
U.S. COAST GUARD WITNESS STATEMENT FORM 
(Please Print Clearly) 

Witness Name: Date: iiJil..-Street Addr ess: Phone Number: 

City/State/Zip: MMC# 1111~-----------
I, the undersigned, make the following statement voluntarily, without threat, duress or promise of reward: 

OATH/SIGNA TIJRE: I have read my statement consisting of _ _ page(s) and hereby swear or affirm the information 
provided is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

( T 

Subscribed and sworn to me, a person authorized by laW to administer oat/:ts, this __ (day) 

of __ (month), (year) 

SIGNATURE OF PERSON ADMINISTERING OATH 

United States Coast Guard 
TRACEN Yorktown, Va. 

MBI_SD07 _0149 

7-4-17 

TRAINING USE ONLY 

Page 1 of __ pages 

Investigating Officer Course (MS-603) 

Training Aid 

Rev. Oct. 201 4 
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WITNESS· STATEMENT 

NAME: L?.c. ( i 
HOME AI?DRESS<:====== HOME 

USCG LICENSE/DOCUMENT #· ___ _ _ _ PORT OF ISSUE: ISSUE DATE:._· _ _ _ __,__ 

POSITION ONBOARD: F&cJ L eac/ TIME ONBAORD.TI;IIS VESSEL: ). : 30 ,:;>.~ 
I 

TIME~GRADE: ________ _ _ __ 

, make the following statelf\ent treely and voluntarily to 

td, J (r G · : · · . . , who has identified himself to me as an Investigating Officer of the U.S. 
Coast Guarq, knowing;that this s tatement may be used in evidence. . .. · .. , , 

MBI_SD07 _0149 



U.S. COAST GUARD WITNESS STATEMENT FORM 
(Please Print Clearly) 

Witness Name: c Date: 

Street Address: . Phone Number: 

City/State/Zip: ------------------- MMC# 

I, the undersigned, make the following statement voluntarily, without threat, duress or promise of reward: 

OATH/SIGNATURE: I have read my statement consisting of __ page(s) and hereby swear or affirm the information 
· is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

Subscribed and sworn to me, a person authorized by Jaw to administer oaths, this __ (day) 

oj __ (rnonth), (year) 

SIGNATURE OF PERSON ADMINISTERING OATH 

United States Coast Guard 

TRACEN Yorktown, Va. 

MBI_SD07 _0134 

7-4-17 
TRAINING USE ONLY 

Page 1 of _ __ pages 

Investigating Officer Course (MS-603) 

Training Aid 

Rev. Oct. 2014 
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.. 
~TNESSSTATEMENT 

NAME: DATE:. _ ____ LOCATION OF INTERVIEW: _____ _ _ 

HOME ADDRESS: ___ _ _ ______ _ _ _ _ ___:. _ __ HOME PHONE:__,_ __ -'----'------'-

USCG LI<;:ENSEIDOCU!>.1ENT# _ _ ____ PORT OF ISSUE:. _ _____ ISSUE DATE:._· ___ ____,__ 

POSITION ONBOA.RD: TuvtE ONBAORD.Tf:!IS VESSEL:. _________ _ 

TIME IN GRADE: _ ____ ____ _ 

Witness Signature: _ ___ ________ _ 

MBI_SD07 _0134 



U.S. COAST GUARD WITNESS STATEMENT FORM 

{iG ~t Clearly) 

Witness Name: 1....!-l~~- Date: 

Street Address: . 

City/Sate/Zip: 

I, the undersigned, make the following statement voluntarily, without threat, duress or promise of reward: 

read my statement consisting of __ page(s) and hereby swear or affirm the information 
to the best of my knowledge. · 

~ 
Subscribed and sworn to me, a person authorized by la"W to administer oaths, this __ (day) 

of __ (month), (year) 

SIGNATURE OF PERSON AOMINlSTER!NG OATH 

tv rn &>tJ 

13~~1-. 
0 f f" je·--: 

United States Coast Guard 
TRACEN Yori(town, Va. 

7-4-17 
TRAINING USE ONLY 

Page l of __ pages 

Investigating Officer Course (MS-603) 
Trarnrng Aid 

Rev. Oct. 2014 
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USCG LI(:ENSEIDOCUMENT It PORT OF ISSUE: ISSUE DATE:_· _.......-'-......... ~ 

POSm~N ON'BOARD..:S;..,.;eote~· """'-'oo..J-f_· ---'----- TIME Ol'JBAO!U>.Tf:JIS VESSEL: ,Z; 'j0f)Y}. - c;: J§p!11 
TIME IN GRADE:._---------

I._lliv=~....;'....:d=-...:...··. ___:__,_· ·....;,___,, ~ake the following state~ent freely and voluntarily to ....:.· -----

·~ . . · who has identified himselfto'rne as an Investigating Offi~er of the U.S. · · · "· 
Coast Guar4, know:ing,that.this statement may be used in evidence. . .. . :,: ·. "< . . 

Witness Signature: _ _ _____ _____ _ 

MBI_SD07 _0139 



U.S. COAST GUARD WITNESS STATEMENT FORM 
(Please Print Clearly) 

Street Address: . Phone Number: 

·-- -----City/State/Zip: MMC# 

I, the undersigned, make the following statement voluntarily, without threat, duress or promise of reward: 

OATH/SIGNATURE: I have read my s tatement consisting of ..L_ page(s) and hereby swear or affirm the information 
provided is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

~STATEMENT 
Subscribed and sworn to me, a person authorized by law to administer oat/:ls, this __ (day) 

of __ (month), (year) 

SIGNATURE OF PERSON ADMINISTERING OATH 

United States Coast Guard 

TRACEN Yorktown, Va. 

MBI_SD07 _0150 

7-4-17 

TRAINING USE ONLY 

Page 1 of _ _ pages 

Investigating Officer Course (MS-603) 

Training Aid 

Rev. Oct. 2014 
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U.S. COAST GUARD WITNESS STATEMENT FORM 
(Please Print Clearly) 

I, the undersigned, make the following statement voluntarily, without threat, duress or promise of reward: 

Y) 0 b!X') >) ... 
OATH/SIGNATURE: I have read my statement consisting of _j_ page(s) and hereby swear or affirm the informaticit 
provided is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

·- ·---- .. -~ - ·--• 
Subscribed and sworn to me, a person authorized by law to administer oaths, this __ (day) 

of __ (month), (year) 

SIGNATURE OF PERSON ADMINISTERTNG OATI-l 

United States Coast Guard 

TRACEN Yorktown, Va. 

MBI_SD07 _0153 

7-4-17 

TRAINlNG USE ONLY 

Page l of __ pages 

Investigating Officer Course (MS-603) 

Training Aid 

Rev. Oct. 2014 



WITNESS .STATEMENT 

LOCATION OF INTERVIEW 

_ __:__ __ HOME 

l/SCG LICENSE!DOCOMENT # ___ ___ PORT OF JSSUE: ______ ISSUE DATE:. ___ _ ~ 

POSITION ONBOA.RD.: ___ ____:_ ______ TIME ONBAORD.Tf:;IIS VESSEL:. ___ ______ ~ 

TJME IN GRADE: ____ _ ____ _ 

I _ _ _ _ __:__:_..:...._ _ _:__ , make the following statement freely and voluntarily to 

0~ G (;; f.\ U( . , who ·has identified himself to me as an Investigating Officer of the U. S. 
Coast Guard, knowing;that this statement may be used in evidence. 

Witness Signature: 

MBI_SD07 _0153 



U.S. COAST GUARD WITNESS STATEMENT FORM 
(Please Print Clearly) 

Witness Name: 

Street Address: . 

City/State/Zip: 

I, the undersigned, make the following statement voluntarily, without threat, duress or promise of reward: 

~\SRQ\~ 
OATII/SIGNA TURE: I have read my statement consisting of ~ pagc(s) and hereby swear or affirm the information 
provided is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

Subscribed and sworn to me. a person authorized by /a"W to administer oaths, this __ (day) 

of __ (month), (year) 

SIGNATIJREOF PERSON ADMINlSTERJl\'G OAnt 

United States Coast Guard 
TRACEN Yorktown, Va. 

MBI_SD07 _0135 

7-4-17 

TRAINING USE ONLY 

Page 1 of __ pages 

Investigating OffiCer Course (MS-603) 
Training Aid 

Rev. Oct. 2014 
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.. 

WITNESS STATEMENT 

NAMEo~~ LOCAT!ONOF 

HOME APDRES · HOME 

(!SCG LI~ENSEIDOCUMENTfl·'-. - ---- PORT OF ISSUE: ISSUE DATE:._· - --'--:.:.... 

POS1TIO~ONBOARD'5Q,\(\)QX' TIME O)'fflAORD.lHIS VESSEL: loOCJ£?\f\- 'f\(J\-:1:>~\.(t . 
TIME IN GRADE:. ________ _ 

I~l;l., QQ. M,o._x\]))... , make the following statement freely and voluntarily to 

l) s G &A vJ<:·. ' ·, who has identified· himself to me as an Investigating Offi~er of the U.s. . '· ··. 
· · Coast Guar<), knowing·1hat this statement may be used in evidence. -. . . :·.,· .. -:,:: -~- · . .-

Witness Signature: ___. 

MBI_SD07 _0135 



U.S. COAST GUARD WITNESS STATEMENT FORM 
(Please Print Clearly) 

Wihtess Name: 

Street Address: 

City/State/Zip: 

I, the undersigned, make the following statement voluntarily, without threat, duress or promise of reward: 

OATH/SIGNATURE; I have read my statement consisting of _!f_ page(s) and hereby swear or affirm the information 
provided is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

SIGNATURE OF INTERVrEWER. 

Subscribed and sworn to me, a person authorized by law to administer oaths, this ) 0 (day) 

of _l_(month), J.O /.? (year) 

SIGNATIJREOF PERSON ADMINISTERit':G OATH 

United States Coast Guard 

TRACEN Yorktown, Va. 

MBI_SD07 _0147 

7·4-17 

TRAINING USE ONLY 

Page 1 of _ _ pages 

Investigating Officer Course (Ms-603) 

Training Aid 

Rev. Oct. 2014 
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WITNESS ·STATEMENT 

HOME 

USCG LI(;ENSEIDOCUMENT #· ___ _ _ _ ·PORT OF ISSUE: ISSUE DATE:_· _ _ _ _ 
. . . 1/ 

POSITION oNJ?OARD: tt/c., : ls /q ff: TIME ONBAORD THIS VESSEL: I ./&. . !:J e al"'_:j 

TIME IN GRADE: ____ _____ _ 

Jca·4 t t «- -·-. , make the following statement freely and voluntarily to 

iJ ~ ( &,-6\ V /'( . who has identified himself to me as an Investigating Officer of the U. S. 
Coast Guard, knowing;that this .statement may be used in eVidence. . . . << · . . 

Witness s· 

MBI_SD07 _0147 



U.S. COAST GUARD WITNESS STATEMENT FORM 
(Please Print Clearly) 

Witness Name: r 

Street Address: 

City/St.ate/Zip: 

I, the undersigned, make the following statement voluntarily, without tlu·eat, duress or promise of reward: 

OATH/SIGNATURE: I have read my statement consisting of 0 page(s) and hereby swear or affirm the information 
provided is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

SIGNATURE OF INTERVIEWER. 

SUI'JsCJ"lm!a and sworn to me, a person authorized by law to administer oaths, this __ (day) 

of _ _ (month), (year) 

SIGNATURE OP PERSON ADMINISTERING OATH 

United States Coast Guard 
TRACEN Yorktown, Va. 

MBI_SD07 _0145 

7·4-17 

TRAINING USE ONLY 

Page l of __ pages 

lfivestigating Officer Course (Ms-603) 
Training Aid 

Rev. Oct. 2014 
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~TNESSSTATEMENT 

18" 

(ISCG LI<;::ENSEIDOCUMENT II 'PORT OF ISSUE: ___ _ _ 

POSITION ON~OARD: • 3: ~~~ ( TIME ONBAORD TiilS VESSEL: (; 3:..?;>."0 ·- "'tk ')~ .(_ 
TIME IN GRADE: j. U,fX , a 0 '\C(\{} )_5 

J ~\\\C...._ fY\\\ ~ , make the following statement freely and voluntarily to 

D S G G·, f't. U 'f.._ . , who has identified himself to me as an lnvestigating Officer of the U. S. 
Coast Guard, knowjng1that this statement may be used in evidence. :,•. ·: .. · 

MBI_SD07 _0145 



U.S. COAST GUARD WITNESS STATEMENT FORM 
(Please Print Clearly) 

Witness Name: 

Street Address: 

City/State/Zip: 

I, the undersigned, make the fo llowing statement voluntarily, without threat, duress or promise of reward: 

.-;f' 

OA TII/SIGNA TITRE: I have read my statement consisting of _1_ page(s) and hereby swear or affirm the information 
provided is true and correct to the best of m;y knowledge. 

Subscribed and sworn to me, a person authorized by law to administer oaths, this _ _ (day) 

of __ (month}, (year) 

SIGNATURE OF PERSON ADMINISTERING OATH 

United States Coast Guard 
TRACEN Yori<town, Va. 

MBI_SD07 _0140 

7-4-17 

TRAINlNG USE ONLY 

Page 1 of _ _ pages 

Investigating Officer Course (MS-603} 

Training Aid 

Rev. Oct. 2014 
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WITNESS STATEMENT 

NAME: _ ___ _____ _ DATE: _____ LOCATION OF INTERVIEW:. _ _ ____ _ 

!lOME ADDRESS: _ __________________ HOME PHONE: _ _____ _ 

{JSCG LICENSFJOOCUMENT II ______ PORT OF ISSUE: ______ ISSUE DATE:_· - ----

POSITION ONBOARD:,_ __ ;__ ___ __ TIME ONBAORD.TI;IS VESSEL: ____ ..:_:. ____ _ 

TIME IN GRADE: _______ _ _ _ 

~ mak< th< fuUowing """m<nt frrely ..,d volun"•ily to 

, who has 1dentdied himself to me as an Investtgatmg Officer of the U.S. 
Coast Guard, knowing;that this statement may be used in evidence. . ... · : . · :,·. ·· ·. 

Witness Signature: _____ ___ ____ _ 

MBI_SD07 _0140 



U.S. COAST GUARD WITNESS STATEMENT FORM 
(Please Print Clearly) 

Witness Name: 

Street Address: . Phone Number : 

City/State/Zip: MMC# 

I, the undersigned, make the following statement voluntarily, without threat, duress or promise of reward: 

OATH/SIGNATURE: I have read my statement consisting of __ page(s) and hereby swear or affirm the information 
true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

/.::>IIOS,:rso.~a and sworn to me, a person authorized by laW to administer oat/:rs, this -UJ-.=:....__1 ~··;) 

of ~(month), ao \ fl (year) 

SIGNATURE OF PERSON ADMINJSTER!l\0 OATH 

United States Coast Guard 

TRACEN Yorktown, Va. 

MBI_SD07 _0146 

7-4-17 

TRAINING USE ONLY 

Page I of~ pages 

Investigating Officer Course (MS-603) 

Training Aid 

Rev. Oct. 201 4 
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WITNESS STATEMENT 

l[SCG LICENSE/DOCUMENT#' ·PORT OF ISSUE: ISSUE DATE: ____ _ 

PosiTioN oNBoARD: Sr "v r. '(·s \\5~\str.~.vt..rtiME O'NBAORD T~?Is vessEL:_7...!...._-~--f_,_'{Y)..:.!· ....:.· ___ ____._ 

TIME IN GJY\DE:. _________ _ 

I ,\(.y\.V\..0'\<)\., ~\tAS , make the following statement freely and voluntarily 

V S (. (_,._ (t U)( , . , who has identifLed himself to me as an Investigating Offi~er of the U. S. 
Coast Guard, knowing1that this statement may be used in evidence. :, .•. ·, · 

Witness 

MBI_SD07 _0146 
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U.S. COAST GUARD WITNESS STATEMENT FORM 

Street Address: 

City/State/Zip: 

(Please Print Clearly) 

S~ Date: 

Phone Number: 

MMC# 

I, the undersigned, make the following statement voluntarily, w.ithout threat, duress or promise of reward: 

OATHISIGNATURE: I have read my statement consisting of _ _ page(s) and hereby swear or affirm the information 
provided is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. · 

. - ---~---- --

.,. T ATEMENT 

Subscribed and sworn to me, a person authorized by ltnil to administer oatbs, this _ _ (day) 

of __ (month), (year) 

SIGNATURE OF PERSON ADMINISTERING OATII 

~ United States Coast Guard 
TRACEN Yorkto\Ml, Va. 

7·4·17 
TRAINING USE ONLY 

Page 1 of __ pages 

rnvestigaing Officer Course (MS-603) 
Training Aid 

Rev. Oct. 2014 
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WITNESS STATEMENT 

NAME:_. ________ _ DATE:. ____ LOCATIONOFINTERVIEW: _____ _ _ 

HOMEAQDRESS:. _______ _.;.. ______ --'--- HOME PHONE:--'-----..........:..-~ 

l)'SCG UCENSEIDOCUMENT # ______ 'PORT OF ISSUE:. _____ ISSUE DATE:._· ----'---'-

POSITION ON80ARD:'------'---'---.:__-- TIME Ol'ffiAORD.~IS VESSEL: ___ ----.:.--'------

TIME IN GRADE: _ ____ _ _ __ _ 

, make the following statement freely and voluntarily to__:.· ____ _ 

. · who has identified himself to me as an Investigating Offi~er 'of the US. · · · ·. 
l<nr>uti•no;1rh,.t tbis statement may be used in evidence. .. . . , .. :: · ·. ;·. 

Witness Signature: ___________ _ 

MBI_SD07 _0141 
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U.S. COAST GUARD WITNESS STATEMENT FORM 

Witness Name: 

Street Address: 

City/State/Zip: 

I, the undersigned, make the following statement voluntarily, without threat, duress or promise of reward: 

I I ' 
( -r'C 0<- ..... ~ "-t 

OATH/SIGNATURE: I have read my statement consisting of _L page(s) and hereby swear or affirm the information 
provided is true and correct best of my knowledge. 

-SIGNA 'PURE OF INTER VIEWER. ---

Subscribed and sworn to me, a person authorized by law to administer oaths, this __ (day) 

of _ _ (month), (year) 

SIGNATURE OF PERSON ADMINISTERING OATH 

United States Coast Guard 
TRACEN Yorktown, Va. 

MBI_SD07 _0152 

7-4-17 

TRAINING USE ONLY 

Page 1 of _ _ pages 

Investigating Officer Course (MS-603) 
Training Aid 

Rev. Oct. 2014 
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WITNESS·STATEMENT 

NAME:__________ DATE: LOCATION OF INTERVIEW:. ______ _ 

HOME ADDRESS: ________ _ ______ ___ HOME PHONE: _____ _ _ 

tJSCG LICENSE/DOCUMENT# PORT OF ISSUE: ISSUE DATE: ___ ----'_ 

POSITION ONBOARD: TIME ONBAORD THIS VESSEL: _______ __ _ 

TIME IN GRADE: _______ __ _ 

Witness Signature: ___________ _ 

MBI_SD07 _0152 
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U.S. COAST GUARD WITNESS STATEMENT FORM 
(Please Print Clearly) 

Witness N arne: Date: 

Street Address: . Phone Number: 

City/State/Zip: MMC# 

I, the undersigned, make the following statement voluntarily, without threat, duress or promise of reward: 

OATH/SIGNATURE: I have read my statement consisting of _ _ page(s) and hereby swear or affirm the information 
provided is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

Subscribed and sworn to me, a person authorized by law to administer oaths, this ..2....Q_(day) 

of 7/iLy (month), 2 C) I g' (year) 

SIGNATURE OF PERSON AD MINISTERING OATH 

United States Coast Guard 

TRACEN Yorktown, Va. 

MBI_SD07 _0151 

7-4-17 

TRAINING USE ONLY 

Page 1 of __ pages 

Investigating Officer Course (MS-603) 

Training Aid 

Rev. Oct. 2014 
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WITNESS· STATEMENT 

p oj 17 LOCATION OF INTERVIEW: ______ _ 

HOME ADDRESS _________ HOMEPHONE:.~--~---

lJSCG LICENSE/DOCUMENT# ______ PORT OF ISSUE: ______ ISSUE DATE: __ _:_____,__ 

POSITION O~OARD; TIME ONBAORD_THIS VESSEt: _ ___ '"--'------

TlME IN GRADE:. _ ________ _ 

I fftvt foe/[£ /(. · , make the following statement f!eely and voluntarily to 

U ~ (_ V ;p.. .I..J."f.-. · - ~ who has identified himself to me as an Investigating Offic.er ·of the U. S. 
Coast Guard, knowing1that this statement may be used in evidence. 

MBI_SD07 _0151 



U.S. COAST GUARD WITNESS STATEMENT FORM 
(Please Print Clearly) 

Witness Name: Date: 

Street Address: Phone Number : 

City/State/Zip: MM C# 

I, the undersigned, make the following statement voluntarily, without threat, duress or promise of reward: 

OATH/SIGNATURE: I have read my statement consisting of __ page(s) and hereby swear or affirm the information 
to the best of my knowledge. 

"''"""'~u STATEMENT 

Subscribed and sworn to me, a person authorized by la-W to administer oaths, this ~U (day) 

of wr-rmonthJ. ~I r (year) 

SIGNATURE OF PERSON ADMINISTERING OATH 

United States Coast Guard 
TRACEN Yorktown, Va. 

MBI_SD07 _0142 

7-4-17 
TRAINING USE ONLY 

Page 1 of __ pages 

Investigating Officer Course (MS-603) 

Training Aid 
Rev. Oct. 2014 
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WITNESS·STATEMENT 

HOME ADDRESS: ______ HOME 

USCG LICENSE/DOCUMENT# _ _ _ ___ PORT OF ISSUE: ______ ISSUE DATE:_· ----,------"--

(! ,- 4\ V,2_ - ... A I~J ~ 
POSITION ON]?OARDU...::e~r--"t""rSc:::.·--=' : ___ __ TlMEOl')BAORD.THIS VESSEL: ~ r · ~ .. . /'/V 

TIME IN GRADE: _________ _ 

r.Lfh_~_ll_ler _ __ ~_w..:._· _::_re_. -'--- ' make the following state~ent (reely and voluntarily to -~-----
----'---,-----'--------=.-· , who has identified himself to ·me as an Investigating Officer ofthe U.S. 
Coast Guard, knowing;that this statement may be used in evidence. '<.': ·, : 

Witness Signature:. ___________ _ 

MBI_SD07 _0142 



U.S. COAST GUARD WI1NESS STATEMENT FORM 
(Please Print Clearly) 

Witness Name: 

Street Address: 

City/State/Zip: 

I, the undersigned, make the following statement voluntarily, without threat, duress or promise of reward: 

read my statement consisting of __ page(s) and hereby swear or affirm the information 
r.nrr..,r.:rAn the of my knowledge. 

ATURE OF PERSON MAKING STATEMENT 

Subscribed and sworn to me, a person authorized by law to administer oaths, this~-;] 
1 ~ ~~v of -1--(month), L 0 I (year) ).... 

SIGNATURE OF PERSON ADMINISTERING OATH 

United States Coast Guard 
TRACEN Yorktown, Va. 

MBI_SD07 _0136 

7-4-17 

TRAINING USE ONLY 

Page 1 of __ pages 

Investigating Officer Course (MS-603) 

Training Aid 

Rev. Oct. 2014 
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I am Christopher Womack (senior deckhand Showboat Branson Bell) and this is my 
statement of July 20, 2018 about the events of July 19, 2018 and my actions in rescue 

(II;' efforts. 

I was in the crew room when a call came over the radio that they needed propulsion and 
someone in the pilot house to move the boat back. Winds had reached 70's mph and 
had pushed the boat ahead so that the boarding ramp was up against the railing. 

When I got to the pilot house Corbin Hudson had been manning the pilothouse and had 
been calling out wind speed. Cory West called over the radio that propulsion was up. I 
took control of propulsion and Capt. Jacob Stroud (our tug captain for the day) came 
into the pilot house. I informed him that propulsion was up but not tested. He headed 
out to the wing station and I head down to the boarding door. 

Jacob said he was full astern on the paddles but the boat was not moving. When I 
arrived at boarding ramp, Jacob asked that Cory stand by in the engine room because 
he was putting a lot of strain on the engines. The ramp was pinned against the rail 
under a hinge so it could not move. The boat moved back just enough to move the 
ramp. It was lifted out of the way. Jacob called all stop. We began securing connection 
(water and sewage). 

Then came the call that the Duck had gone under and people were in the water. I ran to 
the rescue boat to launch it. It was me, Cory West and Kevin Lamb at the rescue boat. 
As the boat hit the water a wave hit it and filled it with water. It started to go down by the 
stern. I yelled that we could not use the rescue boat and began pulling the boat out of 
the water. The high winds had pushed the boat under the showboat so as I pulled it out 
it got pinned under the boat but was out of the water. While was pulling out the boat 
Kevin and Cory had left. 

I headed to the north side of the barge were I found guest and crew running around 
trying to find people in the water. Directly off the north end of barge was a person 
floating face down in the water. I ran to get life rings but it was gone (someone had 
already threw it.) when I went back to the north end I saw people hanging on to the 
paddle wheels. Wait staff and galley crew were beginning to bring life vest out I grab a 
few and tried to hand them to people in the water. No one would take them. Passengers 
were trying to hold the paddle wheel still as the waves were rocking them back and 
forth. A passenger climbed down into the paddle wheels and pulled the 4 out of the port 
wheel 2 were children. While holding the wheel still the climbed it like a ladder. 

Jenna Stroggins came and told me that someone was on the starboard paddle wheel. I 
grabbed a life vest to hand to her but could not reach her. Jenna put on a life vest and 
climbed down to the lady. The group that had been at the port wheel had moved to the 
starboard wheel to hold it in place. I had tied the wheel in place earlier with a stern line 
to keep it in place. Jenna said the lady could not move. It was decided to roll the paddle 

1 
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wheel since she was laying on the board of the wheel. I saw Kevin was helping hold the 
wheel. I told everyone to hold the wheel while I undid the rope. Once it was undone we 
(me, Kevin and Guest) rolled the wheel to bring her up and someone helped her onto 
the fantail. 

A call came over the radio that there were people along the side of the boat and that 
they wanted the rescue boat launched. I and Kevin showed up at the rescue boat as 
well as Jacob Stroud and Cory. We worked on getting the rescue boat out from under 
the boat and then began draining the boat. This took a long time 10 to 15 min. Once 
cleared of water the boat was put back in the water and Cory and Kevin got in the 
rescue boat. After several attempts the boat started and they were on their way. 
Sometime during this time Garrett Spain arrived at the rescue boat I sent him to the bow 
because they were recovering people from the stage on the bow. 

At this point I was told to get account of all marine crew. After verifying all 9 marine crew 
present and accounted for I informed Jacob and gave him a list of names. 

Christopher Womack 

2 



WITNESS· STATEMENT 

t}SCG LICENSE/DOCUMENT#· PORT OF ISSUE: ISSUE DATE:. _ _ __:___::_ 

POSITION ONBOARD: M tA} e ( 5<-'~t-11" D,.../dt..,~ ONBAORD THIS VESSEL: I 0 I 5-"- J- 3 t-f) 

TIME IN GRADE: ____ _____ _ 

I t,ht .-,JoaAet h/o'f'f¥<( & , make the following statement ~eely and voluntarily , 
1 .. :Y~t. (~Au)< . . , who has identified himself to me as an Investigating Officer ·of the U.S. 

Coast Guard, knowing;that this statement may be used in evidence. 

Witness Signature· 

MBI_SD07 _0136 
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U.S. COAST GUARD WITNESS STATEMENT FORM 
(Please Print Clearly) 

Witness Name: 

11 r7. 1 fJ?treet Address: . 

City/Sate/Zip: 

I, the undersigned, make the following statement voluntarily, without threat, duress or promise of reward: 

OATH/SIGNATURE: I have read my statement consisting of _s:-;age(s) and hereby swear or affirm the information 
provided is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

SIGNATIJRE OP PERSON MAKING STATEMENT SIGNA lURE OF INTERVIEWER. 

Subscribed and sworn to me, a person authorized by law to administer oatlrs, this eo (day) 

of _:j_(month), ?.JJ /f(year) 

SIGNATURE OP PERSON ADMINISTERING OATH 

United States Coast Gucsd 
TRACEN Yorktown, Va. 

MBI_SD07 _0148 

7-4-17 

TRAINING USE ONLY 

Page 1 of J p<~cges 
hivestigating OffiCer Course (MS-603) 

Training Aid 
Rev. Oct. 2014 
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WITNESS·STATEMENT 

t/SCG UCENSEIDOcUMENT # . PORT OF ISSUE: _____ ISSUE DATE:._· -----'--....:.:_ 

POSITIQNO~OARD; f)..-((,4 h.?ad TIMEONBAORD.TI:IISVESSEL: ~ V"('l'(£f 
F- 7 

TIME IN GIW)E: ________ _ 

I KCt/212 · ha 10 6 , make the following state~ent freely and voluntarily to . (if C b 
_ __ :__ _ _:___ _ _ .....:.....~· · who has identified-himse)fto me as an Investigating Officer 'of the U. S. · · , ·.· 
Coast Guard, know:ingrthat this statement may be used in evidence. . . · .. · · . · :.< .. :,·. \ . 

Witness Signature: 

MBI_SD07 _0148 
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U.S. COAST GUARD WITNESS STATEMENT FORM 
(Please Print Clearly) 

Witness Name: • e: - -
Street Address: . neNumber: 

City/State/Zip: C# 
~- - -· 

I, the undersigned, make the following statement voluntarily, without threat, duress or promise of reward: 

OATil/SIGNATURE: Ihave read my statement consisting of _1_ page(s) and hereby swear or affirm the information 
provided is and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

SIGNATURE OF !NTERVffiWER. 

Subscribed and sworn to me, a p erson authorized by laW to administer oaths, this __ (day) 

of __ (month), (year) 

SIONATIJRE OF PERSON ADMINISTERING OATH 

United States Coast Guard 

TRACEN Yorktown, Va. 

MBI_SD07 _0138 

7-4-17 

TRAINING USE ONLY 

Page 1 of __ pages 

Investigating Officer Course (Ms-603} 

Training Aid 
Rev. Oct. 2014 
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WITNESS· STATEMENT 

USCG LI<:;ENSEIDOCUMENT if PORT 1 ISSUE ______ ISSUE DATE:_· - - --

POSITION ONBOARD~-t' "i or c:eJhd/£/IJI~rl:toNBAOHD.Tl-.IIS VESSEL:. __ 7.L....c>~~;iJ.W"_,5~.'-----~ 
TJME IN GllAOE:. _ _:)___:';r//'--LS" _____ _ 

, make the following statement freely and voluntarily to 

---~-_.:.__ __ ____:_____:_· , who has identified himself to me as an Investigating Of~cer ·of the U. S. 
Coast Guan1, knowingrthat this statement may be used in evidence. , :,·. . . 

MBI_SD07 _0138 



U.S. COAST GUARD WI1NESS STATEMENT FORM 

Witness Name: 

Street Address: . 

City/State/Zip: 

(Please Print Clearly) 

I, the undersigned, make the following statement voluntarily, without threat, duress or promise of reward: 

OATil/SIGNATURE: I have read my statement consisting of_l_ page(s) and hereby swear or affirm the information 
provided is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

SJONATIJRE OF PERSON ADMINISTERING OATH 

United States Coast Guard 
TRACEN Yorktown, Va. 

MBI_SD07 _0144 

7-4-17 

TRAINING USE ONLY 

Page I of __ pages 

Investigating Officer Course (MS-603} 
Training Aid 

Rev. Oct. 2014 



WITNESS· STATEMENT 

tJSCG LICENSEJDOCUMENT 

POSmONO~OARD: ~:~ 
TIME IN rnw>E: ~.\ la;u tqy .>= 

~--HOME t'Ml l N r .: 

·~k.J:~if~J ~- ISSUE DATE.:_· -----'--~~ 
TIME ONBAO!U>THIS VESSEL:. __ .---IZ!.........;yue-..:t .... ct....,t...S __ _.__ 

I Jtvit'f P!Jtl~ , make the foJlowing statement freely and voluntarily to 

·, , . , who·has identified himself to me as an Investigating Officer ·of the U. S. · 
Coast Guard, knowing1that this statement may be used in evidence. .. . ,:- ·· · · 

Witness Signature~ 

MBI_SD07 _0144 



U.S. COAST GUARD WITNESS STATEMENT FORM 
{Please Print Clearly) 

Witness Name: 

Street Address: neNumber: 

City/State/Zip: 

I, the undersigned, make the following statement voluntarily, without threat, duress or promise of reward: 

OATH/SIGNATURE: I have read my statement consisting of 2_ page(s) and hereby swear or affirm the information 
oroMaecLtstrueand correct to the best of my knowledge. 

. . . . -. - . . . 

Subscribed and sworn to me, a person authorized by /alii to administer oatl;s, this __ (day) 

of __ (month), (year) 

SIGNATURE OF PERSON ADMINISTERING OATH 

United States Coast Guard 

TRACEN Yorktown, Va. 

MBI_SD07 _0143 

7-4-17 

TRAINING USE ONLY 

Page 1 of __ pages 

Investigating Officer Course (MS-603) 

Training Aid 

Rev. Oct. 2014 



VSCG LII';ENSEIDOCUMENT II' 

POSITJON O~OARD: {{;£fa;,.£j 

TIME IN GRADE: 0 ~R S 

WITNESS STATEMENT 

-F-1-'::L:..:..I....L.:Io......._ ISSUE DATE:/6-~ f?Ld /7· 
TIME O!'!BAO!ill.'Il:IIS VESSEL: )0 /fl.$ 

I . eke. tB ~ cJ· d . , make the following statement freely and voluntarily to . c.J5::; ?: 
' ," : · · . · who has identified himselfto·me as an Investigating Officer 'of the U. S. 

Coast Guar4, knowing;that·this statement may be used in evidence. -:,:· ·: · . . · 

MBI_SD07 _0143 
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On 7/19/18 I was tug captain on the showboat Branson Belle. We had been tracking several severe 

thunderstorms approaching us from the northwest as of 1745 all systems had dissipated before they 

approached our location. @1830 there was another system approaching that had been reported with 

up to 70 mph at that time the water was relatively calm with a light wind. As we began boarding 

passengers @1850 for the 20:00 Cruise I was closely watching the weather as it approached us @19:00 

hrs. I saw the storm approaching with severe winds called to the wheel house of the SBB (showboat 

Branson belle) the wheel house watch reported 58 mph winds. I made an announcement letting 

passengers know a severe storm system was rapidly approaching we was stopping boarding and would 

begin when the storm was over. Captain James Plybon was master on the vessel and asked me to go 

down to the vessel as he was speaking with weather spotters. As I came down from the ticket area I 

noticed that there was 2 duwks on the water. Struggling in the wind but were making head way as I 

came across our dock I saw that the vessel had been pushed FWD several feet and was in danger of 

ripping off our passenger boarding ramp and was straining our mooring lines. I called the Engineer on 

duty Cory west told him to immediately bring up propulsion. I proceeded to the wheel house. When I 

arrived Senior deckhand Chris Womack and wheel house watch Corbin Hudson had taken control of 

propulsion. I immediately went to the port wing station and began backing on both paddle wheels. 

Slowly bringing them up to full throttle I asked the engineer to stay in pump room as I was using a lot of 

propulsion. I had both duwks call on marine VHF radio channel13 stating they were trying to exit the 

lake and asked my intentions. I informed them that I was not getting under way just trying to fight the 

wind. A radio call on our house uhf radio came across stating that a duck was in trouble. James Plybon 

responded that at the point there was little that we could do for them. by this time the deck crew was 

able to get the passenger boarding ramp out of danger and I slowed the paddle wheels to detent to let 

the lines take the weight of the boat. At this time it was reported that the duck had begun to go down 

off of our starboard stern. Seconds later it was reported that there were people in the water and they 

were being blown towards us. I immediately went all stop on propulsion. Several crew members had 

come to 4'• deck to retrieve PFDS but at that time it was unsafe to open the lockers on 4'• deck and 

instructed them to second deck bow where our primary PFD locker is and holds the most quantity. I was 

also instructed that there were survivors and bodies floating down starboard side of the vessel. I 

immediately went to the starboard wing station. Saw one survivor and one body at our starboard beam 

approx. 100 feet our being blown south as there were several boaters on the water making head way I 

began to blow the whistle and waving them down and pointing into the water. I was unsuccessful in 

getting their attention as they turned away and proceeded south. I went back into the wheel house and 

immediately called James Plybon and informed him ofthe people on starboard side. I heard James call 

on the house radio to launch our rescue boat but as the winds were still in excess of 50 mph the deck 

crew were unsuccessful. I also notified Tim stow our general manager of the situation and that call was 

placed 2 19:11 at this time southern stone county fire dept. was hailing the SBB on marine VHF channel 

16. I tried to respond but they were unable to hear my response. They called multiple times and I was 

unsuccessful at getting a response from this at this point I did an all call to any vessel on the water that 

there were people in the water and needed rescue I did not get a response. I called southern stone 

county non-emergency line and gave them my cellphone number. By this time the storm system had 

started to pass and winds were below 30 mph James called me for a wind report and I stated so. At this 

time he asked to abandon the wheel house and proceed down below I asked where I was needed and 



. . 

he responded that we needed to re attempt to launch our rescue boat as I came down stairs I 

proceeded to main deck bow where deckhand Garrett Spain was attempting to rescue people with a 

stokes basket from the gangway on the bow. As all survivors were blown to far away to reach I called 

him over to the rescue boat to reattempt to launch at this point I was met by several crew members and 

Cory west and a deck hand stated that they would go out in the rescue boat. I proceeded to the tug boat 

with the intention of getting it underway I proceeded through main deck theater directing staff and 

answering as many questions as I could while continuing towards the tug. As I approached row N on 

port side I noticed the captain of the Duwk sitting on the floor he appeared to be in shock but otherwise 

fine so I continued but as I arrived at the tug It was covered in survivors and bodies. At this time several 

rescue boats began approaching and I was notified that there were survivors and bodies inside of the 

paddle wheels so I went onto the fantail of the sbb as I boarded the vessel they were pulling a survivor 

off of the fantail in a stokes basket and I assisted with the transfer from the fantail to the dock and 

notice there was a body inside of the port paddle wheel with the assistance of several foods team 

members we got the attention of a rescue boat and manually tuned the port paddle wheel pushing the 

body out and toward rescuers. I was notified that a second body had been washed fwd between boat In 

dock and herd radio traffic of it being recovered at the bow. At this time everyone evacuated the fan tail 

and I notified Captain James that the fantail was clear. When I came off of the fan tail emergency 

personnel began evacuating all duwk survivors land side. I was notified that all non-essential personnel 

need to leave the vessel notified the heads of departments. Shortly after we had a large group of 

employees on the dock blocking traffic and I sent them to crews nest landside. I was asked by adam 

buxton to make sure all of our employees were accounted for and set that in motion and was notified 

several mins later that all team members were accounted for. After that the marine crew began 

collecting all emergency equipment and began taking stock of our PFDS, Life rings, and work vest. We 

assited emergency personeel in removal of bodies onto rescue boats to be transported landside and 

then began was told that we were going to be drug tested and waited for that. After crew was all tested 

we stowed things for the night was told to go home and come back following day. 

Captain Jacob Stroud 

MMC-
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U.S. COAST GUARD WITNESS STATEMENT FORM 
(Please Print Clearly) 

Witness Name: Date: 

Street Address: . Phone Number: 

CityfState/Zip: MMC# 

I, the undersigned, make the following statement voluntarily, without threat, duress or promise of reward: 

t 
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OA lH/SIGNATURE: I have read my statement consisting of~ page(s) and hereby swear or affirm the informat ion 
provided is true and correct to the best of my knowledge. - . . . 

SIGNATUREOPPBRSONMAKINOSTATEMRNT • ~ 
Subscribed and sworn to me, a p erson authorized by laW to administer oaths, this _ _ (day) . 

oj _ _ (month), (year) 

SIGNATURE OF PERSON ADMlNJSTERING OATH 

United States Coast Guard 

TRACEN YorJdown, Va 

MBI_SD07 _0137 
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WITNESS·STA TEMENT 

HOME I"UJIJ"-'""'" HOME 

l,JSCO LICBNSEIDOCUMENT #· '-. - --- 'PORT OF ISSUE: _____ £SSUE DATE:_· - ---'---'--

POS11'JQN O~OARD·,_ __ _,__ ____ TIME O~BAO~.TI;ITS VESSEL:. _ __ __, _ ___ ___.__ 

TIME IN 01l.ADE: _________ _ 

I c-,..&;n · .S., ~-'" , make the following statement (reely and voluntarily to ....;..· _ _ _ _ _ 

I 

... -..... ··----_ • - • 

1 

t> "- . • ~ who has identified· himself to me as an Investigating Offi~ of the U. S. 
Coast Guard, k:no~that this statement may be used in evidence. .. . . . ~- , . :, : : ·: · .• · 

Witness Signature:. _ _ ___ ______ _ 

MBI_SD07 _0137 




