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1 THE WDEOCWWER: Thls begins the vldeo 
2 tape depostttDn of Mldraef Mfnnette taken on behalf 
3 d the defendant the Boelng company and Mdknnell 
4 DouglasCorporatlon. I n t h e m a t t w d I n R e ~  
5 . near Point Mugu on January 31,2000. 

mfs case k m u e d  in the Unlted Sates 
Dtsbict 
MDL docket number Is 00-1343CRB. 

This depasWMI k belng held at 685 
Market Street, In San Frandsco, Califomla on 
h t y  11,2000. me vldeo operaw k M b y  Fortmato 
OB PES Wdeo S e a ,  main office h Fresno, 
California. The oourt reporter Is Jan Serra d 
Atkim-Baker cowt Reporterz located h Glendale, 
Calfornta. We are golng on the record at 
approjdmately 3 3 1  p.m. 

WUI counsel please state their appearances 
fortherecord. 

MR FRANKR: Steve Frankel on behalf d 
defendants the Boelng Company and McDonnell Douglas 
corporation. 

MR HLlLlQMS: Michael Huftqlrlst on behaff 
of the Boeing Company and Md)onnell Douglas 
Corporation. 

MR BWLE: Kevln Boyle on behatfof 

Fsorthern Mstrtct OT CalifomIa. The 
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Mrkrrs @&dm 8nd the ndntifis' SkedIlg 
CommRtee. 

OnbehalfOfN*NrEnes. 

Equllon. 

Shen on company. 

MRRUSHING: Good~srtemoon. DonRusNng, 

MR HICKEY: -Him, fw 

M S . W  MaryUddy,onkhalfdthe 

THEDEOGWHER: Andwinthecourt 
n-r please swear in the wthess. 

MICliAELMINNETTE, 
havlng first been duG affirmed, was 
txamlned and bestffied asfolfows: 

D(AMINAR0N ' 

BYMRAUNKCL: 

record. 
Q Would you please state your name for the 

A My name k Michael Minnette. 
Q Good afternoon. Mr. Minnette. My name k 

Steve Frankel. I represent the defendants the Boeing 
Company and McDonnell Douglas Corpont3on in this 
litigation arfslng f" the crash of Alaska Nlrines 

P W 7  

Atkinson-Baker, Inc. 

1 Aight62l. 
2 Do you understand this afternoon, sir, that 
3 you are here to piovlde testimony under oath In what's 
4 caned a deposition? 
5 A Yes#*. 
6 Q Have you had your deposition taken beGre? 
7 A No,&. 
8 Q Let me try to go over come bask ground 
9 
10 that we can communlcate cfiectively here this 
11 afkrnoon. 
12 It's Important h connection with 
l3 responding to my qu&-ons as Wen as the questions of 
14 other counsel seated around the table that you nnrwer 
15 each question with a yes or a no or wItb whatever the 
16 question may calf for. And slmply nodding your head 
17 or rharctng your head is  not appropriate. 
18 Do you understand that? 
19 A Yes, sir.. 
20 . Q Wow, In connection with my questions, #at  
21 . any point In time you don't understand a question that 
22 I pose to you or would like it repeated or rephrased, 
23 please ask me to do that and rP be happy or ask the 
24 court reporter to read badr what I asked you. 
25 Wail you do that? 

t0 make Nte that p U  mderttand the procesS and 

Page 8 

1 A Yes,sir. 
2 
3 assume tbat you understood it 
4 b that fain 
5 A Yes, sir. 
6 Q Now, if at any point during the proceedings 
7 here you would like to take a break, please let me 
8 brow and we wilt take a recess and go off the record 
9 LO bng as there Is not a questlon pending to you a t  

10 thetlme. 
11 Do you understand that7 
l2 A Yes. 
l3 Q Now, at the conclusion of these proceedings 
14 the court reporter Mil prepare a transcript of my 
15 questions and your answers as well as  the questions 
16 and answers that may be, the questions that may be 
17 propounded by other counsel seated around the table 
18 and p u r  answers to those questions. 

Do you understand that? 19 
20 A Yes. 
21 Q Do you understand that you'll be given an 
22 oppomnky to redew that transcript sometime in the 
23 tuture? 
24 A Iwam'tawamofthat Butyes,! 
25 undentand. 

Q If you do answer my question I'm going to 

-9  
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, 
opporhmlty b make changes to the answers that you ’ 
give here today in connection with that wiew? 

A Yes,&. 
Q If you make a substantive change In one of 

your answers from changing a yes to a no or othwwise 
changing the substance of your answerr, do you 
underrtand that I, together with the other counsel 
seated around the table here, may be able to comment 
upon that at the t h e  of Mal and the reasons for 
those changes? 

Q Do you understand that you’ll have the 

A Yes,&. 
MR RUSHING Mr. Mimette8 I” going to 

the court report can hearwhatpu’re saytng okay. 
T m m E s s :  okay. 
MRRUWNG IknowKrtmptingbbe 

soft-spken dnce you’re rlght across the table From 
Mr. Frankel, but it3 going to make her life a Iot 
easier IF you add, okay. 

MRRWHENG: Exasethekrterruption. 
Q MR FAA” In  responding to my 

questions and the qudons of other counsel we are 
interested hr petting p u r  personal recollections, 

adr you to keep wvde u p 8  w p u  Mn8 $0 that 

M E m E s s :  okay. 

Page 10 

1 knowledge, not your speculation or guesses. 
2 If in responding to a q d o n  It  would 
3 can for you to spearlate or guess In responding to 
4 the question, would you please LO state In responding 
5 tothequestion? 
6 A Yes,sir. 
7 
8 ~ b o ~ o r s p e c u l a t e ~  
9 THEWIMESS: funderstand 

10 MR RVSMNG I would prefer that you not , 

11 speadate. 
12 Q MRFRANKEL Isthereanyreason, 
13 Mr. Minnette, either because of a medical conditlon, 
14 because you‘re taking medication or for any w o n  
15 that would predude you to provide accurate and 
16 buthM testimony to us thk afternoon thls In this 
17 deposltion? 
18 A N a  
19 Q By whom are you employed Mr. Minnette? 
20 A UaskaAlfiineS. 
21 Q How long have you been employed by Alaska 
22 Wines? 
23 A Since December of 1989, 
24 Q Your current position wlth Alaska Airlines? 
25 ALeadlnspectorgfawyardsNft. 

MR RUSHING Slr, that‘s not an InvItaUon 

Psgc 11 

1 Q How k n g  have you been the lead Inspector 
2 on the graveyard aft? 
3 A SinceMoo. 
4 Q Any particular time in 20007 
5 .  A rmnotpdsithreofthemonth. ~belfeve 
6 kwasAptI. 
7 Q You are stationed at the Oakiand Hangar 6 
8 fadlity of Alaska AirIines? 
9 A Thatka#re& 

10 Q k f s  go backto the time that you wece 
11 hlred by Alaska in December I think you said of Z.989; 
l 2  Isthatright? 
13 ACorrerr 
14 
15 were h h d  for Alaska Alrlines? 
16 A Istartedoutasasheetmetalnrechardc 
17 
18 posltion? 
19 A fhetdthatposftiwrunUl1990. Ibeanne 
20 akadsheelmetalrnechaniconthenrrfngmWt 
21 
22 mechanic posltion? 
23 A UntilIbecameanfnspectw= 
24 Q When was that? 
25 A 1995. 

Q What position did you start out at when you 

Q Approdmately how k n g  did you hold that 

Q How long did you hold the lead sheet metal 

ppsc 12 

1 Q You were an Inspector for Alaska Airlines 
2 for what period of time? 
3 
4 became a lead Inspector In AprIl of, In April of 2000? 
5 A Yes, sir. 
6 Q Have all the posltions that you have held 
7 with Alaska Airlines been at Hangar 6 at the Oakland 
8 ficiliw 
9 A Yes,str. 

10 Q Coufd you describe what you did as far as 
11 employment prior to the time that you jolned 
12 Alaska Alrlines In December of l989? 
u A For approximately two years prior to that, 
14 make M a  year and a half, I wasemployedat 
15 Lodcheed Msdles and Space in Sunnyvale. 
16 Prlor to that for about a year and a %If 
17 to two years1 worked for W d d  Alrwaysaswhat Is now 
18 the Unfted hangar over h Oakland. 
19 AndpriortothatIwaslnCdorado. I 
20 worked for Pioneer AMlnesforapp”tetyone year 
21 from, that would be from ’64& ‘84 till 95, when I 
22 movedouthere. 
23 Q Prior to the posltion that you held wlth 
24 Pioneer Airlines what did you do? 
25 A Foroneyearpriortothatfworkedtw 

Were you an Inspector up until the time you 

P a s  13 
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1 MinlscribeCwpwationinLongmCdorad4asa 
2 khnIdanworktngonharddiskQives. 
3 M-h-i-~W-b-e. 

5 schoolaSMddectronlCtechrJdanandbo@my 
4 Prior tothat Iwas unemplavedgoingto 

6 AandPllcerrse. Thatwashomadd-1982until1 
7 started with pioneer, Wch was the end of%. 
8 Priorto that I was an air trcrfiic 
9 ~ i e r f w b e ~ f ” ~ ~ - t a k e h t  

ii 
12 fadlity? 
13 A ~ ~ , c c # l g m o n L c o l ~ d o .  
14 
15 A Yes,slr. F” l9,hme0f167~ll 
16 Decemberof’73 I was in the Air Fwce a s w  alr 
17 irafficconbolfer. 
18 Q Any other positions that you have held in 
19 coNech‘on Hnth aircraft maintenance that you ham% 
20 prevtoudy desaibed? 
2l A Iworked,Ididwork&omepart-tlmewhne 
22 wlthAlaska. rmnctamntontheyearslbr 
23 part-time for f3yingMkkrpskl Hayward#a,wmll 
24 airwaft h mafntenance. 
25 

10 baa -from OCtDber Or74 w&JI -3d OfS81. 
Q YOU were an air traffic controner a t  what 

Q Have you ever senred In the Anny forces? 

Q You told us that you at some potnt In the 
Page 14 

1 1980’s received an A and P license; is that comct? 
2 A~~ 
3 Q Do you I.ecsn what year you obtained your 
4 license? 
5 A Mylkensekdatedhnuaryof1985. 
6 Q Does It remain In force and effect today? 
7 A Yestsir. 
8 Q Has that ever been revoked or cuspendedt 
9 A No,&. 
10 Q I n  connection wifh the positions that 
11 you’ve described to us that you have held, ivhether It 
12 be an air fraffic conboner position or the positions 
13 that you have heId with the other companies that 
14 you’ve described, did you leave the valious poslbons 
15 that you held voluntarily? 
16 A Yes,&. 
17 Q r take It that your, you were honorably 
18 dxharged f” the Alr Force? 
19 ‘ A C w r e d  
20 Q Ptior to coming to work for U& Mriines 
21 In 1989 In connection with the aircraft mahtenance 
12 posStions that you would have held with World Urwayr ‘ 
23 or Piineer AMlnes, did you perfonn matntenance in 
24 connection wSth HD-80 aircraft? 
25 A No,sir. 

Page 15 
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1 
2 involvement with HD-80 aircraft when p u  jolned Alaska 
3 in December of 19897 
4 A W s c o r r e d  
5 
6 other Boeing or HcDonnelI Douglas fixedwing a i m  
7 In any of your prior positions? 
8 A Yes,&. 
9 Q Which 
10 A DCl0,DQlS. 
11 Q Anyothers? 
l2 A Ndthatlcanremember. 
13 
14 hortonlaf rtabnizer Is? 
15 A Yes,&. 
16 
17 A It’sanassemblythatmovesthe,badcany 
18 bims the nose ofthe a l r d t  R an up or down 
19 WnfigUraEiDn (br ease of night. 
20 Q In any m f  p u r  prlor positrons had p u  ever 
21 performed tiny maintenance on any jadcscrew assembly 
22 component on any aInraRt 
23 A Notsir. 
24 
25 hold any other license br cer&ificatIons? 

Q Is the first time that you had any 

Q Had you performed any malntenanoe on any 

Q Do you know what I jadaerew membly on a 

Q What Lr your underrtanding of what R id) 

* Q Apart from your A and P Kcense, do you 
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A Yes,&. Ihaveaprhmteptlotk 

Q Anyotherlicenses? 
A No,&. 
Q In connection witfi pur deposition here 

today, did you view any documents In preparation for 
it? 

A Ihaveseencoplesdtheworkcard. 
Q When you say mwork card,’ are you &erring 

A No, slr. 
Q - work card? 
A,No, sfr. rm referring to I task OFd 
Q Ataskcardfor? 

Q For a jackscrew inspection? 
A Yes, sir. 
Q Dld p u  review any other doarments? 
A Yes,sir. 
Q What other documen?s, other ban the task 

card for the a jackscrew inspecbon, did you review? 
A 11mdewedmysta~frWnthe,TTSB,FA4 
Q Any other documents? 
A #a 
Q Did you meet with anyone in connection with 

ilcense. 

to a MIG-4 - 

A ThejadcrcrewInspectfon. 

ppgc 17 

1-800-288-3376 

5 (Pages 14 to 17) 



9C049B2 
MIchaeI Minette - JuIy 11,2002 (Volume I )  

1 your deposltion here today? 
2 A Imetwtthmylawyen. 
3 Q Whendidyoufirstmeetwithanylawyerr 
4 concemlng your deposition? 
5 A Twodaysago. 
6 Q Who did you meetwith? 
7 A ImetwfthDonandMike. MikeKemk 
8 Q MikeKems? 
9 A Yes 

10 
11 other than Mr. Rushlng and Mr. Kerns? 
12 A NO,&. 
13 
14 task card that you previouslydesuibed and the 
IS statement before the NTSB at that meeting? 
16 A Yes. IdidseeatxpyoftheMIG4for 
17 that 
18 
19 ACaTect. 
20 
21 A Atahoteldowntkstreet FwrSeaswrsI 
22 believe. 
23 Q AbouthowCongdidklast? 
24 A Twoandahalfhours. 
25 

Q Was anyone else present for that meeting 

Q Did you & M a n y  documents d e r  than the 

Q This meeting took place this past Tuesday? 

Q Where did the meetlng take place? 

Q Prior to that meeting had you metwith 

. _. . P.geI8 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
1s 
16' 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 

anyone else conaming your depwlff on here today? 
A No, slr. 
Q Now, you mentioned that you gave a 

statement to the NTSS In connection with matters 
arislng out of the crash of Aircraft Alaska 
Flight 262P 

A W s c o r r e c t  
Q You did that somethe In or about Febrwty 

of moo; is that c o w ?  
A Thatwouldbecorreh 
Q Other than the statement that you gave to 

representatives of the NTSS In February of 2000, have 
you on any other occaslon been Inhmfewed by any 
tepresentative of any federal, state or local agency 
m m n g  matters arising out of the crash of 
Alaska Afriines Flight 1617 

A No, slr. 
Q Have you met with anyone where you 

discussed matters concerning the crash of Flight 262 
other than this deposition, the meetings with your 
counsel and your Interview before representatives of 
the NTSB b FebnfaJy d2000? 

do you mean by that? 

A Notonaformalbads. 
Q When you cay .not on a formal bask," what 

Page 19 

1 A Weti,Imeanttteretsatwa+talkamnd 
2 the hangaramon~cmployeer Other than that, no 
3 slr. 
4 Q Other than talk amongst ernpbyeesat the 
5 hangar, I take It that p u k e  never been interviewed 
6 ' separably other than by M S B  representatives and what 
7 brinBs you here today; & that amect? 
8 A l?~at?scorred 
9 
10 otherlawyersinbetween. Butthatwasall. There 
11 
12 gotnotkethattheremaybeadepdtbn. 
13 

I Wwld Hkem add thatI dld meetwfth 

was no formal ooinpson after thator anything unta I 

Q When you say p u  -met with ather lawyers in 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
2s 

between, are you, k It p u r  testimony that p u  had 
meetings with lawyen Oor Ala- Alrlines? . 

A Yes. 
Q Sometime aRer p u r  WTSB Interview and 

before you had the meeting with Ma Kems and 
Mr. Rushing thls past Tuesday? 

A W S c w r r c t  
Q About how many of those meetinps? 
A Justone. 
Q Did that take place sometime In WOO, 6r 

was It more recent7 
A It had to be 1 guess at least a year ago or 

1 more. Id"trecdlecttheexacttime,thetime 
2 frame. 
3 Q Do you recall whether, in connection with 
4 that meeting, YOU revlewed any documents? 
5 A No. TherewasnodwJmentsthatlreca!l. 
6 Q About how long did that meeting last? 
7 A Twohaus. Maybe- 
8 Q Did that take place a t  the Oakland hangar? 
9 A No, sir. That was here in San Francism. 

10 Q At a lawyer'r office or some other 
11 hxation? 
12 A Ibenevetheywerewaking,theywere 
13 workingoutofthataffia, Idar'tkYMthatLwas 
14 theirodficeoriFitwasmnbacted. 
1s Q Do you real1 where you met? 
16 A No,&. Nottheexadplace. 
17 IknowRwasdowntownhereh 
l8 SanFranclsco,butRwasrmthereonMarketStmt. 
19 !knowthat 
20 
21 you first joined Alaska Ai"% back In December of 
22 1989. 
23 Did you recelve any formal training upon 
24 being hlred in December of 1989 by Alaska or anyone 
25 else concemhg maintenance on the a i m f t  that 

Q 1 want to f.baus on the period of tEme when 

u 
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.l Alaska Mines opemted at the time? 
2 
3 courrehtheahrraft4kKnnrtheyhavetwocDurser 
4 Wehadbothofthematthetlme. Ibeaevetherewas 
5 tvJomurres. 
6 Q Was one course on Alaska Alrtines' 
7 procedures and another dass focused on the MD-80 
8 aircraft? 
9 A T h a t d d b e .  Iean'tremembertheewct 
10 courses Theymayhwedranged. 
11 
l2 rwaw,whlchIbefievewehad. Andthenonethat 
13 d e a l t m ~ r r h t ~ ~ I b e l i e ~ e .  ButFmnot-I 
14 can "her two cwlfses. But I can't remember 
15 exacttywhattheyare.,- 
16 Q Did the dasses take place, as best you 
17 could recollect, et Hangar 6 at Oakland Airpom 
18 A Yes, sir. Yes, sir. ~ 

19 Q Do you reconect that Alaska Alflnes 
20 employees taught the ckues? 
21 A Yes,dr. 
22 Q Other than the formal das" brstruction 
23 that you received on or about the t h e  you bere hired 
24 back in December of 1989, have p u  attended any other 
25 d-m instruction on MP80 afroaft since joinlng 

A Yes, slr. We did recehre an -on 

ItIdrdG I know there was twslc MDBO 

PngeZ 

1 Alaska back in December of 1989t 
2 A IdidaawnemsheetmelalinSeaaie 
3 which as1 recall was o h t e d  bDwards both Wng and 
4 Oouglas. 
5 Q Was that a dass taught by Alaska AIrlines 
6 employees? 
7 A Yes,sfr. ' 

8 Q Or by someone eke? 
9 A No, $I Alaska Airlines employees. 
10 Q Was that an Alaska Alrlines FadlSty In 
11 Seattle? . .. 
12 A TharscOrrect - '  
U Q Otherthanthfsdassancheetmetalin 
14 Seattle, do you recalf attending other any other 
L5 dassmom training or bbuction concerning Boelng or 
16 Hd)onnell Douglas slruaft slm you Ltarted with 
17 Alaskain19897 
18 A Yes,air. IattendedaBoefng737dass 
19 fortherlo. Ihavebeenbdassforthe700. And1 
10 attended a dass fir CAN mapping on the 737-200. 
11 
22 A The737cwnestDok place attheOakland 
23 hangar. 
24 
25 

Q Where did those dasses take place? 

Q Taught by Alaska Alrllnes? 
A Taught by Alaska Alrlines employees, yes. 

Atkinson-Baker, Inc. 

1 Thew mapphgdasswastaughtbyan 
2 outstde'party. Andthatwaslaughtatthehangarh 
3 SeaUte. 
4 
5 A khn,I"t"berhkBstname. He's 
6 fmnfacas. 
7 
8 with? 
9 A No,?, Ican'tmemberitdghtrww. 
10 Q Itwasnotadasthatwastaughtbyany 
11 Boeing or McDonnl Douglas employee? 
12 A No,&. 
13 Q Any other dassmom kstmction that you 
14 have had on McDonneN Douglas or Boeing aircraft? 
is A Notthatfcanmmber. 
16 Q IwanttofoarsontheperJodoftt.ne,#? ~ 

17 we can, between the Kme you &tied h December of 
18 1989 through the period of time that you wcne a lead 

Q Do you know who taught that dass? 

Q Do you know what company he was assodated 

19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 

- 

sheet metal mechanic through 199s During that peiiod 
oftime. 

Did you have oaaslon at any time while you 
were a mechanic for AIaska Airlines of ever M n g  
performed a IrrMcation of a horizontal stabniier 
jackxrew assembly? 

A No,&. 

-24 

1 
2 anyone doing such a maintenance task on an MD-80 
3 alraaft? 
4 A No,&. 
5 
6 1989 and 1995 when p u  first became an inspector for 
7 Alaska Airlines, had you yourself ever petformed what 
8 is known as an end-play chedc on a fadscrew 
9 horizontal stabn'ir assembyl 
10 
11 
12 A Yes,br. 
13 QOnhawmanyoaasSons? 
14 A M a t l e a s t  Perhapthree. 
15 
16 end-play chedr; if you can recollect? 
17 A Iwaskadmeetmetalatthetime. Andas 
16 IrecdlectIwasassktingwWlsomenewhkesthat 
19  upth there - wrelathrene~ h- mps 
20 zeveralmonths,butrtinrebWrelynew-andother 
21 pe"el Insetting upthela-for, in setting 
22 upthequfpmentforthechedC.setthgupthegauges. 
23 
24 havebeen? 
25 

Q Dld you ever have occasion to obsetve 

Q During the period of time between December 

A No, sir. I 

Q Had you ever obseroed anyone else doing so? 

Q And in what capadty were you o b s e m g  the 

Q Do you tecall appmximately when that would 

A No, dr. Not any dates 

S-800-288-3376 
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1 Q Did you obsenfe the completion of all the 
2 stas br the check, in the end-pkiychedcaithat time 
3 or did you just were p u  Just fmtohrrd in helping set 
4 up? 
5 A-tprlmary=t.UP 
6 Q Now, between 1995, the time you became an 
7 ItpectOr, through 1397 - kt's focus an that 
8 period - Ztake It thatas an Inspector - let me 
9 strikeallthat 

10 In your capadty as an Inspector during 
11 that period of time would you have had occasion to 
l 2  Inspect the lubrkation of a jackscrew h~rizontal 
13 stabilizerassembly? 
14 MR RUSHING Still 1995 through 19977 
15 mRu\NKEL:conect 
16 THE WlV4ESs: No8 dr. 
17 Q HRFRANKU: Withrespectbanend-play 
18 ched< on a &iadrscre~a~~embly during that period of 
19 time, did you have occasion In your capacity ts an 
20 Inspector to be the inspector on end-play checks 
21 between 1995 and 19911 
22 A ItMnkIwashvoSvedlnoneortwo. 1 
23 canttpedfylimeoralrcraft 
24 Q f-ocusingontheperbdf~tml997tothe 
25 date of the acddent, January 3lst, 2000, do you know 

psge 26 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
l8 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 

how many end-play checks you would have been Involved 
hr during that period of time as an inspector? 

A No,&. 
Q Just to complete the bop here, during the 

period between 1997 and the date of the addent. 
January 3- 2004 would you have had occasion in , 
p u r  capadty as hsrpeaor to have Inspected a . 
lubrication of 8 jacksuew assembly? 

A No8slr. 
Q Is that because that maintenance task 

htbrkatlon of a jackscrew assembfv does not requlre 
an inspector? 

A Yes, sir. 
Q Wow, focuslng on the perlod in the fan of 

1097 0 koklng at the perlod between September and 
October 1997 In partScular - would you have been 
worklng the grave s h k  during that perlod of time? 

A Yes,dr. 
Q To whom would you have been reporting In 

p u r  capadty as M Inspector at that time? 
A Idon'trrtallthatwehadasupervlsor 

asslgned per w to oraveyard shift at that time. 
Q In the absence of a supervisor, would there 

be anyone to whom you would report? 
A 1wwldreportInthe"Ingstotheday 

Ppgcn 

Atkinson-Baker, Ine. 

8 (Pages 26 to 29) 

1 shhwtsupervlsw. 
2 Q Do you recall in the SeptembercOdober 1997 
3 time period 8s to who the day shift rupenlsDr would 
4 havebeen? 
5 A IbelieveltwouldhavebeenManuelDiaz 
6 Q In the 1997 tbne perlod, SeptunberSbober, 
7 how many other Inspectors wou!d be on duty with you 
8 during the " q a r d  shlft as tvpica! routfne practice 
9 atthattime? 

10 A Idon'tremembertheexai3numberwe hadm 
1'1 daysatthatme. 
U Q L e t m e a r k y o u t h ~  
l3 During the period between 1995 and 199T do 
14 you have rny recollection as to what the fluctuation 
l5 would have been, what was the largest number of 
16 inspecton that would be on duty and what would be the 
17 manest? * _  

18 
19 . 
10 
21 superviwrs- . 
22 Q Sure. 
23 A -1beae~~dldhwe8S~penisorthat 
24 I thlnk was Manny, Manuel Diaz. Johnny Baker vas the 
25 dayshKtsupervkor. 

What would be the range? 

If1 can8 may go backto the qwstlon 051 

A Iwouldsayonetofbw. 

p-28 

1 Q I would 11% p u  to just desuibe for me, 
2 as best p u  can In p u r  own words, what you understand 
3 your job k as an Inspector for Alaslra Alrlines or 
4 what p u  understood R to be in the 1397 t h e  period; 
5 what did p u  understand you were supposed to be doing 
6 in your capadty as an inspector? 
7 A Asanlnspector,myjobktofolbwthe 
8 lnspedion task sards on the hbaund atrcraft, to 
9 report by writing MI- any di#repancy which k 
10 nated, t~ acccmpnsh my check that1 was wt 
11 quaMed or was quaMied to aampllsh, and to chedr 
12 and artlfy any work that was done by mechanics. 
13 Q Youknowwhatatarkcardis? 
14 A Ye%&. 
15 Q And am I correct that at  the Oakland 
16 fadlity of Alaska M n e s  that tvplcany - and 
17 focusing on the 8997 h e  period now September snd 
18 October - that the facility was prindpany devoted 
19 to perfomlng heayl maintenance checks on HMO 
20 a i m i t ;  is that correct? 
21 A Y s & .  
22 
23 maintenance, heavy mahtenance on HD-80 aircraft 
24 through what are known os Gchecks as I understand It; 
25 isthatrlght? 

Q And in connertron with perfomlng 

P.gc29 
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1 
2 
3 
4 
5 

' 6  
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
l2 
13 
14 
15' 
16 
17 
18 
19 

21 : 
22 
23 
24 
25 

m 

Acwre& 
Q There are a variety of maintenance tasks 

that have to be performed at any giwn C-chec& 
correct?' 

AC#rect 
Q And kr connection with performfng those 

Gcheck malntenance taskr, work task cards are 
genelated; colTecn 

A Yes,$r. 
Q Andthosetaskcardsaredlstributedto 

lead mechanics anU tn turn to mechanics for the 
performance of those maintenance taskq correct? 

AThatLcorred 
Q And you, asan brspeaor, where an 

Inspection would be required an a particular 
maintenance task would accompany a mechanIc to the 
airaaft and obsenre the mechanic performing the 
patticular step or steps of that partleuiar 
malntenance task; is that right? 

A Yes,dr. 
Q p e  mechanic would dgn off on the task 

card to the step that he had performed, and to the 
extent that the task card requrred an Inspection dgn 
off, you would sign off or stamp it, certtm that 
the mechanic had properly performed that partiarfar 

Page 30 

1 step ofthe maintenance task; Is that rlght? 
2 A lhat3correR 
3 M R W K U :  Nowfwouldllketohavethe 
4 w f t n e s s b e p w f d e d ~ t h e e x h l b f t ~ k .  
5 MR RUSHING (Complying) 
6 MRR1ANKU: Anddirectyourattentionto 
7 firstofatl156dbltl26. 
8 THE- (Qmplylng) 
9 Q MR FRANKEL: Do you recognize Exhibit 126 

10 as an Acme suew nut and end-play check pass card? 
11 A Yes,&. 
12 Q Is thSs one of the doamrents that you 
l3 reviewed prior to your deposition today? 
14 . AYes,sJr. 
l5 Q From p u r  revfew of Exhibit 126, am I 
16 correct that this is the Acme screw nut and end-play 
17 chedc that would have been performed on Aircraft 963 
18 during its G S  check at the Oakland facility In the 

20 A Yes, dr. 
21 Q Didyou- 
22 Do p u  recall having seen W i t  126 as 
23 you dt here today, having seen it back at the time it 
24 was originally prepared In September of l 9 9 n  
2s A Yes,dr. 

19 September 1997 time period? 

prgc 31 

1 
2 In September of 2997 who the mechanic was that 
3 performed thls end-play &e& m d  who the inSpecbr 
4 was that participated in thk end-play chedc? 
5 A I~WhO~tthe t l~ the lnspec torWaS.  
6 Iwam'tawaredthemwhanic 
7 Q W ~ O W ~ S -  
8 
9 September of 2997 as to the Inspector was that 

10 performedthischedc? 
11 A h~p~t0r71;utDBautlsta. 
l2 
13 as an inspector as you did? 
14 A No#rh= 
15 Q Whatrhlftdidheworkon? 
16 A Day- 
17 Q Dld you have occasion ever during the 
18 course of p u r  time at Alaska AlrlEnes to work 
19 together with Mr. Bautista? 
20 A No,*. 
21 
22 Hr.Bau%ta? 
23 A Yes,sir. 
24 
25 Mr.Bautista? 

Q Do you know from having recehred thk back 

What was your understanding back In 

Q Mr. Bautista, did he work on the same shift 

Q Have p u  ever had occasion to speak with 

Q When do you recall ever having spoken to 

plgc 32 

1 A Generallywhenwegetoffhthemomlngs 
2 foroneorhwodayraweekI1IseeMmforashort 
3tbne .  
4 
5 beginning? 

7 Q Asfarasyoubrow,blr.BalRistais8 
8 campetentwell-respected Inspector at 

' 9  AlaskaAMlnes? 
10 A Yes,&. 
11 
12 performance of his job at Alaska Alrlines? 
13 A No, slr. 
14 Q Did you know who the mechanic was or did 
15 not who the mechanic was that performed this end-play 
16 check ln September of 1997? 
17 
18 
19 mechanic was that performed the end-play check? 
20 A Icantdectrlghtoffhand. 
21 ThebestIamrememberkwhentlghtaRer 
22 theaceident Ihadntrea~paidanyattentimto 
23 whothemechankwasatthebine. 
24 
25 recoliect under what circumstances you first saw that 

Q When your shift is ending and his shHt Is 

6 A ColreCtb. 

Q Have you ever heard any Crwdrm about the 

A No, dr. At the time I &dnt 
Q When did you subsequently leam who the 

Q With respect to Exhibit 126, do you 

p.ge 33 
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1 exhibit? 
2 A ThenightthatIwasaskedtogoredolhe 
3chedt 
4 Q DO you m n  what nSght that was7 
5 A 1 believe Kwas on Friday? which atihat 
6 time I believe was a Wedmsday night,forThursday 
7 " i n g m  

9 Exhibit t26, L think the record WM show that It was 
10 performed iniliany on the 27th of September 1997, 
11 which I Meve was a Saturday. 
12 
l.3 recotlection as to when you would have been asked to 
14 performare-chedrt 
l5 'MR.RUSHING: Doyouwanttoshowhimthe 
16 MIG-4bhelpMmreheshl 
17 MRFRANKB: Yeah. 
18 THE wTT)IsEss: I don't mall. 
19 Ithinkwe were stlll on fiveelghrstheh 
20 Soitmayhaveteen,mayhavebeenonmyThursday. 
21 which rhawto- b y e  dabr, becam thars 
22 how~keeptrakofwherermat 
23 
24 30th- 
2!i 

6 Q Thls md-phy -that k befwe 

Does that In any way refresh your 

At thattlme itwwfd have - see ws was 

Q MR FRANKEL You're now looking at 

- 
1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 

Exhibit U O ,  the MIG-4 form? 

I c a n ' t m t e "  my clays off. I did change 
days off at one am. If1 was off Wednesday and 
Thursday, this tuok phce on what would be Tuesday 
night for Wednesday. Which would be going Into my 
dVm- .I 

You say that the 27th was on a Saturday, k 
that Qorrrct7 

MR.FRANKEL: I'mjuktconfirmlngthat - 
because- 

MR. RUSHING. Let me show htm a calendar 
brthatperkd. 

MRFRANKEL: That'swhatIwasgohgb 
bok at kacakndar. And the 27thWsaSahmday. 
The 30th of September wasa Tuesday. 

THEWITNESS: IwasoffIbeliew 
Wednesday-Thursday during that period of am. 
muse as I reoonect- lers e. 

ASIrec0nectthatwas"yFriday. I . 
believe I was otT Wednesdays and Thursdays. 
Because - the reason I say that Is just because x 
don'tremembertheabaaft. I'mnotsuredthe 
elease date, but I don't recan that the a l d  was 
stili there when Iceme back to work after my shift. 

A Yes,sir. 

Page 3s 

1 
2 recordkdear. 
3 As best you can recOaect, having now 
4 looked at a calendar ofthe September, late September, 
5 earty October L997 period, it's your best recollection 
6 ' that the days off that you would have had would have 
7 been Wednesday and Thursdam ts that correct? 
8 A Yesidr. 
9 Q And having looked a t  the calendar and 

10 looked at Mlblt  UO, the H I G 4  form, do you know 
11 when you acted as the inspector In a re-chedc of this 
12 end-play on the " a f t  963 jackscrew assembly? 
13 A Yes,&. ItwasgLwasmthe30th. 
14 Q Now,prlor-Iwanttofustdarify 
15 something. 
16 
17 made aware b any way that a M I G 4  form had been 
18 writtmn that In any way related to the horizontal 
19 stabllizerfidocrew assembly on Aimaft 9631 
20 A Notsir. 
21 
22 that there was any lssue with respect to endplay on 
23 Alraaft 963 was on September 3Oth, during p u r  
24 graveyard rhlft that day? 
25 A cone& 

Q M R  FRANKEL: Let me just make sure the 

Prfor to September 3Oth, 1997 had you been 

Q So the f& occadon that you became aware 

-36 

1 Q Can you tell me as best you can recollect 
2 what the drcumstances were when you werefirst 
3 advised- 
4 How did you first get advised about this 
5 m-ctledc? 
6 A RonHenselandRonAzbellcametDmeand 
7 said they had to do a mheckon tkjadexrew on the 
8 end+ay. 
9 

10 graveyard shift? 
11 A l'hatsowrect 
12 
13 toMr.Hensel? 
14 A Thatkowrect 
15 
16 shift they first approached you? 
17 
18 shfft on the 30th or atthe end? 
19 A Idon'trecat(thetlme. Iwwldsay 
20 approximately mid-shift, which may be one, two o'clock 

22 Q Did they come to you together? 
23 A Yes?&. 
24 Q Do you krow whether any other inspector was 
25 on dutp on your shift that night during that graveyard 

Page 37 

Q Now, nu. Henset was a lead mechanlc on the 

Q And Mr. Azben was a m d a n i c  that reported 

Q Do you recan whenduring the course of the 

Was it at the beginnlng of the graveyard 

2l inthemiI?&rwghty. 
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1 S N f n  
2 A NO,&. 
3 Q XFanotherinspectorwouldhavebeenon 
4 that shift do you lorow who it would have been at that 
5 time? 
6 

8 
9 you, what did they MY as best p u  can reooned? 

10 A Idcm'treCananyaCactyords. Ican't- 
11 rdbewrongtospedfyanything. 1don't"tux 
12 theexactconversatfonso- 
13 Q Do you centember the substance of the 
14 inltlal conversation Knot the ucactwords? 
15 a NO. 
16 lhere was something I - I tldnktheywere 
17 kind of upset because we hadthfstfueeday lag and 
18 theywerewonderingwhythere-chedc 
19 Q Whenyoumy"ee-daytagl" 
20 A There was, thk chedt was orlg1naWy done 
21 on the 27thand IIOW itLthree dayrbterand we arr 
22 dOingthechedL 
23 Q Now, at the time that Mr. Hensel and 
24 Mr. Amen approached you, do you Cecan m y  other 
25 instaw W e  you have been at Alaska where-pdor 

Page 38 

A No, sir, I can't remember names of who was 

Q When Mr. Azben and Mr. Hensd approached 
7 &gnedtothatm . 

1 to that event, prkw to September 3Mh, 1997 -where 
2 you had beenasked to bean tnspector In connection 
3 with performing a re-chedc on jacksaew horizontal 
4 stabilizer? 
5 A No,&. 
6 Q Thiswasthefirsttime? 
7 
8 

10 
11 you on 6eptember 3Oth, did they provide you with any 
12 documents? 
13 A Yes,$r. 3heyhadtheMIG4Inhandst' 
14 the Umwhen, thatwaSwhenthey"e b ~ o f f i c e .  
l5 Q fhey came to your office? 
16 A Yes,dr. 
17 Q To the lnrpectron oftice at Oakland hangar? 
18 A Y@%dr. 
19 Q AndtheyhadtheMXG4inhand7 
20 A Yes,&. 
21 Q And how many coples of the WG-4 were In 
22 hand? Was it the whlte and the madla copy or just 
23 themanilacopy? 
24 A htthemanlk. 
25 

'A Thk was the f[nt time, yes, Slr. 
Q this was an unusual o#wrence; dght? 

Q Now, when Mr. Azbell and Mr. Hensd came to 
e A mm8slr. 

I 

Q And having Exhibft 130 before you, that is  

Page 39 
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1 at kart the completed H I G 4  that was, that har 
2 Information concerning the second check, what I want 
3. to really by to understand k that when you f h t  saw 
4 MIblt 130 can you recollect - when you first saw 
5 Exhlblt l30  do you recall what was written on It? 

' 6  A IbelieveeverytMngfromthedisuepanq 
7 and planned actSon waswritten m Rassfaras I 
8 recall,requestkrgthereevalwtbncWthetaskeard 
9 Q So the line under .planned action" that you 

10 see says "replace nut and perform EO-&fS-lWl~ and 
11 some bitiak and a date after that was that line 
l2 through when you saw it or pot? 
13 A Yes, sir, I believe kwas 
14 Q The second line, R says %evaluate test 
U per WC 146-27000.- 
16 
17 A Yes,&. 
18 Q Do you recan b s n g  Mr. Well or 
19 Mr. Henset why a resheck needed to be done? 
20 A NotspedfKaUy. 
21 Q Did you have an understanding prior to 
22 betng presented 6th Exhibit S O  by Mr. Hen& and 
23 blr. &bell on September3Oth of ZOO0 as to what the 
24 endplay l i m b  were for requiring the removal ef a 

- 

That was there as weli? 

25 jaclctcrew~mblyr 

1 
2 max.Iknewthat, 
3 
4 understandlnp c o w  Wan end-play test had been 
5 dona and It came up at .W, you understood that that 
6 was a t  the maxlmum ofthe attowable limlt and anythlnu 
7 .above that, Le. .Or& would have required removal and 
8 rep la amen^ anything at .Ma aw below meant that R 
9 wargoodtogo? 

10 A That'suxmt. 
11 
12 Exhlbit 0 0  u p u  bave described It, had you ever 
l3 seen a MI- where a planned action had been rtrldcen 

A No, slr. Mer than 40 thouan& was the 

Q Just to make sure that 1 have your 

Q At the time that you were presented rvfth 

14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 

as Is &own in the planned a&on bere and mother 
planned a d o n  inserted h tts stead? 

A Yqsir. 
Q On how many @ccasions? 
A Ihavenoidea. 
Q I+ that a common om-=? 
A I would 6ayA.b not real commosr, but 

Q Based on p u r  understandin0 of 
~ a t l v e l y ~ .  

Alaska Alrfines pmceUum, who k tt - first of a& 
who deddes or completes the fonn P U G 4  and lnsetts 
the dsmpancy desaiption? 

1-800-288-3376 
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1 
2 NaskaAldfnescanwrsteadircrepencyagalnstthe . 
3 aircraft 
4 
5 havlng reviewed Exhibit UO, €hat It was an inspector 
6 that had InItiaIly prepared the discrepancy conaming 
7 the jacksaew assembly on Urcraft 963 on or about the 
8 27thofSeptember?1997? 
9 A marsconed 

10 Q Am I correct that H Mr. BaUtTsta, bared on 
11 the Inspection number nnd Attic number that appears In 
12 the originating employ- box, that Hr. Bautista would 
13 have been the one that wwld have prepared that 
14 portion ef this exhibit? 
15 A Yes,&. 
16 Q With respect to planned action, who is it 
17 based on your understanding of Alaska's practices and 
18 procedures, that determines what the planned action k 
19 for a discrepancy? 
20 A T h e k a d  
21 Q Did you ever learn whne - mike ulat 
22 At the tlme that you were presented wRh 
23 Exl~lbit 130 back In September of 1997, do you know, 
24 did you know at the time ns to whlch lead putthe 
2!i fust planned action that was stricken through on 

A Any Inmviduat, any mechanic at 

Q But k It p u r  understanding, based on 

Page 42 

1 ExhibRl307' 
2 A No, sir. 
3 Q Have you learned since who did that? 
4 A I believe at the time, after the acddent 
5 IbelleveItwasJohnWne. 8utrmnotposithta 
6 That's what I was told; It was John Leotlne. 
7 Q This k something you learned after the 
8 acddent? 
9 A mr,yes. 

10 Q Do you know Mr. Leotine? 
11 A Yes,!& 
12 Q Mr. Leotine was a lead mechanic at  
13 Alaska Airlines? 
14 A lharsoorred. 
15 Q Did he  ever work on the same &if€ as you 
16 did? 
17 A Ibelievewewoskedswlngshlftbgether 
18 when we were both leads for a while. 
19 Q When you were a lead mechanic? 
20 A WhenIrasalead. 
21 Q And in your capacity as a supervisor did 
22 you ever work on the shSft that Mr. kotine was the  
23 lead mechanicforl 
24 A rm sow. Qn you repeat that 
25 Q Yeah. 

Page 43 
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1 In your capacity as a supendsor did you 
2 ever work- r m  sorry not as a rupenrSsor, as a n  
3 inspector. 
4 In your capacity as an Inspector, did you 
5 . ever work on t h e  same rhlft as Mr. W n e ?  
6 A No, sir, I don't believe so. 
7 Q Mr. Leatine was a mpetent  mechanlc? 
8 A Tothebestofmyknow!edge,yes 
9 MR RUSHING We have been golng about an 

10 hour, Steve? and Itsaundslike Mr. Hensel'svofoe Is 
11 startingtowearalittlethln. let'stakeabreak. 
u MR.FRANm sure. 
l 3  T H E W I T "  Mr. Mlnnette. 
14 MR.RUSHING: rmsorry. 
15 THEVIDEOGRAPHER: Weareoff themrdat  
16 435p.m. 
17 (Recess taken) 
18 
19 record at 4:47 p.m. 
20 Q MR FRANKEL Mr. Minnette, going badc to 
21 t h e  practices at Alaska in this time period, pu're 
22 familiar with Alaska firlines' general maintenance 
23 manual? 
24 A Yes,sir. 
25 Q Am I correct that the general maintenance 

THE- We are badcon the 
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1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

, 8  
9 

10 
11 
u 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
2l 
22 
23 
24 
25 

manual Includes, for example, procedures for the 
ampletton and processing of a PUG4 non-routine work 
card? 

A Yes,sir. 
Q Is there any provlslon that you're aware of 

In Alaska Wines' general malntenance manual that 
pennits 8, one lead mechanic to change a planned 
actlon set forth by another lead mechank on a HIM 
r ~ m  

A Idon'trecall. 
Q Do you recan whether such a provision 

-way? 
A No, sir. 
Q During the time that you have been a t  

Alaska Wines has anyone ever told iou that one lead 
mechanlc could change or modify a planned action that 
another lead mechanic had ret forth on a HIE4 form? 

However, I know they haw been changed at 

And If1 may say, yhat I n @ h d  that mwe 

A N o t ~ p ~ K i ~ a I l y .  

timesbecausethepbnned rcbfondoesn'trneetthe 
requirements of what the job entails. 

esa sheet metal lead asopposedtowhen Iwasan 
Inspector. 

Q T e l l m e a s b e s t y o u c a n ~ ~ e c t  whatpu 
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1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 - 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 

noticed when p u  were 8 sheet metal lead h terms 
of - kt me ark you this. 

When you were a &et metal Gad I take R 
that in that capacity you would have been presented 
with MIG4s where you had to snake a determhaation as 
to what the planned action would be to correct a 
d i i p a n e y ?  . 

AThatLmne& 
Q And how would you go about determining the 

planned action for a discrepancy In p u r  capadty as 
lead mechanlc for sheet metal? 

A Iwouldgoout,takeabokatthejobthat 
was written upanddetermlnewhatneededto bedone. 

Q Would p u  go to the aircraft? 
A Yes8dr. 
Q Would p u  talk to the brrpector or mechanlc 

A Yes8 sir, If I had any doubts about what 

Q Then you would set forth the pbnned action 

A ThatL. 
Q I f  you were going to change a planned 

who prepared fhe dkcrepancy? 

the actual dlwepancy was. Some at times can be 
vague. 

on the M I G 4 7  

' 

action that another lead mechanic had Atten, would 
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you seek out the lead mechanic who mte the origlnal 
planned adion when you were seeking to change W 

MRRUSHING Whenhewasalead- 
MRFRANKEL: Ltad. 
MR RUSHENG - rheet metal medranlc'l 
MRFRANK&'cone& 

A Not that I real. 
Q MRFRANKEL: Zffu-letmearkyou 

this 
You see that you .authorized bf box by in 

the planned action section? 
A Yes,&. 
Q Who typicany, back in the September 1997 

time period, would till out that box on a MIG4? 
A Idontrecotledwhattheregulationwas 

on that at that cme. 
Generallykwould b - itcotild be ihe 

lead. It ewdd be- at thattime I believe It could 
bethe kad, therupervlsw, ~Ibelieveproduction 
conbol a b  had the abirny to authorire the work; 
Qwred 

Q I take It- 

A Yes,&. 

Do p u  know, did you know back in September 
of 1997 as, who RIM0462 was? 
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1 Q Who kthat? 
2 A WsRossWiore. 
3 
4 Alaska Alrlines in September of.l997? 
5 A He'sbeenrrupenrisorsbKeIhavekvrwn 

7 
8 of 1997 as to what the planned action would have, how 
9 this form appeared period to Hr. Belfiore at the t h e  

10 he first dgned R as to what appeared in the planned 
11 actionbox? 
12 A No,&. 
13 
14 In the planned action item, what was filled In the 
15 planned action box when Mr. Belfiore put his fnltials 
16 and M c  number in the authorired by box on 
17 ExhIbitUO? 
18 A No8sir. 
19 Q Now, the inttbk st the end ef the first 
20 line that k stricken through, the "replace nut and 
21 perform EO," do you know who's InkEals appear at +nd 
22 ofthatline? 
23 A Yes,dr. 
24 
25 ARonHenwlk. 

Q What position did Hr. Belfiore hold with 

' 6  hbh 
Q Did you have any understanding In September 

Q Have you leamed dnce that time what was 

Q Who's Initials are those? 

prgca 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16. 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
2s 

Q There Is a date 9/30/97 thereafter? 
A T h a t L m  
Q Does that indicate to you that It was 

Hr. Hensel that s b c k  through the Initial planned 
action? 

A Yes,slr. 
Q When Mr. Hensel and Mr. Azbell first 

a p p r ~ ~ h e d  you h the mfd-rhift hours ofthe graveyard 
rhKt on September Soul, 1997, did Mr. Azbell or 
Mr. Hensel ten you that the planned act3on was 
incorrect In any way? 

A Nqdr. 
Q Did p u  k a m  - rMke t ha t  

Do you know what perform E08-55-1091 
means? 

A No, dr. 
Q Now, I think you testified earlier that p u  

had some reconechon that there was come coneem 
expressed by Hr. kbell or Mr. Hensel that the fnltlal 
discrepancy on thls MIG-4 had been prepared on the 
27th of September and here you were some three days 
later, on the 30th of September, having to do a 
re-check? 

Do you recall anything more than concern 
or- 

Page 49 
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1 A No, sir. 
2 Q Do you recall whether I t  was Mr. Hensel 
3 that was e x p d n g  the amcem or Mr. Amen? 
4 & Mr.Hensel. 
5 Q Now, In connecb'on, In relation to 
6 September 3Mh, 1997, do you know when AlrcraR 963 
7 was scheduled to retum to revenue service and be 
R completed with its m e e k ?  
9 A No, sir, 1 don't remember. 

10 Q Now, Is It  p u r  understandhg that had 
11 Mr. Henset not stricken through the first line of the 
12 planned action, that the planned action was to replace 
13 the jackscrew assembly on thiz alraaft? I 

14 A rmnotsurefMiyunderstand. 
15 Q Let me ask you: If the line had not been 
16 stricken through by Mr. Hensel- the furt line - Is 
17 It your understanding that the Acme screw and nut 
18 assembly on thls alrcnft would have to be replaced? 
19 A Ysslr. 
20 MR. RUSHING Objechon. Before you 
21 an",  sir, I want to get an ObjecKon on the record. 
22 Its an incomplete hypothetical; asks for 
23 hhtowk. confecture. Mbstatesthe 

25 
24 e v i d e n c e d  

Q MR FRANKEL: Do you know whether any 

PDgtS 
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steps prior tp September 3- 1997, prior to the time 
that you were presented with thk, do you know whether 
any steps had been taken at Alaska to locate.another 
jackscrew assembly? 

A No,slr. 
Q Do you know who would have had 

tesponsbl!jty &thin Alaska to locate or order (I 
jackscrew assembly if between the time this 
discrepancy was wrl#en on the 27th and the time 
Mr. H e n d  struck through the phnned action ltem such 
an effort had been undertaken? 

A Itwould haw been the leads ora lead 
asslgned a mechanic to order the part, whlch would go 
then to I believe purdbaslng, who would have taken 
care of obtatntng the part. 

Q In  your Capadty as inspector did you have 
any responsibnity for overseeing or maktng sure that 
parts got ordered or processed for lnstallatlon on the 
a i ~ r ~ m  

A Nolordered. Butwedid-wehaveto 
krspeQpartsaminghbruseontheaircraft. But 
not asfar as the hkialorderhg goes. 

Q So Ifa jackscrew assembly had been ordered 
and received before It ~ o e s  on the airuaft, someone 
tr your capadty, an Inspector, would Inspect the part 
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or component before it actually gets Installed on the 
airuaft? 

AThatka#red 
Q Do you know or did you know back h 

September of 1997, at the time Mr. -11 and 
Mr. Henset approached you, whether or not Aladra 
maintained In its hentory jadtrrrew assemblies? 

A No,sir. 
Q Do you have - Qd you have any knowledge 

In September of 1997 (IS to how kng  it would take for 
Alaska to fecefve a jackscrew assembly if one had not 
been mafntsfned In bnfentory? 

A No,&. 
Q Did you have any knowledge In September ot 

1997 as to how long once a jackstrew assembly would 
be received and inspected, how long it would take to 
complete a repiacement ofthat assembly on am HD-80 
alraaft? 

A No, sir. 
Q Have you ever since learned bow long It 

would take to complete a jacksa'ew assembly, 
replacement of a jackscrew assembly on an HD-80 
afmm 

A I replaad one not- kng ago, and I 
belleve It-karmewheresIn the neighb~mood of five 

P8ge s2 

1 orsixhwrr 
2 
3 A No,&. ltwasdone"yshift,butI 
4 did not physically go UP and 0bsenre the change. 
5 
6 approached, came into the inspection office, sald that 
7 you had to do this re-check, did you then fmmediabty 
8 go out to the airuaft to insped a n?-dx&? 
9 A No, sir, not at that immed(ate moment 

10 Q How long of a time period elapsed, if you 
11 can resolleet, between the time Mr. Hensel first 
12 approached you wlth Mr. Azbell and you golng eut to 
13 the aircraft to Inspect the performance o fa  recond 
14 end-playeheck? 
15 
16 talklng about this Wng the one Ittat fonowedi, 
17 MRFRANKEL: Yes. 

Q DSd you ObSfYUe that replacement? 

Q Now, wlaefi Mr. Hensel and Hr. Arbell 

MR. RUSHING When you say "seami," you're 

18 MRRWMING okay. 
19 THEW~~NESQ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ d h z ~ y t w o , p o a ~ b l y  
20 threehwrr 
21 
22 conversation, as best you m n e a ,  between 
23 Mr. Hensel and Mr. &bell and yourself last when they 
24 cameintotheoffice? 
25 A Notvetvkng. 

Q M R  FRANKEL: How kng (lid the Initial 

PrgeM 
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1 Q Fiveminutes? 
2 A Idon't- 
3 ls!ss. 
4 Q Less? 
5 ALess. 
6 Q Wasthereareasonwhytttooktmorthree 
7 burr before you went out to the aircraft to do the 
8 Inspection? 
9 A Wdl,asIrrcOnect,theyometome 

10 saylngltwasgolngbneedareddc. Isaidwe 
11 wilgooutanddotheredxck. Andjustmegetme 
12 w h e n l r s e t u p a n d ~ t o g o .  
13 W o  or three hours, you'retalldngatleast 
14 onekeakandhm&beforetheyareready. WMchIsS 
15 good45minutes. 
16 Q Other than b e l 4  presented with 
17 Exhibit B O  -well, Iet me ask you this. 
18 
19 did you have a chance to look at the reverse dde  of 
20 the manila card to see If anytfalng was written on the 
21 back? 
22 A No,sh;IQdnotlookatIt 
23 Q Do you b o w  whether there was any color 
24 coding of any sort as you can rearllect - 
25 A No,str. 

When you were presented with -At l30 

1 Q - on the face of the cardl 
2 A No, Slr, I don't recollect anyWg. * 

3 Q b it typical that there Is some color 
4 anling on MIG-4s back In the 1997 time perlod? 
5 A At that point h tfme they used to mark for 
6 Ibellevepartsordefed. AndIdon'trecallIfthey 

6 Q How would R be marked? What kind af color 
9 coding do you recollect? 

10 A Ibenevetheyddmarkthenrneorarea 
11 forpa*inyellow. AndtheslrJlIshadMlylng 
12 colmamdIdodtdwhattheyare. Iknowrheet 
13 metalwasred Therestofthemfcan'trecal. 
14 Q Other than being presented with 
I S  Exhlblt U O ,  were you prwided with any other 
16 documents a t  the time that Mr. Hensel and Mr. Azbell 
17 came to your office a t  the Oakland hangar inltlally on 
18 September30tht 
19 A No,&. 
20 Q I take It that sometime two to three hours 
21 later someone came to get you? 
22 A yts. IbelimltWRonArben. 
23 Q Had you worked with Mr. Ameli before as an 
24 Inspector? 
25 A Yes. 

7 markedforsklllatthatblme. Ibetievetheydid 
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1 Q Had you ever lrtrpeaed an end-play check 
2 that he had done prior to September 3Oth? 
3 A No, sir. Not that rm aware of. 
4 Q Mr. Arbell came to get you. Then dlid you 
5 aaompany him out b ifie aircraft? 

7 Q Did anyone else aaompany you7 
8 A Not that I can remember. 

10 
11 by Mr. Azbell at the time he came to get I O U 7  
12 A Yes,Slr. Ibelievewehadthempyofthe 
13 taskcardbusesowecwlddotheprocedurenndthen 
14 the MI- he had with Nm. 
15 
16 And did h a ~ - K p ~  turn badtto 
17 Exhlblt126. 

19 Q Did you ever Exhlbit 126 with you? 
20 A Yes,&. 
21 Q Now, a t  the time that you had Ddriblt U6, 
22 at the time, dsd Hr. Azben have that ln his hand when 
23 he! came to pet you? 
24 A IbelleveheQd,yes 
25 

' 6  A mars- 

9 Q what do you rec0llect once - 
Were you presented vvlth any other documents 

Q Sa you had Exhibit 130. 

18 A ") 

Q Is it typical that there would have been 

1 graphlcs attached to Exhiblt 126 at that time7 
2 A Yes,slr. 
3 
4 attached to Ejdrlblt 126 at the time Mr. Azbell 
5 presented rt to you? 
6 A Yes,sir. 
7 
8 dId he already have the materials and tools that are 
9 listed on Exhibit 126 or did you have to stop at 

10 stores to get those? 
11 A No,&. 
12 
13 setupbdotheckdcatthattlme. 
14 Q Letmeaskyouthls. 
l 5  
16 stab restralnlng fixkrrer 
17 A Ves,slr. 
18 
19 fixtures Alaska Alrlines had at the Oakland fadlity 
20 badc In September of M97? 
21 A Bestofmyrecdlect[on,wehadone. 
22 
23 yoularow-strikethat. 
24 
25 lorow whether that fixture had been made by 

Q Do you recollect whether graphics were 

Q Now, when Hr. Azbell had come to get you, 

He already had those and it was, we were 

You see the first tool It rays ghoriZontal 

Q Do you know how many Nch rertraldng 

Q Did you, do you know whether or not - do 

That horizontal stabilizing fixture, do you 

bfl 
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Alaska Airlines or  acquired from come other source? 
A Acquired~romebodyekIbelleve. 
Q Do you know from whom? 
A IthinkKsaDouglaspah 
Q Dfd you examine the restraining fixture on, 

A Totheextentofthelnslallationofk, 

Q Did you examine -8 

A No,&. 
Q How do you know that? 
A Itsjustafixttmwithtwothreaded 

attaching ends. Them? k nothing there to anbrate 
Iteither. 

Q Now, this horizontal rtabllSzhg fixbtre 
that was used for the second endplay test that you 
inspected In September of 1997, could you see both 
reslrainlng threads through the restralnlng fucture? 

In September of 1997? 

yes. 

IS a horizontal m i n i n g  f i  a tool 
that needs to be calSbrated? 

A Yes,sir. 
Q It afso shows a dial indlcator. 
Is a dial indicator a tool that needs to be 

calibrated? 
A Ye, Sk, they Qlibrate. 
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1 Q In your capaclty as a n  Inspector do you 
2 examine the diai indicator to see whether or not It 
3 has been appropriately calibrated? 
4 A Yes,Sir. 
5 Q How do you do that? 
6 A I haw a MIG-11 attached. 
7 Q A MIG-11 is what? 
8 A It's a small tag. And normally I believe 
9 on the dally indicators will be etther attached to the 
10 bogInsomecasestothefndicabwItself. Unless 
11 they had - there Is two different stzes. But they 
12 are certification ppeis for the, to CertifKatlon 
U sticker for the fact that It's been calibnted. It 
14 would be stamped by an baspecbrwith the date of next 
15 calibration due. 
16 Q Do you know what go no go tool is? I 
17 A Yes,str. 
18 Q And Is that a tool that needs to be 

20 A No,Qr. 
21 
22 gauge. 
23 Q What- 
24 A Wedidnctuseuonthesemdchedcto , 
25 the best of my bmvledge. I don't recall. 

19 d b m t e d ?  . . 

I mfght d o n  we Qdnt use the go no go 

I 
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1 
2 what's listed on the face of -It 128,126 that are 
3 needed h order to perform an endplay &e&? 
4 A Yes,*. 
5. You need a calibrated torque wrench. 
6 Q Any other took other than those? 
7 A Lh ,p~&-bfy~~getdownbthe  
8 badctods, the m&anicneeds hiswrerwh to attach 
9 thefixhaeandinspectimwmneedaminrwand 
10 flashlights 

Q Now, are there other tools other than 

11 
l2 you go up to the tal[ on a t a l  stand? 
13 A ThatLa#re& 
14 
15 this end-play, the second tnd-play &e& was 
16 Hr. Minnette with you a t  all times throughout the 
17 teM 
18 MR RUSHING Mr. Atbell. 
19 
20 * MR RUSHING It's okay. It's late. 
21 T H E m E S S :  Yes 
22 
23 Let me start over. 
24 
25 Mlbft 126 for the performance of the end-play check, 

Q Now, M you went up to the alrcrafL Did 

Q Now, h connection vuith the performance of 

MR FRANKEL: r m  tony. Mr. Azbell. 

Q M R  ).RANKEL: Want to start oveR 

Throughout each step that's listed on 

-60 
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was Mr. Azbell present with you for each step of the 
test? 

A Yes. 
Q Okay- 

Are there certain steps ofthis test or 

A Yes. YarwouIdhawtogobtheeXWt 

Q Would you accompany hlm to the e f t  to 

check that require the mechanicto go to the cockpit? 

in derb set the trlm h the properpwition. 

do that? 

wnl dMXk on my way up, on my way to the back al l  go 
up and make sure - if they say everything k * 
rit go wpand make- l~hasthe owrectindication 
htkcoclrpit. Butitmayormaynotbetogether. 

Q Now, In connection with this test, the 
second test that you Inspected, was - there wasn't 
another medtanic or person in the cockpit whne you 
and Mr. Azbell were a t  the tan as best you can 

A I could. SametimeS I don't. Generally . 

reconectl 
A No, sir. 
Q During the performance of the steps h this 
starting With step one where under section h, 

that requires the mechanlc to go to the cockpit; 
correct? 

Page 61 
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- + - .  1 A T k & W , a # r e n  
2 
3 to go to the cockpit; does It not? 
4 ACorre& 
5 
6 IetmerMkethat 
7 
8 do anything or does that just requlre Inspection? 
9 

10 
11 mechanlc to go to the Cockpit? 
12 A Yes,dr. 
13 
14 correct? Or does it require inspection? 
l5 A ItdcesifyDslgoto3A,itwouldrequire 
16 lnspedton. 
17 Q 3A requlres Inspection. 
18 Am I correct that whne the mechanic ts - * 

19 moving the control switches In step Ai that you, as an 
20 inspector, would be back h the tall confinnlng that 
21 the upper Acme nutstop br a t  121 degrees dimension? 
22 A Tharscorred 
23 
24 controlling the wheef 
25 stabtruer in the nose 

Q Step number B l  also requires the mechanlc 

Q Step number A2 requires the mechanic and - 
Does step number A2 require the mechanlc to 

A No8 that just requires hspection. 
Q Step number one, A3, does that require the. 

Q But doesn't require any Inspection; is that 

.. 

Q And that whne the mechanic h 

1 functions, that you are then in the tali section 
2 confirming that the Acme nut stop Is at 21 degrees 
3 dimenslon? 
4 A lbt'scorrect 
5 Q And that when the mechanig in this case 
6 Hr. Azbell, Is controlling the trim wheel rWrtdaes 
7 under step Dl, that that is not a step that requires 
8 anyinspection? 

10 Q then as we meve down to the nextpage of 
11 the exhlblt, the second page, when he removes the 
12 various panels and opens the d d t  breakers, does 
13 that require him to8 In step 2 where he's opening 
14 drcult breakers, et cetera, does that require hIm to 
15 be In the w i t ,  or Is he In the tail dohg that? 
16 A Noslr,hewoufdbeinthea&ptt. 
17 Q What about removing the panel and 
18 s t a b r i n g  fating to gain access to the work area? 
19 A He wwld be up on the tail stand forthat. 
20 Q Now, when you got to the aircraft with 
21 Mr. Arbell on September 30th to do the recond check, 
22 had the horizontal stabiiizer restraining fixhim 
23 already been instaned by Mr. Azbell? 
24 A Yes,dr. 
25 Q So you did not observe hlm actuafly 

9 ~~harscorrect,~l(lspectionrequired. 
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1 butaning k? It was already installed? 
2 A C o n e c l  
3 Q Had the damp indicatormounting bracket to 
4 the j a d w e w  torque-to~talning+ut ret forth in 
5 step five on pane two of the exhbrt had that already 
6 been installed as weKf 
7 
8 Q Vu. 
9 A Yes8cwred 
l0 
11 been accomplrsh 
l2 8 I ~ f t ~ S t h  Mr.6 

A You're referencing step five? 

Q What abbut step Suinber 6; Md that already 
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general malntenance manual that when you're doing a 
re-chedt of an end-play task or any other ldnd of test 
that has a task card;ttrat you're not to complete a 
n e w t a s k a d ?  

geneml malnleMnce manual for AJaska? 
MRRUSHING: kethwewordsttltedinthe 

NRRIANKB: Yes. 
THE WITNESS: No8 sir. Not that rm aware 

of. 
Q MRFRANKEL: WhenyouwentuptotheW 

with Mr. Atbell, what do you recollect Wng the first 
thfng that you did when you got up to the tan wIth 
Mr. AmelI? 

A rcheckedtheinstanaofthe- 
and I d&ed the gauges forheanity and to make sure 
that we did haves Prpkad, Whlcfi isrequld by step 
seven. Yeah,btepseven. 

Q Did YOU n O t h  whether there had, whether# 
could you notice whether - strike that 

Did It appear to you when you first arrived 
up on the tan with Mr. Azbell, did you inspect the 
jackscrew assembly from a visual perspecthe? 

A Ican'tmafithatIkokedRaver 
completely. 

Q Did f t  appear to you Chat the ~Ckscsew 
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1 assembly had been recently Wrlcated? 
2 A No. 
3 Q You don't- 
4 
5 just don't recollect? 
6 A Well, I will say this. From what I can 
7 remember, it does not appear tohave been lubed In the 
8 manner wlth which we are lubing them now. 
9 Q Can you explaln what you mean by that 

10 A Well, when the alruaft go out now there is 
11 grease an the waythrwgh the threadscompletely. 
12 And it's gemrally coming out all over the nut and 
13 evewthlng else. I mean, they are heady lubed going 
14 out 
15 
16 dect ion ,  that the threads now, I can't verify the 
17 nut- 
18 I" sure thatthethreadswere not 
19 completely coated h grease. That I can state. 
20 Whether the nut itself had been lubricated, 
21 that,IdonYknow. 
22 
23 You checked the gauges. You made sure they 
24 were set for secanity. And you did this pre-Indicator 
25 probe or at kast inspected the pre-Indicator probe to 

p-66 

Do you know one way or the other or p u  

I don't reCal1, to the best of my 

Q Okay. Well, let's move on. 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
6 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
l5 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 

at kast .lo0 Inches. And tt says .record dial 
indicator reading.. 

A Yes,dr. 
Q Would it be you that would be recording the 

dial IndScator reading as Mr. Azbell? 
A WeU,el theroneofus~asbngaswe 

both witness It so that we can slgn It off. 
Q Where would you make that recording, or 

Mere did you make the recording on September 30th 
199n 

You see in step number 7? 

A I don't member. 
Q Do you recall who, between you and 

Mr. Well, would have made the recordings back In, on 
this second check? 

A No, dr. 
And if I might add romethlng - and the 

reason I ray this is because all, the gauges are rll 
adjustable to zero - we reset 'em to m. Once you 
setup the, yw know-to get your reading you start 
atam instead ofbylng to figure out Meen what 
andwhat. Thedialfaceturns. Andyoucanmoveren, 
to the pornt - bo you go M you get ywr hundred 
thousandths. And then you set the pointerto tero at 
that po3nt 
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Q Okay. 
In your typlcal practice back In September 

of -97 as an Inspector when iou were asked in task 
cards, whether they were end-play checks or othemrlse 
@ record infomaation in p u r  capadty as an 
Inspector, where would you typlcatly record It? 

A Onthetaskcwdifthetaskcardhada 
place to cecord it. 

Q TMs task cad has no place. 
A Hasnopbce,no,sir. 
Q In the absence ofa  place on a task card to 

record a dial Indicator reading, where, as best you 
can recollect, would you have made such recordings b, 
September of 199n 

scratch Paper. 

a dipboard? 

A Robabtywwldhavenuade'emonapjece A 

Q Did you keep iike a pad of scratch paper en 

A Gemally you would have a Cnpboard that 

Q Now let's go to the next step. It says 
would have waw paper m It. 

-apply 2SO to 300 Inch pounds of toque to the 
horizontal stabll ' ir by shorting the resbalnlng 
fsxture and record dim1 indicator readlnga' 

I take It that It's Mr, -1 who applies 

prgca 

1 the torque to the s t a b l l i i  
2 A That'soorre& 
3 Q And do you recall In this Instance where 
4 between 250 to 300 Inch pounds of toque Mr, hzbeJl 
5 applied? 
6 A Ih'tmn-ay,m. 
7 Q DO you m n  appdmatelyl  . 
8 A Well, I vvould recall by what myself does 
9 and what I reqwstlfwe havea varialion in these. 

10 And thatLb split it, whlchwoddbe 275 inch pounds 
11 h this case. 
l 2  
l3 A cwrect It'stypkalpractice. It's 
14 optimum 
15 
16 readings." 
17 
18 on thls task card for the recording of dial Indicator 
19 readingr that you would have been the person to record 
20 them on your clipboard match papen 
21 ACPneff. 
22 Q Step 9 b romethlng that you inspect Le., 
23 Is that when the dial hrdicator reading goes back to 
24 rer0;Isthatcorrem 
25 AThatka#re& 

Q That would have been your typical practice? 

Q Again, It reflects -record dial Indicator 

I take It that given that there Is no place 
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1 Q 'then step 10 reflects that your going to 
2 then repeat steps 8 and 9 several times to ensure 
3 consistent results withtn a thousandths of an Inch; 
4 comct? 
5 ACprred  e 

6 Q krd how many Umes did Hr. Arbell apply €n 
7 aaordance - I take It with wbat your typical 
8 practice would have been - the 275 Inch pounds to the 
9 stabnizer as Indicated In step 8? 

10 How many times did you go through that 
11 process? 
12 A Rvetlmet. 
13 
14 fivetimes? 
15 A Yes,dr. 
16 QIsthat- 
17 . Why did p u  ihoose five times? 
u A Well, It was - three times would have been 
19 my". ButItwasonare-chedcancJXwantedb 
20 makeverysure thatwe werent getting a n y " e n t  h 
21 theMcator. AndsoItoldMr.Azbell,oneewedii 
a it three times, x MM ws do i ta cwrple more just 
23 toverifylt. 
24 Q Do you recall what the readings were that 
25 you got durlng the five times that you had Hr. Azbd 

Q Was that at your direction that you dSd R 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
30 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
la 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
u 

ChedCIv 
A Yes, slr. They were all 33 thousandths. 
Q Eachone? 
A Eachone. 
Q Had you ever seen an endplay reading os 

hfgh as .033 prtor to hrspecblng this endplay &e&? 
A N0,Sfr. 
Q Have you CMT seen a reading that high 

Ayes ~ 

Notmtheafruaft. Butfhaveseenthwe 
thathaveeMeofftheafiuafkthathavebeenchanged 
because dhlgh readings. 

Bulpersonalfy have I Inspected one that 
went that high? NO8 I have not seen one. 

ever seen? 

dnce? 

Q So this was the highest reading you had 

A C o r r r d  
Q ihal you pmoMlIy 1mpeCted;l 
A m n Y 8 Y e r  

MRRWW(EL: Iknowwesregettingdose 
to the end ofthe day. And before we keak Iwantb 
mark as the nextcxhlbiz I would like to mark as 
Exhibit 165 Mr. Minnette's lnterulew before the 
National m " i m  safety &ad that# at least my 

Page 71 

1 copy dcesnthave Bates numbers, butwa W-page 

3 M S . m  aeve,lhavetheBates 
4 "bers.Doyouwantthose? 
S MR FRANKB: Yeah. My cow doesn't have 

7 MR RUSHING: Achslly the problem, Mary, 
8 is- 
9 MS. UDDY: You can mark Ws me. 
10 MR-. That'sagoodldea. 
11 MRRIANKB: Wsfustmarkthat And 
12 rll get It copled over nlght 
13 MRRUSHING Thankyou. 
14 MRFRANKEL: Fhrkasthenwtexhbfth 
15 d e r  AA lJrsB 080330 through 0800347, Mr. M i " s  
16 interview before the " a 1  Transpottation Safety 
17 Board on February 16- 2000 as M W t  165. 
18 And would I just ask Mr. Mimette to M e w  
19 this ovemigM so that we can expedite prweedings in 
20 themomlngs. . 
21 (Defendants' Exhibit 165 
22 was marked for identmatiion) 
23 

25 though they" not Bates stamped - cirwlatecopies 

2 document'AndIwwld- 

' 6  Ebtesmanbers 

MR RVSHING Well do yhat Thank you. 
24 Woufd y~  SO just d d t e  - e ~ e n  

Ptgen 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
a 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 

19 
20 
2l 
22 
23 
24 
25 

ia 

Tor everyone. And we Hiill get copies ovemfght, I 
hpe. 

WSgOoffthereawd. 
MFL" ~sgoofftherecord. 
THE-W: Thlscondudesthe 

session h the deposrtion of Michael Minnette on 
July llth, 2002. We are off the mad at 534 p.m 

M R W K B :  ButwithrespecttotNs 
bansafpt I Mxdd be prepared to stlpubte that the 
owrt reporter be relieved of her obligations under 
the federal rules; that the ortgiml be sent b 
Mr. Rtldring and that Mr. Rushing make amngementr 
ww1 the witness b dgn It d e r  penalty of perluty, 
wittrtherequlrrmentof8nynotarybeingwafved. 

MRRUSHZNG Tharsfine. ssdaysf" 
rirstbdngrecehrecn 

MR FRANKEL: How about 307 
MR RUSHING: Thirty is probably going to 

do. 
M R  FW" You'll mafntain custody of 

the original bans&@ and nobfy us M n  30 days 
whether there have been any changes to any ofthe 
.testknony Mr. Minnette hasgiven to us. And if we are 
not so notif&, we will assume that it's been 
reviewed and no dwnges have been made. 
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1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 

MR RUSHING Thafsfine. 
MRRWVKEL: Just,areyouprrparedto 

keep custo6y dthe orlginal transcript and make R 
available tothe parties upon reasonable notloe? 

MILRUSHING Ilight 
MRRWVKEL: Iflrsforsomereason~ 

available, the original transaipt, we can dpdate 
thatacertifii copy can be used in Itsstead CIS tf 
it's a slgned atginat? 

MRRUSHING yqcorred 
I think W s  the standard stipulation we 

have been usingall the way along. 
(Ending time: 534 p.m.) 

Page 74 

1 
2 
3 
4 
S 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
ts 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 

I# the undersigned, dedare under penally 
of PerJuy that I have read the foregoing transaipt 
and I have made anycorrectbns, additions, w 
deletions that I was destrous of makfng; that the 
foregoing Isa true and aKlecttranstriptdmy 
testimonyeontalnedthereln. 

at 
"-daYd.a& 

Page 75 

1 STATEOFUU.IK)IUUIA ) 
2 
3 OWNlYOFSANFRANCISOO) 
4 I, JAN W. SERRA, CSR No. 8207, cerwied 
5 shorthandReporter,Certify: 
6' That the foregoing proceedings wece taken 
7 before me atthe time and place therein set forth, at 
8 which tbne the witness was put under oath by me; 
9 That the testimony dthe witness and an 

10 objections made at the time ofthe scamination were 
11 recorded ~ ~ t d c a ~  by me and were thereafter 
12 trambed; 
13 That the foregoing is 8 trW and awFect 
14 tra~ptofnryshorthandnoaeSsotaken. 
15 I further oertify that I am not a relathre 
16 or employee of any ateomey or of any of& parties, 
17 nor finandally Merested hr the aaon. 
18 I dedare wder the penalty of petjury 
19 under lhe laws dthe State dCalifomia that the 
20 foregolngistrueandcomxt 
21 Dated lhis July 19,2002. 
22 
23 
24 CertKiedstrOrthandRepwter 
25 

ppgc 76 

L 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 

I,  JAN W. SERRA, CSR No. 8207, cerwied 
Shorthand Reporter In the state of Califanla certlfy 
that the foregoing pages 1 through 76 amstit& a 
true and mrrect copy or the original depositton or 
MICHAEL MINNEITE, taken on July 11, ZOOZ 

the laws of the state of Califomla that the foregoing 
ktrueandcorrect. 

I dedare under penalty d perjury under 

Dated this July 19,2002 

15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 

23 
24 
2f 

JAN W. BRRA, CS.R No. 8207 

22 I 
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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

NOR-RIJ DISTRICT OF CALIFORNIA 

- - -  
IN RE AIa CRASH OFF POINT MUGU, ) 
CALIFORNIA, ON JANUARY 31, 2000. ) 

1 
) Case No. 
) 00-1343 CRB 
1 
1 
1 

VOLUME I1 - DEPOSITION OF 
MICHAEL MINNETTE 

-f JULY 12, 2002 

SAN FRANCISCO, *CALIFORNIA 

LTKINSON-BAKER, INC . 
ZOURT REPORTERS 
i Third Street, Sui te  625 
:an Francisco, California 94103 ' 
1115) 284-6930 

LEPORTED BY: JAN w. SERRA, CSR NO. e207 

'ILE NO. : 9C04983 
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1 u p J T T B ) s F A T E S ~ c T c o o R T  
2 "DISrRICToFwIFoRNuI, 
3 
4 nuREAIRQIAsHoRpoINTMuGu,) 

5 1 
6 

ON JANUARY 31,2000. ) 

) CaSeIJo. 

7 
i 

8 1 
9 

lo 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 taken on behatfd the Defendants, at685 Market 
17 Stm& SbUh Roor, Sa Frandsco, Callfomb 94105, 
18 anarendnp at 9:09 am., Way, hty l2,2002, before 
19 Jan w. sew CSR 8207. 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
2!i 

V o b ~ t t ~  U - deposltlon d Michael Mhette, 

Atkinson-Baker, Inc. 

, 2  (Pages 78 to 81) 

1 
MENDE!j&MouNT 

725southFiguemasbpet 
2 ev:-s.tuacn,EsQ. 
3 19thAoor 

4 (213)955-7700 
5 

6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 

. Los Anpeles, QtifosTda 90017-5419 

ALSO" . FATCYGOtTcHR0,VIDEOGRAPHW 

1 XNOEX 
2 WlTES!A MIQWLMINNEITE 

PAGE 
63,195 
119 

143 
174 
192 

PAGE 

PAGE 
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THE VIDEOGRAPHW: Thls is the videotape 
depwttlan of Michael Minnette, day two, taken on 
behalfofthedefendantthe80eIngCompanyand 
McDonnell Dougfas Corporation In the matter of In Re 
Air (=rash Near Point Mugu an January 3% 2OOO. This 
case Isvenwed In the U n W  States D w r i c t ~  
Northem Dtstrkt d Califomfa. The MDL docket 
number Is 00-1343-CRB. 

Street In San Francisco, Canfornla on JuIy 12,2002 
The Vfdeo operator k Missy Fortunato'd PES Video 
senrke. Main office h Fresno, Califomla. 

The murk repwter k Ian Sem of 
Atkinson-Baker court Reporting, bcated In Glendale, 
Qlffwrda. We are going on the record at 
appmxlmatefy 909 a.m. 

MI1 cuunsel please state their appearances 
forthe record. 

MR FRANKEL: SLeVe Frankel, on behalf 
defendants the W n g  Company end McDonnefl Douglas 
corporatkn. 

MR HULTQUIS: Michael Hultqutst, OD 
behalf ofthe Bwlng Company and McDonnell Douglas 
Corporatton. 

MR TOPEL: Marc Topel, PSC 

7hlsdeposittonisbelngheldat685Market ' 

plgt 82 

1 MF4.BCM.E: KevlnEloyle,px 
2 
3 behatforAlaskaAlllines. 
4 MRMASSN: QtrIsHickey,onbehaKof 
5 Eqldlon. 
6 MR MASSEY: Shalem Maw, same. 
7 
8 behaifofswimcompa~. 
9 MR READ: Greg Read for Shell. 

10 MEVIMOGRAPHER: WItheowrtreporter 
11 @ease swear In the wltness. 
12 
13 MICHAEL MMNEITE, 
14 
15 txamfnedandWfiedasfolfcws: 
16 
17 EXAMINATION 
18 
19 BYMRFRANICEL: 
20 
2l 
22 continuation of your deposltion? 
23 A Yes,dr. 
24 Q When we broke yesterday we were discussing 
25 the readings that were received after having done or 

Page 83 

MR RUSHING: Good "lng. Don Rushing on 

M5. LDDDY: Good "lng. Mary uddy, on 

having first been duly affirmed, was 

Q Good moming, Mr. Minnette. 
Are you prepared to proceed wkh the 

Atkinson-Baker, Inc. 

1 in the process ofdolng the reoond @-play check on 
2 September 30th of 1997. 
3 Do you reCal1 than 
4 ACorrrd  
5 Q Am 1"- do yW -11 whether k 
' 6 was you or Mr. &!Ai that made the recordings of the 
7 readings on a Lcratdl pad or some o k  way? 
8 A NO, sir, I dent mu wh~ch one of us 
9 madeanyreadigs Qtfwewrotethemdormevenon 

10 asaatchpad I c a n ' t d .  
11 Q Was It your typlcar practice back %I 
12 September 1997, when there was no place on the task 
13 card for recarding readings, for p u  to make such 
14 notations on your sua- pad on your dipboardt 
15 A No,Sir,Idon'tbelieveso. Becausethe 
16 check goes nlaUvely quick and It doesn't require a 
17 memory. 
18 Butthere kno place to recordanythingb 
19 make it official, so I W d  have to say no. 
20 Q wlth respect to the readings, let's just 
21 turn to -bit 230 If you &!I. 

23 Q I'm foarslng on the second sentence In the 
24 CQrreCtive action: 'Found end play to be withln 
25 limlts ,033 for step LT and .OOi for step LZ' 

22 A(Qmplykig) 

1 
2 dear, but I thought you testified yesterday, at  least 
3 with respect to the end-play check that's set forth In 
4 step U, that your readhgs were Identical each time 
5 the test was performed; that is, each time the 
6 restraining fixture was torqued the reading an the 
7 dial Indicator was ,033 each and every one of the five 
8 tSms that it was done? 

10 Q W~th regard to step ir, which we haven't 
11 focused upon, rtep 12 on page two of Exhibit 126? 
12 A Yeqslr. 
13 Q - that is concerning wlth cheddng free 
14 play between the jadcxrew and upper support to see 
15 that It does not exceed .OXO inches; k that right? 

17 Q And am I correct that the -play check 
18 was also done five separate times? 
19 A 'lhafsa#rea. 
20 Q And what toor, FS any, is used to do the 
21 free-play portion ofthis test? 
22 A Sametypeofgaugethat4usedforthe 
23 otherone. 
24 
25 A Rcstrainfngfixtum 

I justwant to make LWP thatthe reEwd is 

9 A "correct 

16 AIII~~S- . 

Q Et's the restraining fixture? 

1-800-288-33 76 
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Q Not the go no go tool? 
A No, sir. 
Q Now, alter you had done both the -lay 

and end-play check, or Mr. Arbell had done the 
*play and end pray checks five tlmes, what If 
~mng did you do after those tests were completed? 

What was the next thing, If anythSng, that 
you did concernSng this test? 

A 1beneveItddMr.AzbellloWshup 
the paperwork and bring it to me and we would take 
csreofthesignaffs. Bwasgettfngtowardsshtft 
cnd 

time? 
A Iwwld-ltwaddbehardtohay. BULI 

know - if1 remember- the sun was just 
starting - RMS probawdow to five 0'- In 
the maning. 

Q You went back to your office? 
A Yes,dr. 
Q Did you have any hnther conversatlon with 

You mentioned that he had come to your 

. 

Q So that would have been approximately what 

Mr. Hensel about thls second end-play teSn 

office with Mr. Azbell somethe in the 1 or 2 o'dodc 
a" period of September3Oth to ask you to do the 

PPgcN 

1 
2 
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10 
11 
12 
l3 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 

second end-play test 

Mr. Hensel, did you have another conversation with hfm 
durlng the graveyard shift on September 30th 
concemlng the second end-play test or the results of 
the second end-play test? 

A AsfarasIcankll,yes,therewasa 
stmttoonwsation gMng him the rendlsdtlre tests 
because hewas, he had to get ready for his Mnover. 
Irememberthd 

Q Where did that conversation plke place? 
Was that in your office or in some other 

location? 
A No. No. Ithinkkwasuponthetail 

stand. 
Q Was Mr. Hensel present whlle the second 

end-play check was being performed? 
A Idon't recall that hewas therefpr the - 

I ddtreEan him going up hitiany WWI Mr. kbetl 
and-. 

But1 have avague prcatreththewas- 
there at the end. 

Wch as far as I can remember he was there 
~hewasasklngabwfltforhlstumowr. rm 
sure,rmnaewswhatwasgofngon. Thatkt0 

After you had that conversation with 

~ 
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the best of my recollection. 
Q Do you recall in sum or in ntbstance what 

he  said at that time when he  was on the tall as the 
test was b e h g  completecn 

A No, W n g  other than hewaswantlng to 
'know whatthe results were for hktumaver. 

Q Did you tell hfm what the results were or 
did Mr. AzbeP? 

A IknowIdid. Ibelieveweprobablyboth 
did. 

Q What did you teIl  hlm as best you can 

A BestIcanrecollectwasjust~nghim 
the, that we had a passfng "entd33 
thwsandths. 

Q what If anything, did Mr. Hensel say In 
reSg0nSef 

A That, I don't remember. 
Q Was that the extent of your discussion with 

Mr. Hensel, simply reporting on the rerub of t h e  
passlng measurement of . O s ?  

A I don't mal any SPedfKs if there was 
anytfilng else stated or not 

Q Apart from Mr. Hensel beIng present at the 
end af the  test on t h e  tail with you and Mr. &bell, 

m n e c t l  

Page 88 

1 was anyone else that you can recotlet3 present on the 
2 alraaft on the tall stand other than you, Mr. Azbell 
3 and Mr. Hensel at the urd dthe check? 
4 A I"suretherewereotherpeopleonthe 
5 aircraft someplace. But I don't recall there was 
6 anybodyonthetailstand. 
7 Q Other than reporting the resulk to 
8 Hr. Hense18 do you recall - and obviously discussing 
9 the test as I t  was proceeding with Mr. Asbell as it 
10 was gotng on - do you mall whether ypu spoke with 
11 anyone else about thls second end-play test on 
12 September 30th from the tfme you were fifst asked to 
13 petform it until the time you completed tt? 
14 A Fl0,slr. 
15 
16 the test was completed and you had phren the resub 
17 toMr.&lx!ll? 
18 A Ibeneveco. 
19 Q Withrespecttothetf%whatkthenexL 
20 event you real l  c o n d n g  the completion of thls 
21 end-play test that took place on the graveyard shift 
22 of September 3Oth, Z99n 
23 A Ihavesome~gre"orks,krtIcan't 
24 &kb- 
25 I re"bertaMng to a couple people as I 

Q Dfd you then rebrm to p u r  office after 

p-89 
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1 wentacrossthefloor. ButIdontrememberithat 
2 was-itwasju!5tbeforeIwasleaving. 
3 
4 they sald to you? I f  not the precise words the 
5 substance. 
6 A ThesubstaKeofitwasthatwedidthe 
7 chedcandRwas33thousandthskwhatwegd And 
8 Untwas pretty much, as far as I can recal!, any 
9 major- I mean itwas nothing - I h ' t  rememberthe 

10 totalcmvf3&ons. 
11 Q And you don't recall who you made those 
12 aimmentsto? 
l3 A Well, I believe one might - well, h 
14 almostsureItalkedtoUtcinthemomlng. sutf 
15 didn't get into - ut0 Bautista -and I believe1 
16 did see him that morning. 
17 
18 A Right 
19 
20 A W  
21 
22 thattime? 
23 A ~ t ' s c o m x L  
24 
25 

Q Do you recall what If anythfng you said or 

Q This is 8s your chHt was ending? 

Q You ran to Mr. BaUtirta? 

Q Who was an Inspector on the day chlft at 

EUt I don't recall - I didn't run - we 
jrrst happened to meet - he was on his way tD either 

-90 

~~ ~- ~~ 

1 thetfmedodcorwhabever. 
2 
3 we redid the test, and I sald yes and we got 33 
4 thousandthk 
5 
6 talklngtoUtoata!l. 
7 
8 response? 
9 

10 exactly. 
11 
12 would have said? 
13 A No. 
14 Iknowhesaldtheygot40. Andhehad 
15 writtent31eMIGIbelieve. 8utIdon'trecatl-I 
16 don't want bo speadate on what was sald because I 
17 don'tmemb&rRthatwell. Etwasveryshort We , 
18 didn'tspend a lotoftlme on It 
19 Q So this was a - you happen to run Into him 
20 as he was comlng on to his shift and you rimply 
21 exchanged Information concerning your test and his 
22 resu!tInpasslng? 
23 A Yes. 
24 
Z5 Hr. Arbell retum with Exhibit U O  at some point after 

Page 91 

And If1 remember correctly heasked me C 

And that k badcalry all I remember of 

CJ Did Mr. BautSsta say anything to you In 

A rm sure he may have. But I don't mn 

Q Do you recall any substance of what he 

Q After retumfng to your office did 

Atkinson-Baker, Inc. 

1 thetestwascompleted 
2 A Yes8rtr. Itwam'tbolongaberIgot 
3 backthere, Idon'trecanthetime. IIUIOWR 
4 w a ~  - I t~a~obviwrs ly  before I l e f t k a u ~  I tdd 
5 him It had to be done before we got aff shift as far 

7 Q So sometime near the end of the shift, 
8 before run into Mr. butista, am f correct that 
9 Exhiblt l30 k retumed to you and fs it fully signed 

10 off above the line where It says "final inspeeion by 
11 baw 
12 Old It have Hr. &bell% dgnatwe on It 
13 when you next caw It and Hr. Hensel's En the k 4 e w e d  
14 bfboxl 
15 A Yes8sir. 
16 
17 after Mr. Bautkta8 when I met hbn 1 don't mil. 
18 
19 before you actually saw ExhibR 130 rgaln? 
20 ACorre& 
21 Q What If - when you received Exhblt WO, 
22 do you recall whether It was one page or a mul-page 
23 HIG4atthattime? 
24 A Itwashrro-page. 
25 QTwowges? 

' 6  asfilling1soutI"berthat 

And I dosly recan If It was prior to or 

Q So you could have mn into Hr. Baucista 

-92 

1 A Yeah. 
2 Q Awhlte copy and .. 
3 A Awhlteapyandamanllacopy. 
4 Q When you had seen It initially on, In the 
5 early morning hours of September 3Oth, 1997, had It 
6 just been the ma& copy that you had seen Mt&ny? 
7 A Yes,&. 
8 Q So now you had seen -the white copy was 
9 married, if you will, to the manila copy when you next 

10 saw it aRer comlng off the aircraft? 
11 &Come& 
12 Q DidMr.AzbelIjust69pitofforclidhe 
13 walt for you to do romethlng with it? 
14 A ThatIdwr'tlecan. 
15 Q Do you rem11 what you did with Exhibit 130 
16 once' you R sometime near the end ofthe 
17 rhlft? 
18 A IwouldstampIt,putmynumberonit,take 
19 It back Into the production conbd and dose It out 
20 inthebook. 
21 Q DoyourecaIlwho,whetherRwas 
22 Mr. Azbell or Mr. Hensel that brought the form, the 
23 MXG-4, on September 30th back to you? 
24 A PrlortomedgnIngitofR 
25 QYes. 

Page 93 
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A 'ThatIdon'tWn. ~ m i e ~ i t w a ~  

Q After you put your, what Irthe, what Is 

Mr. Arbea. But I can't really verify that because 
the lead Wm do it scnneUlmes. 

your underrtanding as far as Alaska AlrISnes practices 
backlnSeptemberofl997tsrepresentedbyyou 
placing your stamp and I\ltic number Ln the final 
inspection by back box hr the bottom left-hand comer 
of Exhbit n o ?  

PIR. RUSHING: objection. Es vague. 
&€?you asking what hisstamp in thetawer 

left-hand oomer slgrdfies h the 1997 time frame? 
MR.FRANKEL:&. 
I thougMmyquestion was that- 1 said: 

Whatk ywrunderstandlng as far as Alaska Ahlines' 
practices back in Septemberof 1997 as rep.ewnted by 
him @acing his Aamp and kt ic number In that field? 

MR.RusHING: Thanks. 
mWlTNEss: Bymepbdngmystamponthe 

final krspection by back box I" statinp that1 
witneffedarevlewedthe check, beenthroughthe 
check cor been thrargh the repair, whatever it happens 
to be, and I cew that it's certlfiab(e; that Ks 
corred 

Q Now, you understood at the time that, after 
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you received the resulk of .033 that there was a 
difference of seven thousandths betweem what 
Mr. 8autista reported In hls dlsoepancy on 
Ddrlblt UO;  didn't you? 

A Drred 
Q Did you talk with anyone to try to get 

an understanding as to what the difference of 7 
thousandths of an hxh would be caused by? 

A Norir,notthatIre"ber. 

Q MR FRANKEL So you never, In the btief 

' 

MR. TOPEL: I couldn't hear pur answer. 
MEWlTNESS: Msfr,notthatI"ber. . 

&sawion that you had ~ 5 t h  Mr. lautista on 
September 30th ms he may have been coming to workto 
begin hls shift, you didn't Uy to engage h (L 

substantive disatsslon with hlm to try to see how you 
could recondle this 7 thousandths of an Inch 
difference between the two tests? 

A Un,nosk,notthatIremember. 
Q You never spoke with plr. Balabat the 

mechanlc who performed the Wst end-play testwiUI 
Mr. Bautista, to by to iscertain from him why there 
were differences In the two readings? 

A No,&. I 

Q Do pu r e d l  havlng a discussfon with 

P;lge% 
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1 Cnpne else, either on September 30th ot 1997 or at 
2 any time immediately thereafter, where you tried to 
3 understand why two endplay tests were done apparentty 
4 multipIe times In each case and these different 
5 .readinas were obtained? 
6 A I believe I mentlcmed R t o  Manny Mat 
7 that, what the differen= - but1 never -that there 
8 wasthed"ce .  
9 mxdon'trecancverbelng, pettino hto 
IO a discussion specffidy with anybody as to why those 
11 dIfferwcesoceurred. Andtothebestofmy 
12 knowfedge,nobodycver~dupanyopinfons. 
l3 
14 this disutsdon with hlm? 

16 Q Supervisor of Inspections? 
17 A h - m  
18 
19 on the gmveyard shift? 
20 A Ifmemorysmesmeeorredly8MannyDlaz 

22 partkulartime ofthis I believe Re was, he came in 

Q Hr. Dlaz was In what posltion when you had 

15 A k W a S 8 S U ~ .  

Q Was he the supenrkor on the day hlft or 

21 wastupervtswongraveyardshiR. Butathat 

u on 8 ~ v s h m ,  rorwhat reason I don't IBWW what but 
24 that hama 8 bt; *e# they Qef moved 

- -  . ._ 25 around. Because f dld see hbTl h the momlng. 
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Q So is It your recollection that you had 
thls discussion wlth Mr. Diaz sometime at the end of 
your shlft or the beginning of hls shift on the 
morning of September 30% 1997t 

witness' testimony. 

Mannyonthemomingofthe30th. 

MRRUSHING Objectton. Misffatesthe 

ME m E s s :  Yes, I Udnk I did talk with 

Q MRFRANKEL: Otherthan- 
Can you recall in sum or in substance what, 

where you saw Mr. Dhz, first of all, and what If 
anything you sald to him or he said to you concerning 
the endplay check? 

A Isawhimanthehangar. AndI t aWa 
rWe bit as we walked towards the krspectlon office, 
WNCh is right next to their klefurg room. 

I said, to the best of my knowledge I told 
him that we had gatten 33 thousandths reading and that 
the MXG was compIete. The check appeared to be good. 
And Ididn'thow, I had noocplanation o r " ~ ~ a s  
towhytherewasadifferena. IdobelleveItold 
him that 

Q Did- 
A Butthatwas-heaskedmeaqwsetoh Oh 

boy. H e a s k e d m e a ~ w h e t h e r I ~ o u r  

pogcm 
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1 chedcwasgood. Andfaldyes. 
2 
3 wenttothebriefingasfarasIcanre"ber.That's 
4 about~Ican~ememberoutofthatmmrwatla R 
5 wasveryshortalso. 

4 6 Q And Hr. Ofaz was the only other person 
7 present, apart from yourself, that would have heard or 
8 partfdpated in that conversation? 
9 A Yes,&. 
10 
11 do anythlng eke that you can recollect spedficaHy 
12 as it rererences Exhlblt u0.r 
u A IbeneveIhadalreadytakencareofthe 
14 papemrorkatihatume. "tposlthreofthat 
l5 though. 
16 
17 to go home. But ltwas - I  don't remember lfthls 
I8 
19 Ume or if It was completed prbr to me reelng 
20 Mr.Maz. Mytimehpekoff. I d o n ' t h .  
21 Q Af+r you kft on September 3Mh, I Wnk 
22 you W e d  yesterday the next day, whldr would have 
23 been the graveyard rhlft that would have started on 
24 the evenlng of September 30th but ended on O-ber Zst 
2!j and the graveyard drlft that would next precede that 

And that's kind ofwhere we parted. He 

Q Dld you Pen leave for the day or did you 

It wasn't that long after that that1 left 

paperwork was completed (iM owstandpolntathat 

p-98 

1 or would next follow that, I should say, that would 
2 begin on the evening of October l s t  and end on . 
3 October 2nd, that tbose, as best you could recollect, 
4 would have been your days off? 
5 A fbefieveso,yes. 
6 Q Do you have any reconeellon of having any 
7 Qiscusslons concemfng this end-play checkor the MIG, 
8 or thls HIG-4, Exhibit 230, wlth anyone after, at 8ny 
9 time after your shift ended and you mtumed home on 
10 September 3Oth, X99R 
11 A No. 
12 Q In your capacity as an Inspector at the 
13 time of your second end-play check, did you have any 
14  knowledae or understanding 8s to when Alruaft 961 
15 would next have end-play check concemlng the 
16 Jackscrew assembly In terms of what the Interval would 
17 be; when It would next go through that procedure? 
18 A Yest&. Tothebestofmyrwollection, 
19 that would be every other c-chedconcethey rtaRed bD 
20 checks. AndIdon'tmemberwhatspedficnumberof 
21 chedosta~thosecheds. Butosrcetheystarted,I 
22 beaeveltwascveryo!bercshedt 
23 Q Was it your understanding that Gchecks ' 

24 back In the September 1997 time period occurred - at 
25 least for HD-80 alruart - approximately every t5 

pllgcs 
. . .  
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months? 
A ItholPgMlt~a~l3mb~t-1- 

Q Dopuknowthat-~puawarethat8t 
it W a S j W t  Over 8 W r ' S  pertod O f U m  

some poSnt St was S3 months and Rchanged from Z3 
months to l5 months at some time during the bte 
199OsP 

A ftcwrclhave. rmnotawareofthat,no. 
Q So at least accepting p u r  numbers, the 

end-play chedc on this j a d w e w  assembly, If it 
owurredeveiyotherGthe&,Rwouldnotbechwked 
agaln for approximately 26 months; is that correct? 

A Thatkcorred 
Q Plow, we had marked yesterday the statement 

that,, or  tntervfwv that you provided to the National 
Transportation Safety Board as Exhlbft 165. And I 
asked you while you recessed at the end of the day 
yesterday, today hopefully have 8 chance to k o k  a t  
that and that I would have some questions concemlng 
it here thlr momlng. 

Did you have an 0ppOrtunIty to revlew the  
transcript of your Intenfiew, Hr. Minnette? 

A Yes,&. 
Q Itakeftthatyourecallhavlngbeem 

Interviewed by the M S E  back In February of 2000; k 
Page loo 

1 thatcorrect? 

3 Q Prior to giving thls testimony - and I 
4 think p u  testified yeskrday that you did have - dld 
5 you have meetings with countel for Alaska AIffines 
6 prior to the t h e  that you sat for thls Intetvlew? 
7 A Yes,dr. 
6 Q Butnobodyclse? 
9 A Nqtir. 
10 
11 back In February, on Nbruarp Mth, 2000, were true 
12 and correct to the best of your knowledge ~ n d  
l3 Information at the time? 
14 A Yes,slr,attheUt'ne. 
ls Q Have you reviewed the transcript? 
16 A Yes,drtIdid. 
17 Q Did you find \n p u r  review of the 
18 transcript of your Intervtew any lnaccuradesthatyou 
19 want to can to our attention here this momlng? 
20 A Um, the fitst one was my A arid P mechanfls 
21 dateshorddhavebeen1985. Formylicenseasopposed 
22 bl19&4,whtthkwhenI~~. 
23 Q And that would be - are you referring to 
24 page four, fine 16P 
25 A C o r r r d  

2 A marsaxred 

Q The answers that you provided to the NTSB 

Page 101 
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1 Q So you think that that should be changed 
2 based on when you actually oblaSned your license, and 
3 that would have been 1985? 
4 A Yes, sir, January of 1985. 
5 Q Okay. Any Other h-de that Want 
6 to can to our attention based on your review of 
7 ExhibEtSS? 
8 A ' I h ~ w w l d b e ~ t h a t - k t ' s s e e .  
9 There was a questla In here abaut 

11 In time I could not remember anyone else king up 
U therebutRonandmyself. 
l3 Q RonAzbell? 
14 A Ronkbell,correct 
15 MR. RUSHING: Tat2 a look at page 14 and 
16 seelftha~stherefemceyou'rereferrlngto. 
17 MEWIlNESS: O h , t h e o n e I w a s r e f ~  
18 toisonpageseven,linebrvo. Itsays,"Andwhere 
19 washewhenthebrspwtfonwasdone~ Andatthat 
10 partiadarpointInUme1couldnatre"ber. But 
U over Ume -1getlime bits and pieces bak for 
U whateverreasonIdon'tlolow. 
u 
14 thestandatthecndofthecheck. AndIWnistand 
L5 bythatstat"L Atthtspofntintime1wasvery 

LO M r . ~ f ; r a ~ t h e t h l r d p e r r r x l .  Atthatpdnt 

Bull stated today OfcolJKe that he was 011 

. Ppgetaz 

1 fnrsbated.ImeanIwas- 
2 NR. TOPEL: At which potnt h time? 
3 T H E W I T "  Atthepointintimeofthe 
1 NTSBIwas,therewasabtofpiesnrreandvery 
5 crusbatlng; In total disbelief that this actually 
6 'happened and Leven had my name on &so- 
7 Butthat's - other than that I believe, 

9 mat would affect a h  I breve my answer 
LO at the tlme on page 14. 
11 MR RUSHING What would affectl 
12 THEih"ES.9 ThefactthatIrememberROJl 
13 belngupthereattheendofthatdredc 
14 NR. RVSHING b there a partladar 
15 demcedthatyarcangtvetaMr.Franken 
16 THE m E S . 9  The reference would be the 
17 questionsdcedonllne10. Andmyanswerfix" 
18 13. 
19 Q M R  FRANKEL: So tn response to the 
10 question that Or. Crawley asks it says, "Now, when you 
I1 were up dolng thls check do you recall were - was 
t2 anybody else lop there besides the three of you?" 
u Mr. Hinnette: "I don't even reell that ' 

14 there was more than Ron and I up there.' 
6 * And now what you have recollected here to ' 

Page 103 

8 fOrthe&part- 

1 us heretoday k that you recollect that atthe end of 
2 thechedcMr.Henselwaspresentonthetan? 
3 A Thatkcone& 
4 Ibelievethe rest Bppea rsto be- 
5 Q Let me direct you to a couple of other 
6 'poaons of your statement First, if you could tum 
+7 to page seven line 14 through Ine l 7  - 
9 Q -0fofIt165. 
10 
11 talk to the people that did the original Inspeclion 
12 that came up wIth the 40 thousandths?" And p u r  
13 response Is: .No rlr?. 
14 A Nosfr. ~ s c m e c t .  Andatthattime, 
15 thatwasthearwnrerfgave. AndIreallzetodaythat 
16 IhavesaldMr.Barff[sta. AndIdon'tkxMlwhenI 
17 recalledthat 
18 I have been byfng Lo get myselfto realize 
19 whathappenswithallthetalkthatgoesonwlththe 
20 hangar, what time frame everything is devehxlng. And 
21 rmc"d,myself ,  that 1 &dspedfy somhlngto 
22 Mr. Bautista hthemwning, and Ialsotatkedbp 
23 Manny Dlaz at the time. 
24 
25 investigation kr any capadty by the FAA? 

8 A (complyfngl 

You see Dr. Crawlws question: "Did you 

Q Are you aware, clr, that Ma Dfaz is under . 

p.ge 104 

1 A Yes sir, f m  aware that he's - 
2 Q What Is your understanding of the 
3 Investigation that's pending against Mr. Diaz? 
4 A Ihavenobrowledgeofwhathls 
5 tnwstigationk. 
6 
7 know about any lsntes InvoMng Mr. Diaz and 

Q What Is your understanding - what do you 

8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24. 
25 

Investigations? 
MRRUSHING: Obfectlon. Vague. 
Are you talking about an FA4 lnvestlgatlon 

of Mr. Olaz? 
MR FRANKEL: Anylnvestigatioh He says 

wantto probe what the extent of his knowledge k 
THE M E S S :  The only thing I" aware of 

that hewas Involyed with kthe John Leotlne. That3 
the only thlng, as far as I know, that he's Envohred 
in. 

Q M R  FRANKEL: When you say "the 
tohn Leotine Inddent,. to what are you referring? 

A I"feferringbyhentheR3IandFAAcame 
b the fadlily and odered everybody in the other 
room and keptcverybodytherewhlle they did whahever 
they were dolng. matLaboutas much is I know about 
that whole krddent 

Page 105 

that he's 8" that h& Under ~nveStigatfon. 
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1 
2 A Idontrememberthedate. 
3 Iwastherewhentheydidk Iwasjust 
4 "hrpofFsNRandIhadtostayfora~le. But1 
5 don'tremembertheexactdate. 
6 Q Do you recan whether that happened prkw 
7 0 the crash of Alaska flight 261 or after? 

9 Q I n  respect to September 30th, l997, whkh 
10 k the date of the MIG-4 that we have been taking 
11 about that you were! involved h - 
l 2  A c o m d  
l3 Q - performing the recond end-play check 
14 and the aash of AI& AlrIhes flight 26% on 
15 January 3% ZOOO, can you help us narrow the c a p e  
16 of when, between the end of September 1997 and the end 
17 of January 2000, the FAA and the 
18 Hangar 6 whUe y ~ u  were there durlng the @raveyard 
19 &If&? 
HI A 1dwlYre"berWbedate. ldon'teven 
21 "bertheyearthattheycameh. 
22 Q Youknowthatkwas-Itaketafter 
23 September 30th 1997 that the WI arrived, the FBS and 
24 the FAA arrhfed? It was after you had finished the 
25 C-check, I mean the cnd-play test? 

Q When did # a t  oauR 

8 A IbenweItwmPrfw. 

showed up at 

pogc mi 

1 A Ibelieveca hnotpostttveonany 
2 date. 
3 Q When you say that thSs involved 
4 Mr. Lrotine, what does your reference to Hr. LeoDlne 
5 have to the FAA, FBI anlvlng at the Oakfand fadlSty 
6 sometbe between September 30th 9 7  and January 3124 

8 A Well, the only thing l" aware of k that I 
9 was told that some papees had been taken to theFAA 
10 whkh supposedly were krcwnplete or whatever. And 
11 thstLwhatcausdthlslmrestlpatlartostart And 
12 suppwedfy, from what1 underrtand or what1 was told, 
13 Mr.LeotlnewastheonewhotDokthepaperr 
14 Q WhotoldyouthaW 
15 A Oh,1donthaveayMea. Imean,that 
16 was golng around the hangar. 
17 
18 thoseenegationn 
19 A No,&. 

21 Incomplete doarmentatSon or paperwork referencedl 
22 A Na kceptforonecaflthatIqotPrcJn 
23 sanebodyadQngmeaboutanUemIhadstampedoffon 
24 one dthe tadc cards, whldrwasf believe a flnal 
25 chedrandreleasetasksrdwhlchhadtadowltha 3 

7 zooo;r, 

Q DSd you ever speak with Mr. LeotSne about 

20 Q Doyouknowwhatfn4nyrlredfictumsthlt 

Rge 107 
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1 walkaroundandcheddngthatalfthedoonwere 
2 dosed AndtheyaskedmeifIhadd&ced,tfI 

4 because I would have voided out the individwl 
5 sIg"ttratsaidhedosedthemall. cullwent 

' 6 aroundwas~ndcheckedthatallthedoonweredosed 
7 beforedepa~ontheafrcraft (sk)kdXdony 
8 remembrwhattheairuaftnumberwas. 
9 Q Doyoutecanwhoaskedpuaboutthat 
10 inddent? 
11 A Itwasalawyerlbelieve. 
12 Q ForAlaskaAlrlines? 
u A uh,~think rmasrutningthafLwhoit 
14 =,Yes. 
15 Q Apart from your understandlng of 
16 proceedings or an hertigation behg pending agaSnst 
17 Hr. Maz, am you aware of any investigations ofmy 
18 rort that are pending against any other Alaska 
19 employees at Hangar 67 
20 A IlnowIbeue~eGreg"antuk-whoI 
21 puess yw rpoke with yesteday - I donyknaw if he's 
22 under one now or KKs done or what k bwdved with 
23m 
24 I guess that was withkhn Leotlne also. 
25 And 1 believe fohn NannyIth!nkwas 

3 openedthedoontDCkckanything. AndIsaidno 
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1 anotherone. Allsupemas 
2 Q JohnNanny? 
3 A Yes. 
4 Q What shift did he work on? 
5 A HeLalwdysbeendaysIbeUeve. 
6 Q Are y w  aware of anyone else that either 
7 has had proceedings and invdgatlon by the FAA or 
8 FBI pendinp or conduded against them concemlng any 
9 matters at Hangar 6 at the Alaska Airlines fadlity? 
10 A No,&. 
11 Q Now let me direct your attention to page 
12 elaht of your statement Xt'a the questioning 
U beglnning on line lo. 
14 Mr. Mdinl: "If it were at 40 thousandths, 
15 when would be the next time that would be rechedced; 
16 doyouknow?' 
17 Mr. Minnette: '3 believe If1 can, Iff 
18 may, my memory serves me correctly, tt is every other 
19 Dchedc. 
20 Hr. McGIIl: 'okay: 
2l Then Hr. Hinnette: .For uaska Airlines- 
22 And Mr. McGiII: 'So that would put R about 
23 30 months; Is that care&?' 
24 Mr. Minnette: .Roughly, yes' 
25 Is that consistent with your recollection 
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1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 

today, Mr. Minnette, that a ochedr takes place every 
l 5  months, or Is Revery l 3  months? 

which is why I said roughly, yes. 
At some time slightly over two years It 

" e ~  badt again I know that 
IkwIw-rmnotsureaftheocactmonths. 

like I told you tMs "Ing, I thought ltwas $3. I 
don't know Umt it has an exact date. I believe they 
arebasedoohours. 

13 of your statement. And I" focusfng on Kne 17 
through 20. 

Q On, it's 8 question that Mr. &lie poses 
to you on line 17: -Were the readings all five times 
exactty the same, do you recalI?" 

Mr. Mlnnette: "I don't recall. To the 
best of my knowledge, I would have to say so." 

Hr. Leslie: That they were?" 
Mr. Minnette: That  they were.- 
Your teshmony here today was that you 

appeared to be certaln today that the readings were 
833 predsely each of the five times that the second 
end-play test was performed. And you seemed to be 

A Well,Idontknowtheexactdate. 6ut, 

Q Let me direct your attention then to page 
. 

A (-PwQ) 

. Page110 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 

somewhat uncertain about that badc in February of 
2000. 

And the reason1 say that k because Iwas, 

I mean, It takes m t l m e  and Itk taken 

A Thatkaxred 

thepressrewasgreat AndIkurWwegot33 
thousandthsonthat 

me a kt of time to deal with this. But I'll stand 
behind my fad that they Were 33 tf#rusndthr 

Q The statement the testimony, the Interview 
that you provided to the NTSB, you provided that , 
testimony tnRhhrlly and accurately to the best of 
your knowledge a t  the time you gave yourstatemen% Is 
thatcorrect? 

A ThatLco~yes,s l r .  
Q You did LO just u If you were under oath; 

A C o r r e & ,  
Q Mr. Minmttei I guess I just want to ask 

you a couple of questions. 
We'rre taken testimony from a variety of 

Alaska witnesses over the last two or t ime weeks and 
you have a very vlvid memory of the events that 
occurred in the September 1997 time period concemlng 
thls ocheck In conbast to the memory of a lot of 

correct? 

ppge 111- 

1 other people who partfdpated In these dredrt and 
2 tests whose memory Is not very 0006 f mealy they know 
3 that they dpned documents and thlngs ofthat sort 
4 Can you txy to explaln for us rvhy you have 
5 such a dear reconedon of these events? 
6 HILWSHINGObjecttothe 

8 asargumentntlveandhwropersumryandstaUng 
9  fads not h evldence northat Wm be h evldence 

10 Go ahead and answer, rlr. Why do you have 
11 suchrdearrewkctbnoftheseevents? 
12 
now 
14 MRTOPEL rmsony- whatstandsoun 
xi ME-S Isay,certaineventsWm 
16. stand wffthtuughwt h e .  
17 AtthetLnethatwedldthIscheck,oUier 
18 than the fadthat we had the seven thousandths 
19 difference, nothing really Itood out 
20 
21 cDmebadratdIRerrnttlmes. ImlghtbedrMngdarm 
22 the hlghway or doing anythtng and - butthtshas 
23 pbyedonmymtndbrakngtlme. Andbyar 

2!j everythIngwent,notMgwasdonewmng. Inmymtnd, - 

7 dw"hthatprrcededtheultbTlateqUew0n 

A I don't realty know. certafn events stand 

Arm goes on -1mean latlethhgs 

24 brow -e "tin my mind, =Star the chedc Md 
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~ 

1 bothchedrswerevalld Bothweregoodcheds. 
2 Q HRFRANKEL Thefirstehedcand- 
3 AThefirstctredcandthesemndchedL And 
4 1 c a n ' t s a y f r o " y ~ S t t h a t t l m e t h a t o n e  
5 wasmasecorrectthantheotkoneorwrojlg. 
6 Q Sinm I want to f o a s  on the perlod aftei 
7 the crash, have you been Involved In doing InspeCtions 
8 of end-play tests slnce the aash of hlaska Airlines 
9 FIight261t 

10 A Yes,slr. 
11 Q On about how many d o n s ?  
12 A End-p&ycheck,hardtoputavalid 
l3 nu-. 15pe&aps. 
14 Q Priortotheaashyouhadonlybeenan 
15 Inspector Involved In a few; came&? 
16 A Yes, dr. I believe I stated pehps two 
17 orthree. 
18 Q Are you aware of what If any, differences 
19 exlst between the end-play chedrs that you have 
20 inspeded sfnce the crash with how the test was 
21 performed prior to the aash? 
22 A Thebesthasbeenchangedseveraltlmesh 
23 MI.lous~ayr T~thebe~tof~-~haha~echanged 
24 t h ? ~ t ~ ~ 6 W & h t 3 O O h c t r p a u n d s .  Now* 
25 lsnomorevariationhthetwqw. 
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1 lhe go and no go gauge is there n o m .  
2 We doshktly a stop limits dredrtnwhIchthe stop 
3 Isrunthefwllnoseup,makesurethestopsdonY 
4 contact M!nosedawn,makenwthestDpsdonY 
5 aDnfah 
6 Thelubrkationp"haschanged.1 I 

8 bldthatweusedtodo. Nowtheyfillupthethreads 
9 withgmaseandthennmthejadtserewthraughcyde. 
10 Q Letmestopyouthere. 
11 
12 brush on as I have heard Sold that we used to do, now 
13 they fill up the threads with grease and then run the 

15 A -Uuwghthecyde- 
16 Q -- through the cycle. TeIl me what you 
17 understood the practice was before the crash and how 
18 lt'snowchanged. 
19 A Well, I had never seen the lube card 
20 qedfically. 8uttherewasneverlargea"kof 
2l grease on anything. It was all lnjecbed at the 
22 beam Idwrtrecalleverseeinganythathada 
23 largeaverflowc4grease. 
24 And thela- now, Wfwt prt it an 
25 byhandandtheyjustNnitcompletely~the 

7 k r o w ~ k ~ n # w e b s u s h , b n r s h ~ ~ ~ ~ V e h e a r d  

When you say that I knowthere k no more 

14 f icks~through-  

Page 114 

i thrradst~ mke~~thaleverythfng Iswelliubed. 
2 
3 end-play test or Is In connection with dolng the 
4 lubricstlon of the jackscrew Sssembly? 
5 A Wd, tha& a l~biicatfon of the 
6 m. Butkkkrbed8Rertfreend-pkycheckr ' 

Q Is thfs in connection wlth perfonnlng an 

7 arecompkte. 
8 Olherchanges,they~alsoputlntDthe 
9 new end-pby chedccardsthat if you reach certain 
10 Rmltsthen - I woufd have b look at a taskcard to 

12 timesdecreasebtheIlmfts. 
13 1 

14 chedrit? 
15 A C o n e d  
16 
17 changes that I can thhdc of. 
18 ' 

19 coneems whatever about the aauracy or reliability cf 
20 the endplay check? 
21 A No, dr. 
22 
23 Alaska AlrIines, any of p u r  empioyees or cosmpioyees 
24 or anyone else raise any queMonr about the 
2s WibtlSty or swracy ofthe end-play check? 

11 b e ~ 0 n w h a t t h e y ~ - ~ g 0 e s , t h e ~  

Q Xn terms ofwhen you would next have to 

I believe that's pretty much the major 

Q Prior to the crash, did you have any 

Q DId you ever hear anyone at 
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1 A N0,sir. 
2 
3 communicate that the endplay chedc was a diffiadt 
4 task to perfonn properly? 
5 A IbelieveIheardthatafewthTles~ 
6 primarUyduringsetrrpbecausertwasveryc6fFWt 
7 tosetup. 
8 Q Apart from diiahty in setting it up, did 
9 you hear anyone ever question the difficulty of 
10 actually perfonnlng the test once the setup was 
11 a c c o m p r i  
12 A No, sir. 
13 Q N ~ w ~ w a s t h e r e a c h a n g e - a b  mftwthe 
14 crash, Mr. Minnette - In terms of the resbafnlng 

16 A Wedld"n@otherlixbresmade. I 
17 dontrecallwhemlheyweremade. They were 
18 apparentlyoneofwrmachineshops. And1Wieve 
19 theywereusedonafewaceasions. Idon'trecal1,I 
20 think it was more rightaftertheoashwhenwewen? 
21 gdngthrasghseverald'em 
22 Andtheyddnt theyweren'taroudvery 
23 bng,buttheywerethe~dthreadtypeswhereyou 
24 eouldn'tsee the ends, Kkethe Doug!asMure has; 
25 theredlWures. 

Q Did you ever hear anyone at Alaska Alrlines 

u fi~thatwasusedtoperfolmthetest? 

Pagc 116 

1 
2 tt;erets~threadslnthemldffleoftherestrainlng 
3 tixture;Isthatright? 
4 ATheMbsttwadedlntothetixbre,yes. 
5 Q And my understanding of what you're 
6 testifying Is that these were Alaska-fabricated tools 
7 asfarasyouknow? 
8 A AsfarasIknow,Ibelievetheywere. 
9 Q Where you could not see the two threads 
10 comingtogethen 
11 AThatScorre& 
l2 Q Whereas kr the BoeIng or Douglas tool you 
l3 could see, you can see the two threads coming 
14 together, Isn't that Mht? 
ls A V W s a m c L  
16 Q And hr the September 1997 time period, bad< 
17 when B i t  U O  WZLS created, you testified, I believe 
18 earlier, that to as far as y w  knew Alaslca firlines 
19 had only one restaaining tixtanq is that right? 
20 A That% coned Atthe &Wand facility, 
21 yes. 
22 Q Do p u  know whether they had others 8t any 
23 otherfadlity? 
24 A No,slr. 
U Q Now,thatrest~aIningtixture,Yhe 

Q So the threads in the restraining facture, 

Page 117 

1-800-288-3376 
' 11 (Pages 114 to 127) 



' 9C049B3 
lClichaeI Minette -July 12,2002 (Volume II) 

1 restraining fucture that was used to perform the 
2 endplay check, the second endplay check and 
3 prenrmably the first end-play check - dnce you only 
4 had one - do you lolow what happened to that fixture? 
5 A Tothebestalmyknowledge,KEbMIat 
6 thehangar. 
7 
8 A No,&. 
9 

10 Alaska-fabricated fixtures that were wed for a short 
11 period of time after the rrash; the 6nes where p u  
l2 couldn't see the two threads? 
l3 A No. Ihaven'tseenthweInakngtime. 
14 I don't know what happened to 'em 
15 Q Did you become aware that h e  FAA issued an 
16 order grounding Alaska's fleet because of the use of 
17 these Alaska fools? 
l8 A No,&. 
19 MRFRANKEL AtthlstimeIhawno 
20 furtherqoestlonsofthewitnessbutreservemy 
21 rights to recall hlm in vlew of Uaskak inunnplete 
22 ~ctronandthependencyoftheMsBknrestlgation. 
23 MR RUSHING: LetLtakea break. We've 
24 beengdngaboutanhwr. 
25 MEVIDEOGRAPHW: WeareofFtherecordt 

Q Wever heard that R broke or got destroyed? 

Q Db p u  know what happened to the 

p ~ g c  118 

1 1Ol3a.M. 
2 m=bken) 
3 THEVIDHX;RAPHW: Wearebadconthe 
4 record at 1031 a.m. 
5 I 

6 MAMI" 
7 
8 MRMASSEY: 
9 

10 A coodmwning. 
11 
12 involved with the disblbution of AeroShd grease 33 
13 just for your own edification. 
14 Are you cunontfy an inspector at  
15 AlaskaAlrlineSS 
16 A Cormxi, lead Inspector. 
17 Q You're a current lead inspector? 
18 ACorred  . .  
19 Q m a t  are the leve~s of inspeck  
20 A Inspeffor, lead and supervisor. 
21 Q That deslgnati on does that 
22 mean quality control Inspector? 
23 A Yes,str. 
24 
25 department? 

Q Mr. Minnette, Bood morning. 

Q I represent Equilon Enterprfser, WNeh was 

Q Are you part ofthe quality control 

PlgtIIg  

1 A Yes,&. 
2 Q Who Is the head of quality control 
3 department today at the Alaska Oakland facility? 
4 A AIWeIrhdt 
5 Q Do p u  "n who that person was in the 
6 f a n o f m g n  
7 A ThatwwldbekhnnyBakerIbelieve. 
8 Q In the fall of 1997 did rou have any 
9 disarssfons with Mr. Baker regarding the events we are 

10 talking about this momtng? 
11 A No,&. 
12 
l 3  about 16 years, dnce 1985, correct? 
14 A Sincelanuaryof'85. Whkhwnddbe 
15 ~kthat17andrhalfyears? 
16 Q Seventeenyears. 
17 
18 of frainlng both on the job and dasmom regardSng 
19 A and P rkms; rinht? 
20 ACorrect 
21 
22 ckllls;rfght? 
23 Alll#Sa#reff .  
24 
25 rknls In applying greare; correct? 

Q You have been an A and P for, I thlnk It's 

And you've certainty received a falr amount 

Q And one of those dcills Is l ubh t ion  

Q And part of the lubrication rWlls k 

m 120 

1 A- 
2 Q And you have used grease guns probably 
3 hundreds of times; right? 
4 A No,&. Notreally. 
5 Q Have you ever been involved In aircraft 
6 lubrfcation? 
7 A Yes,slr. 
8 Q Tell me about p u r  lmrohfement wlth 
9 alraaft lubrication. 

10 A The only real lvbrfcatfon that 1 have had 
11 b do myselfwas back In late 1984 and early 198Swhen 
12 I worked for Pioneer Uriines. 
13 Q And I thlnk I read In this morning In 
14 yesterday's questioning by Mr. Frankel. 
15 
16 thatcorrect? 
17 A No, slr. 
18 
19 Pioneer? 
20 
21 afraaft, which war 
22 
23 
24 sametime. 
25 I A WeworkedonMetro36,whkhIbeIleveare 

You worked on DUO alraaft at  Pioneer; k 

Q What type of alraaft did you work on at 

A We worked on Metro3sandwe hadone other 

Q That's a Falrchnd altuaft? 
THE REpo#TaL You're both talking at the 
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1 Fairchnd. And we worked on Beech% 
2 
3 lubrication at Alaska Airlines? 
4 A N0,sir. 
5 
6 
7 uslnggrease,Kanyt 
8 
9 

10 mike tha t  
11 
12 to iubrkatlon grease during your A and P career? 
13 
14 broad,MgUe. 
15 THEWITNESS: IhavebsaythatRwouId 
16 be the hining for, InIUal traMng for my A and P 
17 a- and any~hlchr may have hadwMe with 
18 pioneer, which I don't reoollect any specific 
19 training. 
20 Q BY MR MASSEY: During your lnftial 
21 tralnlng during your A and P license dld they ever 
22 teach you at A and P school that you should not mfx 
23 different types of greases? 
24 A Yes,!&. 
25 Q O W .  

Q MR MASSEY: Have you ever done any 

Q Have you ever had any trafning - 
What trafnfng have you had with regard to 

MR RUSHING At Alaska Nrllnesl 
Q M R  MASSEY: No, generally what tralnlng - 

What trarnfng have you received with regard 

MR RUSHING: m,lection. itrs overty 
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1 And that's been your practice since you 
2 went to A and P rehoot; rlght? 
3 MR RLISHING O b j m  LadoformdatiOn. 
4 Misstatesthewltness'testimwry. 
5 
6 questionhere. 
7 
8 lubricating afrcraft wSth grease you knew that, based 
0 upon your A and P tralnlng, that you were not to mix 

10 different types of greases; coned? 
11 AThatLa#rect. 
12 Q And you knew that prior to 1997; right? 
u 
14 Q In fact, that's a generally held prindple 
l 5  for A and 8 mechanics; correct? 
16 MRRWMNG Objectlon. Vague. 
17 Q MR MASSN: The fact that you shouldn't 
18 mlxgreases? 
19 A Yes,sir. 
20 Q I n  fact, any A and P worth his salt knows 
21 thaQright? 
22 MRRUSHING Obj- AQU- 
23 Vague. 
24 
25 industty? 

Q MR HASSEY: Let me ask a different 

On those o ~ l o n s  when you were 

Q MR MASSW. It's pretty well known in the 
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1 A IworddsayKrprettywellkr",yes. 
2 
3 A Yes,dr. 
4 
5 didn't 
6 
7 HD-80 type a1-R a t  Alaska Airlines; did you not.? 
'8 A Yes,&. 
9 

10 of that balnlng deal with lubrication? 
11 A I don't recall. 
U 
13 inspector- 
14 

16 
17 InspectoratAIaskaAlrlinestoknowthe 
18 Alaska Alrlines general mafn9enance manual procedures 
19 for filling out paperwork? 
20 A Yes,*. 
21 Q Infact,youhavetoknowttfaIrlywell 
22 because you are, when you put your inspector's stamp 
23 on certain papenwork you are verifying that it's done 
24 in accordance! with Alaska's GMM; correct? 
25 ACDlTect 

Q It's good operating practice; right? 

Q Did you ever take any - rMke that  You 

You took a genwal f a m l l i i o n  class on 

Q Was my paR of that trafning, did any part 

Q Is one of your retponslbliities as an 

Did you say lead bspector? 
15 A Lead m=tor, yes. 

Q Is one of p u r  responslbllities as lead 
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1 
2 regulations? 
3 A b r r e &  
4 Q Prlor to the end-play chedc whtch you 
5 witnessed in the fall of 1997 or acted as  inspector 
6 for In the fall of 1997 on Altuaft 963, had you ever 
7 before been asked to do a recheck pa any end-play 
8 chedcimMng a jadcscrew on an HD-807 
9 A No,$r. 

10 Q Do you know if - would you be in an 
11 positSon to know if any other inspectors had ever done 
12 a reEheck on l end-play check - rMke that It's 
13 comlngoutbad. 
14 Would you know, dr - had you ever - 
l5 SbikeiL 
16 Have you ever become aware of any other 
17 re-checks of endplay &e& done on jackscrews prior 
18 to the addent  we are talking about today? 
19 A Nu,&. 

21 Q MR MASSEY: Mr. Minnette, excuse me for 
22 jumplng around a little bit  But1  justwanted to 
23 talk to you about a few things that blr. Frankel tallcecl 
24 toyouabout 
25 I believe that you said that after the 

Q As well as  the federal avlatSon 

20 (ofF-thpreCord-1 
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1 second, after the tech& which you perfomaed on .. 
2 Aircraft 963 in the fan of '97 that you had a 
3 conversation with Hr. liensel; rpght? 
4 A Yes8sir. Attheendofthecheck 
5 
6 ready for hls turnover. 
7 
8 forhistumw& 
9 A Well,weworkedgrawyadshift. Itwas 

10 Iateirbourshiftandhehastowrka~portto 
11 tumovertotheoncomlngdaysMfttobbgthemup , . 
12 to slatus Wtth what had been done and currently being 
13 doneonthemfft 
14 Q And you wanted to ghre hlm the status of 
15 your recheck so that he could pass that on to the neit 
16 shlft;rfght? 
17 AThat4a#re& 
18 
19 A C o n e c t  
20 Q Doyouknowwhathetoldthenextshlftw 
21 what he put on the turnover logs? 
22 
23 
24 
25 recheck, you did not co- yourself with turn 

Q And I Meve p u  sald that he had to get 

What did you mean by he had to get ready 

Q As far as you know, he did that? 

A No sfr, I don't. 
Q You don't a m  pmelf - 
In the fafl of1997, wfth respect to thb 

I 

. 1 .-.. - - A  Iguessbiiskalty8#youbokedatItthat 
2 way. Iguesthatk&asfcaWywhat~mdohg. 
3 Q And does the Alaska generat maintenance 
4 manual allow for an inspector who has been part of the 
5 task whlcb is being verified to approve hb own work? ' 
6 ' A Iknowltknotrequiredfrumfora 
7 mechanic Msnotanowed. 
8 
9 don'treallyknowhowbrnswerthat 1mean8asfar 

10 asthequestion,amechaniccamotbuyoffhhm" 
11 w o k  - -'v,v- 
l2 - :*. Q IsItthesamethingYB r .  
U Wsdonethework? 
14 A Iwwldsaythatkbw.'ButIphyskally ' 

I've never thought about It h that- I 

1 logs;correct? 
2 
3 Q O W *  
4 
5 A (Complying) 
6 Q We have established that a t  the bottom , 

7 left-hand corner, thars your stamp for inspector 
8 number 72. The number under lb 14983, what number b 
9 that7 

10 
11 
12 
0 A No8 dr. 
14 
15 A !i015014981. 
16 
17 what was It that p u  were verifying? 
18 A Iwasverffylnpthattheendplaycheck 
19 spedtiedabovehtheronecthreactlonhadbeen 
20 ammpnshed and that the resulk are what we found. 
21 Q And in fact you were invohied wlth that 
22 endplay check &thU 
23 A W s c o n e d  
24 
25 p u  were werffylng p u r  own work? 

A No slr. W s  ?e lead's job. 

Take 1 bok at Exl~lbit UO. 

A Thafs my ArUc number. 
Q m a r s  p u r  Artic number. 
b that also p u r  Alaska employee numbet? 

Q What Is p u r  Alaska employee? 

Q By pladng that, your stamp on Exhlbit l30, 

I 

Q And so Is It true8 dr, that In some wap 

I 1 
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1- 
2 
3 MR).IASSEV: Ia@ogtze. 
4 
5 mechanlc and an Inspector, slt? 
6 A Yes,slr. 
7 Q Andthetaskcardrequlrerthenthattwo 
8 pebple be lnvohred wlth, that at bast two people be 
9 Ingobed wlth doing Lhe endplay chedr; corm&? 

10 ACorre& 
11 
l2 right, that did the endplay check that we are bMng 
13 about? 
14 A Yes,Wscorred 
15 Q And then the MIG-4 requires that durfng the 
16 final inspection buy back process that an Inspector 
17 sign off on that that a quality control inspector 
18 stgn off on that saying that yes, number me, that the 
19 end-play check was done, and secondly t was done 
20 correctly, and that part of that being done conectfy 
21 that it was hrspected correctly; right? 
22 A Yes,&. 
23 Q And In the final buy back process whem you 
24 put your Inspector stamp number 72 on him, pu were 
25 rerifyfng that the Inspech'on that you had done an, 

prgc 129 

ME REPORTER. - Won. &ahead. 

Q HR W S E Y :  Does the task card require a 

Q And you were one ofthose two people, 

1-800-248-3376 
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1 for Hr. Arbell, that p u r  own hrspection was done 
2 =rreaiv,laoht? 
3 
4 A Yet. 
5 Q Okay. 
6 
7 work;righb ,.. 
8 A Yet. 
9 
l0 illow for you to do that? 
11 A (No audible response) 
12 MR.NAssEy: ktmewDthdrawthequ&im. 
D MEwmJESs: I -  
14 MR.NAssEy: Iw&hdrewthequestlon. 
15 Q HR MASSET: Based upon your experience IS  
16 an A and P mechanlc and based upon p u r  experience In 
17 reading general malntenance manuals and being involved 
18 in aircraft malntenance for # years, in your oplnlon, 
19 rlr, is that good malntenance practice for I n  : 
20 Inspector to verify hk own work? 
21 M R R W G  Formhspe&atow 
22 hisownlnspedh? 
23 MILMASSEY: No. Forwhatwehavebeen 
24 talkfnpaboutforthelastfivendnutes Is thatgd 
25 maintenance praace tor a buy back hrspectw to 

Vou were verffyfng the tight? 

So in effect you were verifying your own 

Q And does the Alaska malntenance manual 
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1 
2 
3 
4 
S 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
'1 1 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 

verify that hk own inspection had been done 
corn 
vague, ambiguous. 

Vwr'reaskfng. 

oplnton, slr. 

no other way to slgn this off than for me to yerify 
thatthklnspectlonwasdoneandcomplete. And 
thaR what I did 

But you could have gotten another inspector 
to \rem your inspection of Mr. Azben's work; rlght? 

' A Iftherrhadbeensnotherkpectorandtwo 
of us were there, we auld have done someWng. But 
thenfwouldhavehadtoslgnafftheanectedby 
block with Mr. Azben. 

Was there another hpector available? 
A No,&. 
Q Was there another Inspector annable on 

MR RUSHING Object to tRe question as 

M E  WlTNEss: I believe I understand what 

Q MR MASSEY: I just want to know your 

A MyopinlonIsthatthereIsthatthereis 

, 

' If you understand the qwstlon - 

Q Okay. 

Q Okay* 
. 

the next shift; do you know? 
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1 
2 
3 urd of thk, at the end of your shtFt, and 
4 Mr. Bautista's an Inspector; rfght? 
S A Thafscosrrd 
6 Q If you take a look at the pknned sd3on 
7 section of Exhibit U O ,  you see how that's crossed 
8 out? 
9 A Yes,!&. 

10 
11 A PertheMIG4,RonHerrselcrwseditout. 
12 
13 mauthorlzedby?n 
14 A Yes,&. 
15 Q It cays "RB40462t" 
16 A Y e s i r .  
17 
18 
19 thiswasaweredyesterdayand- 
20 MRMASSEY: ThisIsthelastquest&non 
21 this Youllseewherermgoinghere. 
22 7 H E W E S S :  Ross'Belfiore. 
23 Q MRMASSEY: Okay. 
24 
25 an inspector at Alaska Airlines, knowing 

A Yes, thfire were hspectws oneomlng, yes. 
Q In fa* you talked to Mr. Bautlsta at  the 

Q Do you know who crossed It out? 

Q Do you see that box under -planned actionm, 

Q Do you know who RB40462 is? 
MR RUSHING: shalein, with an due respect 

Once the planned action was crossed out as 
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1 Alaska Ablines pap&* does that requlre another 
2 supervisor to dgn off that the new planned action 
3 should also be authorized? 
4 Do you understand what I mean? I realize 
5 that was a little blt jumbled 
6 A Y e s , s l r , I " d w h a t ~ ~ .  
7 A n d a t ~ ~ a r t f m e , I d o n o t b e n e v e s o .  
6 Q SO that when Mr - LO when the words under 
9 the planned actlon mreevaluate test per WCZ46-27000" 

10 Were put in there, that new planned action did not 
11 require another supenrisor, In your opinion dr, to 
12 sign off on that new planned action; correct? 
13 A Idon'tbeliira 
14 
15 bit. 
16 &tier you had done the recheck at the end 
17 of your shlft In September of 1997 you exchanged some 
18 conversation Wtth Ut0 Bautista; correct? 
19 A M  
20 Q Do you recalf any surprise at all on behalf 
21 of Ut0 B a M  that your measurement yous and 
22 Mr. Azbell's measurement was 7 thousandths different 
23 thanhis? 
24 A No,&. 
25 

Q I told you I uas sldpping around a 'ittIe 

Q Did Mr. Baullsta suggest to you that 
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1 perhaps there should be a tie breaken 
2 A No,&,notthatIrecaIl. 
3 Q Did you ever think about the fact that p u r  
4 measurement was polnt, was seven thousandths of an 
5 Inch different than the original measurement and 
6 slnce you have bvo measurements that perhaps a third 
7 should be taken to break the tie? 
8 
9 

10 Sincetheacddent . 
11 
12 Q Oratthetime? . 
13 
14 T H E W S :  Wo. 
15 Q M R  MASSEY: Have you ever distussed that 
16 since the a d d e n t  other than p u r  lawyers? 
17 A FIot that I can, not that I can say I" 
18 awareof,na 
19 Q You haven% talked to my other mechanlcs 
20 or inspectola at Alaska Airlines about that fact a t  
21 ail; have you? 
22 A NatthatIcanspedficaWysay,no. 
23 
24 by Mr. Hen& just prior to your doing the second 
25 end-pkiy check, did you ever thhk that perhaps you 

Have you ever thought #at? 
A I have thought that dnce this all came up. 

Prior b that, 1 can't say that I ad.  

MR RUSHING that's what he just saki. 

Q Now, at the time you were ghen the M I G 4  

pnge 134 

1 shouldgoandgetanew-strikethat. 
2 
3 and #en subsequently got a copy ofthe, of 
4 Exhibit 226, which It the task card to go do the 
5 recheck, did you ever thhk that perhaps you wanted to 
6 get a new bfank task card? 
7 MRRUSHING Objection. Vague. 
8 Go ahead. 
a THE WmrESS: No, dr. 

10 
11 taskcard? 
12 A Thepurposeofthetaskcardkt~ 
13 spedficalty accomplish a taskthat's generally per 
14 the maintenance manual, that k following the 
15 maintenancenranualmdapprovedby Douglas, snd as far, 
16 asIknowtheFA4. Andkstoaoeompashugiven 
17 task without havlrig b go shalpht to the malnteMnce 
18 manualsandmrrh 
19 Q Is one of the purposes of the task card and 
20 the certain Items that have to be signed off next to 
21 various Items on the task card also to ensure that . 
22 each of the items k completed on that task card? 
23 A Vcs,dr. 
24 Q And h fact, when you put p u r  final buy 
25 back Inspection stamp on there p u  had verffied that 

A t  the time you wen given the M I G 4  to go, 

Q MR MASSEY: What's the purpose of the 

. 
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1 the inspetSon whlch you witnessed and Mr. Azbeft 
2 accomptished, #at each step on that task card had 
3 been accomplished; eorrect? 
4 MR RUSHING Objedcm. It mkstates the 
5 evldenoe. L a c k f o " .  Assumesfacknotin 
6 *evidence,thewayyouhaveralsedlt. . 
7 Q MR MASSEY: You can answer W you 
8 undentand. 
9 A IbelieveIda 
10 The answer b that k that Iverpfied that 
11 wea-thosestepsperthetaskcard. Butt 
12 doesn'tmean that they signed off the task card. 
l3 Q RIght. 
14 A Wefollowedthetaskcardpnxedwes. 
15 
16 
17 end-play cheek and you took a task card with you, you 
18 would have to, as an tnspector, sign off on that task 
19 card br the inspection dots and buy off that each 
20 step had been done; correct? 
21 A Thabcared 
22 Q And that's so the FAA and Alaska Airlines 
23 knows that each ttem had been 8ccompliihed; correct? 
24 A ThatLaned 
25 Q Whyisthatdifferentformredreek? 

Q I understand that, dr. 
But If you wen going out to do a bmnd new 
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A Because the MIM provides more hPonnatIosr 
than the a m !  card kelf as far as being able to 
reandwrresults. 

Q Howso? 
A Thereknoplaceonthetadrcardto 

a m  any records. On thfs parffcular task card. 

motethk, that Wey had 40 thousandths. We sald we 
found 33 thousandths. But Cwe had just done the 
task card there Srm would be, ttke wwld be a 
duplication of actlon here. We would be stamping off 
the card and Ws. Weonlyrtampthisone ltem 
swing that we did It perthe taskcard. We didn't 
generatea tadc card b show that R had been done 
Me. 

Xfwe had pone through -they W, he 

Q 1 appredate that dr. 
My question It why, how would one know - 

rtrlke it. 
Xn the case of p brand new end-play &e& 

not a recheck, each Item has to be cloned off and 
Inspected m that cad line Item, u p u  go down the 
task card, the FAA knows and Alaska Aitiines knows, 
and any brspecton from the FAA that come and redew 
papem* would know that each Item, each Pne ftem on 
that task card had been aceompried; rSght? 
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1 
2 answered. 
3 THEWITNESS: Rfght. 
4 
5 supposed to accomplish each of those line Items; 

MR. RUSHING: obfectlon. Asked and 

Q MR MASSEY: When you do a rechedr you're 

6 rlglat? t -  

7 A m r s m t t .  
8 
9 off$ on each Uneitem that eachstep had been 

10 accomplished on the recheck? 
11 A Becausewehavestatedthatwedidthe 
I 2  chedchere.. 
0 Q Okay. SO- 
14 
is 
16 MRMASSEY: Right. 
17 
18 a rechedc, at least the paperwork, is a little blt 
19 different from an end-play check that's not a recheck; 
20 C0rrect;l 
21 A Yes 
22 
23 card;right? 
24 
25 , Q AnddgnedmffoneachItem;rjght? 

Q How would the FAA know without those stamp 

MR. RUSHING: Referring to Exhlbft? 
THE WITNESS: Referring to ExhW 130. 

Q MR MASSEY: So the end-pfay procedure for 

Q You could have gone and gotten a blank task 

A Yes, we could have used a Manktadc card 
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A Thatkcorred 
Q Thatk just not required under 

Alaska Airlines' general malntenance manual; Is that 
right? 

A That'sawte& 
Q Do you know who Bob Weaver Is? 
A No,$&. 
Q Do you know of anybody other than 

Hr. Hensef, Ron Hensel, who participated in the 
declsion to perform a recheck @f the original. end-play 
check done by Messerr .  Bautista and Balabat? 

Did you understand the question? 
A No. X'msoony. Imissedromethtngthere. 
Q Sure. 

Do you b o w  of anybody other than 
Ron Hensel who partlcipated In the dedsfon to perform 
a recheck ofthe original end-play check done by 
Mr. BauMa and Balabat? 

A No8&. . 
Q Do you know Mr. Bill W e a m  
A TheMmekOamiIiar. 
Q Do you know his posftion at 

A NO. He'sbasedhSeattle. Orhewas1 
Alaska Airllnes? 

beGeve. 

p.Pe 139 

1 Q Have you ever, dr, heard his name 
2 assodated with the Investigation of the aash of 
3 AlaskaXl?  
4 A Um- 
5 Q Other than from your lawyers? 
6 A No,&. 
7 Q Sir, would you please take a look at 
8 EwhlbSt147. 
9 A (complvrrrs) 

10 Q Do you know what that is, dr? 
11 A Yessir. Itappearsbbeaqoflhe 
12 GMM pertaining to the MI- back h 1992 
13 Q Take a bok at page 3451. About five pages 
14 down. 
15 A (-m) 
16 Q It that a May 1998 mvislon to the Alaska 
17 GMM? 
18 A Yes,$r. 
19 Q You're! generally familiar with thls 
20 maintenance manuaf; fight? 

22 Q Sure. 
23 And dr, have you ever read In your 
24 posltion or prior to taking your position as a lead 
25 Inspector at Alaska Alflines, this section of the GMM 

21 A Genemy. 

1 regarding Inspection buy back, efther this revidon or 
2 anearlierrevrsfon't 
3 A fmsureIhmre,yer 
4 Q Gene~aIly, in rtampSnp -bit 130 In the 
S final Inspeetion buy back bo%, this woufd be the 
6 section of the GMM that desaibes the masons and 
7 procedures for stamping that inspection buy back bo% 
8 correCn 
9 MR. RUSHING: If you would Uke to take a 

10 "ent and put In omtext what section he's just Shawn 
11 
12 thd 
13 MRMASSEY: Yes,ofaxme,takeywr 
14 tlme. 
1s 
16 yourquestiontomakesure? 
17 QMRIIIASSEY:Sure. 
18 W o n  F Otthk document is that the * 

19 section whlch desuibes the procedures for completing 
20 the box entitled 'yinal w o n  buy back" on 
21 EXhibitl30? 
22 A Yes,&. 
23 Q And you're supposed to follow those 
24 procedures In putting your stamp In there; right? 
25 A 'llW.!sawred 

you from the hrgerdoaJment please feel free to do 

M E  m E s s :  Yes, slr. Could you repeat 
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1 
2 whereyoustampedaredXonk? 
3 A Yes, sir. 
4 Q Lots of'em, right? 
5 A several. 
6 
7 that doarment'dr. I" almost done. 
8 Sir, I apologize In advance H thk Is a 
9 diffiarltqwrtion. 

LO You said that, to Mr. Frankd, that Ws 
11 taken me a bot of time to deal with this. What did 
12 p u m e a n ?  
13 A Imeanthat,ltwasavery~umaaumatfc 
14 HavtngbeenInaviatbnbaskngasI 
15 have been an air M c  conboner. I have talked to 
16 airplanesthathavegonedown. kd~s,ltwaswas, 
17 veryshockingtu~myna~onthlspaperworlc 
18 Q Whywasltrhoddng? 
19 A)uslbecaW-although!havebeen 
20 thrOughprobaMyevelyMD-80atsometlmeorobher,~ 
21 it'sjust,youdon'te!verscpectIttohappm It 
22 doearvhapFerltoyau. 
23 
24 diierentiy? 
25 A No, noteall. 

Q Do you ever have a buy back Inspection 

Q Z" not going d talk to you anymore about 

Q Do you wish you would have done something 

Pa& 142 

1 M R W E Y :  Anrfght 
2 Thank you very much for your Ume, slr. 
3 THE WEOGIWHER: Mr. Frankel should we go 
4 ahead and change the tape? 
5 MR FRANKEL Certainly. 
6 M E  VIDEOCRAPHER: We have reached the end 
7 of tape two. We're off the record at 11:07 a.m. 
8 (Recess taken) 
9 T H E  VIDEOGRAPHER: Thls begins tape three 

10 In the vldeotape deposition of Michael Minnetle, day 
11 two on July 12thf 2002. We are bad on the record at 
12 11:19a.m 
13 
14 MAMINATION 
15 
16 BYMRIZEAD: 
17 Q My name k Greg Read. I represent Shell. 
18 Would you tell us your date of birth 
19 please. 
20 A hne 6th - awrectjOn June 3rdf 1947. 
zl Q m I correct that in adddon to shift iogs 
22 there are also Inspector logs? 
23 A W s c o r r e d  
24 Q Were there any entries In the Inspector 
25 logs concerning this 1997 C-cbedc on "a f t  963 
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1 wncemlng the end-play checks? 
2 A Theremayhavebeen. Idon'trecall. 
3 
4 Q Dothelnspectorktgslookbformat- 
5 M k e R  
6 '  
7 A (Coonplyfng) 
8 
9 Dotheimpectorlogshatypewrittenor 

10 printed rectibn that's In any m y  s i d a r  format to 
11 thls first page of Exbibit l 3 4  
12 A No, dr. 
13 - Q Allrlght 
14 . AndthenKyoubtmrmrorfivt? 

16 h- 

wltllwt welng the fmn w, f don't remember. 

Let me have you b k a t  Exhibit 139. 

Q Lers look at the first page. 

15 downwheretheyhave ver 

1 between shifts? 
2 A N o , n o L p ~ s .  Inspect-theleadsand 
3 supervln#s- 
4 Well, arrrently, no, lrsJustthe 
5 
6 G  
7 Q I want to talk about 1997. 
8 Al977,Ibeaevethekadsandsupervisors 

10 AandPsandelefZm'da 
11 
12 199n 
13 . A No, slr,Idon'tbetieveso. 
14 
15 turnover meetings? 
16 
17 shift meet with the onarming Inspector for the next 
18 shift? 
19 A Wewouldlttherewasltemstotumover 
20 generally. 
21 Therewould bea -could b e m a  
22 vhwi wittr h r s  been writben out ~r if there WIS 
23 anythtns tM may have been on the log generally It 
24 wouldbeverballycuordinatedtoswnebody. 
25 

that &In on the m t n g  tumaver 

9 wekInonthemwrdngharovermeetingswith~ 

Q Did the Inspectors attend those meetings in 

Q Did the Inspectors have thdr  owner 

In Other words, did the inrpector~ from one 

Q Prior to put partldpathg in the redkeck 
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18 
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of the end-play test on airaaft 963 on 
September 3Mh, 2997, did you have any dIxusslons 
Mth anyone about end-play checks on thls altcraft? 

knowledge at an about a recheck of the &d&y check 
when you were up on the tail stand partidpathg In 
the recheck? 

Misstates the r#"S earlier terllmony. 

UmeRonHense l8ndF&n~I~ lumefor the .  

A No,&. 
Q B the frrst time that you bad any 

MR RUSHING ObjecUon. Laksformdation. 

T H E W I T "  No,&. Rwwldbeatthe 
. 

check, whidlwaspkrbdolng the CtredG 
Q HR READ: How long before the chedc did 

they come to you? 
MR RUSHING:. creg, thk &'been awered 

yesterday at great length. I know you werent here 
and I know that lt'snot an objeCeron asked and 
answered because a new person Is asking It, butthk 
has been mvered. 

MRREAD: Iaaeptlt,Don. Andhegot 
a half an hour'swwth ofthe quesliosls, and I% try 

Q: HR READ: How long before the aetual 
rechedc did you have a conversation with Mr. W e l l  

to do aacpedltlously. 
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1 andMr.Hensel? 
2 A Ibelleveitwastwotothreehours. 
3 Q Did they a" to you together? 
4 A Yes,sir. 
5 Q What did they ten you? 
6 A Theysaidwehadareevalwtloslorrecheck 
7 -  ontheend-ptaytorthataireraftand- 
8 Q DSd they tell you what they thought about 
9 that? 

10 A Not that I MI. 
11 Q Isthatthefirst-Exatseme.. 
12 A 6axseme. 
13 I k n o w R o n w a s ~  AndIbetieveI 
14 "dthisyesterday. And"tg0ingtosay 
15 superupset;hem'tviolentlymad. PutRthat 
16 way. ButhewasvfsiWyupsetand,becausethey I 
17 walted;therrwaslkethreedaysbetweenthetime 
18 thkshowedupforrechedcandtheKmeWacbal 
19 dleckwasdane. 
20 Q Ireadthatinyourtransalpturd1 
Z l  didn't understand why the three days had to do with 
22 anything. So let me ask a question. 
23 Wastheupsetwlththefactthattherewas 
24 Bolng to be a recheck or was the upset that k had 
25 taken three days to make that decision? 

I 
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MRRUSHING: Orsomeother? 

MEWllNESS: IfeelWItwasnot 
MRRUD: Or##neother- 

becauseorthete&ck. Idontmindddngthe 
rechedc AndI~ th lnkRondws.  

I think it was the amount of Ume; that It 
tDdC50 long bo either a#ne up to make m dedsron 
orwhatwer. 

he was upsetwitll that portiocl dit Not the fact 
thatwe had bdo it 

Q HR. READ: But Mr. Hensd  and Mr. Amen 
made a point of reeklng you out to have thk 
diswsslon? 

A Yes,sir. IthfnkIwasthemlyhspecbx 
onshiftthatnlght 

Q When - after that discussion did p u  have 
a cOnveKati on with anybody else on the subject of an 
end-play chedc on this airaafW 

A mmatrrni"or. Notonthat 
particular, at that partkular time faame, no. 

Q What did you say to Mr. Hensel when he 
expressed the fact that he was upset? 

A Idon'trecaPaactJywhatIsaid. I 
don't- I mean I was upset bo8 that they wait until 

rdony~nykrowIheaCact-  ut 
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1 thelastminute. 
2 
3 towaittalthelastmtnute. AndIdon'tknawwhat 
4 therraswrswere. 
5 Q DId you attempt to find out what the 
6 reasonswere? 
7 A No, dr, I Qdnt 
8 Q Did you already say to your knowledge - 
9 'rMkeR- 

10 To the best of your memory there was 
11 nothing In the Inspector turnover logs concemlng this 
l2 recheck ofthe end-plax ls that hue? 
13 A Tothe~~fmyLnowledge~thereWasn't 
14 
l5 logs about this recheck? 
16 A Idon'tkKIwthatIdid. Idon't,Id"t 

18 not 
19 MRREAD: Don,doyoukKmrifthe 
20 ~ k g s h a v e b e e n p r o d u c e d )  
21 .MRRUSHING Youknaw,Idon't,onewayor 
22 theather. 
23 MRRu\NKEL Iccrtalnfyhaven'tseenany 
24 In my review ofthe documents. 
25 MILREAD: Wehaven'tdtherandwehave 

Imean,thereIs, b me there was no reason 

Q Did you make any entries in the inspeaor 

17 -1 the ~OITII at the WI made M e tw OT 
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1 me(!. 
2 ' Q MR READ: Mr. Mhnette, were there - I 
3 guess you just sald this, but let me ask Were there 
4 any other Inspectors that were working the shift that 
5 pu M working on september 30th? 
6 A No,&. Ithinktothebestofmy 
7 knowfedge, IwnkI was the onfy one that night 
8 
9 day%thet9th,28th,Z7th? 
10 A Yesdr,IbeIieveIwas. 
11 Q Am I correct that during those three days, 
12 W, 2S129th of September, you had no knowledge either 
13 because there was something in writing or because you 
14 had had any diiatsslon with anyone, about the 
15 possibility ofa recheck ofthe end-play7 
16 MR RUSHIW Objection. Asked wd 
17 e 
18 ME- NqsIr,Ididn'thaveany 
19 amtactwithanybody. AnyreferencetoitataP. I 

20 Q M R W  boyouknowMr.Ho7 
21 A DanidH0,yeS. 
22 QDoeshework- 
23 
24 . A1dC"tthWtso. 
25 

Q Had you been on duty the prevlous three 

In 1997 did he work the same rhIttar put 

Q Have you looked at the mechanlcr' turnover 
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1 logs in preparing for thls deposition? 
2 A No,&. 
3 Q Let me have you look at Exhibit 136. 
4 A (Complyfng) 
5 Q I" referring to We Bates stamp In the 
6 kwer tight-hand corner of 921 or the last three 
7 numbers. It's several pages down. The last three 
8 numbersare9Zl. 
9 A Herekk. 
10 
11 AItemlwmberreveh 
12 
13 handwrlting? 
14 MRRusHllrlG Doyoureeognlzethe 
15 handwriting,siR 
16 MEWCMESS: NO,&. 
17 Q MIL READ: Had you ever seen that entry 
18 
19 A No,&. 
20 Q Let me have you koied at Mibi t  137 - 
21 strike that  That's the wrong - *, 
22 Yes - beg your pardon - Mibit l37. . 
23 A(-) 
24 Q Up at the topI the numbers that say at, the 
25 last three numberr are 9lO. The numbers are up (It the 

Q DO you see item number sewin? 

Q My quertlon Is: Do you recognize that 

before z just rhowed it to you? 

, . ' 

Page 151 

Atkinson-Baker, Inc. 

20 (Pages 150 to 153) 

1 toponthisone. 
2 Do you tee - kt me have you kok at the 
3 enby with the number 5 that's d r d e d .  That entry 
4 says "please redo Acme LQPW e - abbreviation for 
5 check - "tu confirm problem 3LS looklng up EO. EO 
6 number slgn Is invalid. Please have days to follow 
.7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
l 2  
l 3  
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
is 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 

UP.. 
Had you ever seen that entry before I just 

rhowed Rto you? 
A No,&. 
Q Do you have any knowledge why - strike 

that 
Do you recognize the handwriting of that 

enw 
A No, sir. 
Q Do you have any knowledge why someone 

requested a recheck on the 29th and h wasn't done 
until the 30th) 

speculation and amjedun?. 

Q M R  REAfk Do you have any knowledge 
whether any ruperuisor ever approved the second 
planned action on ExhIbit U O  that states Veevalwte 
teM' 
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MR RVSHING objection. Calls for 

THE M E S S :  No, sir. 

1 
2 
3 
4 
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22 
23 
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A No, str, I don't. I don'trecdlectthat 

Q (Indicating) 
A No str, I dan't recdlectthat I ever was 

Q f s  it correct that a planned action of a 

I -  

imrohred with anything aS faras Who what 
amemlngthatportlondlt. 

lead mechanic Is supposed to be approved try a 
rupervlsoc? 

MR. RUSHING obfectkn. M i i  the 
priorbestimony. Larkfoondatlon. Wsalsobeen 
askd and answered. 

In regardstosomething in my brtim 
f"yestedaywhenIwa"tnrre, Ibelieve there was 
a changesubmitted, butltwasafterthlsasfaras 
ham another supervisor e a  supervisw cor the same 
Wm-r re-appwe 8 me. 

But priof b thls, I don't believe there 

Is it correct that -forget about the 
change - a planned action on a non-routine card is 
supposed to be signed off by a rupervlsor; Is that 
h e ?  , 

MEWITNESS: NO,dr,&8tthatthW. 

Was. 
Q MR READ: Okay. AI1 daht 
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1 A Atthatparllcular-AtthkpointIn 
' 2 time, planned actlons I beneve were8 could be 
3 authorized by dther nrpenrisot, kad or produmm 
4 conbol. 
5 Q What was the procedure In 1997 for 
6 resolving I disagreement between two lead mechanics as 
7 to an action to be taken on an alraaft? 
8 A I d o n ' t h .  
9 
10 replace a gtven part and another lead sald f don't 
11 think we should, who was supposed to resolve that in 
12 199n 
13 A A supenrlsor. *The next chain of anrunand 
14 up. 
l 5  Q Do you have m y  knowIedge whether any 
16 supervisor ever approved Mr. Hensers change In the 
17 planned action? 
18 MR.RUSHIlVG. Objection. Itsbeenasked f 

19 mdanswered. 
20 
21 
22 Mr. Minnette, that there was some pressure to get thls 
23 plane out d Hangar 6 on September 30th because L was 
24 laate? 
25 . . A Idon't-fiu"ypersonat$de,no,I 

Q If one kad raid I think we ought to 

THE WTTPIESS: No, slr, I dont 
Q MR READ: Okay. Is R eom& 
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1 don'twetherewasanypreswe. Idon't- 
2 
3 schedule? 
4 
5 am. 
6 Q Okay. 
7 
8 responslbflity for assurlng that planes ptoceed on 
9 schedule for Gdwxks? d don't Wn& my question was 
10 dear. 
11 
12 base who had overan responslbinty for assuring that 
13 planes went through I Gcheck on schedufe? 
14 A Thatwovldhawbbe,Ibelleve,the 
15 supewhr orthe manager of the W a n d  fadDty. 
16 - QWhowasthatinl997? 
17 A I know Mm so well and I ontthlnkofhls 
18 name. 

20 Hr. Fibpatrid0 
21 A Yes,pafkct Thankyou. 
22 QWhat'shlsfirzt~~amet 
23 A A h  
24 
25 A Tothebestofyowknavledge,yes,kIS. 

Q Were p u  aware that thk plane was behind 

A I think mostofourp!anes wen? around that 

Who Is the person who has overall 

I ,  

In 1997, who wils the penon at the Oatdsnd 

19 Q okay. ' , .  

Q rS he still cmpbyed by Alaska? 
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Q Is he still at Oaldand base? 
A No, sir. 
Q Where is he now; if you know? 
A I dmt know. 
Q Who was next In command under 

Hr. Filzpat~W~ in 1997 at the Oakland base? 
A ItwouldhavebeenGerald- 
Q Whatwas hlsjob? 
A Hewasthedayshlft. IguesshewouMbe 

just the d a y & t A  and P supervisor. 
Q Did the day shlft ienerally have more 

authodty than the other shifts nrith regard to makfng 
dedslonr about malntenance on alruaf&? 

yes. 
A COsTed Ithlnkcverybody(ieetsthatway8 

Q In your career up tal thk -strike t ha t  
In your tamer ~p tnl September SOth, 

1997, on how many o~eadons had you obsenred one lead 
mechanlc chanalng the planned action of another lead 
mechanic? 

A Iwould have no, no Idea of how many Umes 
Itwouldbedranged. 

Q Do you have any memory that that had tver 
happened before September SO&, 1997? 

A Yes,&. &ah?admech?mkmdsheet 

plge 1% 
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metal, I changed on OcQSlon. 
Q You changed what mother lead had put down 

as the planned action? 

Q And you did that when p u  were woddng as a 
sheet metal mechanic? 

A Asakad. 
Q k a l e a d .  
Ayes. , 

Q When you did that as a lead, did you get a 

A No,slr,notthatIreeaU. 
Q When you made that change as a lead, I take 

A-Y- sk, I betieve SD. 

supenrisor to dgn off on your changer 

It you did that because in your judgment your 
suggested planned rctron was better than the first 
W S ?  

A No, slr. The times that I dunged it I 
changed It because the plannedaction that was 
originally there was notenrling up as the cottea 
plamedacilmfortheJobthatwewereddng. And 
*Is sheet metal now. . 

There mlght be ancnty that says remove 
c". And that was the planned action. Well, 
when R was done and they we ntout and started 
removing corrwlan, Rhrmed in b be I lot more than 
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that Soywrhadtogoanddopartsrephcementand ~ 

so forth. So It wwld be changed toaaompMa 
&In repalr. 

Q okay* 

could you find out if parts were avallable that you 
needed for a given job? 

MRRUSHING: objectron. reLaverly 
broad. Irrdefiilte as to time. Indennlte as tq task 

THE mEss: It coutd vary. It, you am 
go lnto the computer and find out If the part's in the 
computer right a w .  

If itLa part that needsto be ordered, 
then It maybe one or brro days before you found out If 
It was mllable or what. 

Q MR READ: I understand. And I didn't 
make my question dear. 

In order to find out If the pattwas 
available at  the Oakland base you could go Into the 
computer and find that out immediately? 

Greg? 

feak 

When you worked as a lead, how quSddy 

MRRusmG ourfngwhattlmeperiod, 

Q MR READ When you were worldng 

A correct. 

1 Q AnddoyouthlnkthatwasrMl-sblrblke . 
2 that 
3 Was that still true In 1997, that a lead 
4 could find out H the part was available a t  the 
5 Oakland base by merely going to the computer, typIng 
6 In the part number and finding out if It was there or 
7 notthere? 
8 A Yes,dr,thatstinholdstrue. Whether. 
9 lead or mechank, it dbenr't matter. 
10 Q Do you have any knowledge as you rlt here 
11 today as to whether a jackxrew assembly was present 
l2 at Oakland base In 1997 September? 
l3 NRRUSHING: Objection, ItLbeenaskd 
14 andanswered. 
15 
16 sto&,no. 
17 Q HRREAD Doyoubasethatbecause 
18 comeone tried to find out K one was there with regard 
19 tothisjob? 
20 A Uh,thatIdon't~~Ytherewasa 
21 partsorderaanyWngonthisjGb. 
22 Q Iunderstand. 
23 
24 there was no jackscrew assembly available atthe 
25 Oakland base on September 3Oth, U97? 

THE W l l N W :  f don't believe we had one In 

How Is I t  that you came to beliew that 
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1 '""K rd p3sohaItfnever reen one. 
2 Q Did you or anyone eke, to your knowledne, 
3 00 In the computer tow 16 one was available wlth 
4 respect to Alrcraft 963 on September 3 M ?  
S 
6 I did personally, no, on the nightd 
7 the=,no. .. 
8 Q But did anyone ten you or do you have m y  
9 information from any other source that lees you ten 

10 us that it is Y fadthat nb jackarew assemb!ywas 
11 rvalable that could have been used pn Atmft 963 In 

A That, I don't Imow. 

1 correct you obsenred the jackscrew assembly? 
2 A Yes,slr. 
3 Q I've read your testimony yesterday, and I 
4 understand that you said fist R did not look to you 
5 like It had been recentiy lubdcated. And later In 
6 the depwltion yestday you said R looked to you 
7 li It had not been lubricated as much as It's 

9 
10 MR. RUSHING Obfectlon Misstatesthe 
11 wftnedbestlmony. 
12 nlEwmEss: The)aa-yeah#the 
13 jacksuew, In relation towhat I have seen and can 
14 remember from kokhg at that jaascreW, It had 
15 lubrication on It, but ltwas notlubriQted In the 
16 methodthatweamentfykrbe. Andltappearedto me 
17 that It hadn't been recently lubrloted. 
18 MR.REBD: okay. 
19 THE-: bmIsw- 

8 k!&catedtOday* 
Do I have that essentraIly correct? 

20 Q HRREAD. Sobothofthosestatementsare 
21 true? That k, It did not look to you like R had 
22 been recently lubricated; correct? 
23 dconed 
24 Q And In addifion to that R did not lookto 
25 you like whenever It had been lubricated R was 
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1 lubricated in the same manner as you lubricate today? 
2 A marsaxre& 
3 
4 A I don't remember. 
5 I "ember that the jadwJew itself, on 

7 that I see every night In the hangar tight after it 
8 oomesInoffofusage. 
9 Q IJI other words, R looks like used grease? 
io A usedgrease;itwasdark I r r o n ' t m n  
11 thatthenuthadredorgroengreaseonk 
12 Q Do you have any knowledge from any source 
l3 as to whether Hobil28 grease was rMI available for 
14 use at the Oakland base kn September of 19977 
15 A 1 d o n ' t " b e r .  AndIsaythatbecauseI 
16 don'tkxrw~thehFzocameIn. WhentheybkdtO 
17 make their srvttchor whatever it was. I don't mall. 
l8 
19 A AnogotooSIsagaugethatmeasures-it 
20 usuany has b o  dimensions, it3 made bya machinisl, 
21 And ihusedfordetermining the limttsofan item 
22 Whether it be in thk~ther tops,  whlchkwhat 
23 the no go gauge was for8 was to measure the dimension 
24 ofwhereIhestopswereset 
25 Q Do I Mdf2Ktand that durlng the recheck of 

Q What color was the m e ?  

6 t h e ~ ~ ! f a p p e a r e d t h a t ~ t O ~ 8 t o b e O n e  

Q What Is a no go toon 
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1 the end-play the no go tool was not used? 
2 A Thatkmnect 
3 QWhyLthat? 
4 A Becausethatportlonofthedsedcwasn't 
5 Mittenup. I twasatreadyaampWancl  
6 rpparentlyvafid. Andnothingwaswrongont 
7 Q Are you aware of any record, whether tt's 
8 in handwriting or printing or computer, any kind of 
9 record that would document what klnd of grease was 
10 utiliied on a jadsaew assembly In September 1997t 
11 A No8*. . 
12 Q In other words, Is the type of grease ever 
13 recorded anywhere that p u  have knowledge $bout?, 
14 A Not that Ih aware of. I 

15 
16 When pu caw ExhlbR 130 on -,let me badc , 
17 upagain. 
18 Was September 90th the first time you had 
19 ever ceen thls non-routine card marked as ExhlbR B O ?  
20 A Thatkcwreff. 
2l Q Whenpusawlt,Itakeltyoucawthe 
22 entry that the first reading had been .040? , 
23 AThatkcosrect 
24 
25 or because of the signature that Mr. Bautista had made 
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Q When you caw - rtrlke that. 

Q Were you aware because of the handwriting ' 
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1 thatentiy? 
2 A Yes8$r. 
3 Q You knew he was an Inspector? 
4 A Yes8&. . 
5 Q Hek of equal, sort of, rank with p u ?  
6 A Attheametime,yes,sIr. Hehasmeby 
7 seniority. 
8 Q Had you em, up until that date, seen a 
9 reading for an end-play &e& IS htgh as .040? 
10 A No,&. 
11 Q When you saw that entry on the non-routine 
12 card as to the first reamng of .040, did p u  pmlf 
l3 make any calarlatlon as to what the wear rate had been 
14 on this jackscrew assembly? 
15 A No8&. 
16 
17 September 3Mh, 1997 (IS to what the expected uear 
18 iateofthejacicscrewassembtyuas? 
19 A No, sir. 
20 Q Had you ever taken any dasses put on by 
21 Alaska or anybody else concerning uear rates on 

23 A No8*. 
24 
25 concerned the subject of when jackcrew assemblies 

Q Did you have any knowledge as of 

22 ja&crew.sremblii 

Q Had you ever taken any dasses that 
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1 should be replaced because ofuear? 
2 A No8&. 
3 Q Did you or anyone to p u r  knowledge, 
4 make any calculations 8s to when In time after 
5 September3Oththejacicscrew.ssemblywouldbe~am 
6 beyondllmlk? 
7 A NO,*. IkrowIddnot M r m n o b  
8 prlvyifanybo&ydseQdanot 
9 Q Did you have any dlscusslon With anybody at 
10 any time about the fact that tf the jadsuew assembly. 
11 wasn't replaced It would be beyond limits In c certain 
l2 petiodoftlme? 

14 Q Howaboutgenerally? 
ls I want to know If you had any ditcutdon 
16 wSth anybody In which the subject of, you how, if we 
17 don't repface thfs thing it's golng to be beyond the 
18 K m i k  before the next end-play c h e w  
19 ATRat~oundsfamtliar~but- 
20 MR.Ru\D: okay. 
21 
22 Q MRREAD: Allrfght. 
23 
24 Mr. lensel and Mr. Azbell when they came to you t o 8  
25 and tofd p u  they were upset about the fact that thelr 

l3 A &*8&-* 
I 

THE WllNEss: R dws, R Lwnds familiar 

Did you have that discussion wlth 
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1 recheck had been required? 
2 A Thatmndsfamlliar. 
3 MfLRUSHING: ktmeobjecttotfwlfonnd 
4 that~qwstion.~ecau~eamlsstatesthewitness' 
5 tesmonydassumesfactsnothtvidence. 
6 HRREAD: ntrephrasek 
7 MR RUSHING: I Mwld appredate It if you 
8 would. 
9 Q HR READ: Do you believe, now that you 
LO think about It, that you had such a discussion with 
11 Mr. A;rbd and Mr. Hensel when they came to you to 
l2 reporttbattheyhadromeconcem~thetsctthat 
B three days had elapsed before this recheck had been 
L4 requested? 
LS A Readthatqwstioslbadconemoretlme. 
16 Q S m  
L7 As you think about it now, do you'beneve . 
LB that you had some discussion with Hr. Azba and 
L9 Mr. Hensel about the fact that this jacksuew assembly 
!O may be beyond limits prfot to the next end-play &e& 
11 
K Ihadthatwiththem. Orthatfffidtbt 
!3 Q Wen- 
!4 A BuLImean,thestatementyou'remaking 
5 does sound famiiiar to me. 

A It a d s  fa", but I can't verify that 

. pPgc1M 

1 Q r m  cure you can appredate that this Is a 
2 wryimportant- 
3 A fdo. 
4 Q - q u d o n .  And I know that you larow that 
5 you're under oath, and so I just want you to do the 
6 best you can, Mr. Minnette, to tell us what you recalt 

8 A Icanmnthat-basicallythatphrase. 
9 And I can't really phpolntwhat all wassald 
LO I mean it - and I can undentand It, 
11 because something was bald there. It4 familiar. 
12 QAllrfght. 
l3 So - I don't want to put words In your 
14 mouth. 
l5 A Iunderstandthat 
16 Q I just want to know are you relatively 
17 certaln 8s you rlt here today that you had come 
18 discussions Wrth somebody on the subject a f the  fact 
19 that this jackscrew assembly would be beyond limits 
D sometime ptior to the next end-play dreck? 
!l A rdontmmwasspedfied-brs 
2 where -vrrh= rm, -1 don't - Iremember 
D something about that but I don't remember as far as 
kl sayhgthatitwculdbebeyondiimitsorthatthe I 

5 Qsasdanalditwwldbebeyondlimitr. Becaosef 

7 8bOe that COIWetS&O& 
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1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
ls 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
2s 

have no idea wtiatthewearratels. 
Q As opposed to R mlght be? Xs that what 

you mean? 
A c o r r e d  
Q When tbat dlscusston took place, did 

'anybody seek to d e t e d n e  more information about bow 
fastthese@kscrew.rsemblieswear? 

A NottomyMedge,na 
Q Did anybody go, to your knowledge, to the 

maintenance manual to determine if the malntenance 
manual had lnformation about the wear mtes? 

A Ibelievewechedredthe"?manwr 
and that pretty mudr was verbatim what our card had; 

And yhatk - I dosrzrecall that they - 
rfnmsombcdywenth* 1don'tr€fawm 
IpwOMnvdid 

you thought aboutwhat had happened In September of 
1997, were you conwmed with the fact that there had 
been this discussion that thIs jackrapw assembly may 
be beyond l imb before the next end-phy check? 

bothered you since then? 

which was ddng the che&. 

Q After the acddent Hr. Hinnette, and M 

Is Miat mmetfrfng, k that part of what's 

MR RUSHING. Itlnktatesthe 
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1 wlbless'testtmwry.Irsagnnentathre.Ladrs 
2 foundation. 
3 MEWITNESS. No,&. . 
4 
5 dld you have any discussion at any time with 
6 Mr. Hensel or Mr. Arbell about the discussion you and 
7 I have just been talking .bout? 
8 A Wedisarssedabtdthbrgs. Icantbe 
9 fachralandraywedid. I ~ ~ I d O n ' t r e c a W  

l o y  anYEhh9 SPedfK to that 
11 Q At any time up mtiI today? 
12 A No. 
l3 Q Where one of you said to the other, don't 
14 you remember, Ron, that we had that disatsslon? 
15 A No. No. No. 
16 Q Anrfght 
17 Had you ever seen a jadcxmiw assembty 
18 prior to September 30th that had 8s much wear as .033? 
19 A No. 
20 Q What's the hIghest end-play that you recall 
21 prior to september XWh? I 

22 A Idontmzcallexact~mbers, ButIWDUld 
23 h a v e t o r a y R w a s n o t a w r 2 0 O ~  Itwas 
24 k s s t h n t h a t  
25 

Q MR RE4D: After the acddent occurre4 

pe-lly. 

Q So when you saw Mr. Bautfstak reading rf 
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1 .040, and you parb'dpated In tfw &and got .033, 
2 did thefaftthatthatwasalmostdoublethe Wghest 
3 you had ever seen give you any concem? 
4 A I g W S ~ W k t t h e W t b t I ~ - I  
5 mean,Iwasconvincedotl-readingwascorrect AndR 
6 waswfthinlmitk AndbwhatsctentIknewof,what 
7 
8 wassatiffactory. 
9 Q Okay. 

10 And I think -just to be dear - after 
11 you got p u r  reading of ,033, am I right that other 
12 than Mr. Hensel and Mr. AzbeIl, you didn't have any 
13 discusdons with a*ody else at your level or above 
14 on thls whole subject ofthe end-play chedtt 
15 MRTOPB: No. IthougMhejustWdus 
16 hetdkedb 
17 THE IdidhawOnedW- 
18 MRRUSHING: we&. 
19 MRREAD: I'rngolngtorephrase. J" 

21 Q M R  READ: Do you recan any more b i n  
22 what you have told us already about what you and 
23 Mr. putista discussed? 
24 A N0,slr. 
25 . Q Did Mr. Bzlublsta erpress to you any concern 

my me ofthe fadocrew was at that time, that 

20 wrong.rustarto~er. 

1 with the fact that you and Hr. Heme1 and Mr. Azbell 
2 had gotten a diffmt feadingthan he had got? 
3 A t408 other than a possible - no8 I  don^ 
4 even wanted toconjecture on that becauseI'm not 
5 pcrdthre. 
6 
7 L c t t h a t ~ l a ~ e r e w ~ e m b l y m a y b e b e y o n s l m f t s  
8 beforethenextcf~edcoccurredwithMr.Baut&ta? 
9 A No8 dr. 

10 Q Okay. 
11 Other than Mr. Bautlsta, did yoy have any ' 

12 disanslons with anybody bbove you? 
l3 A Yes. IbelleveIstabedItalkedwith 
14 Mannyolat AndthatwassRerMr.Bautista1 
15 benew. msameclay. Ijustcweredthatthts 
16 momlrig. 
17 
18 A No,Mr.DCazIsarupervlsor. HeLafways 
19 been a supevlmdnce I have known hlm, I believe. 
20 
21 A HetooktheinformationIconveyedbhfm 
22 andtheywenttothemeetlngroom Tothetkstofmy 
23 lolowledgethatwasIihinkprobablythelastfcver 
24 heardaboutltuprartiltfieacddent 
25 Q Am I coned that you, yoursetc had no 

Q Do you think that your disanslon about the 

Q I thought Mr. DSat was a lead mechanic 

Q What did Mr. Diaz say? 
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1 discussions with Mr. -tine - 
2 A No8sir. 
3 
4 
5 Q kryourexpedence,d&IAIaskaAIrlines 

' 6 normally lubricate a part that had been scheduled for 
7 replacement? 
8 MRRVSHING Iknow,Gaeg,ywdidnYa5k 
9 Wsqwstfon,butRhasbeenaskedandlthasbeen 

10 answered. overtykoad Ladofandation. 
11 Go ahead and answer It 
12 THEWllUESS: Repeattkquestlon 
13 Q HRREAD: Inyour-didthe 
14 Oakland base normaIty Iubdcate a part that was 
1s scheduled for replacement? 
16 A Idon'tknaw. 
17 Q Had you ever seen that done before? 
18 A No,&. 
19 Q Do y w  consider that unusuaI? 
20 MRRUSHING: Objection. Ovedylxoad. 
21 LMksfoundation. 
22 THEWITNESS: I,IdonVJOKMifIWOU(d 
23 mdder It unusual or nat I really. I'd - 
24 Q HRREAD: Didyouknowwhenyou 
25 partidpalea in the &&play rechedr that the part had 

Q - concemlng this end-play check? 
A No8 sir8 not that Fm mre of. 
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1 been lubricated slnce the first check? 
2 A No,sir. 
3 Q Do you have any knowledge as to whether 
4 lubrication kan affect the readngs on an end-play 
s 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 

- - -  
check? 

have heard that R does. But I don't recall that I've 
ever been involved fn one where It did. 

MRREAD: Okay. Thanks. 
MR RUSHING: Do we have any estimate 

before we unitlnue? 
MRTOPEL: Halfanhour. 
MRRUSHPNG Here'stfpequestlon. Wehave 

two mlnutes until 12, and the case management order 
says we usually stop at 12 

MR TOPEL: Pm wllnng to go on. I think 

to have hlm m e  badc here at some polnt in the 
Mure. 

that 0 you have a half hour and Mr. Boyk has "e 
Ime and there Is maybe some other redirect 
examination, then I" not sure how much longer Ks 
gdng to go. 

A NotatthattlmeIdldnot Slnc~thenI 

it would reany be very inconvenient for w W i t n e s  

MR RUSHING: I couldn't agree mcm, except 

M R W :  Ustogetherwtllbeahalfan 
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1 hour. 
2 MRRUSHING Iasaaneyoudon'thave 
3 anythingfurther,steve?. 
4 MRRIAM(EL: Notatthisthe. 
5 MRRUSHING WsseehowRgoes. 
6 
7 complete thls rather tfun reschedule It. 
8 MR.RUSHIffi: Letsgoahead. Seehowit ' 

9 -  
10 
11 D(AMINATI0N ' 

12 
13 B Y M R m  
14 
15 day, but let me formerly 1ntmduait.mysetf. 
16 I represent the fimlly of a passenger who . 
17 died on the alrcrak And colfectjvely, Mr. Boyle and 
18 L represent all ofthe finll ies of people who died oll ' 
19 the ahcraft who are &*I1 Involved in thls lawsuit on 
20 behalf of what's called the Plaintiffs bteering 
2l Commlttee. That's who we are. 
22 A okay. 
23 Q You have told us that sfnce 
24 methods for testing the endplay o 
25 have changed In a number of ways; 

MR TOPEL I really think we should try b 

Q My name Is Marc Topel. We met the other 

W f 7 4  

1 itnotslr? 
2 A Yes, sir. 
3 
4 experfence at Alaska when you do a test such u an 
5 end-play check, you M doing that according to a task 
6 card; isn't that rtpht, slr? 
7 A C o r r e d  
8 Q Andthetaskcard,asfaruyouknow, 
9 comes from the maintenance manual; h't that eo- 

10 A l h t ' ~ " & ! U  , .  
11 Q And the maintenance manual is a document . 
l2 that's provided by the manufacturer of the plane or 
U the part; Isn't that correct? 
14 ACorred 
15 Q Orboth? 
16 A orboth. 
17 Q Rightdr. 
18 
19 Douglas and/Boelng; kn't that right? 
20 AConect 
21 
=card. 
23 A WmWns) 
24 Q Thankyou. 
25 . That was followed back In 1997 for this 

Q Now, them k a, baslcally In your 

In that case, that would be McDonnell 

Q Would you open to 126, whlch k'the task 
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"1'3Mbplay ;check Do you see that sir? 
2 .  "A Yes.&. . ~ . 
3 
4 malntenance manual; isn't that right? 
5 A Yes,sir. 
6 Q Nowf#rantyoutolookintherefi~at 
7 the, briefly look through k, and does lt anywhere in 
8 there say at this time that this test the end-play 
9 test, should be done before the part b lubrfcated? 

10 
11 Alaska Airliner that this test should be done before 

'Q As far as you're aware, that came from the 

b there any nthiisementto you people at 

Page 176 

1 doing end-play checks did not mds& as far as p u  
2 knew, baadc In 1997; kn't that correct? 
3 A W S a # r e d  
4 Q And based on what you know, 6oelng had not 
5 directed Alaska or HcDonnd DouglaslBoelng had not 
6 directed Alaska, do thls check before you lube; Isn't 

. .  ; th~mEkRANm obfectfon.~NoIbundatlon. 
9 0 1  forspecuhtbn. 

10 MR. TOPEL You can answer the question. 
11 THEWTNESS: Repeatthequeafonplease. 
12 Q HR TOPEL: As far as you know back br 
13 September of l997 - And I l l  slow down because we 8re 
14 trylng @o get out of here and I have a tendency to go 
15 qulckly, so I am QOlng to stow down. 
16 Back In LeptemberQctober 1997, a t  the h e  
17 this, the tests, We end-play tertr that we have been 
18 talking about were golng on, as far as you know, 
19 Boelng had not Insbuckd Alaska to only do these 
20 testr. 
21 
22 (Off-the-record Discussion held) 
23 
24 far as you're mware, there was no directhre from 
25 60elng to Alaska that end-play checks should onIy be 

Imt me .sk the puestlon again. 

Q HR TOPEP: In September-October 1997, u 
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1 done before lubrication ocanred7 
2 MRRWUKEL: Objection. Callsfor 
3 speculation. NofoundatJon. 
4 Q HR TOPEL: You can answer, sir. 
5 A That!~correct~Ihavenowaydknowing. 
6 Q And the tasking procedure as an Inspector 
7 at the time, your job-- to make sure, for Instance, 
8 on an end-play procedure, that end-play test, that the 
9 procedures set totth clther In the task card or the 

10 maintenance manual were followed; isn't that right? 
11 A Yes,slr. *' * 

12 Q Andyoudidyourbesttomakesurethey 
13 werefollowed;Isn'tbratright? ' ' 

14 A fhat!saKI.e&' 
15 Q But you yourself aren'tthe 
16 termed what those stw should be; Isn't that come&? 
17 ' A  That!san?ect. 
18 Q And If In fact those steps were Inadequate 
19 to get a valid result, that wouldn't be bmethlng you 
20 would be aware of; Ln't that correct? 
21 MR FRANKEL: Objectroni Qtlsfor 
22 speculation. Ksvague, it's ambiguous. 1"per 
23 hypothetical. 
24 Q'MRTOPEL: Youcananswer. - 
25 ATWsan?ect .  - 
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1 Q So, for Instance, Hyou followed - #you 
2 had thfs nice 15-step testing procedure here and It 
3 brought you to a result but because of Inherent flaws 
4 In the procedure that result was not correct, you 
5 woad have no way of b w h g  the would you? 

7 Qllsforspeculati4n. Msargumentabive. 
8 THE WlTNESS: I wwld assume that to be 
9 W e .  

10 
11 Now, let's po back to the issue of 
12 htbrication. * .  
13 You first - you observed your test on the 
14 second end-play check on the 30th of Septe-, Isn't 
is thatright? 
16 A CDneCt 
17 Q I want you to look at Exhibii 122.' 
18 A ("PMw) I 

19 Q You testified yesterday and thSs "Sng 
20 that you observed thSs and It didn't appear that there 
21 had been a recent lubrlcation. 
22 00 you see that? 
23 
24 A Yes, sir. 
25 QTakealookat1ZZ 

6 c MR. FRuQKEt: ObJectiOsl. NO (bundatim. 

Q MR 6 P € k  All rlght, slr. 
I 

'- 

Do you remember that testimony? 
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1 
2 elevator tabs and horizontal stabili i ,  L It not? 
3 A Yes,sir. 
4 Q Iwantyoutogodomtothebottom. Our 
5 copy Is a Ume bSt cutoff, but we certainly can 

7 
8 andthereisaword,youonlyseehalfafiL I 
9 believe It's "completed." Signed by somebody and 

10 crated9/28/97. 
11 Do you Lee that? 
12 
13 
14 onthat? . 
15 
16 A ItappeanbbeMkflGddbeck 
17 Q Who's Mr. JefiGoldbedc? 
l8 A Hewasaproductloncartrdindlvfdualat 
19 thetime. 
20 
21 to make sure that when they slgn off at the bottom of 
22 these task cards It indicates that the tasks have been 
23 done; Isn't that right? 
24 MRRUSHING: Objdon. 
25 lHEWIINESS: Tothebestofmyknowledge, 

Thls is a task cashed for lubrication of 

' 6  makeoutwhat i tk  
It has "all maintenance w o n  items" 

A yes, sir, thah aune& 
Q Do you happen to recognize! who rlgned 

Do you recognize that rlgnature? 

Q ft'r production contrors job, k a not, 

prge 1lJo 

1 RIndlcafEsthatthepapenrvollrhatbeentinishedand 
2 k- 
3 
4 the fob itself, that h y  aTe wiQhg that ttdsjob 
5 hasbeenoOmprekU. M%themechankverified 
6 thatwhenhesignedit. 
7 Q MRTOPEL ~ u t i t - y s ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ a i n t e n a ~ ~  
8 w o n  ifems completed.- 
9 

10 is right there. It doemY cay paperwork completed. 
11 I€ says -all maintenance and bwpe&on Items 
12 completed;" does it not? 
13 A Yes,sir,that'swhatRsays. 
14 Q And lubrkati on is a malntenance item; 
15 b'tit? 
16 A Yes,$r. 
17 Q SoamImkeadingRwhenIreadthtsto 
18 say that by the 28th of Septemberthk part had been 
19 lubrlcated? 
20 A Yes,that!swhenthecardwasdearedon 
21 them Andthefactthatltwasmarkedas 
22 cCm&tedwouldkUmethat the~that  
23 s i g n e d l t o f f h a d l l t .  AndIWdassume 
24 bykoldngatthisthatwasthe28th,yes 
25 

I don't believe they an? signing offthat 

If the word gcompleted" & what I thlnk It 

Q Yesf tlr. And that was tvvo days before you 
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1 first caw this part; lsn'tthat fight7 

3 Q And also tf you would look at M l b R  l30, 
4 that Indicates that Ule furt end-play ch* the one 
5 done by inspectot Bautista and mechanic Balabat 
6 oaumd on the 27th; isn't that tight? 
7 . AIwouldasnanelha~sbwastheMIGwas 
B w r i t t e n o n t h e ~ y e s . .  
9 

10 beforethecheck? IheHIGhadtobewrittenafterbe 
11 dl*kn'tthat- 
12 A Yes,sir. 
13 QOkay. 
14 And once agaln, as far as you're aware, 
15 there had been no advisory from the Boefng Company or 
16 the HcDonnen Douglas Company that If yw lubed 
17 between tests or If p u  lubed before an end-play test: 
18 that it could affea the results? 
19 MR FRANKEL. objection. NoOdation. 

21 
22 A X W s m r r e d  
23 
24 
25 taking out any disaetlon that had to do Wfth toque. 

2 A marsq#re& 

Q And the MIG wouldn't have been &n 

20 Qasforbpeorlatim 
Q M R  fop& 'that% correct k n o t  Sit? 

Q let's go to another change. 
f i a t  is the change that had to do with the 
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1 The amount of torque; kKh pressure put on the 
2 torquing ~ r e n c h  to put iO test Urd-pby. 
3 A Ya,dr. 
4 Q Anright. 
5 
6 InSeptemberafl997? 

8 
9 task card? 60 back to 126. 

10 A- 
11 
12 procedures that were set out In the mafntenance 
l 3  manual; kn't that correctil 
14 A'thatscorrect 
l5 Q So that the manufacturer IS Wing you, . 
16 Alaska Ahfines, that you don't have to necessarply* 
17 use the same amount of torque press= to do l 3 ~ ?  test 
is from one time to another; Isn't that correcV 
19 MR. FRANKEL: Objecbon. No foundation. , 

21 
22 AThewayIpersonallyunders$ndhwnmy ' 

23 baainfng was lhat when you're given a torque Bmlt you 
24 go halfway in between thebque e n d ~ s w h a t y o u  
25 use.Tha!3sstandadp". 

That discretion odsted, did R no t  back 

7 A Y t S q  
Q And we knowR@ted because we have the 

Q And as far as you're amre, that was the - 

20 t a n s f o r m t i o n .  
Q MR TOP= You can answer. 
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1 
2 
3 A Mid-range of torque. 
4 
5 done on your second check7 Do you remember that? 
6 '  . A.T~'thebest&my- 

8 ~TmwllNEs9 Tothebestdmyknowledge, 
9 itwassetat175inchpounds.. 

10 Q MRTOPEL All rlght. 
11 
12 kin . , 

13 A No,sir. 
14 

16 A M , & .  - 
17 Q Doyouknowwhyttwaswrittentogives 
18 discretion? 
19 MR. FRANKEL: Objedon. Nofourdatbn. 
20 C a A s f - o r ~ a t j o n .  * 

21 THE" No,dr,Ihavenoidea. 
22 Q MR TOPEL: Doesn't R - wouldn't it 
23 appear that - well, strike that 
24 
25 after the crash; isn't that coRoct? 

Q Do you know whether or not - 
THE REPORTER: I didn't get the end. 

Q M R  TOPEL: DO YOU h t n o w  whether that was 

* 7  M R W K B :  Wanda- 

u any event, that IS no longer tie case; 

Q Right now you don't have any discretion 
15 abouttt? .* 

In any event, there were other changes 
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1 A Yes,&. 
2 Q ,You talked about (L reshainlng tool that 
3 allowed you to see the ends of the  threads? 
4 ACorreet 
5 Q Does that make any sense? 
6 A correct That'saDougtaspart.yes. 
7 W s  a Douglas restralnfng fixture 1 believe 
8 Q And that Douglas restraining fixtute, when 
9 was t he  first time you saw that fuikrre? 

10 A Icouldn'tputadateonh 
11 Q Was It before or after the cash? 
12 A Xtwasbeforetdidthisdreck I 

13 

15 30th. Before we did that check, I had seen thattool 
16 Wote. 
17 Q M R  TOP% Was that the restraining ' 
18 fixture that was used during your if you 
19 remember? , 

20 . MR.RUSHING Obj-. Askedand 
21 answered. 
22 lHEWITNES3 Y68dr. 
23 
24 that f i r e  dnce the  crash? 
25 A No, sir. 

MR RUSHING Refening to WlibR 1301 
14 THE WITNESS: Referring p h  - before the 

Q M R  TOP- Has there been a change In 
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1 
2 AndIbelievetheyareallthesameltdurenow. 
3 Q Was there ever a fixture that didn't allow 
4 you to see the end-play threads - I mean the threads? 

6 QWhenwasthatused? 
7 A xtwas-Icantrecanspeacmonths. 
8 Itwasafterthecrash. Weanlyhadoneandwehadso 
9 manytodo. Wehadonef ixhaerhat ld .  And 

10 thereweiesomanyhrdo. 
11 M I  don't know if itwas perha6 h 
12 betweenaKmewhenwewentfPwnonebmre. There 
l3 wassomeother~made.k.ldtheydldnothinre 
14 the Vidbfe threads. And I remember one of km we 
15 ha4 we got one ofthem tremernber we turned back 
16 becausethethreadsweretDoshoh 
17 Q Turned badrtawhom? 
18 A Well,itwasturnedMostoresas 
19 unusable. WhereItwenththere,Idontknow. 
20 
21 where It cays what the alowable limits were. 
22 A ( m n g )  
23 Q fhat "between ,003 and .M." 
24 A Yes,&. 
25 Q Doyouseethatstep? 

I thMr we've gd four or five ofthem. 

5 A Ye8&. ' - 

Q f want you to go bad< to 126 to the part 
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1 A Yes. 
2 Q Is there any bstwction to you about what 
3 you should do if you find the cnd-play to be, let's 
4 ray,oVermo? 

Q Is there any instruction as to whatthe 
5 A @ & .  
6 
7 frequency of subsequent inspections should be if you 
8 find it a t  any point above a307 , 
9 A No, dr. 

10 Q Is there any instn~ctions plven, as far as 
11 you're aware, on that task card fir& as to what the, 
12 what you should do if you find t a t  .OM In concern 
13 to subsequent inspections for the frequency of 
14 subsequent inspections? 
Ei A &,sir. 
16 
17 you're bidng at the task card .. ms far as you haw, 
18 equally througf~ of the malntenance manual; isn't that 
14 comet? 
20 ATh&COll&. 
21 
22 malntenance manual k a manual that ir pmvlded by the 
23 manufacturer ofthe alrplane? 
24 MRRZANKEL: O b j & h  NofWndat[an. 

Q I take ir, sir, that that's equally true - 

Q And again, k I t  not correa that the 

zs Q HR TOPEL: nyou know. 
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1 A TothebestofmyInowledge,yeszir. 
2 Q NOW, It's OWOLIS, is It yw'm aware 
3 from Inspecting jacksuews that they wear with flight 
4 ofthealrplane? 
5 A Yes,dr. 

' 6  Q It% not romethlng that Is the longer the 
7 plane flks the more wear you're golng to get on that 
8 paart;lsnYthatcorrectt 
9 A lhat'stme, 

10 
11 alrplane. This alrplane was going badc into sewice; 
12 wasknot? 
13 A M  
14 Q Andif- 
15 
16 allowable end-play limlt a t  this t lmet  
17 A m -  
18 Q And when you measuted the - you have 
19 elther 40 thousandths or 33. 
20 It was obvlous, was It hot that at some 
21 point in the relattvety near future this part was 
22 golng to go out of spec; Isn't that Wt? 
23 MR RUSHING: Let me object The question 
24 mlsstatesthetestimony. Xthinkyo~saId~Sand 
25 youmeant.a33inches. 

Q And you were dolng a Gchedc on an active 

What did you understand to be the d m u m  
.. 

page 188 

1 MRTOPEL: Thaba#re& Thankw 
2 D o n .  
3 MEWTNESS: Atsomepdnthtimethe 
4 partwinwear,Yes. 
5 Q MRTOPEL Andyoualroweremare,were 
6 younotor-strikethat 
7 Do you know whether ur not Boeing 
8 Corporation at thls ti me was aware of what the 
9 scheduled, what Alaska's scheduled malntenance or 

10 Gchedrfrequencywas? 
11 MR FRANKEL Objedh. NofwndatiOn. 
12 Qnsformatlon. 
13 MRTOPEL'rmaskhgKheknowr 
14 MR FRANKEL. - Thatsnotwhatywrquestlon 
15Was. 
16 Q MR TOPEL: Do YOU ~ I W W  whether they - 
17 they being Boelng -were aware of Alaska's pracbice 
18 and frequency of cheddng of dolng C&edcs on the 
19 MD-80 airplanes? 
20 MRRW6(B: Sameobfection. calkfor 
21 s p e c u l a t i o n . N o f ~ .  
22 THEWITNESQ rm-AsfarasIknaw, 
23 manufbchaenandFA4havetobuyotTonalW 
24 pertfnent changes to their aimaft. 
25 Q MR. TOPEL: When you say they have - 

h g C  189 
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1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 
11 
l2 
l3 
14 
15: 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 

A Orchedsasitshwldbe. Changesk 
tncomu 

MRTOPEL: Pmsonyyouhaveaverykw 

THE WITFSESS: As far as I" aware, anything 
voice. AndItalkfast ~youtepeat tha t  

done outside ofthe maintenance manual that's written, 
lke for ours, is all appmved by manufacturen and 
the FAA as far as Pm aware of. 

Q MR TOPEt: Such things as frequency - 
A TOthebeStof~knOwledge. 
Q --nqofinspections,eicetera,et 

A conect 1 

If I may, I know freqwndes have changed 

Cetela? 

- I  

overperiodsoftime on these chwk. . 
Q 00 you know how many hours, do you happen- 

to know how many hours, flight hours, this pzrthular. 
963hadatthetDmeofthkGcheck? 

A No, sir, I don't. .. ' 

Q Do you happen to know, based on your 
experience with Alaska Airlines, F a t  the avera 
monthly flight hours were or are for HD-80 aircraft? 

Or yearly? Whatever the appropriate - 
A No. IthWEIbeaeveIhavekokeditup 

before and wed -We have a general figure, but1 

, 

1 can'tmnemberwhatthatk. 
2 

4 
5 end-play test now involves rertraIning both the 
6 faclrsuew and the Acme nut; h ' t t h a f  correct? 
7 A Thahcorte& IbelievethatkstiU,I 
8 benevetberestdntonthenutkEtnltkre. l" 
9 notpositiveonulat.' 
10 Q But  that k different than the procedure , 
11 before the aash; is it not? 
12 It's a change? 
13 A Yes,that'scosreff. 
14 . Q Do you know wbo, as between Alaska altuaft 
15 and being Company, mandated that change? 
16 'A Nqsir. 
17 Q As to any of the changes that have happened 
18 postcrash, do you know as between Boeinp and Alaska 
19 who it was that mandated those changes? 
20 A No,&. 
21 

23 MRRUSHING Anythingfurtherfromanybody 

25 

Q Let me go back to one other aspect of the 

Another change that's happened to the 
3 postcrastr. 

MR TOPEL: That's all the questions I 
22 have.lhankyou. 

24 brienyl 
MR WEL Mr. k y l e  says he has a carpie. 

Page 191 
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''2 *- . 
2 ; --.-EWlINAllON 
3 .  - .  
4 BYMRBOYLE: 
5 Q Mr. Mhnette, I just have a cobla  of 
6 follow up questions on the questions that Hr. Topel 
7 justaskedyw. 
8 A Yes,&. 
9 Q Previously, Mr. Bahbat testified that 

.̂  

Page 192 

1 conducted a vendor tralnlng course on running end-play 
2 checks? 
3 A No, dr, I don't brow, 
4 Q Soyouneverateridedacourseputonby 
5 Boping or HcDonneSl Douglas - 
6 A No. 
7 
8 pdcement of the dial Indica@r could affect the 
9 dults of an end-play check? ' 

io 
11 toSeptember. Thatkthehardpartkmto 
12 differentiate what hehave l e a d  $mx, whatfknew 
13 before. 
14 Q Doywknawthatnow? 
15 A Well,Iknowthatthephcementofitcan 
16 affectlt.Ikxrwifyouallowktoshiftfromside . 
17 to $de, It Wm change; Wyoujstallowa slight 
18 shiftlnit. ahastobequiterfgidh#dertoget 
19 theiroperretting. 
20 Q Okay. With reference to Exhibit Us, rvhfdr 
21 k the task card, anywhere on that task card does R 
22 wam you that the placement of the dial indicator can 
23 affect the resulk ofthe end-play check? 

25 Q Wouldyouliketoknowthat? 

Q xn septemtxr of 1997.did yOu know that the 

A 1 dont m n  cpedficaily h ~ - p  

24 A pol*. 

Page 193 
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1 MRFRANKEL: obfection. Calkfop 
2 speculatbn. Nofoundation. 
3 
4 it. ButIdont,atthispartiarbrtimeIdPn'tknow 
5 that Idldn'talnady know It, you know, If you 
6 Mderstand what I" saylng. 
7 Q MR BOYLE-Jdo. 
8 
9 You mlght have fqured that out on your own; correct? 

10 A corre& 
11 Q AndThlsismyIastMelineof 
12 questioning., 
13 In Sebtembe; of 1997 were you aware that 
14 the presence of contaminants or shavlngs In the gimbal 
15 nut could affect the results of the end-play check? 
16 A No, dr, I w?s not aware that that was an 
17 appncable Rem at that time. 
18 Q Are you aware of that today? 
19 A Yes. 
20 Q Agaln referring to Ewhlbit 126, does It say 
21 anywhere on that dowment that the presence of such 
22 contamlnants can affect the cndplay chedc? 
23 A No,&. 
24 Q Agaln, would you have liked to know that? 
25 A Yes,Eir. 

THE WITNESS; Yes, you would want b know 

But you were not formally Informed of that? 

ppgt 1% 

1 Q With respect to all ofthe changes that you 
2 and Hr. Topel were talMng about would it have been 
3 helpful to you In September of 1997 If you knew that 
4 Information? 
5 MRFRANKB: Objection. Callsfor 
6 speculation. NofoundaUon. 
7 MR RUSHIING: Alsocwnpound. Go ahead 
8 THEWlTNES3 ~ a t t h e d i f f e r w c e h  
9 the checks, 1 would have to say yesfmmwhatwe do 

10 wrrentty to what was then. 
11 
12 ' MILFRANKEL: I h a v e a f e w m r e ~ ~  

MR EWE mars an 1 ha=. mnks. 

l3 
14 MAMINATION 
l5 
16 
17 to the restraining tool, I want to focus back on the 
18 one restralning tool that you sald was on location In 
19 the Hangar 6 fadlity of Alaska ASrIines back ln the 
20 October/September 1997 time period. 
21 
22 A Yes,rir. 
23 Q And I want you to tell me whether you were 
24 able ever to compare the tool that udsted at the tlme 
25 you performed your end-play check, the second m e  that 

Page 195 

Q M R  FRANKEL: Mr. Mlnnette, with respect' 

Do you have that In mind? 

Atkinson-Baker, Inc. 

1 you bwpected on September IOth, with any restraining 
2 tools that were in Alaska's possesslon after the 
3 crash? 
4 Did you ever take the one that was there 
5 back In September of '97 and compare is to one that 
6 boked like the same tool after the crash? 
7 A No,sir,"ercwnparedthem. 
8 Q You don't know as you sit here today 
9 whether the restralning tool that had the threads 

10 vismle back In September of 1997 was the same tool 
11 that you described that you're uslng today to do 
l2 end-playchecks? 
13 MRRUSHING Objectb Vague. M i  
14 thewlt"t&I"y. 
'15 
16 A IbeUeveIstatedthatIWnkthattoo! 
17 isrtalthem AlthoughIdon'tkrowtheserial 

19 Q If you look at Exhibit W, is the serial 
20 number af that restraEnlng f w  reflected under 
21 "aterfats and took" on Exhibit 1267 
22 A No,sfr. 
23 
24 there? 
25 A Atthetopofthepage,that%theAlaska 

Q M R  Ff&ANKEp: Is that *ht? 

18 "berthafsonIt,coIcouldn'tvelifylt. 

Q What Is that the number that's reflected 

ppgt 1% 
. .  

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 

part number and the Douglas part number, I belleve. 

And In order to know whether or not the 
restrainhg fixture that was used to perform thts 
end-play chedr, the recond end-play chedc that you 
partfdpated In, there Is a separate serlal number on 
that part? , 

A Yes. I belleve Ihey are serialized. 
Q But there was only one In the Alaska 

fadlity at that time? 
A Tothebestofmyknowledge,yer 
Q Is there a record kept anywhere of what 

that s a l  number was? 
A Idon ' tb~~~ .  
Q So you don't know how we could find out 

what the rerlaf number was of the restnlnfng fixture 
that was used back In September of 1997 to do both 
end-play checks In thls, on Aircraft 9631 

A Idon'tlo#rwiFfsLoresldhavethat 
InfQrmationOrnot 

Q Okay. 

Q O W *  

Eut you've never compared the one 
testralning f d r e  that existed back in 
September-October 1997 at the Alaska fadlity to any 
other restralning fvrture t?mt you now have on rfte at 

Ppgcln 

. .  
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1 the Alaska fadlity to determine whether In fact they 
2 arethesame? 
3 MRIUJSHDIGWection.kdtedand 
4 answered 
5 
6 QMRFRANKEL Now, throughout the tlme 
7 that you have been at Alaska Airlines In your capadty 
8 both as a mechanic, lead mechanic, inspector and 
9 Inspeetor tupervlsor, have you ever had any 

10 commun1catlons directly wrth either - verbally or In 
11 M n g  - from anyone at Boelng cir McOonnell Douglas? 
12 A No, sir. 
13 Q All the communlcatlons that you receive, 
14 whether verbally or In writing In terms of haw you , 
15 perform your job, came from Alaska Alrllnes; isn't. 
16 thatcorrett? 
17 Anlar iawrrct  I .  

18 
19 inspecting end-play check, your directions how to do 
20 that came from Alaska Alrlihes; a b t ?  
21 A Thabcorre& 
22 
23 tw. 
24 MRRUSHING L e t s g o o f f t h e d .  * 

25 OnweusethesamestipllaUons? - 

THE W"Ess: No, slr, I haven't 

Q In brms of performing end-play checks and 

MR FRA" NO further q - a  at thk 
I _ j  

_. Page198 

1 RR FRANKEk Same stlpufations. 
2 

4 session In the &positron of Michael Mimet&?, day 
5 tWo,onJuly12,U)(IZ WearkMtherecordatl228 
6 p.m. 
7 WFRANKEL: with 
8 transaipt, I would be prepared to strpulate that the 
9 courf mporter be Aieved of her obligations under 
10 thefederalndes;.thattheoriglnalbesentb 
11 Mr. Rushing and that Mr. Rushing make anangements 
12 with the witnwsto sign It under penafty ofperfurv, 
13 withtherequlrementofanynotarybetngwahred. 
14 MR. RUSHING: mrs fine. 4s days from 

MR RUSHING Ws go off the record. 
3 7HE~vLDEoGRApHER: T h l ~ ~ ~ ~ I ~ d e s t h e  

17 MR RUSHING TMw Is prdbably 0- b 
18 do. 
19 MR FRANKB: You'll malntaln atslody of 
20 theorlgtnal tran&eriptand notify uswithin30 days 
21 whether there have been any changes to any of lk 
22 testimonyMr.MiMt9&'Sglmbus. Andifweare 
23 noSsomtifiiweVIassumethatWsbeencwrlewed 
24 andnochangeshavebeenmade. 
25 MR R W Q  lhat'sfute. 

Plgc 199 
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1 MRFRANKB: Just,areywpreparedto 
2 keep custody ofthe original trarscriptand make it 
3 available to the parties upon "able Mpjael 
4 MRRUSHINC: RighL 
5 M R F W W E L  Iffsforsomereasonnot 
6 'available, the origfnal transcript we can Wpulate 
7 thatacertffiedaq)ymnbeusedlnItsstead? 
8 MR RUSHING: As if Ws a slgned o~iglnal? 

10 MRRUSbnffi CaTeCt. 
9 MRFRANKB: YeS. * -  - 

11 1thinktharsthestandardStipUlationwe 
12 have been using all the way along. 
13 (Ending Ume: 1228 p.m.) 
14 , 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
2l  
22 
23 
24 . 
25 

p p s c ~  

1 S A T E O F {  . .  
2 1% 
3 " W O F  
4 
S 
6 
7 I , * m n e d , d e d a m  under penalty 
8 dperjurythatIhavereadtheforegohgtra~ 
9 andIhavemadeanyc" ,edditions,or 
10 deletions that I was desirous of making; .that the 
11 foregoing Is a bue and mmtransaipt of my 
12 b e s t l m o o r y ~ l ~ t h e l € ! f n .  
13 -Ms-dayd- Moz, 
14 at 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 MI- MI"- 
21 
22 
2 3 '  
24 
35 
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1 STATEOFcAufoRNIA ) 
2 
3 cQuNlYoFsANFRANcIsoo) 
4 
5 ShorthandReporber,certlfy: 
6 
7 before meat the tbne and place therein setfath, at 
8 whkhUmethewitnesswaspttunderoathbyme; 
9 

10 objedons made at the tlme ofthe examination were 
11 reaorded stencgraphtcally by me and wece thereafter 
12 hansaibed; 
13 Thatthe foregoing k a  trueand correct 
14 ~nscrfptaPmyshoDthand~sotaken. 
15 I further~rtify that I am nota relative 
16 or employee of any attwrrey or of any ofthe pa-, 
17 nor finandally Interested in the action. 
18 I dedare under the penalty of petjury 
19 undertk laws ofthe swe d(8lifomia that the 
20 foregofngtsbueandaorrea. 
21 Dat€!d ms kly 20,2002. 
22 
23 
24 certified skrorthand RepOrkr 
25 

I# JAN w. SWRA, (3R Na 8207, certlfd 

That the foregoing promedings were taken 

That the testimony ofthewttnessand all 

Page202 

1 R E p o R T E R ' s ~ c A l I ~ o F ~ c o p y  
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 Shorthand Reporter In the state of Qlifomfa certify 
7 that the fwegolng pages77through 2pconstltutea 
8 trw and correct copy ofthe origlnal ckqx&h, 
9 Vofume II, of M I W  MINNFITE, taken on Juty l2, 

10 zooz 
11 1 declare under pertarty of perfurv under 
l 2  the bws ofthe stateof California that the foregdng 
13 kbueandcorre& 
14 Dated &his July 20,2002. 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
u 
24 
25 

I, JAN W. SERRA, CSR No. 8207, CertMed 

JAN W. SERR4, CS.R No. 8207 
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