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1Jnited States l1epartment of tl1e In.te1ior 

vrem.orandu:rn 

O:FFICE OF THE SECREIAJCS:' 
W;;..;;W:ngcon.. D.C. 20210 

To: Director, Bureau of Land Management 
Director, hsh and 1/-Tlldlife Service 
Director, National Par:k SerVice 
Assistant Commissioner, Indian Affairs 

From.: Director, Program Services @ p Q _1 ) R 
Subject Use of C-130A Airtankers- REVISION TO POUCY 

On May 10,.1993, I issued a memorandum prohibiting the use of C-130A airtankers on fires on Department of the Interior lands being managed by a Department of the Iri.terior agency. In addition the memorandum prohibited employees of the Departrnent.ofthe Interior and its bureaus from dispatching any C-130A airtankers, regardless of the location of the fire or the agency · managing the fire. The basis for those prohibitions was documented in the Ivfay 10 memorandum .. 

Sfnce that fune the Department has met with the Federal Aviation Adm.inisttation (.FA .... <\)., the U.S. Forest Service_.,. and the Deparu:nent of Justice. to further explain its concerns and to obtain additional infom1.ation .regarding the process for evaluating aircraft safety and airworthiness-

On May 28, 1993, Mr. William J. 'YVhlter Deputy Director, Flight Standards Services, F .A...L\., w-rote to me acknowledging the concerns t.h~t the Departmc.nt of the Interior has raised regarding the- inspection and maintena.rtce program of t...~e C-130A airtankers and setting forth an expedited process for evaluating tlwse concerns. That process will include an evaluation of the militcuy inspection and maL.t.te:nance program for the C-130As ... establishment of guidance for approving inspection programs, and formutati.on of recorrun.endatio:t.lS to t.he Aircraft Certification Service regarding issuance of any necessary ainvorthiaess directives, designation of life-limited part.s, and revisions to the C-l30A type certification data sheets. Additionally, the FAA will. re'il'iew existing approved inspection program.s and recor.~.1..1:ne.nd revisions that m;:;y be:: necessm y _ 

The FAA reiterated th.a t the C -130As are certificated in the restricted category,. and that their a.ir,vorthiness certification 1vill remain in effect as 1on£" as 
.::.> 



mainte.na .. 'lce a.ci.d alterations are properly performed bv tl:te operators as set forth in the Federal Aviation Regulations. ' ,., ·· 
Thu .. c;. effective hnmediatelv, the prqlu'bitions_QllJ.he use and (JI.sFatch Qf C:..l.'iOA. . aircraft i~ued~iY[av .. 1QJ2~.re vvithdra"tl!h 

Attachment 
Letter dated lvfay 28, 1993/ from William J- White; Deputy Director; Flight Standards Service,. Federal A via Lion Administration 

cc: Office of Aircrait Services 
Bureau Fire Directors 
National Interagency Coordination Center Division of General Law 
Acting Director,~ Fire and Aviation, U.S. Forest Service William J. ·white'" FAA 
National Transportation Safety Board 




