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PERSONNEL STA'l'ENBNT 

FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTltA110N 
DB'I1lOll'MBlllO ATCI' 

The foUowiDg is a report coi1Cel'lliDs 1be IIXideat iavolviDa CON32721t Idl, Michipn..Jaaualy 
9, 1997 at 2054 UTC. . . 

My name is Steven L. Coc:braD. (SE). I 1m employed u an Air Tmftic Comrol Specialist by the 
Federal Aviation Administration at 1be Decroit M«aopoh Air Trat6c CoaaoJ Tower, Decnm. 
Michigan. 

During the period 1830 UTC,Jamwy 9, 1997, to 0230 UTC, Jamwy 10, 1997,1 wu on duty in 
the Detroit Metropolitan TRACON. I was workiDa the AniYal East (B) position ftom 1946 UTC 
to2059UTC. 

I took a handofffrom the "S" position approx. 15 to 20 miles southwest ofDTW. I wu providing 
radar vectors for the ILS 3R approach. I issued a betrf'DI and altitude. to COM3272. tbat Would 
intercept the Localizer and received DO reply. I called COM3272 two more times, received DO 

reply and then the target disappeared ftom radar. I do not remember what the various Rttings of 
the operational eqQipment wu at the time of the accident. 
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Steven L. Cochran 
Detroit Metro ATCT 
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FEDERAL AVIATION ADMJNISTRAnON . 
DBTllOlT NETllO ATCI' 

Jawy 13. 1997 

ne ....... is. report CODCIII'Dius tbe accident iavolviDg COM3272 at Ida. t.§ehipn,laauary 
9. 19P7. 2054l.n'C. 

My -is CJresory V. Martin (XX). I am employed u an Air Traftic Comro1 Specitlist by tbe 
Fedlra1 AWadon Admjnisf.tation at the Detroit Metropolitan Air Traftic Comro1 Toww, Decroit. 
Mit·a" 

Duriaatbeperiod 1830 UTC. January 9, 1997, to 0230 UTC. January 10, 1997,1 was on duty in 
tbe Delroit Metropolitan TRACON. I was working the West Feeder (S) position &om 2002 UTC 
to210SUTC. 

I took a hlodotf'Cin COM3272 8-9 mi. SSW ofMIZAll I established communications with · 
COM3272 ud gave landing information ud coatrol iDstructions to leqUellCe tbe airoraft with 
other arriviDg traffic. I then slowed COM3272 to 190 knots to allow jet traftic to be MqUCGCeCI 
ahead ofCOM3272. At MIZAR COM3272 was descended to 7,000 ud vectored IIOl'Cheut to 

the base leg lire&. At the base leg area I tumecl COM3272 IIOl!tbeast and reduced the airoraft's 
speed again. I completed a handoft'to tbe "B" controller and cbansecJ COM3272 to hquency 
12S.IS. I do not remember what the various settings of the operationtl equipment was at the time 
or the accident. 

5 ~ ];(,,._,:: 
Grego Martin 
Detroit Metro ATCT 
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DE'lllOIT METRO ATCr 

Tile Muwiac is a nrport CCJIIIleOiiag the tceideat iDVol'YiDs COM3272 tt Ida, M'+'aan. Julutry 
9. 1997 tt 20S4 urc. 
MJ -..e is ICeviD ll Blrttclt (ICB). I tm employed u an Area SupeiWor by the Fecltnl 
Avildaa Actmaiwl,illiaa .r the Detroit Metropolitan Air Traffic Coatrol Toww, Detroit, 
.... ,. I a 
Duria&theperiocll630UTC,1amwy9, 1997, to0230 tn'C.Jamwy 10. 1997,1wasoacluty in 
the Jllllmit Mdlopiittn TRACON. I was wor1cing the Area Supervisor (ASICIC) position &om 
171S Ul'Cto 2344 UTC. 

On O£ about 20SSZ.l was watching the traffic tlow on the Jatellite aector1 wbea the US" 
wnbwBc:r (SE) advisccl me be may have lost an tin:rlft. I immediately weat to the position and 
tskod wiJtt htppeaecl. Tile arrivt1 controllc:r told me he bad COM3272 oa a vector towttd the 
fintl !IDd the .AR.TS ttg tnd primary radar target bad disappeared. I tskod the COIIIlOiler to sbow 
me where the traffic was last obleiVed and wbtt altitude. The controller mtrbd the 11p0t oa the 
rtdar screen. (appnAi.,...,.y 6 miles west ofMonroe Custer Airport) and tt 3200 feet. I looked at 
the adar display and saw no primary target. I then uked the controller to ttansmit to the .m-aft 
to see if it was still there. There wu no response. I then bad the tower transmit to the .m-aft and 
again tbiR was no respome. I told the controllers to stop nmains tpprotehes trul told traffic 
manAgl ulel'lt to put all fixes in the bold. I then bad the controllers worlcing the sectors relieved. 

The first ctlll made was to the State Police post in Monroe. They stttod they bad emerpncy 
vebiclr$ oa the way. I then called Comair flisbt control trul told them tbat one of their f1isbts 
(COM3272) may have c:r+shed. I requested the tail number and how m+ny people on board. The 
Comair representative told me there were 2S passengers and 3 crew and the tail mnnberwas 

N26SCA I then called the Sttte Police back +lid save them the informttion and they Yaified the 
tail111J111ber as N26 (they could not get the lest'**""" of damage to the tail section) but they 
described the aircraft paiDt color and it matched Comair colors (white with red trim). 

I then started MSUIJiing tpproaches to Metro. 

-· I then started worldng the accident package. 
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