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Lj George F Schofield Jr 21 Ve SYs iy aeme T

US Air Crash
Weather clear, wind from the west favoring 28.
A/C arrives vicinity of Pittsburgh hot and high.
Out of 10,000, airspeed 250 kts.
Auto pilot still engaged.
Check lists being accomplished.
Field disappears beneath nose and still 6000 feet to lose during
circle to 28.
7. Flaps extenided initially. (Flap placard speed may have been
exceeded?)
8. Right flap extends normally.,
9. Left flap fails to extend. (Split flap indication not spotted?)
10, A/C begins roll to left countered by autopilot feeding in right
turn inputs to maintain level flight
11. Auto pilot requests right aileron down, left aileron up.
12. Airspeed now starts to decay rapidly as right wing is extremely
dirty. (Flaps & aileron extended)
13. Nose is lowered to maintain airspeed. (Throttles previously closed
at beginning of descent.
14. As max aileron is fed in left inboard spoiler raises increasing
dirty configuration. (Outboard spoiler?;
15. At some point the auto pilot is disengaged and even with both
pilots assisting airplane continues left roll to the point lift is
decreased even more. (Left bank angle exceeds 30 degrees.)
16. With extreme aileron travel, spoiler on left wing is raised through
spoiler mixer assembly. (See 14. above.)
17. Every natural reaction worsens the problem.
18. Both pilots struggling with right aileron input.
19, No lift as aircraft is in near vertical turmn.
20. Any increase in engine thrust just increases vertical speed.
21. Grab the mike in a valient effort to get a message out, still not
knowing what is causing the problem. (Thinking of R“W 107)
22, Precious little time and mind frozen with fear.

Respectfully, George F Schofield Jr., || GGG s 2
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MEMORANDUM

VPOV i I L L
Date: September 12, 1994
To: Tom Haueter

From:

Subject: Information re USAIR Flight 427

Tom,

Jim La Belle, North Central Regional Office _

I've had three phone calls over the past couple of days that may be of inferesi:

I} Mr. Andy Mc Kenna of the Chicago area was on the accident airplane on the flight
prior to the accident (Charlotie to ORD). Mr, Mc Kenna was sitting in row 1C, and

2)

3)

mentioned to a flight attendant that he heard an unusual

sound, He characterized the sound

as a "gurgling, sputtering sound" comparable to water going down 4 partially clogged drain.
The flight attendant responded that the sound was most likely coming from the PA Speaker.
Mr. Mc Kenna thought this unlikely, but said nothing more. He noted that he first noticed
the noise while in cruise flight, and that the noise continued for most of the flight (or until
he just forgot about it). Mr. Mc Kenna is a frequent (1st classi ﬂier and is affiliated with

a local major league baseball team. Contact number:
a call from one of your groups.

He is anticipating

This comes via Wichita FSDO; A retired Boeing Aircraft [nspector, Mr. Francis
Lashbrook, said the B737 has some inherent horizontal stab iroblems that can result in

reverse lift in certain flight regimes. His numbers: Home

Work -)

A Sr, VP with the Upjohn company was in the vicinity of the accident on another flight,
and had some observations about an unusual smoke/vapor formation, His statement is

attached.

m La Belle
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The plume's size, general shape and coln{;owas similar to what could be expected from s
point sourcs cooling tower water vapor condensate on u quiet day, With the sun
backlighting it, the color ranged from th fcolor of light clouds to dark clouds, The motiom,
for my short observation time was limited and would be consistent with "slowly building”.

With closer observation, the plume had .shape that could only emanate fom a stationary
point source in "unusual atmospheric conditions”, The plume expanded in diameter as it
rose, with the maximum diameter being at about 10 times the groundlevel diameter. The
height was no more than twice the diameter. The west edge of the plame was near
vertical, with the plume leaning to the east and perhaps a little south.

The most unusual aspsct of this plume was that it wag rolled over at the top and ended in

a flat plane. The best way I can describe thia is to verbelly construct. Imaggine the ahove
plume expanding &a it riges, then from ith maxitmam ciameter, contitiue to tise but shrink

the diameter to 60% of maxirmym while i sing anothur 50% in height. Terminate the plume
in a flat horizontal cus, Call the top of the plume 4 dinner plate. Now, fold the top of the
dinner plate over to the southeast to whete it is 65% of the height of the maximurm plume
height. The dinner plate is orientad at 45 degrees from the horizontal. Ay I observed the
dinner piate, top of the phime, from my Mantage point, it was & datk colored ellipse. Twas
not surprised by the dark color, as it wap|in the shads of the plume. 1 was parplexed by the
apperent point start and unusual shape of this plume,.

I did not get another look at the plume '
probiem until we received a panie call fiy)
the news reports, 1 became aware that

om the ground and was unawars of any aircraft

m our deughter on arrival at home. On looking at

sighting could have come from the crash of 447,

This ends my observation. Thoughts abopt this experjence, news reports and my personal
experience lead me to the following spechiation. Aparently 447 went thru some rather
severe motion prior o the major trauma pausing its demise, Could this motion have
resulted in unusual motion of fuel in partially Slled tanks, causing flow of the fuel, or flow
in the vapor space above the fuel thru a jvent to produce a static charge that ignited the air
and vapor rich headapace? This may be g possibility st low altitude.

- Befit wishes in your invastigation and continuing efforts in transportation safety. If you
desire any clarification, I can be reached jat work on im’ at home,

Sincersly,
Melvin J. Vigser
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MEL AND GLORIA VIBBER

Portage, M 400023

Jim LaBell

Regional Supervisor
NTSB

31W775 WNorth Ave.
West Chicago, Iil
60185

Dear Jim,

Per our phone conversation of yesterday, the following 13 an account of what I observed
on my flight into Pittsburgh on Thursday September 8, 1994. As | mentioned to you, I am
a Chemical Engineer with 35 years of various technical experience and am currently the
exesutive in charge of Environmental Quality and Safery at The Upjohn Company. My
observations come from someone interested in natural phenomenon and & passion for
making sense owt of observations, not an experienced pilot of metegrologist.

My wife and I were on the USAir flight from Hartford scheduled to arrive at 7:15 pm. She
had seat 17D and I occupied seat 17F with 17E empty. In the 757, this put me on the right
side, on the front of the wing, window s¢at. My sense is that we were approaching the
runway travelling due West and my obsepvations will be stated from that reference,

During the descent, I continuously looked out the window, enjoying the sights of the
sivers and the geography of the Pittsburgh area, Within the last minute of the descent, 1
observed an unusual plume to the west of northwest of ray location. From my vaitage
point, it appeared to be on the north side bf & ridge, 8-15 miles distant, The ridge looked
1o be running slightly to the north of west at the point of the plume, My observation was
that the ridge was a southern riverbank and that the plume was emaniting from a cooling,
tower asyociated with a power generating station ot the shore,

8}

Closer ohservatior of the plume gave m#
developed into such a shape from s statig
"there's & twisted mushroomed shapad p
some strange atmospheric conditions to
the terminal”. From her position, she did
the plume was probably less than 20 secq
guite stable,

cause to wonder how it could have possibly
ary point source. I remarked to my wife,

e from a gooling towet out there.. Must be
wve created jt. I'd ilke to get a closer look from
hot see the plume, My total observation time of
ds. During this time, the plums appeared to be
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