end-play test, that the 8 and there is a word, you only see halfof it. X
9 procedures set forth either In the task card or the 9 believe It's "completed.” Signed by somebody and
10 maintenance manual were followed, lsn't that right? 10 - dated 9/28/97.
11 A Yes,sin : ) 11 Do you see that?
12 Q And you did your best to make sure they 12 A Yes, sir, that's commect.
13 were followed; isn't that right? ) 13 Q Do you happen to reeognlze who signed off -
147 7 A That's comrect.” o ' 14 onthat? -
15 Q But you yourself aren't the person who 15 ‘Do you reoognlze Ihat s!gnature?
16 termed what those steps should be, Isn't that correct? 16 A It appears to be Jeff Goldbeck.
17 ‘A That's commect. = - 17 Q Who's Mr. Jeff Goldbeck?
18 Q And if In fact those steps were Inadequate 18 A He was a production contro! individual at
19 to get a valid result, that wouldn't be something you 19 thetime. = .
20 would be aware of; Isn't that coirect? 20 Q It's production oontrol's Job, ks itnot,
21 MR. FRANKEL: -Objection. Calls for 21 to make sure that when they sign off at the bottom of
22 speculation. It's vague, it's ambigums. lmproper 22 these task cards It Indicates that the tasks have been
23  hypothetical. 4 23 done; Isn't that right?
24 Q 'MR. TOPEL: You can answer T 24 MR. RUSHING: . Objection. *
25 A That's correct. - . - 25 “THE WITNESS:" To the best of my knowledge,
Page 178 Page 180
1 Q So, for Instance, if you followed == If you 1 It indicates that the paperwork has been finished and
2 - bad this nice 15-step testing procedure here and it 2 Iscomplete.’ Lt SR
3 brought you to a restlt, but because of Inherent flaws 3 I don't believe they are signing off that
4 In the procedure that resuit was not correct, you 4 the job itself, that they are verifying that this job
5 would have no way of knowing that; would you? 5 has been completed. That's, the mechan!c vesified
6 < MR, FRANKEL: ' Objection. No foundahon : 6 that when he signed it. :
7 . Calls for speculation. ‘It's argumentative. : 7. . Q@ MR.TOPEL: Butlt says “all maintenance
'8 THE wrmEss I would assume that m be ‘8 Insped:ion items completed.” :
9 true. ] 9 If the word "completed” Is what X think it
10 Q MR. TOPEI.' AII right, s!r. i : ‘t 10 Iisright there. It doesn't say paperwork completed.
11 ‘Now, fet's go back tothe issueof - 11 It says “all maintenance and lnspechon tems
12 lubrication. . : - 12 completed;" doesktnot? -
13 Youﬁrst-you observed your test on the 13 A Yes, sir, that's what &t says.
14 second end-play check on the 30th of September- Isn't | 14 Q And lubricationisa malnhenanoe item;
15 thatright? - 15 isn'tit? .
16 A Correct. , 16 A Yes, sir.
17 Q I want you to look at Exhlbrt 122. o 17 Q SoamI mlsreading it when I read this to
18 A (Complying) - 77 | 18 saythatby the 28th of September this part had been
19 Q You testified yesterday and this mom!ng il 19 lubricated?
20 that you observed this and it didn't uppear t.hat there 20 A Yes, that's when the card was dearedon -
21 had been a recent lubrication. 21 the 26th. And the fact that It was marked as
2 Do you see that? ' 22 completed would tell me that the Individua! that
23 Doyourememberﬂ:attechmony? 23 signed it off had lubricated it. And T would assume
24 A Yes, sir. - 24 by looking at this that was the 28th, yes.
25 Q Take a look at 122, 25 Q Yes, sir. And that was two days before you
Page 179 Page 181
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first saw this part; Isn't that right?

Q Do you know whether or not —

1 1
2 A That's correct.- 2 THE REPORTER: I didn't get the end.
3 Q And also If you would Iook at Exhlbit 130, 3 A Mid-range of torque.
4 that indicates that the first end-play check, the one 4 Q MR.TOPEL: Do you know whether that was
5 done by Inspector Bautista and mechanic Balabat 5 done on your second check? Do you remember that?
6 occurred onthe 27th; Isntthatright? - . .. 6" A'romebestofnw- _
7 Alwouldasmxemat‘stmeasmemswas 27 - MR, FRANKEL: Askedandamwered.
8 wrmmonthem 8 + THE WITNESS: Tomebestofmylmowledge,
9 QAndﬂleMIGwouldn'thavebeenwrm:en . 9;-iltwassetatz75bd|pounds.
10 before the check? The MIG had to be wﬂtten after ﬂne 10 . Q MR.TOPEL: Allright. .
11 check, isn'tthat — . 11 In any event, thatisno Ionger the case,
12 A Yes, sir. 12 skt ‘
13 -~ Q Okay.- 13 A No, str. =
14 And once agaln, as far as you‘re lware, 14 Q Right now you don't have any discreﬁon
15 there had been no advisory from the Boeing Companyor | 15 aboutit?.. . .
16 the McDonnell Douglas Company that If you lubed - 16 A No, sir. -
17 between tests or if you lubed before an end-play test 17 Q Doyou know why It was written to give a
18 thatit could affect the results? 18 discretion? . -
19 MR. FRANKEL: Objection. No foundation. , 19 . MR. FRANKEL: Objecﬁon. No foundaﬁon
20 CQCalls for specudation. . - . 20 Calls for speculation. . - -.
21 Q MR..TOPEL: mat'scorrect.lsnct,sir? ) 21 THE WITNESS:: No,sir,lhavemidea
22 _ A That's correct. : 22 Q MR. TOPEL: Doesn't it =~ wouldn't it
23 Q Let'sgoto another change. c a 23 appear that -- well, strike that.
24 That Is the change that had to do with the ) 24 In any event, there were other changes
25 taking out any discretion that had to do with torque. 25 after the crash; isn't that correct? :
Page 182 Page 184
1. The amount of torque; Inch pressure put on the 1 A Yes, sir, .
2 torquing wrench to put pressure to test end-p!ay 2 . Q-Youtalked abouta restralnlng tool that
3 ‘A Yes, sir. - - -3 :-allowed you to see the ends of the threads?
4 . Q Allright. - 4 . A Comect.. .
5 - ..Thatdiscretion exlsted, did Itnot, back 3 Q Does that, make any sense? - .
6 hSeptemberofl.an ‘ 6 .ACorrect. That's & Douglas part, yes.
7. -AYes.i: - : 7 Thatsa Douglas restraining fixture I believe.
8 Q And we lmow lt e:dsted because we have the . 8 Q And that Douglas restraining fixture, when -
9 , task card? ‘Go back to 126. E o 9 was the first time you saw that fixture?
10 - A Comect. - 10 A Toouldntputadateonit. .
11 - Q Andasfaras you re aware, that was the 11 Q Was It before or after the crash?
12 proeedures that were set out in the malntenance L 12 A It was before I did this check. -
13 manual; Isn't that correct? . 13 - MR, RUSHING: Referting to Exh!btt 130?
14 . A Thatscorrect = . 14 - . THE WITNESS: Referring yeah - before the
15 Q So that the manufach.lrer ls tening you, 15 30th. Before we did that check, I had seen that toot
16 Alaska Airfines, that you don't have to necessarily 16 before. ]
17 use the same amount of torque pressure to do the test | 17 Q.MR. TOPEL: Was that the restraining
18 from one time to enother; Isn't that correct? 1 18 fixture that was used during your test; if you
19 MR. FRANKEL: Objed:on No foundaﬁon 19 remember? .- .
20 Calls for speadation. 20 . MR. RUSHING' Objectlon Asked and
21 Q MR. TOPEL: Youcan answer. L 21 answered.
22 A The way I personally understand frommy_ 22 THE WITNESS: Yes, sir.
23 treining was that when you're given a torque imit you 23 Q MR. TOPEL: Has there been a change In
24 go halfway in between the torque and lhat's whatyou 24 that fixture since the crash?
25 tse.'l‘hat'sastandardpromdwe. G 25 A No, sir,
Page 183 Page 185
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1 1 think we've got four or five of them. i A To the best of my knowledge, yes sir.
2 And I believe they are all the same fixture now. 2 Q Now, It's obvious, is it not, you'reaware
3 Q Was there ever a fixture that didn't allow 3 from inspecting Jackscrews that they wear with flight
4 youto see the end-play threads -- I mean the threads? 4 of the airplane?
5 A Yes, s, ' v 5 A Yes, sir.
6 Q When was that used? ‘6 Q It'snot somethlng that s the longer the
7 A It was - I can't recall specific months, 7 plane flies the more wear yot're golng to geton that
8 It was after the crash. We only had one and we had so 8 part; Isn't that correct?
9 manyhodo We had one fixture that T recall. And 9 A That's true,
10 -there were so manytodo. : 10 Q Andvouweredolngac-d\ed(onanacmre
11 Then I don't know If it was perhaps ln . 11 elrplane. This alrplane was goling back into service;
12 between'a time when we went from one to more. There 12 wasitnot?
13 was some other fixtures made. And they did not have 13 A Correct.
14 the visible threads. And I remember one of ‘em we 14 Q Andlif— .
15 had, we got one of them I remember we tumed back 15 What did you understand to be the maximum
16 "~ bécaise the threads were too short. i 16 allowable end-play limit at this time? :
17 -Q Turned back tc whom? 17 . A Forty thousandths. :
18 A Well, it was turned Into stores as , 18 Q And when you measured the -- you have
19 unusable. Where It went from there, I don't know. 19 elther 40 thousandths or .33.
20 Q Xwant you to go back to 126 to the part 20 It was obvious, was It not, that at some
21 where It says what the allowable limits were. 21 pointin the relatively near future this part was
22 A (Complying) . 22 going to go out of spec; Isn't that sight?
23 Q Thatis "between .003 and .040." 23 ~ MR. RUSHING: Llet me object. The question
24 A Yes, sir. 24 misstates the testimony. I think you sald *.33" and
-l 25 -Q Do you see that step? .1 25 youmeant .033 inches. ;
Page 186 Page 188
. 4 “A Yes. 1 MR. TOPEL: 'l'hal‘soorrect. Thank you,
2 Q 1sthere any Instrul:uon to you about what -2 'Don.
3 youshould do If you find the end-play to be, let's 3 THE WITNESS At some point in ﬁme the
4 say,over 0307 4 partwillwear,yes. -
5 . ANosin ‘5 Q MR. TOPEL: Andyouulsowereaware,wem
6 Q Isthereanylnstmcﬂonastowhatﬂne 6 younotor ~strike that.
7 frequency of subsequent inspections shou!d be if you 7 Do you know whether or not Boe!ng
8 find it at any point above .030? . 8 Corporation at this time was aware of what the
9 A No, i, 9 scheduled, what Alaska's scheduled maintenance or
10 Q Is there any lnstruchcns given, as far as 10 C-check frequency was?
11 you're aware, on that task card first, as to what the, 11 MR. FRANKEL: Objection. No foundation. -
12 what you should do if you find it at .040 in concermn 12 Calls for speastation. '
13 to subsequent inspections for the frequency of 13 MR. TOPEL: I'm asking if he knows.
14 subsequent inspections? - 14 MR. FRANKEL: That's not what your guestion
15 A No, sir, - . 15 was. - :
16 Q I take It, sir, that that's equally true - 16 Q MR. TOPEL: Do you know whether they -
17 you're looking at the task card -- as far as you know, 17 they being Boelng -- were aware of Alaska's practice
18 equally through of the malntenance manual; lsn't that 18 and frequency of checking of doing C-checks on the
19 correct? 19 MD-80 airplanes?
20 A That's correct.’ 20 MR. FRANKEL: Same objection. . Calls for
21 'Q And again, Is It not correct that the o 21 speculation. No foundation.
22  maintenance manual Is a manual that is provided by the | 22 THE WITNESS: I'm - As far as I know,
23 manufacturer of the airplane? : 23  manufacturers and FAA have to buy off on all the
24 MR. FRANKEL: Objection. No foundation 24 pertinent changes to their aircraft.
25 Q MR. TOPEL: If you know. 25 Q MR. TOPEL: When you say they have -
Page 187 Page 189
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1 A Or checks as it should be. Changes is YT s e
2 Incormrect. : 2 EXAMINATION :
3 MR. TOPEL: I'm sorry you have & very low 3 P :
4 ‘voice. And1talk fast. Could you repeat that. 4 BYMR.BOYLE. : et
5 THE WITNESS: As far as I'm aware, anything 5 Q Mr. Minnette, I just have a eouple of .
6 done cutside of the maintenance manual that's written, 6 * follow up questions on the questions that Mr. Tope! 2T
7 . like for ours, Is all approvedbymanufacnnersand 7 justasked you. o , !
8 the FAA as far as I'm aware of. 8 A Yes, sir. . ~—
9 Q MR. TOPEL: Such thingsas frequency - 9 Q Previously, Mr. Balabat testxﬁed that
10: A To the best of my knowledge.. | . 10 Boeing and McDonnell Douglas‘conducted some vendor K
11 - Q- -- frequency of inspections, et cebera, et 11 tralnlng COUISES. - .. =it sy SPQUEd A8 0 rie <00 oy o o
12 eehera? 2 " Are you aware af tbeSe vendpr!ra!n!ny ey —
13 A Correct, i 13'eourses? e o
14 Iflmay,lhmnfrequendshavednanged I A No, slr.
15 over periods of ime on these checks. - - 15 -

16 Q Do you know how many hours, do you happen 16 .
17 to know how many hours, flight hours, this particular .17 ..

18 963 had at the time of this c-eheck? - 1.18 _ y d ¢

19 A No, sir, I don't. -t 0119 A Ibelievel!wewatsome. Butldon‘t
20 Q Do you happen to know, based on your o 20 remn acac&ywhét the amm.'

21 experience with Alaska Alrlines, what the average. . | 21 knowr there was o,

22 monthly flight hours were or are for MD-80 aimﬁ? ; ’ oourse on rigg!ng slats, :

Q bid youeveurxend?
A No, I have not aftended any

24 " A No. Ithink I believe 1 have looked it up of those. - .
Q Doyou| Imow i BoeinglMcDonnell Dougla

25 before and tried -- We have a general figure, butI

Page 192 o
1 cantrememberwhat thatls, . : ’ 1 eondueted a vendor tralnlng course on running end-play
2 Q Let me go back to one other ospect of the 2 checks? .
3 post-crash. 3 A No,dr,xdontmw . ~
4 Another change that's happened to the 4 Q Soyou never attended a course put on by .
'S .end-play test now involves restraining boththe 5 Boelng or McDhonnell Douglas -- v
€ Jackscrew and the Acme nut; isn't that correct? 6 "~ ANo. - . ‘__‘
7 A That's correct. ‘I believe that is still, I 7 Q InSeptemberoflSS?didyoulmowthatﬂle
8 belleve the restraint on the mut is stil there. Tm - . - 8 pldcement of the dial Indicator could affect the, _—
9 not positive on that. - ‘ 9 redults of an end-play checd? - . L
10 Q Butthatls dnfferent than the proeedure o 10 A 1don't recall spedifically in telaﬂonship
11 before the crash; s knot? ; 11 - to September. That's the hard part ks trying to =
12 It's a change? - ' o ' 12 -tﬁfferenuatewhathehaveleameddnoe,whatlmew o
13 A Yes, that's correct. : 1 13 before, : , b
14 - .Q Do you know who, as between Alaska alrcraft 14 Q Do you lmow that now? u
15 and Boeing Company, mandated that change? 15 A Well, I know that the placement of lt can
16 A No,sir. ! . 16 affectt. 1know if you allow & to shift from side
17 Q Asto any of the ehangec that have happened 17 to side, it will change; i you just allow a slight
18 post-crash, do you know as between Boeing and Alaska | 18 - shiftinit. It has to be quite rigid in order to get _‘
19 who it was that mandated those ehanges? : 19 the proper setting.
20 A No, sir. . 20 Q Okay. With reference to Exhibit 126, which )
21 MR. TOPEL: That's all the questions 1. o 21 s the task card, anywhere on that task card does it o
22 have. Thank you. : 22 wam you that the placement of the dial indicator can —
23 MR. RUSHING Anythlng further fmm anybody ' 23 affectthe results of the end-play check?
24 briefly? 1 24 A No, sir.
25 - MR.TOPEL: Mr. Boylesayshehasaeoup!e. h 25 Q Wouldyoulikeholmowmat? : )
Page 191 Page 193 —
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1 MR. FRANKEL: Objection, Calls for 1 youinspected on September 30th, with any restralning
2 - speculation. - No foundation. : ‘ 2 tools that were in Alaska's possession after the -
3- . . THE WITNESS; Yes,ywwoddwanttoh:ow 3 oash? _ .
4 R Butldon‘t, at this particular ime I don't know 4 Did you ever take the one that was there
5 . that I didn't already know R, you know, if you § back kn September of '97 and compare it to one that
6 understand what I'm saying. - 6 looked like the same tool after the crash?
7 Q MR. BOYLE: I do. 7 A No, sir, I've never compared them.
8 . - But you were not formany informed of that? 8  Q Youdon'tknow as you sit here today
$ Youmight have ﬁgured that out on your own; correct? 9 whether the restraining tool that had the threads
10 A Correct. 10 visible back in September of 1997 was the same tool
1 Q .And This Is my last little line of 11 that you described that you're using today to do
12 questioning.. . . 12 end-play checks?
13 In September of 1997 were you aware that b k I MR, RUSHING: Objedion. Vague. Misstates
14 the presence of contaminants or shavings in the gimbal 14 the witness’ testimony. .
15 nut could affect the results of the end-play check? 15 Q-MR. FRANKEL: Isthat right? :
16 A No, sir, I was not aware that that was an 16 A 1belleve 1 stated that I think that tool
17 applicable item at that time. 17 is still there. Although I don't know the serial
18 Q Are you aware of that today? .18 number that's on R, so.l couldn't verify it. -
19 A Yes. 19 Q If you look at Exhibit 126, Is the serial
20 Q Again referring to Exhibit 126, does It say 20 number of that restraining fixture reflected under
21 anywhere on that document that the presence of such 21 “materials and tools” on Exhibit 1267
22 contaminants can affect the end-play check? 2 A No, sir
23 A No, sir. 23 Q What ls that the number that's reflected -
24 Q Again, would you have liked to know that? 24 there?
25 A Yes, sir. : 25 A At the top of the page, that's the Alaska
Page 194 Page 196
1 Q With respect to all of the changes that you 1 part number and the Douglas part number 1 believe.
2 and Mr. Topel were talking about, would it have been 2 -Q Okay.
3  helpful to you in September of 1997 if you knew that 3 . And In order to know whether ornot the
4 information? 4 restnlnlng fixture that was used to perform this
5 MR. FRANKEL: Objection. Calls for 5. end-play check, the second end-play check that you
6 speculation. No foundation. 6 participated In, there Is a separate serlal number on
7 MR. RUSHING: Also compound. Go ahead. 7 thatpart? |
"B THE WITNESS: Looking at the differencein 8 A Yes. 1believe they are serialized. |
9 the checks, lwou!dhavetosayyesﬁanwhatwedo : ] Q Buttherewasonlyonelnﬂaehlaska
10 currently to what was then. . 10 fadility at that time?
1 MR. BOYLE: That's alt I have, Thanks. 11 A'l'othebestofmyluwwledge,yes.
12 MR. FRANKEL:-. I have a few more qustiors. 12 Q Is there a record kept anywhere of what
13 13 thatserial number was? |
14 EXAMINATION 14 A Idontknow. ]
15 S 15 Q So you don't know how we could find out
16 Q MR. FRANKEL: Mr. Minnette, with respect 16 what the serial number was of the restraining fixture
17 to the restraining tool, X want to focus back on the 17 that was used back In September of 1997 to do both
18 one restralning tool that you said was on location In 18 end-play checks in this, on Alrcraft 9637 -
19 the Hangar 6 fadllity of Alaska Alrlines back in the 19 A 1don't know If stores would have that
20 October/September 1997 time period. 20 Information or not.
21 Do you have that in mind? 21 Q Okay.
22 A Yes, sir, 22 . Butyou've never compared the one
23 Q AndIwant you to tell me whether you were 23 restralning fixture that existed back in
" 24 able ever to compare the tool that existed at the time 24 September-October 1997 at the Alaska fadility to any
25 you performed your end-play check, the second one that | 25 other restraining fixture that you now have on site at
Page 195 Page 197
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1 the Alaska facility to determine whether In fact they 1 MR. FRANKEL: Just, are you prepared to
2 are thesame? 2 keep custody of the original transcript and make it
3 MR. RUSHING: Objection. Asked and 3 available to the parties upon reasonable notice?-
4 answered. 4 “ MR. RUSHING: -Right. :
- 5 THE WITNESS: No, sir, I haven't 5 MR. FRANKEL: If 's for some reason not
6 Q MR. FRANKEL: Now, throughout the time 6 ‘avallable, the origina! transcript, we cah stipulate
7 thatyou have been at Alaska Alrlines In your capacity 7 thata certified copy can be used in #ts stead?
8 both as a mechanic, lead mechanic, Inspector and 8 ~ MR.RUSHING: Asifitsa slgned orig]nal?
‘9 - Inspector supervisor, have you éver had any 1 9 “MR. FRANKEL: Yes. -: '~
10 - communications directly with either - verbally ¢ orin 10 MR. RUSHING: Correct.
11 wnriting -- from anyone at Boeing or McDonnell Douglas? 11 1 think that’s the standard stipulation we
12 A No, sir. 12 have been using all the way along.
13 - Q Allthe communications that you receive, ) 13- © . (Endingtime: 12:28p.m.) -
14 whether verbally or In writing In terms of how you 14 y . o S
15 perform your job, came from Alaska A!rll‘nes, lsn't ‘15
16 thatcomect?. . - _ 16
17 A That's correct. - - - -' A . 17
18 Q Intermsof perfom:lng end-play d:edcs and 18
19 Inspecting end-play checks, your directions how to do 19
20 that came from Alaska Altlines; dght? ' 20
21 A That's covect. 217
2 MR. FRANKEL Nomrmerquauons atth!s 22
23 time.- 23
24 MR. RUSHING l.et'sgooﬁtherecord 24
25 Can we use the same stipulations? 25 :
Page 198 Page 200
1 ~MR. FRANKEL: - Same stipulations. 1 STATEOF{__.- S S )
2 MR. RUSHING: Let's go off the record. I R R § : :
3 - THE VIDEOGRAPHER: . This condudes the -3 COUNTYOF{ - o - o i )
4 - session In the deposition of Michae! Minnette, day - 4 co
-5 two,onme1z,2002. Weareoffmereoordatlzzs g
7 MR. FRANKEL: Wlthtesped:wlhls 7 - "I, the undersigned, dedare under penalty
8 transcript, I would be prepared to stipulate that the 8 of perjury that I have read the foregoing transcript,
9 -colnt reporter be relieved of her obligations under | 9 "and I have made any corrections, additions, or -
10 the federal rules; that the original be sentto: -~ - 10 deletions that I was desirous.of making; that the
11 Mr. Rushing and that Mr. Rushing make amangements 11 foregoing Is a true and correct transcript of my
12 - with the withess to sign it under penalty of perjury, 12 testimony-contained therein. -~ :
13  with the requirement of any notary being walved. 13 Executed this day of ., 2002,
14 MR. RUSHING: 1hat's fine, 45 days from _ 14 at S
15 first be!ng recelved? - 15
16 ‘MR, FRANKEL: ‘How about 30? 16 -
17 ‘MR, RUSHING Thirty ls probabry qolng to g ‘
18 do. -
19 MR.FRANKB.. You’llmalntatnwstodyof 19 S LR
20 the original transcript and notify us within 30 days 20 MICHAEL MINNETTE
21  whether there have been any changes to any of the ! 21 ' SR
22 testimony Mr. Minnette's given to us, And if we are 22
23  not so notified we'll assume that I's been reviewed 23 :
24  and no changes havebeen made. : : ‘24
25 . MR.RUSHING: That'sfine. - , - 25
Page 199 Page 201
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STATE OF CALIFORNIA )

COUNTY OF SAN FRANCISCO )

I, JAN W. SERRA, CSR No. 8207, Certified
Shorthand Reporter, certify:

That the foregoing prooeedingsweretaken
before me at the time and place therein set forth, at
which time the witness was put under oath by me;

That the testimony of the witness and a1l
objections made at the time of the examination were
recorded stenographlcally by me and were thereafter
transcribed; .

Thatmeforegoingisah'ueandwnect
transcript of my shorthand notes so taken.

I further certify that I am not a relative
or employee of any attomey or of any of the parties,
nor finandally Interested in the action.

1 dedare under the penalty of perjury
under the laws of the State of California that the
foregoing Is true and correct.

Dated this July 20, 2002.

Certified Shorthand Reporter
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REPORTER'S CERTIFICATION OF CERTIFIED COPY

I, JAN W. SERRA, CSR No. 8207, Certified
Shorthand Reporter in the state of California certify
that the foregolng pages 77 through 202 constitute a
true and correct copy of the original
Volume II, of MICHAEL MINNETTE, taken on July 12,
2002.

1 dedare under penalty of perjury under
the laws of the state of California that the foregoing
Is true and correct. -

Dated this July 20, 2002,

JAN W. SERRA, C.S.R. No. 8207
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