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Mr. Bart House 
D·irector ~ Program service 
Policy Management and Budg~t 
Department o! th~ Int•r1o~, 
wash~ngton~ DC 20240 

near Mr. Hou.se: 

on Friday, May 14, representatives of the Depa.rtment o£ thd 
Intari.or (DO!), Depa.rt.ment of Agr.ic:ulture, Forest S$XV1r:u 
(OAFS) ., the U.S. A.:l.r Force (US.au:') 1 eLnd. tha :E"ecfe:r:a~ Av.!.;:a.· !.!:.on 
Administration (FAA) mQt with thlll Ilepartment of Justice 
(DOJ), Torts Division, to Cl1scuss c:onqerns as to the 
airworthiness of certain Lockhoed c:-130A surpl.us milita: :y 
ai..rcraft. Thgse aircraft ax-e c:ertlficated. in the restr .. c:t'' i 
category and operated under Part 91 of FederaL Aviation 
Regulations (FAR) under qontract tc the DOI and OAFS. 

The FAA considers an aircra£t ~irwcrthy if the aircraft 
conforms to its type design a.nd is in a .c::ondi.tion for s< .t:e 
o~eration. · 

The Lo~kheea C-l30A a1rcratt is ~ligible for issuance oj a 
special ·ai.:rworthin~ss certi!.icate, restricte)d category, i:t 
it is type c.GrtitJ..ca.ted in accordanc:a with Part 21 of tl Q 
FAR- The airworthiness certificate remAins in eff~ct a~ 
long as maintenance, preventive maintenance, and alteratiorf 
are performed in accoraance with Parts 43 and. ~1 of the FM, 
and the aircr~ft is inspected in Accordance with 
Section 9~.409(e) of the FAR. In ajdition, each owner c~ 
opEtrator of the aircraft mtlS'C com,pl·V' with all applicablE 
airworthine5s directives purBuant t.:) Part 39 of t.a'le FAR. 

Although tha FAA monitors t.or compl.lan:ce with the FAR, the 
operator is responsible for the &ir'l.zorth.iness of the a1.tcr.ati.. 
AM long a_g tho ai.:r;cra.f't ope.rat:.c:u::- CCl!1~l.i41U.s wi.th t.he above 
eritaria, the aircraft ~ould "be coru~~dered ai~rthy in its 
restricted caeegory. · · 
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In response to the concerns expressed by the DOI, tha FiA 
will evalu~t~ the ~e~~iremants of the FAA-approved 

,, 

inspection prog~~ for c-130A aircraft undg~ Part 91 oj tt~' 

E"AR and compare those . .reqW.raments. to the military techr .l.c~:. 
puhli.c:ations. A copy of t:.he FAA aoti.on plan outlining the 
tasks and time I!H'!hedule il! enclosed for your review. Or .c.e 1.l' a 
worki.ng group's QValuat:ton 1.s completed, . the progrliJ115 wJ 11 bt: 

compared, the aircraft records reviewed, and the reeultf 
evaluated. A stl.IDitlary report ~ill be provided to you foJ lo.., :.rg 
the evaluation. 

If you have'any furthar questi 
contac~ Kenny Rogers, AFS-510, 

Sincerely, 

William J. ite 
neput~_Oirector, F~ight Stcndarde sarvice 
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