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Belmont Anchorage discussed beginning on

page 78.  See highlighted text on page 78,79,

84 and 85.


Also search for "high water"

and "anchor" to view

anchorage discussion and

high water issues.




P R  0 C  E E D  I N  G  S


C O M M IT T E E  C H A IR :

L e t's  g e t s ta rte d  th is  m o rn in g .

W elco m e an d  w elco m e o v e r to  th e  S e c to r.

T h is is  C a p ta in  P e te  G a u tie r's  f ir s t

LM RW SA C m e e tin g  an d  w e 're  d e lig h te d  to

h a v e  h im  w ith  u s. 

If y o u  h a v e n 't m et

h im  y e t, y o u  n e e d  to  b e s u re  to

in tro d u c e  y o u rs e lf a fte rw a rd s . 

I th in k

h e 's  g o in g  to  b e a g re a t g u y  to  w o rk

w ith  an d  w e 're  g la d  to  h a v e  y o u  h e re

w ith  u s to d a y  fo r y o u r f ir s t LM R W SA C 


m e e tin g .

C A PT  G A U T IE R :

T h an k  y o u .

C O M M IT T E E  C H A IR :

I a ls o  w an t to  sa y  M r. 

, w ho h a s b e e n  th e  s ta f f  p e rso n

w ho h a s h a n d le d  a ll o f th e

a d m in is tra tiv e  is s u e s  fo r LM RW SA C is

n o t w ith  u s to d a y . H e is  g o in g  to  b e

r e tir in g  n e x t y e a r an d  h e 's  a t o n e o f

h is  re tire m e n t, w h at do y o u  c a ll th e m ,

b rie fin g s  o r - -

C A PT  G A U T IE R :

A SSO CIA TED  REPORTERS, IN C . - DOROTHY N. GROS
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P re p a ra tio n .

C O M M IT T E E  C H A IR :

P re p a ra tio n , rig h t. 

S o an y w ay ,

h e 's  n o t h e re  to d a y , b u t I ju s t w an t to

p u b lic ly  th a n k  h im  so  m uch fo r a ll th e

w o rk s h e h a s d o n e fo r th e  C o m m itte e  th e

la s t few  y e a rs . 

W e'v e h ad  is s u e s

try in g  to  g e t o u r c h a rte r re n e w e d  an d

a ll th a t s o rt o f s tu ff an d  h e 's  ju s t

d o n e a g re a t jo b  an d  h e 's  b e e n  v e ry

g re a t to  w o rk  w ith . 

H e is  b e in g

re p la c e d  b y  L ie u te n a n t  .


M r.  is  rig h t h e re  an d  I'm  lo o k in g

fo rw a rd  to  w o rk in g  w ith  h im . 

T h an k  y o u

so  m uch fo r ta k in g  on th is  ta s k  an d  w e

w ill m ove fo rw a rd .

I w o u ld  lik e  to  re m in d  e v e ry b o d y

w h en  y o u  sp e a k  to  p le a s e  sp e a k  lo u d ly

an d  g iv e  y o u r nam e so  th a t o u r c o u rt

re p o rte r c a n  g e t th a t fo r th e  re c o rd .

L e t's  go a h e a d  an d  s ta r t th e n  w ith

in tro s . 

C a p ta in  G a u tie r.

C A PT  G A U T IE R :

T h an k  y o u  v e ry  m u ch . 

W e ll, g o o d

m o rn in g  e v e ry o n e . 

I t's  a p le a s u re  fo r
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m e to  b e h e re  a t m y f ir s t LM RW SA C


m e e tin g  a s th e  C a p ta in  o f th e  P o rt an d

a ls o  a s D e sig n a te d  F e d e ra l O ffic e r fo r

th e  LM R W SA C . 

I 'd  lik e  to , ju s t w h ile  I


h a v e  tim e , g iv e  y o u  a few  u p d a te s o n

so m e th in g s  th a t m ig h t b e o f in te r e s t.

T h e to w in g  v e s s e l b rie fin g  s tra te g y : W e


h a v e  c o n d u c te d  3 9 0  o f th e s e  in d u s try

in itia te d  ex am s o n  to w in g  v e s s e ls .

T h is is  a b o u t 60 p e rc e n t o f th e

a p p o rtio n e d  fle e t in  th e  S e c to r N ew

O rle a n s a re a  re s p o n s ib ility  so  th a t

c o n tin u e s  to  b e , I th in k , a v e ry

s u c c e s s fu l p ro g ra m  th a t's  p re p a rin g  u s

to  th e  e v e n tu a lity  o f re g u la tio n s  in

S u b c h a p te r M .


W e h a v e  g re a tly  a p p re c ia te d  th e

a s s is ta n c e  o f in d u s try  in  im p le m e n tin g

a n o th e r re g u la tio n . 

T h is o n e is  a


fin a l ru le  a d ju s tin g  th e  w e ig h t

s ta n d a rd s  fo r p a s se n g e r v e s s e ls . 

T h e se

b ecam e re q u ire d  th e  f ir s t o f D ecem b er

an d  I'm  v e ry  p le a s e d  to  a n n o u n c e  th a t

1 0 0  p e rc e n t o f th e  p a sse n g e r v e s s e l

in d u s try  h e re  in  th e  S e c to r N ew  O rle a n s
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a re a  re s p o n s ib ility  h a v e  s u b m itte d

p la n s  th a t a re  re q u ire d  u n d e r th is

re g u la tio n  an d  so  w e h a v e  fu ll

c o m p lia n c e . 

I t's  a g o o d  n ew s s to ry .

I'v e  s a id  it in  o th e r v e n u e s, a n d

I 'l l  ju s t m e n tio n  i t  a g a in  to d a y  th a t

w e a re  p la n n in g  an  In d u s try  D ay in

s tre n g th . 

I u n d e rsta n d  th a t it h a s

b e e n  q u ite  a w h ile  s in c e  th e  C o a st

G u ard  h a s sp o n so re d  o n e in  th is  a re a .

T h is w ill b e a S e c to r N ew  O rle a n s

In d u s try  D ay , n o t a D is tric t 8 In d u s try

D ay . 

W e 're  s t i l l  in  th e  v e ry  e a rly

s ta g e s  o f p la n n in g  th is  an d  w e 'v e

sp o k e n  in fo rm a lly  to  s e v e ra l o f y o u

h e re  in  th e  ro o m  a b o u t th a t an d  I th in k

th a t a s tim e  g o e s o n , w e 'll h a rd e n  up  a


sc h e d u le  fo r th is  an d  w e 'll m o re

fo rm a lly  ta lk  to  y o u  a ll a b o u t id e a s ,

th o u g h ts a b o u t how  to  c o n d u c t th is  an d

a b o u t to p ic s  th a t w e w o u ld  w an t to

d is c u s s  w ith  y o u  a ll.

B u t b a s ic a lly , th is  w ill b e an

o p p o rtu n ity  fo r m em b ers o f in d u s try  an d

m em b ers o f th e  C o a st G u ard  h e re  a t th e
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S e c to r to  g e t to  know  o n e a n o th e r e v e n

b e tte r  to  e s ta b lis h  o r re -e s ta b lis h  o r

to  b o ls te r re la tio n s h ip s  a t th e  s ta f f

le v e l, a t th e  w o rk e r le v e l fo r

in d iv id u a ls  h e re  a t th e  S e c to r an d  th e n

w ho th e y  w ill b e w o rk in g  w ith  o r w ho

th e y  w o rk  w ith  o n  a d a ily  b a s is  in  th e

p o rt an d  o n  th e  riv e r. 

S o s ta y  tu n e d

fo r m o re in fo rm a tio n  o n  th a t.

W e a re  w o rk in g  o n  an  u p d a te d  m em o

th a t e s ta b lis h e s  re q u ire m e n ts  fo r p ilo t

lic e n s in g  o n  th e  lo w e r M is s is s ip p i

R iv e r. 

T he la s t tim e  th is  w as d o n e w as

in  th e  1 9 9 0 s an d  th e re  h a v e  b e e n  a


n u m b er o f u p d a te s th a t y o u  n e e d  to  p u t

in to  th is  m em o. 

A nd w h a t th is  is , lS

b a s ic a lly  p o lic y  e s ta b lis h e d  b y  th e

C a p ta in  o f th e  P o rt O C M I to  th e

re g io n a l ex am  c e n te r now  th a t th e y

d o n 't f a ll d ire c tly  in to  m y c h a in  o f

co m m an d . 

T h is w ill b e m e e s ta b lis h in g

w ith  th em  w h at re q u ire m e n ts  p ilo ts  w ill

h a v e  to  do in  o rd e r to  g e t th e ir

lic e n s e s  h e re  o n  th e  riv e r an d  I h a v e

b e e n  c irc u la tin g  a d ra ft o f th a t to  th e
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p ilo t o rg a n iz a tio n . 

I t ls  n o t

s u b s ta n tia lly  d iffe re n t th a n  w h at i t

h a s b e e n , b u t th e re  w ill b e so m e

u p d a te s th a t I th in k  w ill b e n e fit a ll

o f u s o n  th e  riv e r. 

S o s ta y  tu n e d  fo r

th a t, a s w e ll.

I w a n te d  to  m e n tio n , to o , th a t

w e 'v e  e s ta b lis h e d  o r im p le m e n te d  a


tra c k in g  sy ste m  fo r c e rta in  d a n g e ro u s

c a rg o s h e re  o n  th e  riv e r th ro u g h  th e

v e s s e l tr a f f ic  s e rv ic e  u p s ta irs . I t

cam e to  m y a tte n tio n  o n e m o rn in g  w h en

w e p la c e d  a v e s s e l w ith  a c e rta in

d a n g e ro u s c a rg o , fu lly  la d e n  v e s s e l o f

h y d ro u s am m o n ia, an d  g e n e ra l a n c h o ra g e

ju s t dow n th e  riv e r a l i t t l e  w ay s

b e c a u se  o f fo g  a t A lg ie rs  P o in t. 

w an t to  try  to  a v o id  th o se

A nd I


c irc u m sta n c e s w h ere w e p la c e  th o s e

s o rts  o f c a rg o s in  h ig h ly  p o p u la te d

a re a s . I ta lk e d  to  th e  p ilo ts  a b o u t

th is , b u t I th in k  w h at w ill h e lp  is

w h at w e 'v e  d o n e a t V T S w h ic h  is  th ro u g h

th e  n o tic e  o f a rriv a l p ro c e s s , v e ttin g

th o se  v e s s e ls  an d  th e n  p la c in g  a ta g  o n

ASSOCIA TED  REPO RTERS, IN C . - DOROTHY N. GROS
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th em  so  th a t th e  V TS c a n  tra c k  th em

th ro u g h  th e  e n tire  riv e r sy ste m  ra th e r

th a n  ju s t in  th e  a re a s  w h ere re p o rtin g

is  re q u ire d . 

A nd I th in k  th a t w ill

ju s t h e lp  u s m an ag e th e  ris k  a l i t t l e

b it b e tte r, e s p e c ia lly  a s w e 're  in  fo g

se a so n  now  an d  w e h a v e  a m uch b ig g e r

lik e lih o o d  th a t w e' 11 b e c lo s in g  dow n

th e  P o in t fro m  tim e  to  tim e  an d  w e' 11

h a v e  to  p la c e  v e s s e ls  in  a n c h o ra g e .

U p co m in g  e v e n ts : W e'v e b e e n

a s s is tin g  in  th e  p la n n in g  fo r th e  2 0 0 th

a n n iv e rs a ry  in  th e  co m m em o ratio n  o f th e

W ar o f 1 8 1 2 . T h a t w ill b e in  A p ril o f

th is  y e a r. I t sh o u ld  b e a te r r if ic

e v e n t. 

T h e N av y  is  le a d in g  th e

p la n n in g  w ith  o u r A tla n tic  a re a

co m m an d , b u t o u r lo c a l p la n n in g  sh o p

h a s b e e n  in v o lv e d  in  th a t, a s w e ll.

T h e C o a st G u ard  C u tte r E a g le  w ill b e

c a llin g  o n  th e  P o rt o f N ew  O rle a n s, a s

w e ll a s a N avy fla t-to p  c a rrie r an d

d e s tro y e r an d  a frig a te , a s w e ll a


B ritis h  c o rv e tte  an d  a C a n a d ia n

c o rv e tte , a s w e ll. 

A nd th e  B lu e  A n g e ls
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w ill b e fly in g  in  L ak e P o n tc h a rtra in .

W e h a v e  b e e n  w o rk in g  o n  p la n n in g  fo r

th a t, a s w e ll. 

I t sh o u ld  b e a g re a t

tim e .

I p u t th is  a s a tic k le r  fo r u s ll.

F o r o u r n e x t LM RW SA C m e e tin g , I th in k

w e 'll b e lo o k in g  fo r h a v in g  a g re a te r

d is c u s s io n  o n  h ig h  w a te r o p e ra tio n s .

W e 're  ta k in g  th e  le s s o n s  o f th e  la s t

h ig h  w a te r an d  w e 're  p u ttin g  th e m  in to

a p la n . 

N ow  th a t w e 're  th ro u g h

h u rric a n e  se a so n , w e 're  g o in g  to  b e

fo c u sin g  o n  th is  m o re a s a S e c to r a n d  I


th in k  w e 're  ju s t g o in g  to  h a v e  a


g re a te r g e n e ra l d is c u s s io n  o f th a t

p rio r to  o u r n e x t h ig h  w a te r s e a s o n .

I se e  th a t th e  fo re c a s t is  fo r

h e a v y  p re c ip ita tio n  in  th e  u p p e r

m id w e st th is  w in te r an d  so  i t  lo o k s

lik e  if  th a t co m es to  fru itio n , th a t w e

w ill b e h a v in g  a n o th e r h ig h  w a te r e v e n t

in  th e  s p rin g .

A nd so  w ith  th a t, M s. F e ld e r, I


th in k  I 'l l  tu rn  it b a c k  o v e r to  y o u .

C O M M IT T E E  C H A IR :
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A re th e re  an y  q u e s tio n s  rig h t now

fo r C a p ta in  G a u tie r o r c a n  w e h o ld  o ff

u n til w hen w e o p en  u p  d is c u s s io n  la te r?

Is  th a t o k ay  w ith  e v e ry b o d y ?

C O M M IT T E E  M E M B E R S:

A g re e m e n t.

C O M M IT T E E  C H A IR :

V ery  g o o d . L e t's  go a h e a d  b e fo re

w e m ove in to  th e  a g e n d a  an d  g o  a ro u n d

th e  ro o m  an d  in tro d u c e  o u rs e lv e s  so

th a t w e a ll know  w h o 's h e re .

RO N  B R A N C H :

L o u isia n a  M a ritim e .

D O U G  L E B L A N C :

C hern C a rrie rs  T o w in g .

M IK E  M IL L E R :

A sso c ia te d  B ra n c h  P ilo ts .

D IA N E  B A U M :

A c c u se ss E n v iro n m e n ta l In c .

SH A R O N  B A L FO U R :

P u b lic .

C H R IS  B O N U R A :

P o rt o f N ew  O rle a n s.

JO Y  M A N TH EY :

Jo y  M an th ey , K irb y  In la n d  M a rin e .
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T IM  O SB O R N :

N O A A  C o a st S u rv e y .

JIM  M C D A N IE L :

K irb y  In la n d  M a rin e .

A R N IE  R O T H S T E IN :

In g ra m  B a rg e .

FR A N K  P IV IK :

V a le ro  R e fin e ry .

M ARK W R IG H T :

A W O .


D A R R EN  W R IG H T :

N O A A .

 

U .S . C o a st G u ard  M SU  B a to n  R o u g e.

M IC H E L L E  SPR A U L :

U SA C O E .

M IC H A E L  ST A R K :

N O A A .

K E V IN  A LO M B R O :

C B P .

M IK E  R O O N E Y :

N O B R A  P lo ts .

TOM  F O R B E S :

C h a ffe  M c C a ll.

R O B ER T T U R N E R :
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S L F P A E .

W IL L IA M  ST E G B A U E R :

S o u th e rn  T o w in g  C o m p an y .

PA T R IC K  R O B E :

N O A A .

:

U .S . C o a st G u a rd .

JIM  M U R PH Y :

M A R A D .
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M T I.

SEA N  D U FFY :

L o u isia n a  M a ritim e  A s s o c ia tio n .

B ig  R iv e r.

B EN  C U R R Y :

K M TC .

L U IS  P A IZ :

K M TC .

V IC  L A N D R Y :

U SA C O E .

R IC H A R D  E B E R H A R D T :
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U .S . C o a st G u a rd .

M A R T IN  L E G G :

S h e ll T ra d in g .

JO H N  FA Y :

P o rt o f N ew  O rle a n s.

LY N N  M U EN C H :

A W O .


:

U .S . C o a st G u a rd .

C H R IS  A C C A R D O :

U SA C O E .

:

U .S . C o a st G u a rd .

C O M M IT T E E  C H A IR :

T h an k  y o u  a ll v e ry  m u ch . 

J u s t a


c o u p le  o f o th e r ite m s th a t I w a n te d  to

b rin g  up  in itia lly . H o p e fu lly , a ll o f

th e  C o m m ittee  m em b ers c o m p le te d  a n d

re tu rn e d  th e  d e c la ra tio n  re g a rd in g

lo b b y in g  s ta tu s . 

Y o u 'v e g o t to  su b m it

th is  d e c la ra tio n  to  c e rtify  a n o n -

lo b b y in g  s ta tu s  to  V H S. 

If y o u 're

g o in g  to  s e rv e  on an  a d v is o ry

c o m m itte e , M r.  h a v e  y o u  g o tte n

th em  a ll?  If n o t, w h at sh o u ld  th e y  d o ?
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C A PT A IN  :

I'v e  p la c e d  b la n k  o n e s in s id e  th e

fo ld e rs . 

I f  th e r e 's  a b la n k  o n e in  it,

th a t m ean s w e h a v e  n o t re c e iv e d  o n e

fro m  y o u . 

I b e lie v e  th e r e 's  1 3 . 

S o

th e  o n e s w ith  b la n k s m ean  th a t w e

h a v e n 't re c e iv e d  o n e fro m  y o u . T h e re 's

a b o u t 12 o u t th e re  th a t w e s t i l l  n e e d

to  g e t.

C O M M IT T E E  C H A IR :

I w o u ld  a sk  e v e ry o n e  w ho h a s a


b la n k  th e re  to  p le a s e  g e t th a t f ille d

o u t an d  b a c k  to  M r.  so  w e c a n  b e

le g it h e re . W e w an t to  d e fin ite ly  d o

th a t. A lso , w e h a v e  re c e iv e d

a p p lic a tio n s  fo r a ll o f th e  p o s itio n s

fo r th e  C o m m ittee  an d  th is  lis t h a s

14

b e e n  v e tte d , I u n d e rs ta n d , an d  w ill b e

se n d  to  th e  D e p a rtm e n t o f H o m elan d

S e c u rity  an d  h o p e fu lly , w ith in  th e  n e x t

th re e  to  s ix  m o n th s m ay b e - -

C A PT A IN  :

W e w ill b e p e rs is te n t.

C O M M IT T E E  C H A IR :

G o o d . 

E x c e lle n t. T h an k  y o u  v e ry
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m u ch . In  th e  m e a n tim e , th e  C o m m itte e  is

s t i l l  v a lid  u n d e r y o u r o ld  a p p o in tm e n ts

an d  h o p e fu lly  w e 'll g e t th a t

re a p p o in te d . 

A lo n g  th o se  lin e s , I


u n d e rsta n d  a ls o  th a t o u r c h a rte r is  u p

fo r re n e w a l in  M arch  o f n e x t y e a r. S o

I th in k  th a t p ro c e s s  is  m ay b e u n d e rw a y ,

a s w e ll.

C A PT A IN  :

Y es, m a'am . 

I a lre a d y  s e n t i t  u p

to  M s.  o v e r in  D C . 

S h e 's

g o in g  o v e r i t  n o w . 

S h e s e n t i t  b a c k

fo r re v ie w  a n d  so  now  i t 's  in  th e

p ro c e s s  so  w e c o u ld  h a v e  an  a n sw e r in

th e  n e x t c o u p le  o f m o n th s, a s w e ll.

C O M M IT T E E  C H A IR :

V ery  g o o d . 

E x c e lle n t. 

T h e n e x t

ite m  o n  th e  a g e n d a  is  a p p ro v a l o f th e

M arch  2 4 th  m in u te s. 

I h a v e  m ad e a few

c o rre c tio n s  m o stly  th a t a re

ty p o g ra p h ic a l in  n a tu re  a n d  th a t s o rt

o f th in g . 

I h a v e  g iv e n  th o s e  to  M r.

. 

Is  th e re  an y  d is c u s s io n  o n

th e s e  m in u te s o r an y  o th e r c h a n g e s o r

c o rre c tio n s ?  I f  n o t, c a n  I h a v e  a
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m o tio n  to  a p p ro v e  th e  m in u te s w ith  th e

c o rre c tio n s  th a t I'v e  s u b m itte d ,

p le a s e ?

M S. B A L FO U R :

S o m o v ed :

M S. M A N TH EY :

S e c o n d .

C O M M IT T E E  C H A IR :

A ll in  fa v o r, a y e ?

C O M M IT T E E  M EM B ER S:

A y e.

C O M M IT T E E  C H A IR :

A ny o p p o se ?  G re a t. M o v in g  to  o ld

b u s in e s s , M r. S te w a rt, a re  y o u  re a d y  to

g iv e  u s o u r u p d a te  o n  th e  H u ey  P . L o n g

B rid g e  c o n s tru c tio n , w h ic h  re a lly  seem s

to  b e -

C L A IR  ST E W A R T :

B ig ?

C O M M IT T E E  C H A IR :

W e ll, b ig , b u t I m ean , lik e  a lm o st

o v e r. 

I t seem s lik e  "W ow .u

C L A IR  ST E W A R T :

W e ll, w e h o p e i t  is . G ood m o rn in g .

T h e H u ey  P . L o n g  B rid g e  is  ju s t a b it
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b ig g e r th e s e  d a y s. 

I t's  65 fe e t w id e r

an d  n e a rly  1 0 ,0 0 0  to n s h e a v ie r. 

T o d ay

is  th e  la s t sc h e d u le d  b lo c k a g e  fo r M T I.

W e c u rre n tly  h a v e  a sp a n  3 b lo c k a g e  to

rem o v e som e p a in te r 's  p la tfo rm s  an d  to

in s ta ll som e new  h a n d ra ils . I ju s t w an t

to  th a n k  y o u  fo r th e  la s t fiv e  y e a rs  o f

m ak in g  th e  H u ey  P . L o n g  B rid g e  s ite  a


s a fe  p ro je c t fo r u s. 

T h e w ak es in  th e

riv e r m ake o u r w o rk  e x tre m e ly  d a n g e ro u s

an d  th ro u g h  th e  c o o p e ra tio n  o f th e  w o rk

w e 'v e  h a d  h e re  in  th e  la s t fiv e  y e a rs

w e 'v e  b e e n  v e ry  s a fe  o n  th e  riv e r so  w e

w an t to  th a n k  y o u .

A s M assm an  C o n s tru c tio n  C o m p an y ,

w e 'v e  w id e n e d  th e  c o n c re te  p ie rs  fro m

2 0 0 6  to  2 0 0 8 . 

W e w ere to ld  th e n  th a t

c o m m u n ic a tio n  w o u ld  b e th e  k ey  to  o u r

s c h e d u le . 

W ith  o u r tw o -w eek  n o tic e

e m a ils an d  th e  c o o p e ra tio n  o f V T S G ro u p

an d  a ll o f th e  m a rin e  in d u s try , w e

c lo s e d  th e  riv e r n u m ero u s tim e s a n d

w ere a b le  to  m a in ta in  th e  s c h e d u le . S o

th a n k  y o u .

A s M T I, M assm an , T ra y lo r an d  IH I

A SSO C IA TED  R EPO R TER S, IN C . - DOROTHY N . GROS


(504) 529-3355



.. 

(


1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9


10

11

12

( 

1 3


14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

( 

18

J o in t V e n tu re , w e w id e n e d  e a c h  o f th e

fo u r m a ssiv e  sp a n s w e ig h in g  o v e r 2 ,5 0 0

to n s e a c h . 

In  2 0 0 7 , w e p re s e n te d  o u r

sp a n -b y -sp a n  a p p ro a c h , w h ic h  w as a


p h e n o m e n a l im p ro v e m e n t fo r n a v ig a tio n

o v e r th e  o b s tru c tio n s  th a t w ere c a u se d

b y  th e  c o n tra c t m eth o d  u s in g  fa ls e  w o rk

in  e a c h  o f th e  sp a n s an d  p u ttin g  up

p ie c e -b y -p ie c e  o r s tic k  b u ilt.

T h ro u g h  o u r sp a n -b y -sp a n  w e w ere

a b le  to  c lo s e  th e  riv e r o n ly  th re e

tim e s . 

In  Ju n e  o f 2 0 1 0 , w e c lo s e d  th e

e n tire  riv e r fo r e ig h t h o u rs . In

N o v em b er o f 2 0 1 0 , w e c lo s e d  i t  fo r 48

h o u rs to  do th e  c e n te r sp a n  a n d , in

A p ril o f 2 0 1 1 , w e c lo s e d  i t  fo r e ig h t

h o u rs a g a in . 

D u rin g  th e  c o m p lic a te d

p ro c e s s  o f ty in g  th e  new  w id e n in g  tru s s

to  th e  e x is tin g  tru s s , w e w ere a b le  to

b lo c k  ju s t o n e o f th e  tw o  n a v ig a b le

sp a n s a llo w in g  o u r c re w s to  s a fe ly  b o lt

th e s e  c o n n e c tio n s to g e th e r.

A g a in , to d a y  m ark s o u r la s t m a jo r

riv e r b lo c k a g e  an d  w e e x p e c t to

c o m p le te  o u r c o n tra c t b y  F e b ru a ry  o f

A SSO C IA TED  R EPO R TER S, IN C . - DOROTHY N . GROS
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2 0 1 2 . 

D u rin g  th is  tim e  w e m ay h a v e

som e p u n c h  lis t is s u e s  th a t w o u ld

re q u ire  a lo n g  boom  c ra n e  to  go to  th e

c e n te r o f e a c h  o f th e s e  sp a n s. 

O u r D O T


in s p e c to rs  a re  c u rre n tly  d o in g  th e

p u n ch  lis t. 

W e d o n 't a n tic ip a te  a n y ,

b u t I ju s t k in d  o f d o n 't w an t to  c lo s e

th e  d o o r to  sa y  e n tire ly  w e 'll n e v e r

b lo c k  i t  a g a in . 

S o if  w e d o , it w ill

b e v e ry  m in o r in  a s h o rt p e rio d  o f tim e

an d  w ith  o u r c o m m u n ic a tio n  a g a in  w e 'll

p u t o u t n o tic e .

S o fin a lly , I 'd  lik e  to  in tro d u c e

K M TC , w h ich  is  K ie w itt, M assm an  & 


T ra y lo r. 

T h e y 're  d o in g  th e  ro a d

a p p ro a c h e s an d  d o in g  th e  ro a d  c o n c re te

d e c k  on th e  m ain  sp a n . 

T h e ir c o n tra c t

is  fro m  2 0 0 8  to  2 0 1 3 .

S o o n c e  a g a in , I 'd  lik e  to  th a n k

e v e ry b o d y  fo r y o u r c o n tin u o u s s u p p o rt

an d  e x c e lle n t c o m m u n ic a tio n  w ith

M assm an  a t th e  H u ey  P . L o n g  B rid g e .

A t th is  tim e , L u is P a iz  an d  B en

C u rry  (p h o n e tic ) T h an k  y o u  e v e ry b o d y .

C O M M IT T E E  C H A IR :
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T h an k  y o u  v e ry  m u ch .

L U IS  P A IZ :

G ood m o rn in g . 

F irs t o f a ll, I w an t

to  ta k e  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to  sa y  th a n k

y o u  fo r th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to  in tro d u c e

o u rs e lv e s  to  a ll o f y o u . 

M y nam e is

L u is P a iz . 

I w o rk  fo r K ie w itt, M assm an

&  T ra y lo r C o n s tru c tio n . 

T h is is  B en

C u rry . 

H e is  g o in g  to  b e th e  C o a st

G u ard  c o o rd in a to r fo r u s in  th e  n e a r

fu tu re . 

W e 're  b a s ic a lly  g o in g  to  b e

th e  c o n tra c to rs  re s p o n s ib le  to  b u ild

th e  n e x t p h a se  o f th e  H u ey  P . L o n g

B rid g e , w h ich  is  b a s ic a lly  th e  ro ad w ay

in s id e  th e  tru s s . 

B a s ic a lly  now  th a t

M T I's w o rk  is  w in d in g  d o w n , w e a re

g o in g  to  s ta r t ta k in g  o v e r fo r th e ir

re s p o n s ib ilitie s  an d  s ta r t

c o o rd in a tio n  w ith  th e  C o a st G u a rd . I


know  th a t M T I h a s d o n e a h e ll o f a jo b .

T h e y 'v e  d o n e a fa n ta s tic  jo b  w ith

c o m m u n ic a tio n  an d  c o o rd in a tio n  an d  w e

in te n d  to  k eep  th e  sam e lin e  o f

c o m m u n ic a tio n  an d  m ak e s u re  th a t

e v e ry th in g  is  c o o rd in a te d  p ro p e rly  an d

A SSO C IA TED  R EPO R TER S, IN C . - DOROTHY N . GROS
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c o n tin u e  th e  g o o d  jo b  th a t M T I h a s b e e n

d o in g  so  fa r.

S o w ith  th a t, w h at w e 're  h e re  fo r

rig h t n ow , w e 're  g o in g  to  g iv e  a b r ie f

p re s e n ta tio n  o f o u r sc o p e  o f w o rk  fo r

th e  p ro je c t an d  th e n  th e  p o te n tia l

e ffe c ts  o n  m a rin e  tr a f f ic  a n d  b a s ic a lly

a d d re ss an y  q u e s tio n s  th a t y o u  c o u ld

h a v e .

B E N  C U R R Y :

L ik e  L u is s a id , th is  is  a b rie f

o v e rv ie w  o f o u r u p co m in g  sc o p e  o f w o rk

an d  th e  e ffe c ts  i t  w ill h a v e  o n  m a rin e

tr a f f ic .

I 'l l  g iv e  y o u  a b rie f o v e rv ie w  fo r

th o se  w ho a re  n o t fa m ilia r w ith  th e

b rid g e  an d  th e  p la tfo rm s  th a t w e

c u rre n tly  h a v e  in s ta lle d  u n d e rn e a th  th e

b rid g e  an d  th e n  a b re a k d o w n  o f o u r

u p co m in g  w o rk  a n d  an y  a n tic ip a te d

r e s tr ic tio n s  w e p la n  o n  h a v in g .

F o r th o s e  w ho a re  fa m ilia r, lik e

C la ir s a id , M assm an  o rig in a lly  cam e

th ro u g h  an d  w id e n e d  th e  p ie rs  an d

in s ta lle d  th e W -fra m e s . 

M T I cam e
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th ro u g h  an d  in s ta lle d  th e  w id e n in g

tru s s  o n  th e  o u ts id e  an d  th e n  K M TC is

co m in g  th ro u g h  an d  d o in g  th e  la s t p h a se

o f w o rk  w h ere w e 're  in s ta llin g  th e  new

ro ad w ay  an d  sw a p p in g  tr a f f ic  o v e r to

c o m p le te  th e  p ro je c t.

T h is is  a b rie f o v e rv ie w  o f th e

m ain  sp a n . 

W e'v e g o t fix e d  p la tfo rm s .

M T I cam e in  an d  in s ta lle d  fix e d

p la tfo rm s  o n  sp a n s 1 , 3 an d  4 

S p an  2 ,

w h ich  is  th e  m ain  n a v ig a tio n  sp a n  h a s a


c o m b in a tio n  o f fix e d  p la tfo rm s  an d

tra v e lin g  p la tfo rm s , w h ic h  c a n  b e

p o s itio n e d  an y w h ere  o n  th e  sp a n  an d  a re

p a rk e d  a g a in s t th e  p ie rs  w h en  n o t in

u se .

T h is is  a s e c tio n  v ie w  th ro u g h  th e

m ain  sp a n . 

W e'v e g o t th e  fix e d  K BC


p la tfo rm s  h e re  o n  th e  o u ts id e  an d  M T I's

ro llin g  p la tfo rm  is  dow n h e re  in  th e

m id d le  s in c e  th a t c a n  m ove a n y w h e re  o n

th e  sp a n , i t 's  n o rm a lly  p a rk e d  a g a in s t

th e  p ie rs  w h en  n o t in  u se .

T h is is  o u r u p co m in g  s c h e d u le .

W e 'll b e w o rk in g  o n  th e  b rid g e  th ro u g h
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2 0 1 3 . 

T h e c u rre n t p h a se  o f w o rk  th a t

w e h a v e  g o in g  o n  rig h t now  is  th e  new

o u ts id e  la n e s  an d  r e tr o f it w o rk  th a t's

b e e n  o n g o in g  s in c e  A u g u st an d  w e 're

g o in g  to  c o n tin u e  th a t w o rk  th ro u g h  th e

en d  o f M arch . 

S ta rtin g  in  m id -A p ril

2 0 1 2 , w e 'll sw ap  tr a f f ic  o v e r to  th e

new  la n e s  th a t w e ju s t c re a te d  an d  th e n

d e m o lish  th e  e x is tin g  in s id e  ro a d w a y s

so  w e c a n  in s ta ll th e  new  ro a d w a y

th e re . 

W e a n tic ip a te  th a t ta k in g  tw o

to  th re e  m o n th s. 

T h en  th a t's  fin is h e d

in  J u ly . 

W e 'll c o n s tru c t th e  new  la n e s

o n  th e  in s id e  h a lf o f th e  b rid g e  a n d

th a t's  a fo u r-m o n th  d u ra tio n  w e

a n tic ip a te . 

A nd th e n  a b o u t a y e a r fro m

now  in  Ja n u a ry  2 0 1 3 , w e w ill g o

th ro u g h , o n c e  w e h a v e  c o m p le te d  a ll o u r

w o rk , an d  rem o v e a ll o f th e  a c c e s s

p la tfo rm s  th a t w e 'v e  in s ta lle d

u n d e rn e a th  th e  b rid g e .

A  l i t t l e  m o re d e ta ils : T h e f ir s t

p h a se  o f c o n s tru c tio n  w ere c u rre n tly

b u ild in g  th is  o u ts id e  s e t o f la n e s .

W e'v e g o t a ll th e  s tru c tu ra l s te e l th a t
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w e n e e d  fo r th e  m o m en t, an d  w e 're  in

th e  p ro c e ss  o f fo rm in g  an d  p o u rin g  a ll

o f th e  d e c k s. 

W e 're  a ls o  d o in g  so m e

r e tr o f it w o rk  o n  th e  e x is tin g  b rid g e  o n

th e  in s id e  tru s s . T h is is  a c o u p le  o f

q u ic k  p ic tu re s . T h is is  th e  d e c k  w e

p o u re d  b a c k  in  N o v em b er. 

T h is is  o n

th e  u p stre a m  s id e  o f th e  b rid g e  lo o k in g

to w a rd s th e  e a stb a n k  o f th e  o ld e r sp a n

1 . W e'v e g o t th e  new  d e c k  h e re  an d

th e n  th e  e x is tin g  ro ad w ay  b a c k  to  h e re

o n  th e  o th e r s id e  o f th is  c o n s tru c tio n

s c re e n in g .

T h is is  a v iew  fro m  o n e o f th e

w eb cam s th a t th e  S ta te  h a s p ro v id e d .

Y ou c a n  se e  th e  sam e th in g . 

W e'v e g o t

th e  a p p ro a c h e s th a t's  co m in g  a c ro s s  th e

b rid g e  an d  th e  e x is tin g  ro ad w ay  th e re .

J u s t so  y o u  c a n  k in d  o f s e e : W e 'll

d e m o lish  th is  ro ad w ay  in  A p ril an d  th e n

b u ild  a new  ro ad w ay  th e re , a s w e ll.

T h e r e tr o f it w o rk  th a t w e 're  d o in g

in v o lv e s  th is  p a rtic u la r m em b er rig h t

h e re . 

T h is is  o v e r th e  m ain  sp a n  h e re .

W e com e th ro u g h ; w e ta k e  th a t o u t. W e
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ta k e  th a t o u t an d  th e n  b o lt in  a new

a n g le  th e re . 

I t's  fa irly  c o m p lic a te d

w o rk . 

I ts  a c c e s s  is  v e ry  d if f ic u lt

th ro u g h  th e re .

W e a n tic ip a te  r e s tr ic tio n s  w e p la n

o n  s e e in g  fo r th e  f ir s t p h a se . T h e

r e tr o f it w o rk -- w e 're  d o in g  th e

r e tr o f it in  th e  m ain  sp a n . 

W e a re

g o in g  to  h a v e  to  h a v e  th e  tra v e le rs  b e

a c tiv e  in  th a t sp a n . 

T h e e n tire

d u ra tio n  o f th a t w o rk  w e a n tic ip a te  a t

fo u r to  s ix  w e e k s. 

W e 'll k eep  th e  sam e

n o tific a tio n  an d  v e rtic a l c le a ra n c e .

N o c o m p le te  c h a n n e l c lo s u re s ; n o

b lo c k a g e s th a t w e a n tic ip a te  fo r th is

p h a se  an d  w e a n tic ip a te  a b o u t 12 d a y s.

S o w e 're  g o in g  to  re q u e s t a ir  d ra ft

r e s tr ic tio n s  in  th e  c e n te r o f th e

c h a n n e l.

25

A nd th e n  a ls o , in  la te  Ja n u a ry  2 0 1 2

an d  e a rly  F e b ru a ry  2 0 1 2 , w e 'll b e

p o u rin g  th e  d e c k s o v e r th e  m ain

n a v ig a tio n  c h a n n e l an d  th e  a lte rn a te

n a v ig a tio n  c h a n n e l. 

T h is s h o u ld n 't

h a v e  an y  a ffe c t o n  tr a f f ic  th ro u g h
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th e re . 

W e ju s t w an t to  le t e v e ry b o d y

know  w h a t's  g o in g  o n . W e 'll h a v e  lig h t

p la n s  up  o n  th e  b rid g e , b u t th a t's

a b o u t th e  o n ly  th in g  th a t w ill b e

a ffe c te d  th e re .

P h a se  II c o n s tru c tio n  is  th e

d e m o litio n  o f th e  e x is tin g  ro a d w a y .

T h is s ta r ts  m id -A p ril 2 0 1 2 . 

W h ile

tr a f f ic  is  sw ap p ed  o v e r to  th e  new  la n e

an d  w e com e th ro u g h  an d  d e m o lish  a n d

ta k e  e v e ry th in g  o u t.

A  q u ic k  s k e tc h  o f w h a t w e 're  d o in g :

W e 're  g o in g  to  h a v e  an  e x c a v a to r p la c e d

o n  th e  e x is tin g  ro a d w a y . 

W e 're  g o in g

to  saw  c u t a ll th e  s la b  s e c tio n s , p ic k

th o s e  o u t an d  tru c k  th o s e  o ff th e

b rid g e  an d  th e n  w e 'll com e th ro u g h  a t

n ig h t an d  l i f t  th e  g ird e r s e c tio n s  o u t

o ff th e  new  ro ad w ay  w ith  la n e  c lo s u re s

up  th e re . W e'v e g o t th e  e x c a v a to r, a


tru c k  an d  w e 'll b e tru c k in g  a ll th e

s e c tio n s  o ff th e  b rid g e . 

F o r th is  w e

a re  a n tic ip a tin g  th a t w e 're  g o in g  to

h a v e  to  h a v e  a few  c lo s u re s  o f th e  m ain

an d  a lte rn a te  n a v ig a tio n  c h a n n e ls w h ile

A SSO CIA TED  REPO RTERS, IN C . - DOROTHY N. GROS


(504) 529-3355



w e 're  w o rk in g  ab o v e th e re . 

W e in te n d

to  h a v e  c o n ta in m e n t u n d e rn e a th  ju s t so

w e d o n 't d ro p  a n y th in g  o n  a n y b o d y  i t 's

p ro b a b ly  b e s t fo r e v e ry b o d y  th e re .

D u ra tio n  s c h e d u le s , w e 're  s t i l l

d e te rm in in g  th a t an d  g e ttin g  firm

a n sw e rs fro m  o u r g e n e ra l s u b c o n tra c to r

o n  w h at th e y 're  g o in g  to  re q u ire  a n d

th e n  w e 'll c o o rd in a te  w ith  th e  C o a st

G u ard  o n  w h at w e 're  g o in g  to  b e

a llo w e d .

T h e th ird  p h a se  o f c o n s tru c tio n

s ta r ts  in  J u ly . W e 'll b e b u ild in g  th e

27

new  in s id e  la n e s  fa irly  s im ila r to  w h at

w e 're  d o in g  rig h t n ow . 

W e 'll p la c e  o u r

G a n try  c ra n e  b a c k  up  th e re  w ith  a ll th e

s trin g e rs  an d  a g a in , n o  c h a n n e l

c lo s u re s  a n tic ip a te d . W e 'll h a v e  th e

-- th e  tra v e le rs  w ill b e a c tiv e  fo r

p ro b a b ly  a ro u n d  fo u r w eek s to ta l a s

w e 're  w o rk in g  o v e r th e  m ain  sp a n  ju s t

so  w e h a v e  a c c e ss an d  c a n  s ta g e

m a te ria ls  an d  to  p re v e n t a n y th in g  fro m

fa llin g  in  c a se  w e do d ro p  so m e th in g ,

w h ich  w e d o n 't a n tic ip a te .
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T h e fin a l p h a se  o f w o rk  is  a y e a r

fro m  n o w : A ll th e  a c c e s s  p la tfo rm s  d o

h a v e  to  com e dow n o ff th e  b rid g e . S o

th e re  w ill p ro b a b ly  b e a few  c h a n n e l

b lo c k a g e s a s w e 're  lo w e rin g  th e s e .

W e 're  g o in g  to  lo w e r th em  w ith  w in c h e s

o ff th e  d e c k . 

S o w e w o n 't h a v e  c ra n e s

28

o u t th e re , b u t w e w ill h a v e , o b v io u s ly ,

a b a rg e  o r a tu g  to  re c e iv e  th e

p la tfo rm  o n c e  th e y 're  lo w e re d .

D o es an y b o d y  h a v e  an y  q u e s tio n s ?

L U IZ  P A IZ :

T h e o n ly  th in g  I w an t to  c la r if y  is

th a t a ll th e  p la n n in g  is  g o in g  to  b e

w e 're  g o in g  to  c o o rd in a te  w ith  th e

C o a st G u ard  an d  m ak e s u re  th a t w e

m in im iz e  an y  im p a c t to  m a rin e  tr a f f ic .

S o w e 'll d e fin ite ly  k eep  th a t in  m in d

an d  in c lu d e  th e  C o a st G u ard  o n  an y

p la n n in g  th a t re q u ire s  th e ir

c o o rd in a tio n . 

A nd a s fa r a s how  w e

c o m m u n ic a te  to  th e  re s t o f y o u  an d  th e

C o a st G u ard , w e 're  g o in g  to  u se  e x a c tly

th e  sam e te m p la te s  th a t M T I h a s b e e n

u s in g . 

W e 're  g o in g  to  h a v e  th e  th re e -
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w eek  lo o k  a h e a d . 

S o a s fa r a s c h a n g e s,

b a s ic a lly  a ll y o u 're  g o in g  to  s e e , fo r

th e  m o st p a rt, is  a c h a n g e  in  th e  title

b lo c k  fro m  M T I to  K M TC . B u t b a s ic a lly ,

e v e ry th in g  e ls e  sh o u ld  re m a in  th e  sam e

ju s t to  b e c o n s is te n t an d  a v o id  an y

c o n fu s io n .

RO N  B R A N C H :

W hen y o u  sp e a k  o f re m o v in g  th e

p la tfo rm , d o e s th a t in c lu d e  re m o v in g

th e  r a ils  th a t th e  p la tfo rm s  ru n  o ff

o f?

L U IS  P A IZ :

Y es.

R O N A LD  B R A N C H :

T h o se a re  d e fin ite ly  co m e o ff?

L U IS  P A IZ :

Y es.

C O M M IT T E E  C H A IR :

A ny o th e r q u e s tio n s ?

SEA N  D U FFY :

I ju s t h a v e  o n e co m m en t. T h is is

S ean  D u ffy . W ith  th e  a ir  d ra ft

lim ita tio n s  th a t w ill b e so m e th in g  w e

c a n  ta lk  a b o u t w ith  th e  C o a st G u ard
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g ro u p , b u t I saw  o n e p e rio d  o f 12 d a y s.

S u re ly  th o se  w o n 't b e c o n s e c u tiv e  d a y s

an d  w e 'll h av e to  h a v e  b re a k s in  th e re .

B u t th a t c a n  b e d is c u s s e d  in  m o re

d e ta il o u ts id e .

B EN  C U R R Y :

T h a t w as 12 d a y s o v e r th a t th re e -

m o n th  p e rio d .

L U IS  P A IZ :

B a s ic a lly , I d o n 't know  o f an y

c h a n g e s, b u t w e in te n d  to  u se  th e  sam e

r e s tr ic tio n s  th a t M T I h a s b e e n  u sin g

a n d  I th in k  fo r a ir  d ra ft c lo s u re s  o n

30

T u e sd a y  an d  T h u rsd a y s w ith  a b a c k -u p  o n

S a tu rd a y . 

S o w e w ill p la n  a ro u n d  th o se

d a y s th a t h av e b e e n  a p p ro v e d  so  fa r.

SE A N  D U FFY :

T h an k  y o u .

C O M M IT T E E  C H A IR :

A ny o th e r q u e s tio n s ?  T h an k  y o u

g e n tle m e n  v e ry  m uch an d  I w o u ld  lik e

to , a g a in , I know  I d o  th is  e v e ry  tim e ,

b u t ju s t a g a in  r e ite r a te  w h at a s u c c e ss

I th in k  th is  c o n s tru c tio n  p ro je c t h a s

b e e n . 

I m ean , fro m  b e fo re , y e a rs

A SSO C IA TED  R EPO R TER S, IN C . - DOROTHY N . GROS


(504) 529-3355



-···


( 

1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9


10

11

12

( 

"3

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

(


31

b e fo re , ju s t th e  c o m m u n ic a tio n  s ittin g

dow n w ith  in d u s try , u n d e rs ta n d in g  w h at

o u r n e e d s a re , i t  re a lly  h a s b e e n  a


su c c e ss s to ry . 

I know  th a t o u r

b re th re n  u p  th e  riv e r in  th e  G re e n v ille

a re a  a re  n o t h a v in g  q u ite  th e  sam e

su c c e ss s to ry  an d  I th in k  a lo t o f i t

h a s to  do w ith  la c k  o f c o m m u n ic a tio n

an d  p re -p la n n in g  an d  th a t s o rt o f

th in g . 

S o a g a in , I 'd  lik e  to  th a n k  y o u

an d  w e 'll lo o k  fo rw a rd  to  w o rk in g  w ith

y o u  a s y o u  m ove in to  y o u r p h a se  o f

th is .

L U IS  P A IZ :

T h an k  y o u . W e a p p re c ia te  i t .

C O M M IT T E E  C H A IR :

M o v in g  to  th e  C o rp s o f E n g in e e rs,

M ic h e lle . W o u ld  y o u  lik e  to  g iv e  y o u r

re p o rt?

M IC H E L L E  SPR A U L :

I'm  M ic h e lle  S p ra u l, O p e ra tio n s

M an ag er fo r th e  M is s is s ip p i R iv e r fo r

th e  C o rp s o f E n g in e e rs in  N ew  O rle a n s .

B a s ic a lly , I h a v e  th e  sam e m e ssa g e  fo r

y o u  a ll th a t I h ad  in  fis c a l y e a r 2 0 1 1 .
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F o r fis c a l y e a r 2 0 1 2 , w e w ill b e

m a n a g in g  th e  M is s is s ip p i R iv e r

n a v ig a tio n  c h a n n e l fro m  B a to n  R o u g e to

th e  G u lf o f M ex ico  w ith  a s im ila r p la n

th a t w e d id  in  FY  2 0 1 1 . 

T h a t b a s ic a lly

m ean s th a t w e do n o t h a v e  en o u g h

fu n d in g  to  m a in ta in  th e  c h a n n e l a ll

y e a r ro u n d  so  y o u  c a n  e x p e c t p ro b a b ly

th e  sam e ty p e  o f r e s tr ic tio n s  th a t y o u

h a d  in  FY  2 0 1 1 .

FY  1 2 's  P re s id e n t's  b u d g e t is  $ 6 8

m illio n , b u t th e  H o u se am o u n t is  $ 6 6 .6

m illio n . W e 're  s t i l l  o p e ra tin g  u n d e r

c o n tin u in g  re s o lu tio n  a u th o rity  w h ic h

m ean s th a t w e d o  n o t know  e x a c tly  w h a t

o u r b u d g e t w ill b e fo r th e  y e a r.

H o p e fu lly , it w ill b e so m ew h ere in -

b e tw e e n  th o se  tw o  n u m b e rs.

R ig h t now  w e h a v e  d re d g in g

sc h e d u le d  in  F e b ru a ry  fo r S o u th w e st

P a ss an d  d re d g in g  is  n o t sc h e d u le d

u n til J u ly  fo r th e  c ro s s in g  b e tw e e n

B a to n  R o u g e an d  N ew  O rle a n s an d  a ls o

fo r N ew  O rle a n s H a rb o r. 

T h e sc h e d u le

32

w ill c h a n g e  b a se d  o n  riv e r c h a n g e s, b u t
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th a t's  w h at w e 're  try in g  to  s tic k  w ith

rig h t now  to  in s u re  th a t th e  fu n d in g

la s ts  th ro u g h  th e  e n tire  fis c a l y e a r,

ju s t a s w e d id  in  2 0 1 1 .

S om e new  n ew s is  th a t th e  w e a th e r

s e rv ic e  h a s so m e p re d ic tio n s  o u t w ith

C aro  (p h o n e tic }  ris in g  to  44 fe e t b y

D ecem b er 8 a n d  N ew  O rle a n s h ittin g  13

fe e t o n  th e  2 1 st o f D ecem b er. 

T h a t

33

m ean s th a t w e w ill p ro b a b ly  se e  lo ts  o f

a d d itio n a l s h o a lin g  in  S o u th w e st P a ss.

W e n o rm a lly  w o u ld  p ro b a b ly  s ta r t

d re d g in g  w h en  w e 're  g e ttin g  o v e r a b o u t

10 fe e t a t N ew  O rle a n s. 

S o if  w e 're

g o in g  u p  to  13  fe e t, th e n  d re d g in g

p ro b a b ly  w ill b e n e c e s s a ry . 

H o w ev er,

w e 're  g o in g  to  try  to  h o ld  o ff a s lo n g

a s w e c a n  b e c a u se  o f th e  fu n d in g

s itu a tio n . S o w e' 11 c o n tin u e  to  su rv e y

th e  c h a n n e l, m o n ito r c o n d itio n s  a n d

d e c id e  w h at to  d o  a s w e g e t c lo s e r to

th a t 13 fo o t c re s t an d  se e  w h at k in d  o f

d am ag e i t  d o e s in  th e  n a v ig a tio n

c h a n n e l a s fa r a s s h o a lin g  g o e s.

Q u e stio n s?
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LY N N  M U EN C H :

M ic h e lle , if  y o u  h a d  to  g u e ss, w h at

w o u ld  b e th e  fu ll fu n d in g ?

M IC H E L L E  SPR A U L :

U su a lly  i t 's  th e  le s s e r o f th e  tw o

a m o u n ts.

LY N N  M U EN C H :

I f  y o u  w ere g o in g  to  d o  a ll th e

d re d g in g  y o u  th o u g h t w as n e c e s s a ry ,

w h at is  th e  d o lla r -

M IC H E L L E  SPR A U L :

I d id  som e e s tim a te s  la s t y e a r an d

i t  p ro b a b ly  w o u ld  b e a b o u t $85 m illio n

ju s t to  d o  th e  d re d g in g  re q u ire d , n o t

to  m a in ta in  an y  in fra s tru c tu re  w e h a v e

su c h  a s th e  je ttie s  an d  th in g s  lik e

th a t, n o t d re d g in g  S o u th  P a ss, n o n e o f

th a t. 

J u s t to  do th e  c r itic a l

d re d g in g , w h ich  is  th e  c ro s s in g s

b e tw e e n  B a to n  R o u g e an d  N ew  O rle a n s,

N ew  O rle a n s H a rb o r an d  S o u th w e st P a ss

d re d g in g , it w o u ld  p ro b a b ly  b e a ro u n d

$ 8 5  m illio n  a y e a r an d  th a t w o u ld  b e

fo r a v e ra g e  riv e r s ta g e s . 

So if  y o u 're

g e ttin g  u p  to  h ig h e r riv e r e v e n ts
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d u rin g  th e  y e a r, th e n  th a t w o u ld

in c re a s e  th e  c o s t.

LY N N  M U EN C H :

A nd is  th e  in fra s tru c tu re  a t a


b re a k in g  p o in t?  W h a t's th e  d o lla r

am o u n t th e re ?

M IC H E L L E  S P R A U L :

S o u th  P a ss is  no lo n g e r n a v ig a b le

so  th a t's  p re tty  m uch p a ss th e  b re a k in g

p o in t. 

S o u th  P a ss w o u ld  p ro b a b ly  b e

b e tw e e n  $ 2 0  a n d  $ 3 0  m illio n . 

S o u th

P a ss je ttie s , I'm  n o t th e re  in  - - w e ll,

w e 're  n o t e v e n  g e ttin g  o u t th a t fa r to

e v a lu a te  th em  a n y m o re , b u t th e y  d o  n e e d

so m e re p a irs . 

T h a t w o u ld  b e a b o u t $ 1 0

m illio n . 

T h a t's  a ll in  S o u th  P a s s .

T h e S o u th w e st P a ss je ttie s , th e y 're

s t i l l  in  p re tty  d e c e n t sh a p e  rig h t n o w .

S o w e ju s t n e e d  to  w a it a n d  se e  if  w e

h a v e  a n y  sto rm s th is  y e a r th e n  th e y

w o u ld  n e e d  re p a irs . 

B u t to  re p a ir

je ttie s , y o u 're  lo o k in g  a t a t le a s t $ 1 0

m illio n  fo r S o u th w e st P a ss je ttie s  a ls o

if  w e w o u ld  h a v e  to  d o  th a t. 

B u t rig h t

n o w , th o s e  a re  in  d e c e n t sh a p e . 

S o I 'd
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sa y  y o u 're  p a s t th e  b re a k in g  p o in t

rig h t now  w o u ld  b e S o u th  P a ss d re d g in g .

LY N N  M U EN C H :

I f  w e h ad  a y e a r lik e  - - fo r n e x t

y e a r lik e  w e d id  la s t y e a r, w h a t's  th e

n u m b er o n  th a t fo r d re d g in g ?

M IC H E L L E  SPR A U L :

W e ll, w e 'v e  in c re a s e d  it fro m  $ 8 5

m illio n  an d  i t 's  p ro b a b ly  g iv e n  th a t w e

w o u ld  h a v e  to  in c re a s e  th a t an y w ay

b e c a u se  w e 're  s ta rtin g  th is  y e a r w ith

c h a n n e l c o n d itio n s  th a t a re  n o t a s g o o d

a s w e n o rm a lly  h a v e  s in c e  w e w e re n 't

a b le  to  d re d g e  a s w e w o u ld  lik e  to

s ta r t th e  y e a r. 

S o w e c o u ld  p ro b a b ly

sa y  a b o u t $ 1 1 0  - - $ 1 1 0  is  a b o u t th e

a v e ra g e  th a t w as s p e n t o v e r th e  p a s t

fiv e  y e a rs w h en  w e w ere a b le  to  g e t

a d d itio n a l fu n d in g .

M IK E  M IL L E R :

M ic h e lle , an y  w o rd  o n  th e  w in g  d am s

th a t w ere d am ag es d u rin g  T ro p ic a l S to rm

L ee?

M IC H E L L E  SPR A U L :

Y es, th e y 're  n o t g o in g  to  g e t
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re p a ire d . 

T h a t's  th e  w o rd  o n  th o s e .

I t w as v e ry  e x p e n siv e  to  re p a ir th o s e ,

th o se  p ile  d ik e s . 

W e 're  ta lk in g  a b o u t

th e  p ile  d ik e s  in  S o u th w e st P a ss. I t

w as o v e r $1 m illio n  a p ie c e  to  re p a ir

th o se  an d  w e w ere o n ly  a b le  to  d o  th a t

b e c a u se  w e h a d  m o n ey  fro m  th e  A m e ric a n

R e c o v e ry  an d  R e in v e stm e n t A c t. S o

u n le ss w e g e t so m e s o rt o f e m e rg e n c y

fu n d in g  o r a v e ry  la rg e  am o u n t o f

a d d itio n a l fu n d in g  in  th e  fu tu re , w e

w ill n o t b e a b le  to  re p a ir th o s e  p ile

d ik e s .

M IK E  M IL L E R :

W hy d o  th e y  f a ll a p a rt so  q u ic k ly ?

M IC H E L L E  SPR A U L :

T he w av e a c tio n . 

W e d id  lo o k  a t

v ie w in g  

o n  th e  v e ry  o u te r m o st p ile

d ik e s , a ll th e  w ay a t th e  e n d , th e  o n e s

e ffe c te d  w ith  th e  m o st fo rc e  fro m  th e

37

G u lf, w e d id  lo o k  a t d o in g  th o s e  a s

s te e l, in s te a d  o f tim b e r to  try  to  ta k e

m o re a c tio n  an d  la s t lo n g e r, b u t th e

e s tim a te  - - an d  w e a c tu a lly , I know

n a v ig a tio n  in d u s try  d o e s n 't lik e  h a v in g
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s te e l o u t th e re  in  c a se  it g e ts  h it b u t

w e d id , I th in k  a b o u t tw o  y e a rs a g o , w e

a c tu a lly  d id  g e t y o u  g u y s to  s o rt o f

a g re e  to  th a t an d  w e w ere lo o k in g  a t

g o in g  a h e a d  an d  d o in g  th a t. 

H o w ev er,

th e  am o u n t to  re p a ir s te e l a s o p p o se d

to  tim b e r is  a b o u t th re e  tim e s a s m uch

o r m o re. 

S o th a t's  w hy w e d id n 't g o

w ith  th e  s te e l. 

S o i t 's  b a s ic a lly  w av e

a c tio n  o n  th is  tim b e r p ile  is  th e y  ju s t

- - th e y  c a n 't h o le  u p .

M IK E  M IL L E R :

T h e y 're  n o t a s d e e p  a s th e y  w ere

p re v io u s ly  b e c a u se  I d o n 't e v e r

rem em b er a n y th in g  th a t new  b e in g

d e s tro y e d  th a t q u ic k ly .

M IC H E L L E  SPR A U L :

I w as s u rp ris e d  m y se lf. I


u n d e rs ta n d . 

W e re p a ire d  th em  - - th e y

w ere re p a ire d  a s th e y  w ere o rig in a lly .

T h ey  w ere p u t b a c k  to  th e  o rig in a l an d

re p a ire d  o r re p la c e d  -- a c tu a lly ,

re p la c e d  in  m o st c a s e s .

M IK E  M IL L E R :

Y eah , i t  w as a ll new  s tu f f .
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M IC H E L L E  SPR A U L :

A n y th in g  e ls e ?

C O M M IT T E E  C H A IR :

A ny o th e r q u e s tio n s  fo r M ic h e lle ?

T h an k  y o u , M ic h e lle .

S ean  D u ffy  is  th e  E x e c u tiv e

D ire c to r o f th e  B ig  R iv e r C o a litio n  an d

I'v e  a sk e d  h im  to  p le a s e  g iv e  an  u p d a te

o f th e  a c tiv itie s  o f th a t g ro u p . W e 're

try in g  to  a p p ro a c h  th is  fro m  a


d iffe re n t s ta n d p o in t to  h e lp  th e  C o rp s

fin d  so m e m o n ey .

SEA N  D U FFY :

T h a n k s, C h e rie . T he B ig  R iv e r

C o a litio n  is  w h a t's  s e t u p  a f te r  th e

C o rp s w en t in  th ro u g h  th e  w h ite  p a p e r

p la n  w h ere th e y  c h a n g e d  re p ro g ra m m in g

th a t h ad  b e e n  d o n e fo r y e a rs w as,

h o w e v er y o u  w o rd  it, w as b a s ic a lly

ta k e n  o ff th e  ta b le , m ay b e in  an

e x tre m e  s itu a tio n  re p ro g ra m m in g  w o u ld

b e a llo w e d , th a t w as m o n ey  b e in g  ta k e n

fro m  a n o th e r p ro je c t to  su p p le m e n t

d re d g in g  o n  th e  riv e r. T h a t a ls o

h a p p e n e d  a t th e  sam e tim e  th a t in

A SSO C IA TED  R EPO R TER S, IN C . - DOROTHY N . GROS


(504) 529-3355



40

C o n g re ss e a rm a rk s b ecam e a d irty  w o rd

w h ic h  g re a t fo r o u r in d u s try  w ere th e

tw o  w ay s th a t w e k e p t th e  riv e r d re d g e d

a n d  m a in ta in e d .

W h at B ig  R iv e r's  re a lly  c o n c e rn e d

a b o u t is  fu n d in g  an d  w e 'v e  lo o k e d  a t,

an d  a s M ic h e lle  w en t th ro u g h , y o u  h a d

an  o v e r d o u b le  n o rm a l a n n u a l b u d g e t

s p e n t e a c h  o f th e  la s t th re e  y e a rs  o n

d re d g in g  th e  riv e r. 

S o a s w e e n te re d

th e  h ig h  riv e r se a so n  o f la s t y e a r, w e

h a d  th e  b e n e fit o f a v e ry  w e ll-

m a in ta in e d  c h a n n e l. 

W e d o n 't h a v e  th a t

b e n e fit. 

T h is is  th e  f ir s t y e a r w h e re

w e 're  s ta rtin g  o ff th e  c ro s s in g s  a s w e

w ere a t lo w  w a te r w h ere N O B R A  p ilo ts

w ere h a v in g  is s u e s  to u c h in g  in  p la c e s

th e y  n e v e r to u c h e d . 

E v e ry  tim e  th e y 'd

lo o k  a t m ay b e th in k in g  a b o u t a


r e s tr ic tio n , w e g o t a bum p up  in  th e

riv e r in  th e  le v e l so  rig h t now  th e

c ro s s in g s  lo o k  g o o d , b u t i t  s w itc h e s  u s

b a c k  to , a s M ic h e lle  re fe re n c e d ,

S o u th w e st P a ss an d  a re a l c o n c e rn  th a t

w e c o u ld  h a v e  r e s tr ic tio n s  in  S o u th w e st
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P a ss b e fo re  F e b ru a ry , m ay b e so m e tim e  in

Ja n u a ry . 

O f c o u rse , n o b o d y  h a s a


c ry s ta l b a ll, b u t w e lo o k  a t th a t

b e c a u se  w e h a d  th em  la s t y e a r, c h a n c e s

a re  w e 're  g o in g  to  h av e th em  a g a in  th is

y e a r.

T h e re s o lu tio n s  th a t a re  v ia b le

a re , a s fa r a s I'm  c o n c e rn e d , th e

H a rb o r M a in te n a n c e  T ru s t F u n d  s o lv e s

th e  v a s t m a jo rity  o f n a v ig a tio n  c h a n n e l

m a in te n a n c e  o n  d e e p  d ra ft c h a n n e ls

a c ro s s  th e  c o u n try . 

O ne o f th e  th in g s

M ic h e lle  w as re fe re n c in g  w as th e  w in g

dam s o r th e  C o rp s c a lls  th em  la te r a l

p ile  d ik e s . 

T h a t's  a b o u t $ 1 0 0  m illio n

to  re p la c e  th em  a ll an d  I d o n 't th in k

th a t's  o u t o f lin e . 

A nd o n e o f th e

th in g s  th a t w e h a v e  to  rem em b er is

th o se  s tru c tu re s  h e lp  th e  c h a n n e l sc o u r

o u t th e  c h a n n e l. 

S o th o se  la te r a l p ile

d ik e s th a t a r e n 't b e in g  re p a ire d  h e lp

re d u c e  d re d g in g  c o s ts . 

S o w e 're  lo s in g

s tru c tu re s  th a t h e lp  re d u c e  d re d g in g

c o s ts  w h ile  w e 're  lo s in g  fu n d in g  to

h e lp  w ith  d re d g in g .
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S o th e  s o lu tio n  a g a in  is  b a c k  to

th e  H a rb o r M a in te n a n c e  T ru s t F u n d .

C o n g re ssm a n  B o u sta n y  h a s H o u se B ill

H .R . 1 0 4 . 

W e 're  u p  to  1 4 4  c o -s p o n s o rs

rig h t n o w . 

T h e m a g ic  n u m b er is  2 1 5 .

42

T h a t 1 4 4  in c lu d e s  so m e p e o p le  w h o, lik e

C o n g re ssm a n  M ica, w ho is  th e  c h a irm a n

o f T & I, T ra n s p o rta tio n  a n d

In fra s tru c tu re . 

R e c e n tly , h e h ad  a


fu n d ra is e r in  N ew  O rle a n s . 

H e s a id

o v e rw h e lm in g ly  th a t th is  is  h is  N u m b er

1 g o a l is  to  g e t th e  H a rb o r M a in te n a n c e

T ru s t F u n d  e ffo rts  p u sh e d  fo rw a rd  .


I t 's  s e t u p  now  o n  th e  h o u se  s id e  to  g o

th ro u g h  in  a tra n s p o rta tio n  b ill,

s e rv ic e  tra n s p o rta tio n  b ill, w h ic h  is

n ew s to  o u r in d u s try . 

W e n e v e r re a lly

h a d  a m a ritim e  s e c tio n  w ith in  th a t.

I t 's  u s u a lly  h ig h w a y s, ro a d w a y s an d

r a ils , e tc ., o th e r m e th o d s, o b v io u s ly

s e rv ic e  tra n s p o rta tio n . 

I t lo o k s lik e

w h en  th a t b ill g o e s fo rw a rd  th a t th e

o n ly  m a ritim e  c o m p o n e n t w ill b e H .R .

1 0 4 , w h ich  is  a v e ry  sim p le  b ill th a t

sa y s a ll m o n ie s fro m  th e  H a rb o r
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M a in te n a n c e  T ru s t F u n d  go fo r th e ir

in te n d e d  p u rp o se s.

O n th e  S e n a te  s id e , y o u  h a v e  S .4 1 2 ,

w h ich  is  S e n a to r L e v in 's  b ill. 

I t I s


b e e n  su p p o rte d  b y  L o u is ia n a 's  tw o

s e n a to rs  fro m  th e  g e t-g o . 

I t now  h a s

29 c o -s p o n s o rs . 

T h e re 's  so m e

c o m p lic a tio n s  o n  th e  S e n a te  s id e .

O rig in a lly , w e th o u g h t w e 'd  h a v e  a


S e n a te  tra n s p o rta tio n  b ill th a t

in c lu d e d  it. 

I f  th e  H o u se b ill an d

S e n a te  b ill w en t fo rw a rd  i t  w o u ld  m ak e

i t  e a sy  to  m a rry  u p .

T h e re 's  so m e c o m p lic a tio n s  th e re .

I h a te  to  e v e n  sa y  it. 

S om e o f th e

th in g s  b e in g  ta lk e d  a b o u t a re  C o rp s

re fo rm . 

I'm  n o t h e a r to  ta lk  a b o u t it.

I d o n 't know  if  I a g re e  w ith  it. I


d o n 't know  en o u g h  a b o u t i t  to  re a lly

co m m en t on it, b u t I know  th a t h a s k in d

o f c h a n g e d  w h ere S .4 1 2  is  g o in g . B u t

h o p e fu lly , th e  H o u se s id e  w ill g o

fo rw a rd  an d  i t 'l l  fo rc e  th e  S e n a te  to

com e up  w ith  a p la n . 

T h e re  is  a lo t o f

s u p p o rt on th e  S e n a te  s id e . 

B ig  R iv e r
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C o a litio n  w as c o n ta c te d  la s t n ig h t. I


w ill b e  p u ttin g  so m e th in g  o u t th a t w ill

d e ta il w ho th e  1 4 4  H o u se c o -sp o n s o rs

a re  an d  th e  m e ssa g e  a ll th e  tim e  is  if

y o u  h a v e  an y  in flu e n c e  w ith  so m eb o d y

w ho h a s n o t sig n e d  o n , p le a s e  e ith e r

h e lp  s e t up  a m e e tin g  o r try  to  re a c h

o u t to  th em  an d  g e t th em  o n  b o a rd .

I t 's  a v e ry  sim p le  b ill. 

I m ean , it

sa y s b a s ic a lly  w h at y o u  d id  in  W ord in

1 9 8 6  w as m e sse d  u p . 

W e w an t to  try  to

fix  th a t. 

T h e se  m o n ie s sh o u ld  g o . 

T h e

s u rp lu s  is  now  o v e r $ 6  b illio n . 

T h a t's

$ 6  b illio n  th a t h a s b e e n  ta k e n  aw ay

fro m  th e  in te n d e d  p u rp o se s , h a rb o r

m a in te n a n c e . 

T h e v a s t m a jo rity  is

a g a in , d re d g in g , b u t it a ls o  c o v e rs

je ttie s , w in g  d am s, s tre s s  p la c e m e n t

a re a s  an d  o n e o f th e  th in g s  th a t's

a lw a y s b e e n  im p o rta n t in  L o u isia n a  is

th e  fe d e ra l c o s t s h a re  o f b e n e fits

y o u 'll u se  to  d re d g e  m a te ria l. 

A nd

th ro u g h  th a t c o n n e c tio n , w e 'v e  g o tte n

so m e su p p o rt fro m  so m e o f th e

e n v iro n m e n ta l g ro u p s, e s p e c ia lly  a s th e
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S ta te  is  v e ry  a g g re s s iv e ly  lo o k in g  a t

c o a s ta l re s to ra tio n  p ro je c ts . 

S o th e

is s u e  I h a v e  is , a c c o rd in g  to  th e  w h ite

p a p e r, a s M ic h e lle  s a id , F e b ru a ry  o r

M arch  is  w h en  th e y 're  sc h e d u le d  to  h a v e

h o p p e rs in  S o u th w e st P a ss an d  w e m ay

n e e d  th em  b e fo re  th a t an d  w ith o u t th e m

w e m ay go b a c k  in to  d ra ft r e s tr ic tio n s .

T h e o n ly  o th e r th in g  I h a v e  to

m e n tio n  is  th e  B ig  R iv e r C o a litio n  h a s

D r. T im  R y an , h e 's  th e  fo rm e r

C h a n c e llo r a t N .O . an d  v e ry  w e ll know n

fo r so m e o f th o s e  e c o n o m ic  s tu d ie s  in

th e  p a s t. 

H e is  d o in g  a s tu d y  th a t I


b e lie v e  w ill b e re le a s e d  w ith in  th e

n e x t s e v e ra l w e e k s, p ro b a b ly  la te  in to

e a rly  Ja n u a ry  th a t d e ta ils  a lo t o f th e

e c o n o m ic  im p a c t an d  th e  c o n c e rn . T h e

d e le g a tio n  m em b ers a re  re a lly  w a itin g

o n  th a t fin a l re p o rt so  th a t th e y  c a n

u se  th a t to  p u sh  th e  H a rb o r M a in te n a n c e

T ru s t F u n d  e ffo rts  fo rw a rd . 

A g a in ,

i t 's  a ta x  th a t's  a lre a d y  b e in g

c o lle c te d ; i t  p a id  b y  im p o rte rs . S o

h o p e fu lly , th a t m o v es fo rw a rd . 
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th e  b ig g e s t re a lly  h o p e w e h a v e  is  th a t

th e  tr u s t fu n d  is  s u c c e s s fu l an d  th e

C o a litio n  h a s su p p o rt fro m  h e re  to

P itts b u rg h . 

I t's  b e e n  re a lly  n e a t

w h a t's  h a p p e n e d  w ith  th e  C o a litio n .

W e'v e h ad  a lo t o f s u p p o rte rs  an d  th e

id e a  is  if  w e e v e r a re  s u c c e s s fu l w ith

th e  H a rb o r M a in te n a n c e  T ru s t F u n d  th a t

w e s ta r t to  lo o k  a t o th e r is s u e s ,

in c lu d in g  som e o f th e  in la n d  u s e rs

s in c e  th e y  h av e b e e n  v e ry  s u p p o rtiv e  o n

w h at w e w o u ld  c o n s id e r d e e p  d ra ft

is s u e s .

T h an k  y o u .

C O M M IT T E E  C H A IR :

T h an k  y o u  v e ry  m u ch , S e a n . 

D o es

an y o n e h av e an y  q u e s tio n s  fo r S ean ?

L y n n .

LY N N  M O EN C H :

S e a n , I saw  an  e m a il a c o u p le  o f

d a y s ag o  th a t in d ic a te d  th a t th e

S u rfa c e  T ra n s p o rta tio n  B ill in  th e

H o u se is  p o te n tia lly  a t a s ta n d s till.

H av e y o u  h e a rd  a n y th in g  a b o u t th a t o r

w h ere w e m ig h t go w ith  th a t?
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SE A N  D U FFY :

I w as to ld  th a t e v e ry th in g  is  b e in g

s trip p e d  o u t b u t H .R . 1 0 4 , w h ic h  a s y o u

k no w , w h at h a p p e n e d  y e s te rd a y  m ay b e

d iffe re n t th is  m o rn in g  w ith in  th e

b e ltw a y , b u t w e 'll s ta y  o n  th em  to o .

B u t th e  d riv e  a n d  fo c u s th a t w e 'v e

h e a rd  w as th a t w hen th is  w e n t fo rw a rd ,

th a t w o u ld  b e th e  o n e m a ritim e  s e c to r.

T h e re  w e re  so m e o th e r m a ritim e  is s u e s

th a t w ere o rig in a lly  in  th e re  th a t w ere

c a u sin g  c o m p lic a tio n s  an d  I h a te  to

sa y , b u t m y m ain  fo c u s is  th e  H a rb o r

M a in te n a n c e  T ru s t F u n d . 

I f  th e r e 's  o n e

b ill, h o p e fu lly  th a t w ill m ak e i t  e a sy

fo r o u r C o n g re ssm e n  to  u n d e rs ta n d  w h a t

th e y 're  s u p p o rtin g . 

I t 's  a v e ry  sim p le

8 th  g ra d e  E n g lis h  b ill a n d  h o p e fu lly

th e y  w ill fo llo w  th a t.

C O M M IT T E E  C H A IR :

A nd i t  is  c e rta in ly  a n o n -p a rtis a n

is s u e  in  m y m in d  b e c a u se  th is  is  n o t a


lo c a l is s u e . 

I t 's  an  is s u e  th a t

a ffe c ts  th e  e n tire  c o u n try . T h e

m o v em en t o f c a rg o  u p  an d  dow n th is
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riv e r is  c r itic a l to  th e  eco n o m y  o f th e

w h o le  c o u n try . 

S o w hen y o u  ta lk  a b o u t

c o n ta c tin g , th e  L o u is ia n a  d e le g a tio n

g e ts  th is . T h ey  u n d e rs ta n d  a ll th a t.

B u t w e h a v e  to  re a c h  o u t to  so m e o f th e

fo lk s  th a t s it o n  th e s e  im p o rta n t

c o m m itte e s, lik e  th e  T & I C o m m itte e , w ho

m ay b e fro m  a s ta te  th a t h a s n o  w a te r

in fra s tru c tu re  o r no n a v ig a tio n  b u t

i t 's  im p o rta n t to  re a c h  o u t to  th em  to o

b e c a u se  i t  w ill d e f in ite ly  im p a c t th e ir

s ta te . 

T h e A g g ro u p s h a v e  b e e n  v e ry

s u p p o rtiv e  o f a ll th is . 

T h e y 'v e  b e e n

o n b o a rd  fo r q u ite  a w h ile  b e c a u se  th e y

u n d e rs ta n d  th e  im p o rta n c e  o f b e in g  a b le

to  m o v e th e ir  g ra in  dow n to  N ew  O rle a n s

fo r e x p o rt an d  y o u  c a n 't d o  i t  if  y o u

c a n 't g e t th e  s h ip s  in  an d  o u t.

S e a n , th a n k  y o u  fo r g iv in g  u s th a t

re p o rt th is  m o rn in g  an d  I w o u ld

e n c o u ra g e  e v e ry o n e  to  re a c h  o u t a n d

to u c h  a ll y o u r le g is la to r s  a n d  s ta y  o n

to p  o f th is . 

T h an k  y o u .

L ie u te n a n t C o m m an d er , w o u ld

y o u  lik e  to  com e u p  a n d  g iv e  u s th e
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u p d a te  o n  o u r B a to n  R o u g e V T S

o p e ra tio n s ?

LC D R  

G ood m o rn in g , e v e ry o n e .

C O M M IT T E E  C H A IR :

G ood m o rn in g .

LC D R  

W h at I w an t to  ta lk  a b o u t is  a f te r

h ig h  w a te r. 

A fte r th e  h ig h  w a te r

se a so n  w e ju s t h a d , th e  h is to r ic  h ig h

w a te r p e rio d  w e h a d , th e  B a to n  R o u g e

49

su b c o m m itte e  o f th e  LM RW SA C m et in  J u ly

a t th e  P o rt o f B a to n  R o u g e an d  th e re

w ere so m e c h a n g e s th a t w ere s u g g e s te d

an d  v o te d  o n  an d  a g re e d  to  a t th a t

m e e tin g . 

A nd I w an t to  g iv e  a su m m ary

o f th e  m a jo r c h a n g e s fro m  th a t m e e tin g

c o n c e rn in g  th e  B a to n  R o u g e a n n e x  to  th e

W aterw ay s A c tio n  P la n .

S o I w an t to  g iv e  y o u  h ig h lig h ts  o f

th e  c h a n g e s to  th e  B a to n  R o u g e a n n e x  to

th e  W aterw ay s A c tio n  P la n . 

M o st o f i t

w as d ire c tly  b e c a u se  o f th e  h is to r ic

h ig h  w a te r w e h a d . 

S om e o f i t  w as ju s t

o v e r tim e . 

W e fig u re d  o u t th e re  w ere
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b e tte r w ay s to  d o  som e th in g s  so  w e

cam e to g e th e r an d  m ad e c h a n g e s to  th e

W aterw ay s A c tio n  P la n .

E v e ry b o d y  k n o w s th a t th is  h is to ric

h ig h  w a te r p e rio d  te s te d  u s in  m any

d iffe re n t w ay s. A nd w e c o u ld n 't h a v e

cam e th ro u g h  th e  w ay w e d id  w ith o u t

g re a t c o lla b o ra tio n  fro m  a ll le v e ls ,

fe d e ra l, s ta te , lo c a l an d  o u r m a ritim e

in d u s try  p a rtn e rs . 

S p e c ific a lly , in

th e  B a to n  R o u g e a re a , d e a lin g  w ith

W ilk e rso n  P o in t, G IC A  an d  LO M R C , g re a t

c o lla b o ra tio n  th e  w ay w e cam e u p  w ith

s o lu tio n s , w o rk in g  o n  a ll le v e ls  h e re ,

S e c to r V T S an d  th e  M SU .

S o w e g o t to g e th e r in  J u ly , th e s e

50

a re  th e  re p re s e n ta tiv e s  th a t w ere th e re

a t th a t m e e tin g . 

Y ou m ay se e  so m e

n am es th a t a re  m issin g  h e re , som e m a jo r

p la y e rs , b u t a fte rw a rd s  w e s e n t th e

m in u te s - - w e s e n t th e  re c o m m e n d a tio n s

o u t to  th e  e n tire  m a ritim e  in d u s try

th ro u g h  b a s ic a lly  th e  lis t fro m  LO M R C 


an d  th e n  fro m  G IC A . 

S o e v e n  if  y o u

w e re n 't a t th e  m e e tin g , d id n 't c a ll in
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th ro u g h  th e  c o n fe re n c e  n u m b er th a t w as

p ro v id e d , y o u  s t i l l  h a d  an  o p p o rtu n ity

to  co m m en t a fte rw a rd s .

S o c h a n g e s a p p ro v e d  b y  th e

su b c o m m itte e . 

S ta rtin g  a t th e  P o rt

A lle n  lo c k . O ne o f th e  th in g s  th a t th e

lo c k m a ste r, h e w as k e e p in g  d a ta  o v e r

tim e . 

T h e f ir s t a d v is o ry  w eek  fo r h ig h

w a te r w as a t 28 fe e t an d  ris in g . H e

w a n te d  to  c h a n g e  b e c a u se  h e saw  a lo t

o f a c c id e n ts  h a p p e n in g  a l i t t l e  so o n e r.

S o w e lo w e re d  it a t th e  f ir s t a d v is o ry

fro m  28 fe e t to  25 fe e t. 

T h e a s s is t

tu g  th a t w as th e re  to  h e lp  g u id e  p e o p le

in  to  th e  lo c k  d id  n o t re q u ire  to  h a v e

a h e a d lin e  o n  it, an d  s t i l l  n o t

re q u ire d , b u t i t  is  a re c o m m e n d a tio n

th a t w as a p p ro v e d .

Q u eu e in  s ta tu s  - W e w ere try in g  to

lo o k  a t tr a f f ic  o n  th e  riv e r an d  n o w ,

b a s ic a lly  th e  v e s s e ls  w ill b e a llo w e d

to  q u e u e  in  p la c e . 

S o in s te a d  o f

co m in g  so u th  to  th e  1 -1 0  b rid g e , o n c e

y o u  m ak e c o n ta c t w ith  th e  lo c k  y o u ' 11

b e a b le  to  q u e u e  w h ere y o u  a re . T h e
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la s t m o o rin g  th a t y o u  se e  th e re  ta lk s

a b o u t G IC A  an d  35 fe e t an d  ris in g  w hen

w e w o u ld  s ta n d  up  n o rm a lly  th e n  w h at

w o u ld  b e B a to n  R o u g e V T C C . 

W e w o u ld

now , s in c e  th e  V TC C  is  n o  lo n g e r in

B a to n  R o u g e, w e w o u ld  ta k e  a m em b er

fro m  G IC A  an d  th e y  w o u ld  b e p u t in  th e

V T S L o w er M is s is s ip p i R iv e r rig h t h e re

a t S e c to r N ew  O rle a n s an d  th e y  w o u ld

h e lp  th e  V TS w ith  th e  tr a f f ic  in  a n d

o u t o f th e  P o rt A lle n  lo c k s .

N ow , I m e n tio n e d  it a lre a d y , th e

52

V T C C . 

T h a t w as th e re , K irb y  h ad  w o rk ed

w ith  in  th e  p a s t g av e u s a p la c e  to  s e t

up  o u r V TC C  in  B a to n  R o u g e. 

I t w as o n

th e  riv e r. 

T h e h is to ric  h ig h  w a te r

fo rc e d  u s o u t o f V T C C . 

T h e p la n  w as to

m ove th e  V TC C  fro m  B a to n  R o u g e to  V T S

N ew  O rle a n s th a t fo llo w in g  y e a r. B u t

d u e to  th e  h is to ric  h ig h  w a te r, w e

a c c e le ra te d  th a t sc h e d u le  b e c a u se  w e

w ere fo rc e d  o u t o f th a t lo c a tio n . S o

w e w ere a b le  to , am o ng a ll th e  th in g s

th a t w ere g o in g  o n  in  th e  h is to r ic  h ig h

w a te r, to  com e to g e th e r to  m ove th e
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V TC C  fro m  B a to n  R o u g e to  V T S N ew

O rle a n s a n d  w e d id  i t  w ith  m in o r

d is ru p tio n  to  th e  m a ritim e

tra n s p o rta tio n  sy ste m .

I f  y o u  h a v e  an y  q u e s tio n s , p le a s e

y o u  c a n  a sk  d u rin g  th is  o r a t th e  e n d .

M y b rie f is  n o t g o in g  to  ta k e  v e ry

lo n g .

W ilk e rso n  P o in t - W e ta lk e d  a b o u t

now  th a t th e  V TC C  is  n o  lo n g e r in  B a to n

53

R o u g e p u ttin g  th e  LO M RC re p  - LO M R C  a n d

G IC A  in  th e  p a s t, I'm  s u re  y o u 're

a w a re , cam e to g e th e r a s a V TC C  a t th e

b a rg e  th a t w as p ro v id e d  b y  K irb y  a n d

th e y  h e lp e d  g u id e  th e  v e s s e ls , th e  to w s

a ro u n d  W ilk e rso n  P o in t. S o now  th a t

th a t w as n o  lo n g e r th e re , th e y  cam e u p

w ith  an  id e a , b e c a u se  th e y  w e re  s t i l l

h a v in g  p ro b le m s d u rin g  th is  h is to r ic

h ig h  w a te r, o f p u ttin g  o f p u ttin g  now

th e  LO M R C re p  o n  th e  to w in g  a s s is t

v e s s e l. 

A nd th a t w as im p o rta n t b e c a u se

th e y  w ere th e re  s o rt o f an  o n -sc e n e

co m m an d er to  h e lp  c o m m u n ic a te , to  g u id e

an d  to  p ro v id e  in fo rm a tio n  to  th e
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to w in g  a s s is t v e s s e l a s th a t to w  c o m in g

a ro u n d , fla n k in g  a ro u n d  W ilk e rso n  P o in t

w as in  tro u b le .

S o o n c e  th a t w as d o n e , th in g s

a ro u n d  W ilk e rso n  P o in t g o t a w h o le lo t

b e tte r . 

S o w e fig u re d  th a t th a t w as

th e  b e s t p ra c tic e  an d  w e w a n te d  to

c o n tin u e  th a t. 

W e ta lk e d  a b o u t th a t

h a p p e n in g  a t 38 fe e t, b u t w e g e t

to g e th e r a ll th e  tim e  b a se d  o n  w h a t's

h a p p e n in g  a t th e  w a te rw a y s so  i t  c o u ld

h a p p e n  so o n e r.

O ne o f th e  th in g s  w e saw  3 5  fe e t

w as is  n o rm a lly  h ig h  w a te r fo r u s .

T h is p a s t h is to ric  h ig h  w a te r, I


c o u ld n 't w a it to  g e t b a c k  to  35 fe e t.

S o 3 5  fe e t w as g o o d . 

S o w e h ad  to  a d d

a new  trig g e r. 

O u r w a te rw a y s a c tio n

p o in t h a d  to  g ro w  a l i t t l e  b it. 

S o w e

a d d e d  a new  trig g e r a t 43 fe e t th a t

re q u ire s  a se c o n d  to w in g  a s s is t v e s s e l

a t W ilk e rso n  P o in t to  h e lp  g u id e  th e

to w s a ro u n d  an d  a ls o  w e lo w e re d  th e

m ax im um  n u m b er to  2 0 - to  20 b a rs .

A t 43 fe e t w e a ls o  c h a n g e d  th e  no
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p a s s in g  z o n e fro m  m ile  m a rk e r 2 3 2  to

2 3 7 . 

A d d itio n a l c h a n g e s th a t w e m ad e

w as th a t w e a d d e d  a lo w  w a te r a c tio n

p la n . 

T h e fra m e w o rk  is  th e re . 

A nd w e

a ls o  c h a n g e d  th e  fo rm a t o f th e

W a te rw a y s A c tio n  P la n  so  i t 's  b y

trig g e r. 

S o th a t y o u  know  b y  th a t

trig g e r i t  ta lk e d  a b o u t w h a t i t  is  fo r

th e  81 m ile  p o in t, 

W ilk e rso n  P o in t,

55

P o rt A lle n  lo c k s an d  e v e ry th in g  e ls e .

I t ju s t m ad e i t  a l i t t l e  m o re u s e r-

frie n d ly  an d  I th in k  i t  m ad e i t  e a s ie r

th a t w e w o u ld n 't m iss a n y th in g  th a t w as

su p p o se d  to  h a p p e n  a t th a t s p e c ific

trig g e r.

W e a ls o , an d  w h at w as im p o rta n t

th a t's  n o t m e n tio n e d  h e re , w e c a p tu re d

th e  v e rb ia g e  th a t's  re q u ire d  to  h a p p e n

b e tw e e n  th e  to w in g  a s s is t v e s s e l a n d

th e  to w  co m in g  a ro u n d  W ilk e rso n  P o in t

in  th e  W a te rw a y s A c tio n  P la n . 

T h a t w as

d e v e lo p e d  b y  LO M R C  an d  w e w a n te d  to

m ak e s u re  th a t in fo rm a tio n , s o rt o f a


Jo b  A  c h e c k lis t, w as in  th e  W a te rw a y s

A c tio n  P la n  so  th a t w a s n 't lo s t.
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T h a t su m m a riz e s th a t 3 ~  h o u r

m e e tin g  in  a b o u t 5 . 

S o I know  y o u  a ll

a p p re c ia te  th a t. 

I se e  M s. L y n n  M u en ch

h a s a q u e s tio n  so  I'm  g o in g  to  g o  to  m y

s e a t n o w . 

G o a h e a d , M s. L y n n .

LY N N  M U E N C H :

F ir s t is  a co m m en t a n d  th e n  a


q u e s tio n . 

T h e c h a n g in g  o f th e  fo rm a t

c o u ld  b e  a p ro b le m  b e c a u s e  th a t w as

in itia lly  p u t to g e th e r to  le t a ll th e

a n n e x e s w e re  th e  sam e so  th a t p e o p le

c o u ld  e a s ily  m o v e fro m  o n e  S e c to r to

a n o th e r. 

T h a t w as o n e o f th e  m a in

p u rp o s e s  fo r p u ttin g  i t  to g e th e r th a t

w ay , so  i t 's  b e e n  c h a n g e d  fo r th is

S e c to r w e n e e d  to  c ir c le  b a c k  w ith  th e

e n tir e  3 th  D is tr ic t a n d  p a rt o f th e  g th

D is tr ic t th a t's  in  th e re  a n d  fig u re  o u t

w h a t w e w a n t o r how  w e w a n t to  d o  i t .

T h is c o u ld  a d d  a h u g e  le v e l o f

c o n fu s io n .

L C D R  

H av e y o u  se e n  it?

LY N N  M U E N C H :

N o, a n d  th a t w as m y se c o n d  p a r t.
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I t w a s n 't s e n t to  R IE T F  an d  th a t w as

s p e c ific a lly  - - th a t w as an  o u tc o m e  o f

a v o te  m e e tin g  w ith  R IE T F  in d u s try , th e

a d m ira l, an d  th e  g e n e ra l th a t R IE T F  w as

g o in g  to  se e  th is  an d  v e t i t  b e fo re  it

g o t p u t in to  p la c e .

LC D R  

S o i t  w a s n 't s e n t to  R IE T F  a s a


b o d y , b u t n o t e v e n  th e  m em b ers o f R IE T F

w ere c o p ie d  -

LY N N  M U EN C H :

A s fa r a s I k n o w , n o  o n e  h a s se e n

it.

LC D R  

N o o n e fro m  R IE T F . 

S o th is  is  th e

f ir s t tim e  y o u  saw  an y  o f th is

in fo rm a tio n ?

LY N N  M U EN C H :

C o rre c t.

LC D R  

W e ll, w e w ill m ake s u re  w e g e t th a t

to  R IE T F  an d  w e 'll w o rk  w ith  th e

D is tric t to  ta lk  a b o u t th e  fo rm a t o f

th a t p la n  an d  se e  if  th a t's  so m e th in g

th a t th e y  lik e  o r if  w e w an t to  m ak e
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s u re  th a t i t 's  s ta n d a r d - - to  k e e p  i t

s ta n d a rd  so  th a t th e re  a re  no - - to
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f a c ilita te  th e  p ro c e s s  so  w e d o n 't h a v e

ju s t o n e a n n e x  th a t's  d iffe re n t fro m

th e  o th e r o n e . 

S o w e 'll w o rk  w ith

S e c to r. 

I'm  s u re  - - w e m ad e a n o te  in

th e  b a c k  an d  w e 'll m ak e s u re  w e g e t

th a t to  R IE T F  o r if  I g e t th a t to  y o u ,

th e n  I'm  s u re  y o u 'll g e t i t  to  R IE T F .

A nd h e re  i t  is  fo r u s . 

I t w a s n 't

th a t w e w e re n 't try in g  to , b u t i t  seem s

lik e  w h en  I w as ta lk in g  to  LO M R C


so m e tim e s I w as ta lk in g  to  R IE T F . S o

w e' 11 m ak e s u re  th a t i t 's  th e re  a n d

th a t e v e ry b o d y 's  c o m m u n ic a tin g  b e c a u se

w e w an t e v e ry b o d y  o n  th e  sam e p a g e  so

w e 're  a s e f f ic ie n t an d  e ffe c tiv e  a s

p o s s ib le .

C O M M IT T E E  C H A IR :

I know  Ja y , A rn ie  - - y o u  g u y s a re  a


p a rt o f th a t p ro c e s s . 

A n y th in g  y o u 'd

lik e  to  a d d  to  th e  d is c u s s io n ?

JA M E S M C D A N IE L :

I w as in  th e  m e e tin g  th a t th e

C o m m an d er is  d is c u s s in g  a n d  I fe e l
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c o n fid e n t th a t M r. C ro w le y  (p h o n e tic )

w as a w a re  o f th is .

LC D R  

H e s a id  th a t h e f e lt th a t M r.

C ro w le y  w as a w a re .

JA M E S M C D A N IE L :

H e p o s s ib ly  w as in  th e  m e e tin g .

LC D R  

H e p o s s ib ly  w as in  th e re

p o s s ib ly  w as in  th e  m e e tin g . 

re p e a tin g  it.

JA M E S M C D A N IE L :

I know  C A PT  D av id  w as.

C O M M IT T E E  C H A IR :

I w as

H e m u st n o t h a v e  s e n t th e  w o rk

b a c k .

JA M E S M C D A N IE L :

I t's  n o  b ig  d e a l-

LC D R  

59

W e 're  g o in g  to  g e t th a t in fo rm a tio n

to  th e m . B u t a s y o u  k no w , an y  o f th e

c h a n g e s th a t h a p p e n e d  d u rin g  th is

h is to ric  h ig h  w a te r p e rio d , d e fin ite ly

I know  R IE T F  w as in c lu d e d  an d  th a t's

n o th in g  d iffe re n t th a n  w h at y o u  se e
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h e re .

C A PT  G A U T IE R :

W e 'll ju s t m ake su re  an d  c lo s e  th e

lo o p .

LC D R  

Y es, w e w ill, C a p ta in .

C A PT  G A U T IE R :

I t's  a sim p le  th in g  to  d o .

LC D R  

S im p le  th in g  to  d o .

LY N N  M U EN C H :

C o m m an d er, I d o n 't th in k  i t 's  a


p ro b le m  e ith e r.

C O M M IT T E E  C H A IR :

C lo se  th e  lo o p .

LC D R  

W e 're  g o in g  to  c lo s e  th e  lo o p .

I t's  c lo s in g  rig h t n o w .

C O M M IT T E E  C H A IR :

A nd w e 're  g e ttin g  re a d y  fo r w h at

so u n d s lik e  a little  m o re h ig h  w a te r

co m in g  dow n th is  w ay . T h an k  y o u  v e ry

m u ch . 

I a p p re c ia te  th a t.

T he n e x t ite m  o n  th e  a g e n d a  lS  T im

O sb o rn  w ith  N O A A .

A SSO C IA TED  R EPO R TER S, IN C . - DOROTHY N . GROS


(5 0 4 ) 5 2 9 -3 3 5 5

60



(" 

1


2


3


4


5


6


7


8


9


10

11

12

( 

" 3


14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

( 

61

T IM  O SB O R N :

I w an t to  in tro d u c e  D a rre n  W rig h t

w ith  th e  P o rts  P ro g ra m . 

I w a n te d  to

tu rn  th is  o v e r in  ju s t a m in u te  to

D a rre n , b u t I w a n te d  to  a ls o  m e n tio n  a s

C a p ta in  G a u tie r w as ta lk in g  a b o u t w ith

th e  LM RW SA C m e e tin g .

T h e re  a re  tw o  w ay s to  lo o k  a t th is

g ro u p . 

O ne w ay is  th a t y o u  a re  th e

b ig g e s t g ro u p  o f d o o m sd ay  p e s s im is ts

y o u  e v e r m et in  y o u r lif e . 

C a p ta in

G a u tie r m e n tio n s a b o u t th e  sn o w  f a ll up

n o rth . 

P e o p le  w o u ld  sa y  s k iin g .

Y o u 're  in s ta n tly  sa y in g , "O h , h e ll,

i t 's  h ig h  w a te r a ll o v e r a g a in  n e x t

y e a r."  W hen w e ta lk  a b o u t tro p ic a l

sto rm s an d  th e  n e x t th in g  y o u  k n o w ,

M ik e an d  th em  a re  sa y in g , "T h e re  g o e s

th e  w in g  w a lls ."  A nd th e n  w e ta lk

a b o u t th e  h u rric a n e  se a so n  an d  Ju n e  l


an d  p e o p le  w ill b e th in k in g  a b o u t

su m m er v a c a tio n s  an d  w e 're  a lre a d y  in to

o u r p re -h u rric a n e  d is a s te r m e e tin g s o f

how  w e 're  a ll g o in g  to  w o rk  to g e th e r.

B u t in  a n o th e r w ay , I 'd  lik e  to  a ls o
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p o in t o u t b e fo re  I tu rn  i t  o v e r to

D a rre n , h a v in g  g o n e th ro u g h  th e

h u rric a n e  se a so n s lik e  y o u  h a v e , an d

h a v in g  e n jo y e d  a w o n d e rfu l tr ip  to  N ew

Y o rk  a s H u rric a n e  Ire n e  w as g o in g  u p

th e re  an d  fa c in g  th e  s p le n d o r o f b e in g

su rro u n d e d  b y  e ig h t m illio n  ir r ita te d

N ew  Y o rk e rs w ith o u t e le c tr ic ity , I g o t

u p  th e re  an d  re a liz e d  th e  fa c t th a t

i t 's  q u ite  th e  c o n tra ry . 

T h is g ro u p  j_ s


v e ry  a w a re , an d  in  fa c t, th e  m o st

a w a re , th e  m o st c o o rd in a te d  o f an y

g ro u p  I'v e  e v e ry  se e n . 

I g o t to  th e

N ew  Y o rk /N ew  J e rs e y  a re a  an d  th is  th in g

is  a p o w e rh o u se  u p  th e re . 

T h e y 'v e

n e v e r b e e n  th ro u g h  a h u rric a n e . S o

th e y 're  p re tty  m uch b o rd e rlin e , do w e

p a n ic  o r d o  w e try  to  ju s t s it s t i l l

an d  a c tu a lly  g e t th ro u g h  th is  to g e th e r?

W e s t i l l  h a v e  th e  m isse d  th ro u g h s

(p h o n e tic ) th a t w e 'v e  e v e r h ad  in  th e

N ew  Y o rk , N ew  Y o rk /N ew  J e rs e y  a re a  a n d

how  m any m isse d  th ro u g h s h a v e  w e d o n e

dow n h e re ?

S e c to r re a liz e d  th e y  h ad  a N a tio n a l
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W e a th e r S e rv ic e  o ffic e  in  N ew  Y o rk

C ity . 

W ho a re  th o s e  p e o p le  a n d  how  c a n

w e ta lk  to  th em ? P h o n e, c o n fe re n c e

c a ll, w e b in a r, n a v ig a tio n  c o n fe re n c e

c a lls ?  T h ey  a ls o  re a liz e d  th a t w h en  i t

cam e to  re -e s ta b lis h in g  p o rt o p e ra tio n s

o n e o f th e  k ey  e le m e n ts in  try in g  to

e n g a g e  w as th e  p ilo ts  w h ic h  w as a


tre m e n d o u s a s s e t in  te rm s o f b rin g in g

th em  in  a n d , in  fa c t, a c tu a lly  w as th e

p ilo t b o a t N ew  Y o rk  w h ic h  w as th e  f ir s t

s h ip  o u t o n  th e  w a te r a f te r  th e

h u rric a n e  g o in g  o u t to  th e  se a  b u o y  to

c h e c k  o n  A T O N S, c h e c k  o n  c h a n n e l

d e p th s , c h e c k  o n  g e n e ra l c h a n n e l

c o n d itio n s . 

I h a d  th e  w o n d e rfu l

e x p e rie n c e  o f b e in g  w ith  C a p ta in  M alm an

(p h o n e tic ) th ro u g h o u t th e  e n tir e

e x p e rie n c e  w ho is  b a s ic a lly  b e ttin g

fiv e  b u c k s o n  th e  s id e  I 'd  th ro w  u p

f ir s t in s te a d  o f h im .

I w a n t to  a ls o  m e n tio n  - - so

b a s ic a lly  I w a n t to  e x te n d  o u r th a n k s .

A nd th is  is  to  ta lk  a b o u t th e

a d d itio n a l re s o u rc e s  w e 're  g o in g  to  b e
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b rin g in g  to d a y . 

A s I tu rn  i t  to

D a rre n , I w an t to  a ls o  ta lk  a b o u t

re s o u rc e s  is  e v e ry th in g . 

R e so u rc e s an d

th e  k n o w le d g e  b a se  an d  how  w e

c o o rd in a te  is  g o in g  to  b e v e ry , v e ry

k e y .

O n th e  N a tio n a l W e a th e r S e rv ic e

s id e , th e  S lid e ll o ffic e  -- y o u  a ll now

h a v e  b e e n  in tro d u c e d  fu lly  to  th e  R iv e r

F o re c a s t C e n te r w ith  th e  N a tio n a l

W e a th e r S e rv ic e  an d  th e y  s ta n d  re a d y  to

h e lp  24 h o u rs a d a y . 

M ic h e lle  ju s t

re a d  th e  la te s t riv e r fo re c a s t. T h a t

e s tim a te  co m es o u t e v e ry  w eek , e v e ry

tw o  w eek s in  te rm s o f u p d a te s . T h ey

a re  in te g ra l to  th e  n a v ig a tio n  c a u se  if

w e h a v e  a h ig h  w a te r e v e n t n e x t y e a r,

an d  th e y , I th in k , re a lly  a re  to  b e

th a n k e d  fo r th e ir e ffo rts  e v e ry  d ay  in

te rm s o f n o t o n ly  th e  b rie fin g s  fo r th e

M is s is s ip p i, b u t a s th e  A tc h a fa la y a

b ecam e a v e ry  b ig  c o n c e rn , a s w e ll.

T h ey  a re  a d d in g  th re e  new  in c id e n t

m e te o ro lo g is ts  to  th e ir o ffic e  a n d  th is

is  fo r D -8 an d  S e c to r N ew  O rle a n s . S o
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in  th e  e v e n t o f an  in c id e n t, a


g ro u n d in g , a c o llis io n , a h ig h  riv e r,

w h a te v e r i t  l S , th e y  w ill a c tu a lly

d is p a tc h  an  in c id e n t m e te o ro lo g is t to  a


com m and c e n te r to  a V T S to  a c tu a lly  n o t

o n ly  s ta f f  th a t, b u t a ls o  p ro v id e  a


b rie fin g  in  p e rs o n , a s w e ll. K en

G rah am  an d  I w ill com e a n d  ta lk  m o re

a b o u t th a t a n d  how  th e y  c a n  b e e a s ily

re q u e s te d , d e p lo y e d  an d  b ro u g h t to

S e c to r, b ro u g h t to  D is tric t to

e s s e n tia lly  a c tu a lly  b e an  a c tu a l

p e rso n  in  th e  o ffic e  to  p ro v id e  re a l

tim e  w e a th e r o b s e rv a tio n , fo re c a s tin g ,

b e i t  h ig h  w a te r, b e i t  a tro p ic a l

sto rm .

T h e h u rric a n e  se a so n  is  o v e r - - 19

tro p ic a l sto rm s, tie d  fo r th ird , a ll-

tim e . 

I t d id n 't h it th e  G u lf e x c e p t

fo r th e  fa c t th a t w e d id  h a v e  o n e

tro p ic a l sto rm , L e e . 

A nd i t  s ta y e d ,

an d  i t  s ta y e d , an d  i t  s ta y e d , a n d  w e

w an t to  p o in t o u t th e  fa c t th a t lo n g ,

slo w  tro p ic a l sy ste m s, i t  d o e s n 't h a v e

to  b e a b ig  h u rric a n e , c a n  d o  m a jo r
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d a m ag e. 

I d o n 't th in k  th e r e 's  a n y th in g

y o u  n e e d  to  d o  m o re th a n  ju s t lo o k  a t

w h a t h a p p e n  to  th o se  w in g  w a lls  fro m

a b o u t th re e  to  fo u r d a y s o f c o n s ta n t

se a  p o u n d in g  w ith  th e  w av e a c tio n  th a t

o c c u rre d . 

I f  y o u  go a c ro s s  th e  c o a s t,

F o u rc h o n  g o t s h u t dow n fo r tw o , tw o  a n d

a h a lf d a y s. 

W e s h u t dow n n a v ig a tio n

in  g e ttin g  in  a n d  o u t o f p o rts  a ll th e

w ay fro m  M o b ile , a ll th e  w ay to  L ak e

C h a rle s fo r a tro p ic a l sto rm . A 


tro p ic a l sto rm  th a t w as a n o th in g

tro p ic a l sto rm . 

B u t i t  w as v e ry  b ig  ln

te rm s o f g e o g ra p h ic  e x te n t a n d  i t  w as

v e ry  slo w  in  c lo s in g  th e  lo o p  a n d

g e ttin g  o u t o f h e re  an d  m o v in g  u p  to

th e  n o rth e a s t.

O ne o f th e  o th e r th in g s , to o , I 'd

lik e  to  a ls o  b rin g  u p  in  te rm s o f th is

a n d  in  te rm s o f o u r th a n k s is  th e

n a v ig a tio n  an d  th e  p o rt c o o rd in a tio n

te a m  c a lls . I w a n t to  re a lly  th a n k  y o u .

I th in k  w e 'v e  ta k e n  th is  to  a new

le v e l. 

I th in k  i t 's  a n a tio n a l tre n d

in  te rm s o f c o o rd in a tio n  w ith  so  m an y
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p e o p le  o n  th e  p h o n e , a b le  to  ta lk  so

q u ic k ly  an d  c o o rd in a te  o u r a c tio n s  an d

m ak e i t  a p la n  an d  k eep  tra c k in g . 

W ith

th e  h ig h  w a te r an d  w ith  th e  h u rric a n e s ,

h a v in g  g o n e to  N ew  Y o rk  an d  a c tu a lly

se e n  o th e r re g io n s  o f th e  c o u n try  a n d

how  th e y  h a v e n 't e v e n  com e c lo s e  to  th e

c o o rd in a tio n , th e  LM R W SA C , S e c to r, th e

D is tric t s e e s h e re  in  d e a lin g  w ith  th e

k in d  o f e v e n ts th a t w e 'v e  se e n  is  v e ry ,

v e ry  k e y .

In  te rm s o f th e  re s o u rc e s  n o w , I 'd

lik e  to  tu rn  th is  o v e r to  D a rre n  in

te rm s o f so m e o f th e  a d d itio n a l

re s o u rc e s  th a t w e 're  co m in g  o n  a n d  a ls o

in  te rm s o f o u r su p p o rt th a t w e 're

g o in g  to  b e s e e in g  lo n g  te rm  fo r so m e

o f th e s e  re s o u rc e s , 

I w an t to  th a n k

h im  fo r co m in g  dow n fro m  W a sh in g to n ,

D .C . fo r th is , a s w e ll.

D A R R EN  W R IG H T :

T h an k  y o u , T im . 

M y nam e lS  D a rre n

W rig h t. I'm  th e  PO R T S P ro g ra m  M an ag er

fo r N O A A . W hen I sa y  "P O R T S " i t  m ean s

P h y s ic a l O c e a n o g ra p h ic  R e a l-T im e
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S y ste m . 

F o r th o s e  o f y o u  a re  n o t th a t

fa m ilia r w ith  th a t sy ste m . 

I t' s a


n e tw o rk  o f tid e  g a g e s, c u rre n t m e te rs ,

m e te o ro lo g ic a l s e n s o rs . W e h a v e  an  a ir

g a s s e n so r th a t m e a su re s th e  d is ta n c e

b e tw e e n  th e  b o tto m  o f th e  b rid g e  a n d

th e  s u rfa c e  o f th e  w a te r. 

W e a c tu a lly

h a v e  tw o  o f th e  s e n s o rs  o n  th e  C re s c e n t

C ity  an d  th e  H u ey  P . L o n g  B rid g e s.

W e a ls o  h a v e  a c o u p le  o f new

s e n s o rs . W e h a v e  a v is ib ility  o r a fo g

s e n s o r. W e d o n 't h a v e  o n e o f th o s e  in

th e  lo w e r M is s is s ip p i R iv e r p o rts , b u t

th a t is  a v a ila b le . 

A nd w e 'v e  a ls o

w o rk ed  w ith  th e  C o rp s o f E n g in e e rs ln

in c o rp o ra tin g  th e ir w av e d a ta . T h ey

h a v e  a w av e b u o y  p ro g ra m  w h ere w e 're

a b le  to  p u ll in  th e  w av e d a ta  an d

d is p la y  i t  th ro u g h  th e  PO R T S sy ste m .

I th in k  th e  la s t tim e  I w as h e re  I


m e n tio n e d  th a t w e w ere p la n n in g  o n

in s ta llin g  a new  w a te r le v e l g a g e  in

P ilo tto w n  an d  I'm  h e re  to  te ll y o u  th a t

th a t se n so r h a s b e e n  in s ta lle d  a n d  is

now  o p e ra tio n a l. 

I t's  lo c a te d  a t th e
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p ilo t s ta tio n  in  P ilo tto w n . 

I w a n t to

th a n k  th e  C o a st G u ard  an d  th e  p ilo ts

fo r th e ir  c o lla b o ra tio n  in  h e lp in g  u s

g e t th a t sy ste m  in s ta lle d .

I a ls o  h a v e  a n o th e r b it o f g o o d

n ew s to  a n n o u n c e . 

Y ou h e a r a ll th is

n ew s a b o u t fu n d in g  b e in g  c u t a n d  n o t

h a v in g  en o u g h  fu n d in g  fo r th is  an d  fo r

th a t. 

I'm  h e re  to  a n n o u n c e  th a t

w o rk in g  w ith  th e  p o rt an d  w o rk in g  w ith

th e  p ilo ts , w e 'v e  id e n tifie d  so m e

69

s u s ta in e d  fu n d in g  fo r th is  PO R T S sy ste m

fo r m an y y e a rs in  th e  fu tu re . 

S o le t's

th a n k  th o s e  g u y s fo r h e lp in g  u s re s o lv e

th a t is s u e . 

A nd o n  th a t n o te , w e 'd

lik e  to  c a ll so m e fo lk s up  an d  sh o w

th em  o u r a p p re c ia tio n .

T IM  O SB O R N :

C a p ta in  G ib b s, A .J ., com e o n  u p ,

p le a s e . 

O ne o f th e  f ir s t th in g s  th a t

w e d id  in  te rm s o f ta lk in g  a b o u t th e

p ilo t c o n v e rs a tio n  w as th e  fa c t o f how

lo g is tic a lly  w e 're  g o in g  to  a c tu a lly

g e t h e re . 

I 'd  lik e  to  h a v e  D a rre n

p re s e n t th is  to  C a p ta in  G ib b s. 
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G ib b s an d  th e  C re s c e n t P ilo ts  w ith  th e

o th e r p ilo t a s s o c ia tio n  m em b ers w e re

v e ry  in s tru m e n ta l, n o t o n ly  in  th e

o v e ra ll p o rt sy ste m , b u t a ls o  in

h e lp in g  u s in s ta ll th e  new  in s ta lla tio n

h e re . 

R e a l T im e W e a th e r an d  R e a l T im e

W a te r le v e ls  h e re  in  th e  M is s is s ip p i

R iv e r a ll m an ag ed  h e re  a t h is  P ilo tto w n

s ta tio n . 

T h e c o n d itio n s  dow n th e re  in

te rm s o f th e  n e e d  fo r re a l tim e

o b s e rv a tio n s  lik e  th is  h a v e  b e e n

g re a tly  e n h a n c e d . 

A nd C a p ta in  G ib b s, I


w a n t to  re a lly  th a n k  y o u  v e ry  m u ch  fo r

th e  o p p o rtu n ity  fo r b rin g in g  o u r g u y s

d o w n , h o s tin g  th e m  a t th e  cam p  - - th e y

lo v e d  th e  fo o d . 

B u t a ls o , m o re

im p o rta n tly , to  m ak e th is  in s ta lla tio n

go so  q u ic k ly  an d  so  sm o o th ly  an d  w e

re a lly  o ffe r th is  le tte r  o f th a n k s in

a p p re c ia tio n  fo r a ll th o s e  e f f o r ts .

C A P T A IN  G IB B S :

T h an k  y o u .

T IM  O SB O R N :

A lso , M ik e is  h e re  in  lie u  o f

L o rin o , a m u ch  b e tte r  lo o k in g  p ilo t, b y
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th e  w ay . 

M ik e if  y o u 'd  co m e o n  u p ,

p le a s e .

In  o n e o f th e  re s o u rc e s  y o u 'v e  b e e n

s e e in g  T ro p ic a l S to rm  L ee a n d  o th e r

th in g s  lik e  th a t, y o u 'v e  a lw a y s b e e n

s e e in g  a b o u t th e  le tte r , c o n d itio n s ,

th e  w a te r le v e ls , th e  w in d s a n d

b a ro m e tric  p re s s u re s  a t S o u th w e st P a s s .

T h a t is  a c tu a lly  a t th e  b a r p ilo t

s ta tio n  a t S o u th w e st P a ss. I t 's  b e e n

th e re  fo r m an y , m an y  y e a rs . I w an t to

a ls o , in  te rm s o f th is  c o o rd in a tio n

w ith  C a p ta in  G a u tie r, I w an t to  m e n tio n

o n e th in g  a b o u t th is .

T ro p ic a l S to rm  L ee co m es in ; w e 're

h a v in g  a n a v ig a tio n  c a lls . S ea s ta te

an d  w av e h e ig h t an d  d ire c tio n  a n d  w in d

is  a c r itic a l th in g  in  te rm s o f

m o o rin g , g e ttin g  o n  an d  o ff th o s e  s h ip s

s a fe ly . 

A nd lite r a lly , th e  a r t o f th e

p ilo ts , a ll th e  p ilo ts  o n  th e  riv e r an d

w ith  S o u th w e st P a ss b e in g  so  c r itic a l,

th e  a r t w as to  e s s e n tia lly  b o re  th a t

la s t s h ip  a t th e  la s t p o s s ib le

th re s h o ld  th a t w o u ld  a llo w  a s a fe
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b o a rd in g  o r d ise m b a rk  a n d  th e n  s h u t i t

d o w n  s a fe ly , k e e p  th e  P a ss s a fe , k e e p

th e  p ilo ts  s a fe , b u t a t th e  sam e tim e

try  to  g e t o u t th e re  a s so o n  a s th o s e

72

c o n d itio n s  w ere an d  w e w e re  la te  n ig h t,

th e  n ig h t b e fo re  th e  tro p ic a l sto rm

f in a lly  c le a re d , w e 're  o n  th e  p h o n e

w ith  th e  p ilo ts . T h e p ilo ts  to o k  a ll

th e  in fo rm a tio n  fro m  th e  w e a th e r

s e rv ic e . 

T h e w e a th e r s e rv ic e  is  u sin g

S o u th w e st b a r p ilo t s ta tio n  o b s e rv a tio n

a n d  th e  n e x t m o rn in g  a b o u t 9 :0 0  th e

p ilo ts  w ere a b le  to  s a fe ly  g e t o n to  th e

tw o  c ru is e  s h ip s  th a t w e re o u t th e re ,

T riu m p h  an d  N o rw e g ia n  S p ir it an d  b rin g

th e m  in  s a fe ly . 

A nd th e  n e x t 24 h o u rs ,

b e tw e e n  th e  b a r p ilo ts  an d  th e  C re s c e n t

p ilo ts  an d  N O B R A  an d  e v e ry th in g , 72

s h ip s  g o t m o v ed . 

S o b a s ic a lly  g e t

e v e ry th in g  b a c k  o n  tra c k . 

A nd I g o t

th e re  lite r a lly  th a t e v e n in g  a f te r  th e y

h a d  s ta rte d  b o a rd in g  an d  e v e ry th in g .

P a tric k  F in k  (p h o n e tic ) h e re  in  M o b ile

s e n t m e an  e m a il th a t n ig h t s a y in g ,

"G o o d  n ew s. 

T h e M o b ile  b a r p ilo ts  a re
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g o in g  to  s ta r t m o v in g  s h ip s  to m o rro w .

I s n 't th a t e x c itin g ? "  O f w h ic h  o n e  o f

M ik e 's c o u n te rp a rts  s a id  th e y  sh o u ld

h a v e  c a lle d  u s. 

W e c o u ld  h a v e  g o tte n

th em  th e re  q u ic k e r.

B u t M ik e, o n  b e h a lf o f u s a n d  o u r

th a n k s fro m  y o u  to  th e  A s s o c ia tio n  o f

B ra n c h  P ilo ts , w e w an t to  th a n k  y o u  fo r

h o s tin g  th e  s ta tio n  a s lo n g  a s i t  h a s.

I t's  b e e n  a c r itic a l re s o u rc e  b e in g

a u g m e n te d  now  a s a new  o n e a t

P ilo tto w n . 

A nd a ls o , w e w a n t to  th a n k

y o u  fo r th e  h e lp  th a t y o u 'v e  p ro v id e d

an d  th e  su p p o rt y o u  g a v e  to  u s w ith

th is  tro p ic a l sto rm  an d  a ls o  w ith  a ll

o f th e  h u rric a n e s  an d  in c id e n ts  w e fa c e

in  th e  fu tu re  an d  w e re a lly  lo o k

fo rw a rd  to  th e  fu tu re  c o o p e ra tio n  an d

p a rtn e rs h ip , a s w e ll. 

T h an k  y o u  v e ry

m u ch .

M IK E  M IL L E R :

T h an k  y o u .

T IM  O SB O R N :

C h ris - - T h e P o rt o f N ew  O rle a n s,

15 y e a rs a g o , 20 y e a rs a g o , a p o rt h ad
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o n e in te r e s t. 

I g o t a ro a d , I'v e  g o t a


d o c k , I'v e  g o t a w a re h o u se , I'm  d o n e .

A ll I n e e d  to  d o  is  g e t th a t d a rn  s h ip

to  th e  d o c k  a n d  th e n  th a t's  a ll I c a re

a b o u t is  th e  fa c t th a t I c a n  ta k e  i t

a c ro s s  th a t d o c k  an d  I c a n  p u t i t  ln

th e  w a re h o u se  a n d  I c a n  s h ip  i t  o u t o f

h e re . 

T h a t 20 y e a rs h a s se e n  d ra m a tic

c h a n g e s fro m  th e  fa c t th a t th e  P o rt o f

N ew  O rle a n s , fo r in s ta n c e , a s a le a d in g

p o rt a lo n g  th e  G u lf C o a st an d  th e  w o rld

m a rk e t k n o w s how  im p o rta n t n a v ig a tio n

is . 

I'v e  g o t to  g e t th a t s h ip . 

I 'v e

g o t to  g e t th o s e  s h ip s . 

I'v e  g o t to

g e t th e  n a v ig a tio n  in to  m y p r io r ity  to

m ak e th is  a s im p o rta n t a s a n y th in g  I d o

d o c k s id e . 

A nd in  th a t v e n u e , a n d  th a t

v e in , C h ris , w e w an t to  p re s e n t th is

le tte r  o f th a n k s fo r th e  in n o v a tio n ,

fo r th e  s p o n s o rs h ip  fo r th e  PO R T S

sy ste m  in  p a rtn e rs h ip  w ith  N O A A , a n d

a ls o , in  th e  s u p p o rt th a t y o u

p e rs o n a lly  an d  a ls o  G ary  L a G ra n g e  a n d

a ll th e  p o rt a d m in is tra tio n  h a s g iv e n

to  u s in  p u rs in g  how  to  m ak e th is  a
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lo n g  liv e , g ro w in g  re s o u rc e  th a t's

g o in g  to  s u p p o rt a ll o f th e  M is s is s ip p i

R iv e r in d u s try  an d  n a v ig a tio n  p o rts

e s s e n tia lly  k eep  s e rv in g  th is  c o u n try ,

an d  C h ris , th a n k  y o u  v e ry  m u ch .

C H R IS  B O N U R A :

T h an k  y o u . 

I ju s t w an t to  sa y  a


q u ic k  w o rd  a b o u t th e  fu n d in g  s itu a tio n .

Y ou m e n tio n e d  th a t th e  lo n g -te rm

fu n d in g  so u rc e  fo r w h ich  i t  is  g o in g  to

b e b ille d  th ro u g h  th e  b a r p ilo ts  to  th e

s h ip s  b u t w e h a v e  a s itu a tio n  w ith  th e

in te rim  fu n d in g  w h ich  h a s p re tty  m uch

h a s b e e n  re s o lv e d . 

W e 're  ju s t se w in g

up  th e  fin a l d e ta ils  on it. 

B u t i t

in v o lv e d  g o in g  to  th e  fiv e  p o rts  o n  th e

lo w e r M is s is s ip p i R iv e r, th e  L o u is ia n a

M a ritim e  A s s o c ia tio n  an d  th e  P ilo ts

A s s o c ia tio n  an d  a sk in g  th em  to  h e lp  u s

g e t th ro u g h  u n til w e h a v e  e n o u g h  m o n ey

th ro u g h  th e  lo n g -te rm  fu n d in g  p la n  to

fu n d  th e  sy ste m , w h ich  is  v ita lly

im p o rta n t fo r n a v ig a tio n .

W e k in d  o f p u t o u t th e  c a ll to  a ll

th o se  o rg a n iz a tio n s  an d  I w as v e ry
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p le a s e d  w ith  th e  re sp o n s e s th a t w e g o t.

W e h a v e  o n e m o re a s s o c ia tio n  to  fo llo w

u p  w ith , b u t in  g e n e ra l, e v e ry b o d y  cam e

fo rw a rd  v e ry  q u ic k ly . 

M et w ith  th e ir

b o a rd s an d  m ade d e c is io n s  o n  i t . S o

w e 're  v e ry  h a p p y  w ith , a n d  v e ry

th a n k fu l fo r th o s e  o rg a n iz a tio n s

s te p p in g  up an d  h e lp in g  to  m ak e th is

p ro g ra m  a r e a lity .

T IM  O SB O R N :

T h an k  y o u  v e ry  m u ch . 

A nd la s tly ,

C h e rie , if  y o u 'll a llo w , I 'l l  s te a l th e

C a p ta in  aw ay  fro m  y o u . 

C a p ta in

G a u tie r. 

A c tu a lly , I w ill sa y  o n e

th in g . 

T h e fa c t th a t w e d id  h a v e

n a v ig a tio n  c a lls  u p  in  N ew  Y o rk  w ith

H u rric a n e  Ire n e . 

T h ey  y e ll a lo t m o re .

T h ey  ju s t y e ll a lo t m o re . I w as

a sk in g  o n e o f th e  c a p ta in s , " Is  th is

n o rm a l? " "O h , y e a h . 

W e y e ll ju s t to

sa y  g o o d  m o rn in g ."  C a p ta in  G a u tie r,

y o u r o rg a n iz a tio n  S e c to r w as v e ry

in s tru m e n ta l in  h e lp in g  u s in  te rm s o f

g e ttin g  a ll th e  c le a ra n c e s  an d  p e rm its

fo r th e  new  P ilo tto w n  s ta tio n . T h e
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p ro fe s s io n a lis m  th a t y o u  h a v e  w ith in

y o u r s ta f f  h a s ju s t b e e n  tre m e n d o u s.

A nd w e re a lly  w o u ld  lik e  to  o ffe r th is

le tte r  o f th a n k s an d  a p p re c ia tio n  fo r

th e  new  s ta tio n , an d  a ls o  fo r th e

77

p a rtn e rs h ip  w ith  S e c to r th a t h a s re a lly

b e e n  a k ey  to  re a lly  s e rv in g  th is

e n tire  a re a . 

T h an k  y o u  v e ry  m u ch .

C A PT  G A U T IE R :

A nd o n  b e h a lf o f th e  te a m , w e h a v e

a g re a t w a te rw a y s m an ag em en t te a m  a s

T im  ju s t s a id  o f Jo h n  A re n sta m , 

, , o u r r e la tiv e ly

new  V T S d ire c to r an d  

(p h o n e tic ) a n d  e v e ry b o d y  e ls e . 

T h an k

y o u .

T IM  O SB O R N :

T h e C a p ta in  m e n tio n e d  o p  (p h o n e tic )

s a le  co m in g  u p  s h o rtly  an d  w e lo o k  to

w o rk in g  o u t so m e c u sto m  c h a rt p ro d u c ts

th a t w e c a n  c re a te  if  w e g e t e n o u g h

p la n n in g  tim e  a h e a d  o f tim e . 

S o w e

lo o k  fo rw a rd  to  w o rk in g  w ith  J a c k ie  a n d

M a rc ie  an d  a ll th o s e  g u y s. 

I w o u ld

lik e  to  w ish  y o u  a ll a g re a t h o lid a y
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se a so n  an d  C h e rie , a s a lw a y s, th a n k  y o u

v e ry  m u ch .

C O M M IT T E E  C H A IR :

A b s o lu te ly . 

T h an k  y o u  so  m uch fo r

b e in g  h e re . 

I t's  g o o d  to  h a v e  y o u  w ith

u s, D a rre n .

A nd I w o u ld  a ls o  lik e  to  th a n k

C h ris an d  th e  p o rt fo r th e ir

s p o n so rsh ip  o f th e  PO R T S an d  fo r th e ir

le a d e rs h ip  in  p u ttin g  th is  fu n d in g

to g e th e r. 

W e re a lly , re a lly  a p p re c ia te

i t . W e a ll know  how  im p o rta n t it is  to

th e  p o rt. 

S o th a n k  y o u  v e ry  m u ch .

D o w e h av e an y  o th e r o ld  b u s in e s s

b e fo re  w e m ove in to  th e  new  b u s in e s s ?

W e 'll m ove o n to  new  b u s in e s s .

C a p ta in  A re n sta m , I b e lie v e  y o u 'v e

g o t a c o u p le  o f a n c h o ra g e  p ro p o s a ls  to

d is c u s s  w ith  u s.

C A PT  A E N ST A M :

A s y o u  p ro b a b ly  h a v e  h e a rd , an d

h o p e fu lly  m o st o f y o u  h a v e  se e n  a t so m e

p o in t in  tim e  lo n g  b e fo re  th is , b u t o n e

o f th e  th in g s  w e w an t to  g e t o u t o f

LM RW SA C a s th e  fe d e ra l a d v is o ry
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c o m m itte e  is  so m e g o o d  p o s itiv e

re c o m m e n d a tio n  fro m  th e  in d u s try  th a t

c a n  reco m m en d  i t  to  th e  C o a st G u a rd  an d

w e c a n  ta k e  a c tio n  o n  th o s e .

A  q u ic k  a n d  e a sy  an d  w o n d e rfu l o n e

o p p o rtu n itie s  fo r th a t a re  th e  p ro p o se d

a n c h o ra g e s th a t w e h a v e  h e re  c o m in g  u p

th a t w e re p u t o u t in  N o v em b er a n d  th e

co m m en t p e rio d  is  c lo s e d . 

S o , w e h a v e

th e  p u b lic  m e e tin g . 

W e c a n  h a v e  th e

d is c u s s io n  to  p ro v id e  th e

re c o m m e n d a tio n  an d  w e c a n  ta k e  th e

a d v ic e  fro m  LM R W SA C  a s th e  a p p ro v a l an d

m ove fo rw a rd  o n  so m e o f th e s e  o n e s.

S o I w a n te d  to  ta k e  a l i t t l e  b it o f

y o u r tim e  to  ta k  a b o u t w h a t th e  tw o

a n c h o ra g e s a re  an d  th e re  a re  tw o  o f

th e m  -- B e lm o n t A n c h o ra g e  in  th e

v ic in ity  o f m ile  m a rk e r 1 5 3 . 

F o r th o s e

w ho h a v e n 't re a d  it, i t 's  a b o u t 1 .1

m ile s  o n  th e  le f t d e sc e n d in g  b a n k , i t 's

a b o u t 7 0 0  fe e t o ff th e  b a n k  a n d  o n e  o f

th e  p ro p o s a ls  w as to  m ove i t  o ff th e

re v e tm e n t an d  to  p u sh  i t  o ff so  i t 's

o n ly  a b o u t 4 0 0  fe e t w id e . 

S om e o f th e
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c o n c e rn s th a t N O B R A  h a s a sk e d  u s to

lim it i t  to  25 fe e t fo r th e  d ra ft.

I t's  n o t g o in g  to  g o  a ll th e  w ay up

to  th e  re v e tm e n t b e c a u se  th e re  is  so m e

c o n c e rn . 

O v er th e re  a g a in  o n  th e

re v e tm e n t, I b e lie v e  i t  w as p ro p o se d  to

b e p u sh e d  o ff 2 0 0  fe e t. 

S o i t 's  a 4 0 0

fo o t w id e a n c h o ra g e .

S om e o f th e  is s u e s  an d  c o n c e rn s:

T h ey  w an t to  m ak e s u re  th a t i t  is n 't

g o in g  to  im p a c t th e  b a rg e  fle e t w h ich

is  ju s t a t th e  en d  o f th e  a n c h o ra g e .

I t 's  n o t in  th e  a n c h o ra g e , b u t i t 's

c lo s e  en o u g h  to  w h ere i t  m ay c a u se  an

is s u e . 

I ju s t w an t to  know  fro m  th e

f le e t in d u s try  w h e th e r th is  f le e t th e re

m ay o r m ay o t c a u se  an y  is s u e s . W e


d o n 't th in k  it w ill, b u t w e w an t to

m ak e s u re  fro m  th e  o p e ra to rs  in  th e

f le e t.

D o es an y b o d y  h a v e  a n y  co m m en ts o n

th e  fle e t in  th is  a re a ?

C O M M IT T E E  C H A IR :

I'm  try in g  to  se e  w h ic h  fle e t th a t

is .
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C A PT  G A U T IE R :

T h a t's  A P .

U N ID E N T IF IE D  SPE A K E R :

W e'v e a lre a d y  d is c u s s e d  w ith  A P

w ith  M a tt L a g a rd e . A c tu a lly , h e w as

p re tty  in te g ra l in  co m in g  u p  w ith  th is

p la n . A nd i t  b a s ic a lly  co m es fro m  th e

fo o t o f h is  fle e t, w h ich  h e is  fin e

w ith . A g a in , w e 'v e  h ad  a t le a s t th re e

o r fo u r m e e tin g s -

U N ID E N T IF IE D  SPE A K E R :

81

H is fle e t a c tu a lly  e n d s a t th e  v e ry

u p p e r en d  o f i t  . 

n o t b e a p ro b le m .

S o I m ean , i t  w o u ld

C O M M IT T E E  C H A IR :

I do u n d e rsta n d  th a t I h a v e  le tte r s

c o p ie s o f le tte r s  fro m  M N SA . 

T h ey

h a v e  re v ie w e d  th is  v e ry  c a re fu lly  an d

h a v e  reco m m en d ed , y o u  k n o w , go o v e r th e

c h a n g e s so  th e ir o p in io n  is , I th in k ,

v e ry  c r itic a l to  th e  p ro c e s s .

C A PT  A R E N ST A M :

Y es, an d  w e h a v e  g o tte n  le tte r s ,

co m m en ts o n  th o s e . B u t w e ju s t w a n te d

to  m ak e su re  th a t th e re  is n 't so m e th in g
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th a t so m eb o d y  fo rg o t to  ta lk  a b o u t an d

th a t so m eb o d y  w ho d id n 't fo rg e t to

co m m en t a b o u t o r th o u g h t o f a f te r  th e

le tte r s  w ere w ritte n  a n d  s e n t.

M ic h e lle ?

M IC H E L L E  SPR A U L :

I m e n tio n e d  th is  to  so m eb o d y  an d

I'm  n o t su re  if  th e y  p a sse d  i t  o n , b u t

82

th e re  is  a p e rm it a p p lic a tio n  o u t th e re

rig h t now  fo r M a ra th o n  to  d o  so m e w o rk

o n  th e re  to  c re a te  a s h ip  d o c k  an d

th a t's  a t m ile  1 5 3 .5 . A nd i t 's  o u t o n

p u b lic  n o tic e  rig h t n o w . 

I t s ta rte d

p u b lic  n o tic e  o n  th e  2 1 st o f N o v em b er

an d  i t 's  a 30 d ay  n o tic e .

U N ID E N T IF IE D  S P E A K E R :

(In a u d ib le )

M IC H E L L E  SPR A U L :

I t d o e s sa y  re n e w a l, b u t I d o n 't

th in k  th e  sh ip  d o c k  is  th e re  rig h t n o w .

U N ID E N T IF IE D  S P E A K E R :

(In a u d ib le )

M IC H E L L E  SPR A U L :

I f  y o u  lo o k  a t th e  d ra w in g s, it

co m es o u t p re tty  fa r.
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C A PT  A R E N ST A M :

B u t M ic h e lle 's  rig h t. 

I f  i t  is

p e rm itte d  to  b e b u ilt th e re , th e n  th e y

c a n  b u ild  i t  th e re . A nd th e n  th e y  c a n

ta k e  th e  -- w h a te v e r th e  a v a ila b le

83

w a te r d e p th  an d  th e y  h a v e  a u th o riz a tio n

to  ta k e  i t  in  th e re  an d  i t 's  n o t g o in g

to  c a u se  is s u e s  w ith  h a v in g  an

a n c h o ra g e  w h ich  is n 't th e re .

U N ID E N T IF IE D  SPE A K E R :

R ig h t now  w e h a v e  th e  A m a

(p h o n e tic ) a n c h o ra g e . W e h a v e  th e

b u lk h e a d  f a c ility  w e w o rk  p re tty  m uch

h a n d -in -h a n d  w ith  th em . W hen th e y

b rin g  a s h ip  in  w e try  n o t to  a n c h o r

w h en  th e y  b rin g  i t  th e re .

C O M M IT T E E  C H A IR :

S o le t m e u n d e rsta n d  it. 

If th is

M a ra th o n  g u y , h is  b u ild in g  w o u ld  b e

w ith in  th e  a n c h o ra g e ?

C A PT  A R E N ST A M :

In s id e  th e  a n c h o ra g e . 

th e  a n c h o ra g e .

U N ID E N T IF IE D  SPE A K E R :

S h o re w a rd  o f

I t w o u ld  b e to w a rd  th e  u p p e r e n d .
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C A PT  A R E N ST A M :

O ne o f th e  th in g s  w e' 1 1  h a v e  to

lo o k  a t is  o rk in g  th a t in  th e re  so

th a t c o o p e ra tio n  w ill e x is t. 

B e c a u se

84

i t  e x is ts  in  tw o  o th e r a n c h o ra g e s w h ere

f a c ilitie s  a re  o n  th e  in s id e  o f th e

a n c h o ra g e s. 

S o th a t's  k in d  o f b u ilt in

o r u n d e rsto o d  th ro u g h  th e  sy ste m . B u t

if  th a t f a c ility  g e ts  p e rm itte d  to  b e

b u ilt e v e n tu a lly  o r th e y  d e c id e  th e ir

b u s in e s s  m o d el a llo w s i t  to  b e b u ilt,

if  i t 's  s tic k in g  a ll th e  w ay o r h a lfw a y

o u t to  th e  a n c h o ra g e  w e 're  g o in g  to

h a v e  to  lo o k  a t how  fa r i t  co m es o ff

th e  s h o re .

C O M M IT T E E  C H A IR :

S o th a t I c a n  b e c le a r, th e  o rig in

fo r th e  re q u e s t fo r th e  a n c h o ra g e , d o e s

th a t com e fro m  h e  C o a st G u ard  o r -

C A PT  A R E N ST A M :

W e h a v e  to  p u t th e  p u b lic  n o tic e

o u t b e c a u se  w e c re a te  it. B u t w e

d id n 't d e c id e  w e w a n te d  i t . I'm  n o t

s u re  o f th e  o rig in  -

LC D R  K O H N :
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T h e re q u e s t co m es th ro u g h  th e  C o a st

G u a rd . 

S o w e h av e th e  a u th o rity  to

e s ta b lis h  a n c h o ra g e  -

C A PT A IN  A R E N ST E M :

I b e lie v e  it cam e fro m  th e  p ilo ts '

re q u e s t.

U N ID E N T IF IE D  SPE A K E R :

T h e re q u e s t cam e fro m  u s. W e p u t

i t  in  b e c a u se  o f th e  in c re a s e  in  th e

f a c ilitie s  th a t a re  g o in g  to  b e g o in g

in  u p riv e r (in a u d ib le )

C O M M IT T E E  C H A IR :

I u n d e rs ta n d .

C A PT  A R E N ST A M :

S o th a t's  o n e is s u e  w e w ill in s u re

th a t w e lo o k  a t b e fo re  w e is s u e  th e

fin a l ru lin g  o n  th e  -

M IC H E L L E  SPR A U L :

W h en ev er th e  C o rp s is  d re d g in g  a t

B e llm o n t C ro ssin g  w e w ill p ro b a b ly

re q u ire  th t th e  a n c h o ra g e  b e c le a re d

ju s t lik e  w e do (in a u d ib le )

C A PT  A R E N ST A M :

A nd a g a in , w e 're  g o in g  to  h a v e  to

m o n ito r i t  b e c a u se  i t 's  n o t a C o rp s
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d re d g e  to  a c e rta in  d e p th  a g a in  an d  w e

ju s t w an t to  m ak e s u re  th a t w h en

d re d g in g  is  o c c u rrin g  in  th e  riv e r fo r

th e  c ro s s in g s  i t 's  n o t lik e ly  to

in c re a s e  o r d e c re a se  th e  a v a ila b le

w a te r d e p th s a t th is  a n c h o ra g e  o r d o

y o u  know ?

M IC H E L L E  S P R A U L :

86

I ta lk e d  to  (in a u d ib le ) an d  h e d o e s

so m e tim e  p u t th e  d is c h a rg e  lin e  in  p a rt

o f th a t a re a , b u t s in c e  w e 're  d is p o s in g

th e  m a te ria l a t th e  w a te r s u rfa c e  i t 's

su p p o se d  to  g e t c a rrie d  dow n riv e r.

S o , a ll w e c a n  d o  is  ju s t m o n ito r-

C A PT  A R E N ST A M :

S o a s lo n g  w e c a n  w h a te v e r w o rk  to

m ay b e re lo c a te  m ay b e w h ere  i t 's

g o in g

M IC H E L L E  S P R A U L :

Y es.

C A PT  A R E N ST A M :

I f  th is  a n c h o ra g e  co m es in  a n d  i t

s ta r ts  to  lo o k  lik e  i t 's  g e ttin g  to o

sh a llo w .

M IC H E L L E  S P R A U L :
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A nd I d id  lo o k  a t su rv e y s fro m  2 0 0 4

an d  co m p ared  to  th e  2 0 0 1  su rv e y  o f th e

a re a  an d  fo r th is  a n c h o ra g e  a t B e lm o n t,

i t  lo o k s lik e  i t 's  s im ila r d e p th . S o

s in c e  2 0 0 4  i t  lo o k s lik e  i t 's  b e e n

m a in ta in in g  o n  its  ow n, p re tty

s im ila r itie s .

C A PT  A R E N ST A M :

W e ll, g o o d . B e c a u se  u n lik e  o n e o f

th e  o th e r o n e s, i t 's  slo w ly  g e ttin g

s h a llo w e r.

B ay o u  G o u la : B ay o u  G o u la is  th e

n e x t o n e a t m ile  1 7 9 . W e d id n 't

re c e iv e  n e a rly  a s m any co m m en ts o n

B ay o u  G o u la .

C O M M IT T E E  C H A IR :

W hat m ile , 1 7 9 ?

C A PT  A R E N ST A M :

1 9 7 , s o rry . T h is o n e is  p ro p o se d

to  b e fo r a 30 fo o t d ra ft.

U N ID E N T IF IE D  SPE A K E R :

I d o n 't th in k  th a t's  c o rre c t. T h e

lo w e r p o s itio n , w e fe e l lik e  w e c a n

a n c h o r a lo a d e d  s h ip  ab o v e th e re  o r w e

w o u ld  lik e  th e  a b ility  to  a n c h o r a


A SSO C IA TED  R EPO R TER S, IN C . - DOROTHY N . GROS


(504) 529-3355



lo a d e d  sh ip  in  th e  v e ry  b o tto m

p o s itio n .

M IC H E L L E  SPR A U L :

L o o k  a t th is  o n e an d  f ir s t o f a ll,

c o m p a rin g  2 0 0 4  to  2 0 1 1  y o u  do h a v e

a b o u t 10  fe e t o f s h o a lin g  th a t h a s

o c c u rre d  o v e r th a t tim e  sp a n  in  th a t

a n c h o ra g e . Y ou k no w , i t 's  d is b u rs e d

th ro u g h o u t. N ow  th e  2 0 1 1  d a ta  th a t w e

re c e n tly  to o k  to  m in u s 20 an d  m in u s 30

e le v a tio n  in  th is  a re a . Y ou d o  h a v e

a d d itio n a l w a te r y o u  c a n  ad d  b a c k  in

w h a te v e r g au g e m in u s (in a u d ib le ) b u t

88

w h en  y o u  lo o k  a t e le v a tio n  to  m ak e s u re

y o u 're  g o o d  a ll tim e s o f th e  y e a r,

y o u 're  lo o k in g  a t m in u s 20 to  m in u s 3 0 .

U N ID E N T IF IE D  S P E A K E R :

W e ju s t d id n 't w an t to  b e lim ite d

to  30 fe e t. 

I m ean , w h a te v e r y o u  sa y .

Y ou h a v e  40 fe e t o n  th e  lo w e r p a rt -

C A PT  A R E N ST A M :

D o y o u  know  how  fa r?

U N ID E N T IF IE D  S P E A K E R :

Q u a rte r m ile  fro m  th e  lo w e r -

C A PT  A R E N ST A M :
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A nd I ta k e  i t  th e r e 's  n o  o th e r

re c o m m e n d a tio n  fo r lim itin g  w h a t ty p e s ,

w h at is s u e s , w h a t w e a th e r c o n d itio n s ,

w ho h a s a u th o rity  to  g ra n t it, a ll

th o s e  o th e r o n e s a re  b a s ic a lly  o p e n

a n c h o ra g e s.

M IC H E L L E  SPR A U L :

Y ou d o  h a v e  so m e re v e tm e n t th e re ,

to o .

C A PT A R E N ST A M :

Y es. 

I th in k  th a t's  o n  b o th  o f

th em  a n d  I th in k  th e  o th e r c o m m o n a lity

b e tw e e n  b o th  o f th e m  is  w e 'v e  re a lly

g o t to  m ak e s u re  th e r e 's  no p ip e lin e

c ro s s in g s . 

A nd h o p e fu lly  o n  th e s e

a n c h o ra g e s y o u 're  n o t g o in g  to  n e e d

so m eb o d y  to  te ll y o u  w h e re  th e  to p  e n d

a n d  th e  b o tto m  e n d  is  -

W e w an t to  m ak e su re  w e h a v e  a ll

th e  is s u e s  o u t th e re  so  w e know  w h en

w e 're  g o in g  th ro u g h  th e s e  w e d o n 't h a v e

th o s e  o th e r is s u e s  th a t w e n e e d  to  -

U N ID E N T IF IE D  SPE A K E R :

T h is o n e fo r u s h a s b e e n  u se d  a s an

e m e rg e n c y  a n c h o ra g e  s p o t. 

W e c a n  co m e
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dow n an d  go a ro u n d  (in a u d ib le ) .


C A PT  A R E N ST A M :

A s an  u n o ffic ia l a n c h o ra g e , y o u 'v e

b e e n  u sin g  th e s e  fo r y e a rs an y w ay .

U N ID E N T IF IE D  SPE A K E R :

F o r e m e rg e n c y . 

I m ean  b e tw e e n

B u rn sid e  an d  B a to n  R o u g e is  o v e r 60

m ile s an d  w e 'v e  g o t tw o  a n c h o ra g e  s p o ts

w ith in  th e  e n tire  60 m ile s . T h is w o u ld

s t i l l  re q u ire  (in a u d ib le )

C A PT  A R E N ST A M :

A ny o th e r q u e s tio n s , is s u e s ?

M IC H E L L E  SPR A U L :

S am e th in g  w ith  d re d g in g  h e re . W e


w ill h a v e  to  h av e th e  a n c h o ra g e  c le a r

h e re .

U N ID E N T IF IE D  SPE A K E R :

A nd th a t's  p re tty  re g u la r w ith

th e m . W e do th a t a t W h ite  C a s tle .

C A PT  A R E N ST A M :

M y q u e s tio n  is  I'm  n o t su re  if  w e

re a lly  w an t t o - -  w e p ro b a b ly  d o n 't

n e e d  to  p u t th a t in to  th e  re g s . B u t

i t 's  ju s t o n e o f th o s e , th e r e 's  n o

lo c a l a g re e m e n t.
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M IC H E L L E  SPR A U L :

Y es, w e h ad  an  in c id e n t y e a rs ag o

an d  so  e v e r s in c e  th e n  w e p u t n o tic e

o u t (in a u d ib le ) .


C O M M IT T E E  C H A IR :

G u y s, w e c a n 't h e a r y o u . 

Y ou h a v e

to  sta n d u p  an d  sp e a k  lo u d e r fo r th e

re c o rd .

C A PT  A R E N ST A M :

A ny o th e r to p ic s  o n  th e s e  tw o

p ro p o se d  a n c h o ra g e s?

C O M M IT T E E  C H A IR :

W h at a re  th e  n e x t s te p s ?

C A PT  A R E N ST A M :

W e 're  g o in g  to  c o n s o lid a te  a ll th e

in fo rm a tio n . 

I f  y o u 'd  lik e  to  h a v e

LM RW SA C g ro u p  o n  th is  an d  th e n  m ak e an

o f f ic ia l re c o m m e n d a tio n , w e c a n . B u t

w e can  ta k e  th e  co m m en ts th a t w e 'v e

re c e iv e d  h e re , in c o rp o ra te  i t  in to  o u r

p la n , m ak e s u re  e v e ry b o d y  h a s th e

u p d a te d  id e a s  th a t w e 're  th in k in g  a b o u t

d o in g  an d  th e  new  o n e s an d  p u b lis h  u p

th e  re g s .

C O M M IT T E E  C H A IR :
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I d o n 't th in k  w e h a v e  a q u o ru m  to

v o te  a c tu a lly  to d a y . 

B u t I w o u ld  ju s t

lik e  a c o n se n su s o f th e  c o m m itte e

m em b ers th a t a re  h e re  w h e th e r y o u

s u p p o rt m o v in g  fo rw a rd  w ith  th e s e  tw o

a n c h o ra g e s o r n o t. 

D o es a n y o n e  h a v e  a


s tro n g  o p p o s itio n  to  th em  o n c e  th e y

iro n  o u t som e o f th e s e  is s u e s  th a t h a v e

b e e n  b ro u g h t up to d a y ?  D o es an y b o d y

h a v e  is s u e s  o v e r it?

M IC H E L L E  SPR A U L :

F o r th e  p ilo ts , how  d o  y o u  in s u re

th a t s h ip s  a re  n o t a n c h o rin g  c lo s e

e n o u g h  to  th e  re v e tm e n t?

U N ID E N T IF IE D  SPE A K E R :

T h ey  know  th e y  c a n 't a n c h o r o n  

th e

re v e tm e n t, so  g e n e ra lly  w e 'll s ta y  o n e

c a b le  o ff o f th e  b a n k  w h ic h  w h en  th e

v e s s e l w ith  th e  ra d a r y o u  p u t th e  sc o p e

o n  .1 , w h ich  is  600 fe e t an d  w h en  th e y

com e in  th e y 'll s e t th e  V R M , V a ria b le

R a in  M a rk e r, o n  .1 , w h ic h  w o u ld  p u t th e

o u tb o a rd  a n c h o r 600 fe e t o ff o f th e

ed g e o f th e  w a te r an d  th e n  th e y  w ill

sw in g  in  an d  b rin g  th e  o th e r s h ip  in
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an d  s e ttle  3 0 0  o r 400 fe e t o ff o f th e

b a n k .

C A PT  A R E N ST A M :

O ne o f th e  th in g s  w e c a n  d o  is  if

y o u  know  e x a c tly  w h ere th e  re v e tm e n t

is , w e c a n  d raw  th e  in s id e  lin e  an d  th e

a n c h o ra g e .

U N ID E N T IF IE D  SPE A K E R :

A n y tim e?

C A PT  A R E N ST A M :

D raw  o n  th e  c h a rt d u e to  o u r g re a t

h y d ro g ra p h ic  a u th o rity  g u y s h e re  c a n

h e lp  o u t w ith  d ra w in g  in  th e  rig h t

s p o t. 

I t's  n o t g o in g  to  c h a n g e  how

th e y 're  g o in g  to  a n c h o r, b u t a t le a s t

th e y  w ill h av e th a t.

M IC H E L L E  SPR A U L :

Y es, I w o u ld  lo v e  to  d o  i t  th a t

w ay .

C A PT  A R E N ST A M :

P e rfe c t.

M IC H E L L E  SPR A U L :

I w ill w o rk  w ith  M a rc ie  an d  g e t

M a rc ie  in  to u c h  w ith  o u r g u y s th a t h a v e

som e (in a u d ib le ) .
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C A PT  A R E N ST A M :

B e c a u se  th e  G IS  in fo rm a tio n  now  w e

know  th e  to p  an d  th e  b o tto m  e n d  an d  w e

c a n  d raw  th e  o u ts id e  o n e a n d  if  y o u

know  th e  lin e  o n  th e  in s id e  w e c a n

ju s t m ak es th e  re g s a l i t t l e  b it

lo n g e r, b u t w e c a n  ta k e  th e  s h e e t p ile

a n d  p a s s  i t  to  N O A A  i t  w ill b e e a sy  to

sh o w  u p  o n  th e  c h a rt.

T IM  O SB O R N :

O n ce M ic h e lle  a n d  Jo h n  a re

94


o b v io u s ly  c o m fo rta b le  how  i t 's  a ll la id

o u t w ith  y o u , y o u  c a n  g iv e  to  u s a n d

w e 'll p u t i t  in to  an  e le c tro n ic  c h a rt

la y e rs  an d  w e 'll co m e b a c k  b a s ic a lly

w ith  an  o f f ic ia l c h a rt.

C A PT  A R E N ST A M :

B u t how  y o u  a c tu a lly  d o  i t  is  g o in g

to  b e e x a c tly  th e  w ay y o u  d o  i t  n o w ,

b u t ju s t th e  w ay w e h a v e  to  w rite  i t  u p

in  th e  re g s  w ill b e a l i t t l e  b it

d iffe re n t th a n  an y  o f th e  o th e rs .

T IM  O SB O R N

W h at w e 'll ju s t m ak e s u re  an d  d o  is

w h en  w e g e t th e  w o rd in g  o f th e
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re g u la tio n s  fin a liz e d  w e w ill g iv e  i t

to  y o u  an d  th e n  y o u  c a n  se n d  i t  o u t to

th e  m em b ers.

C A PT  A R E N ST A M :

A nd I'm  g o in g  to  a sk  N O A A  to  g iv e

u s a p rin t-o u t, p re -a rra n g e d  p ic tu re  o f

w h at i t  w o u ld  lo o k  lik e  so  e v e ry b o d y

u n d e rsta n d s th a t th is  re g  w ill lo o k

lik e  th is  o n  y o u r c h a rt.

T IM  O SB O R N :

A nd w e 'll h a v e  a ll th e  A TO N S th e re .

C A PT  A R E N ST A M :

A ny o th e r co m m en ts?

C O M M IT T E E  C H A IR :

W hen y o u 'v e  g o t th a t to g e th e r y o u

c a n  ju s t se n d  i t  to  m e an d  I 'l l  v e t it

re a l q u ic k ly  an d  th e n  w e c a n  g e t

to g e th e r a le tte r  o f re c o m m e n d a tio n  o r

w h a te v e r y o u  re q u ire .

C A PT  A R E N ST A M :

P e rfe c t. W e 'll b e in  to u c h . 

T h an k

y o u .

C O M M IT T E E  C H A IR :

T h an k  y o u , Jo h n . 

I a p p re c ia te  it.

N ex t ite m  o n  th e  a g e n d a  is  C h ris
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A c c a rd o  to  ta lk  a b o u t th e  re g u la te d

n a v ig a tio n  a re a s .

C H R IS  A C C A R D O :

T h an k  y o u , C h e rie . 

A g a in , m y nam e

is  C h ris A c c a rd o . 

I'm  C h ie f o f

O p e ra tio n s w ith  th e  N ew  O rle a n s

D is tric t C o rp s o f E n g in e e rs .

I w a n te d  a few  m in u te s o n  th e

a g e n d a  to d a y  to  ta lk  to  y o u  a l i t t l e

b it a b o u t th e  re g u la te d  n a v ig a tio n

a re a . 

E v e ry b o d y 's aw are th a t d u rin g

sto rm s w e h a v e  IH N C  a re a  th a t's  b e in g

re g u la te d . 

W e h a v e  th e  a re a , A lg ie rs

an d  H a rv e y  C a n a l th a t a re  b e in g

re g u la te d . 

A nd I know  th a t p re s e n ts

te r r if ic  c h a lle n g e s  fo r y o u  g u y s. B u t

a t th e  sam e tim e , w e 're  sp e n d in g  $ 1 4

b illio n  try in g  to  b u ild  th is  h u rric a n e

sy ste m  in  th e  N ew  O rle a n s a re a , th e

la s t th in g  w e c o u ld  h a v e  is  a b a rg e  o r

so m e th in g  com e ro llin g  th ro u g h  o n e o f

th e  flo o d  w a lls th a t a re  b u ilt an d

c a u sin g  a ll k in d  o f flo o d in g  fo r th e

c ity . S o w e 're  in  th e  p ro c e s s  rig h t

n ow , a lo t o f th a t c o n s tru c tio n  is
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s t i l l  g o in g  o n . 

W e h a v e  th e  w e st

c lo s u re  c o m p le x  an d  th e  su rg e  b a r r ie r

th a t is  p ro te c tin g  th o s e  a re a s  a n d  I


know  th e r e 's  a lo t o f b e lie f th a t o n c e

th o s e  sy ste m s a re  c o m p le te , th e  s u rg e

b a rrie r a n d  th e  w e st c lo s u re  c o m p le x ,

th e n  th e  w h o le  R N A  g o e s aw ay . 

I'm  h e re

to  te ll th a t th a t's  p ro b a b ly  n o t g o in g

to  h a p p e n . 

I know  th e  R N A  is  a C o a st

G u ard  in itia tiv e , b u t th e y  w o rk  c lo s e ly

w ith  u s a n d  w e 're  try in g  to  m ak e s u re

th a t w e c a n  c e r tif y  th e  le v e e  sy ste m

o n c e  i t 's  b u ilt.

N ow  th e  la te s t w o rd  is  FEM A

e s ta b lis h e s  ra te s  b a se d  o n  w h e th e r a


le v e e  sy ste m  is  c e r tif ie d . 

W e w ill

c e r tif y  th e  le v e e  sy ste m  a f te r  a ll th e

c o n s tru c tio n  is  c o m p le te . 

O ne o f th e

th in g s  th a t is  g iv in g  u s a lo t o f

a n x ie ty  an d  a lo t o f - - th e  le v e e

d is tr ic ts  a re  c o n c e rn e d  a b o u t is  th e

id e a  o f im p a c t fro m  v e s s e ls . 

W e c a n n o t

c e r tif y  th e  le v e e  sy ste m  if  w e d o n 't

h a v e  so m e p la n  in  p la c e  o n  how  to

r e s is t v e s s e l im p a c t. 

N ow  th e  sy ste m
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is  n o t d e sig n e d  to  h a n d le  a s tra y  b a rg e

o r an y  k in d  o f v e s s e l d u rin g  a sto rm .

S o s in c e  i t 's  n o t d e sig n e d  to  d o  th a t,

th e  o n ly  o th e r a v e n u e  w e h a v e  to

c e r tif y  th e  sy ste m  w o u ld  b e an  R N A .

N ow  w e h a v e  i t  in  p la c e . 

W e h a d  i t  in

p la c e  th e  la s t few  y e a rs an d  w e c a n

c o n tin u e  to  h a v e  i t  in  p la c e  a n d

c o n tin u e  to  w o rk  w ith  th e  C o a st G u a rd ,

b u t th e  m e ssa g e  I'm  h e re  to  d e liv e r

to d a y  is  I d o n 't th in k  th e  C o rp s o f

E n g in e e rs is  g o in g  to  s u p p o rt th e  RN A 


g o in g  aw ay  an y  tim e  so o n  e v e n  w ith  th e

w e st c lo s u re  an d  a c e rta in  a re a  co rn in g

o n  b o a rd .

N ow  I'm  g o in g  to  h u sh  h e re  a n d  I 'l l

ta k e  an y  q u e s tio n s  th a t y o u  a ll m ig h t

h a v e  o n  th is  b u t w e in te n d  to  w o rk  w ith

y o u  g u y s. 

I f  y o u  a ll h a v e  a n y  c h a n g e s

th a t y o u  w an t to  m ak e o n  th e  R N A , w e

a sk  th a t y o u  c o o rd in a te  i t  w ith  u s so

th a t w e know  w h at y o u  a re  p ro p o s in g .

C A PT  G A U T IE R :

I'm  g la d  y o u  ra is e d  th a t, C h ris . I


ju s t h a v e  a c o u p le  o f s p o ts  to  p a tc h
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h e re  fo r th e  a d v is o ry  c o m m itte e .

T h e c u rre n t R N A  is  in  an  in te rim

fin a l ru le  s ta tu s . 

S o a t so m e p o in t

th e  C o a st G u ard  is  g o in g  to  h a v e  to

fin a liz e  th a t a n d  in  d o in g  so , I th in k

th e re  a re  p e rh a p s m o d ific a tio n s  th a t w e

c a n  c o n s id e r b a se d  o n  th e  fin a l d e s ig n

c r ite r ia  th a t C h ris  is  m e n tio n in g .

C u rre n tly , in  o rd e r to  m a in ta in

v e s s e l an d  b a rg e s , e tc . in  th e  sy ste m ,

y o u  h a v e  to  g e t a w a iv e r fro m  th e  C o a st

G u ard  th a t h a s to  b e re n e w e d  a n n u a lly .

P e rh a p s th e re  is  ro o m  th e re  to  a d ju s t

th e  re g u la tio n s  to  p ro v id e  c le a r

c r ite r ia  th a t if  y o u  m e e t th a t th e n  y o u

c a n  re m a in  in  th e  sy ste m  ra th e r th a n

h a v in g  to  g e t th e  C o a st G u ard  to  g iv e

y o u  p e rm is sio n  in d iv id u a lly  so m e th in g

th a t m ig h t b e a b le  to  b e re v ie w e d  p rio r

to  sto rm  la n d fa ll.

S o w h at I w o u ld  lik e  to  d o  is  a sk

th e  a d v is o ry  c o m m itte e  to  b e in v o lv e d

in  th a t p ro c e s s  fro m  g o in g  to  in te rim

fin a l ru le  to  th e  fin a l ru le . 

A nd so

w e 'll g e t to g e th e r. 

W e h a v e  b e e n
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w o rk in g  w ith  C h ris a n d  h is  s ta f f  o n

d o in g  th is  a n d  th is  is  so m e th in g  th a t

1 0 0

w e c a n  th e n  ju s t g e t a d v ic e  an d  c o u n se l

fro m  th e  a d v is o ry  c o m m itte e  to  fin a liz e

i t .

SE A N  D U FFY :

J u s t o n e co m m en t. 

S o m e th in g  w e 'v e

ta lk e d  a b o u t in  th e  p a s t a s y o u  know

v e ry  w e ll is  th e  n u m b er o f d raw  b rid g e s

a n d  lo c k s  ls s u e s  th a t h a p p e n  b a c k  th e re

c o u ld  n e e d  to  b e a c c o u n te d  fo r to o .

D e p e n d in g  o n  th e  a p p ro a c h , sh a llo w

d ra ft v e s s e ls  c o u ld  p o s s ib ly  g o  o u t,

b u t if  y o u  h a v e  a d e e p  d ra ft v e s s e l

b a c k  th e re  th e ir o n ly  a v e n u e  is

th ro u g h  th e  lo c k  a n d  th ro u g h  th o s e  d raw

b rid g e s  an d  w ith  th e  n u m b er o f c lo s u re s

an d  in c id e n ts  th a t h a v e  h a p p e n , i t 's

so m e th in g  th a t n e e d s to  b e a c c o u n te d

fo r a n d  RN A  is  y o u  m ig h t h a v e  a


s itu a tio n  w h e re  p a r tic u la r ly  a s h ip

c a n 't go o u t. 

S o lo o k in g  a t th e  fa c t

th a t w e h a v e  a ll th o s e  s tru c tu re s  th a t

n e e d  to  b e a d d re s s e d  w o u ld  b e im p o rta n t

to o .
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C H R IS  A C C A R D O :

W e a re  a w a re  o f th is . 

G ood p o in t.

W e w o rk  w ith  th e  C o rp s w ith  th e  b rid g e s

a n d  IH N C  lo c k . 

W e 're  w e ll a w a re  o f

th is . A nd I te ll y o u  w h a t, fo r

T ro p ic a l S to rm  L ee i t  w o rk ed  o u t v e ry

w e ll. 

E v e ry b o d y  w as a w a re  o f R N A ;

e v e ry b o d y  w as a w a re  o f o u r lim ita tio n s

w ith  th e  su rg e  b a r rie r  a n d  th e  w e st

c lo s u re  an d  w e re a lly  d id n 't h a v e  a


p ro b le m  w ith  T ro p ic a l S to rm  L e e . 

S o I


ju s t th in k  g e ttin g  th is  m e ssa g e  o u t,

th e  n a v ig a tio n  in d u s try , i t  seem s v e ry

w illin g  to  c o o p e ra te . 

A nd th a t's  a ll

I'm  try in g  to  d o  is  m ak e s u re  th a t w e

k e e p  th is  m e ssa g e  o n  th e  fro n t b u rn e r.

B o b , y o u 'v e  g o t a q u e s tio n ?

U N ID E N T IF IE D  S P E A K E R :

(in a u d ib le ) a n d  th e  g o o d  th in g , I


m ean , th is  is  a (in a u d ib le ). 

T h is is  a


s a fe ty  is s u e  fo r th e  p e o p le  w ho liv e  in

th e  C ity  o f N ew  O rle a n s . 

Y ou c a n 't d o

so m e th in g  to  k e e p  v e s s e ls  fro m  b u m p in g

in  to  n o t o n ly  lo c k s , b u t flo o d  w a lls ,

a n d  so  I ju s t c a n 't im a g in e  th a t th e
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R N A  w o u ld  go aw ay . 

A s a m a tte r o f

fa c t, o u r b o a rd  is  s ta rtin g  to  w o rk

w ith  th e  C o a st G u ard  to  tig h te n  th a t

th in g  u p  an d  i t  d o e s n 't go q u ite  fa r
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e n o u g h  to  p ro te c t th e  sy ste m . 

I w o u ld

s u g g e s t th a t y o u  s ta r t a w o rk in g  g ro u p

to  d e a l w ith  th is  is s u e  a n d

p a rtic ip a tin g  in  th a t to  g e t th is  th in g

in  p la c e  b e fo re  th e  n e x t h u rric a n e

s e a s o n .

C O M M IT T E E  C H A IR :

M ark ?

M A RK  W R IG H T :

H i, M ark  W rig h t, N W O . 

I w o u ld  e c h o

th e  c a ll fo r so m e s o rt o f w o rk in g  g ro u p

to  d is c u s s  th is . 

I'm  f a ir ly  c o n fid e n t

o u r in d u s try  fe e ls  th a t i t  sh o u ld  n o t

b e tig h te n  an y  fu rth e r. 

W e th in k  i t 's

w o rk e d  w e ll, b u t w e do th in k  g iv e n  a


p e rm a n e n t p ro p o sa l th e re  sh o u ld  b e so m e

g o o d  c o n v e rs a tio n s  a b o u t it, m u ch  lik e

w e h a d  a c o u p le  o f y e a rs  a g o . 

S o , I


w o u ld  e c h o  th a t c a ll. 

W e sh o u ld  h a v e  a


g o o d  c o n v e rs a tio n  a b o u t i t  a n d  m ak e

s u re  w e g e t a ll th e  in fo rm a tio n  o u t an d
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h a v e  a g o o d  c o n v e rs a tio n  a b o u t i t .

C H R IS  A C C A R D O :

I w o u ld  lik e  to  re in fo rc e  w h at B ob

s a id . 

If w e c a n  g e t th is  in  p la c e

b e fo re  h u rric a n e  se a so n , th e  u p co m in g

h u rric a n e  se a so n , th a t w o u ld  b e a b ig

a d v a n ta g e . 

If y o u  d o  p u t to g e th e r a


w o rk in g  g ro u p , I th in k  th a t sh o u ld  b e

th e  ta rg e t d a te  to  g e t th is  th in g

e s ta b lis h e d .

U N ID E N T IF IE D  SPE A K E R :

I f  w e c o u ld  ju s t s e t u p  in  o rd e r to

m eet som e o f th e  o th e r re q u ire m e n ts

th a t th e  fe d e ra l g o v e rn m e n t h a s w h en

d e a lin g  w ith  re g u la tio n s  an d  how  to

c h a n g e  th e  re g u la tio n s . A nd i t  h a s to

b e a p u b lic  m e e tin g . 

I t h a s to  h a v e

th a t -- an d  so  o n e o f th e  is s u e s  I


th in k  th a t w e c a n  do is  h a v e  a ad  h o c

su b c o m m itte e  o f LM RW SA C to  g e t to g e th e r

w ith  e v e ry b o d y  th a t w a n ts to  b e

to g e th e r, b u t h a v e  i t  o f f ic ia lly  a s a


su b c o m m itte e  o f LM RW SA C to  p re s e n t o u t

to  LM RW SA C w ho th e n  c a n  a d v ise  th e

C o a st G u ard  o n  th e  c h a n g e s to  th e  RN A 
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a n d  w e c a n  m e e t th e  p u b lic 's  m e e tin g

re q u ire m e n ts  w ith o u t a lo t o f e x tre m e

e x tra  b u rd e n  b e in g  p la c e d  o n  e v e ry b o d y

in v o lv e d .

C O M M IT T E E  C H A IR :

I th in k  th a t's  a g o o d  id e a .

C A PT  G A U T IE R :

I a g re e  c o m p le te ly . 

T h is is

e x a c tly  w h at th e  C o a st G u a rd  is  lo o k in g

fo r fro m  th is  A d v iso ry  C o m m itte e . S o

p e rh a p s w h at w e c a n  d o  is  ta lk  o f f - lin e

a b o u t p la n  o f a c tio n  so  w e c a n  m e e t th e

re q u ire d  d a te s  in  o rd e r to  g e t th e

b u re a u c ra tic  p ro c e s s  o f ru le  m a k in g  an d

g iv e  i t  s u ffic ie n t tim e  to  w o rk .

C O M M IT T E E  C H A IR :

A b s o lu te ly . 

G re a t. 

W e 'll m ak e

s u re  th a t w e re a c h  o u t to  a ll

s ta k e h o ld e rs  to  m ak e s u re  th e y 're

in c lu d e d  in  th is  w o rk  g ro u p . 

C h ris .

T h a n k s,

T h a t is  th e  la s t ite m  u n d e r new

b u s in e s s . 

D o es a n y o n e  h a v e  an y  o th e r

new  b u s in e s s  th e y 'd  lik e  to  p re s e n t to

th e  g ro u p ?
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C O M M IT T E E  M E M B E R S:

N o co m m en t.

C O M M IT T E E  C H A IR :

W e w ill a ls o  lo o k  a t so m e d a te s  to

com e up  fo r th e  n e x t LM RW SA C m e e tin g ,

th e  re g u la r m e e tin g . 

W e u s u a lly  lo o k

a t th e  C a p ta in 's  sc h e d u le  an d  th e

A d m ira l's  s c h e d u le . 

H e w as n o t a b le  to

b e w ith  u s to d a y , b u t h o p e fu lly  w ill b e

a b le  to  m ak e th e  n e x t m e e tin g  so  w e

a lw a y s c h e c k  h is  sc h e d u le  to  se e  w h at

th a t is  an d  th e n  w e g e t w o rd  o u t.

H o p e fu lly , w e 'll a ls o  h a v e  b e fo re

th e  n e x t m e e tin g  p e rh a p s, o u r

a p p o in tm e n ts if  D H S m o v es in  a tim e ly

m an n er th a t w o u ld  b e g o o d . 

O th e r th a n

th a t w e w ill k eep  y o u  p o s te d  an d  w e

w ill p u t to g e th e r th is  ad  h o c c o m m itte e

an d  s ta r t w o rk in g  o n  th e  RN A  a g e n d a , a s

w e ll.

T h a t's  a ll I h a v e . 

I 'd  lik e  to

th a n k  e v e ry o n e  fo r co m in g  to d a y . I


a p p re c ia te  a ll o f y o u r e ffo rts  to  b e

h e re  an d  th e  g re a t c o n v e rs a tio n  an d

d is c u s s io n  to d a y . 

T h an k  y o u  v e ry  m uch
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an d  e v e ry o n e  h a v e  a g re a t h o lid a y .

C A PT  G A U T IE R :

T h e re  w as o n e th in g  I w a n te d  to

m e n tio n  b e fo re  e v e ry b o d y  le a v e s . N o t

to  sa y  th a t w e 're  a ll doom  a n d  g lo o m ,

w e d id  h a v e  an  o u ts ta n d in g  p a s s e n g e r

v e s s e l c o n tin g e n c y  p la n  ta b le to p

e x e rc is e  la s t w eek . 

T h is is  a p la n

th a t is  m an ag ed  b y  th e  fe rry  sy ste m

h e re  to  a c c o u n t fo r th e  fa c t th a t

th e y 'v e  b e e n  g ra n d fa th e re d  in to  n o t

h a v in g  so m e o f th e  h ig h e r en d  lif e

s a v in g  a p p lia n c e s  o n  b o a rd . 

T h ey  d o

h a v e  to  h a v e  a m ass c a s u a lty  p la n  h e re

106

in  th e  fe rry  sy ste m  ju s t in  c a s e

so m e th in g  h a p p e n s an d  th e re  n e e d s to  b e

a m ass re s c u e  o n  th e  riv e r. 

S o w e

e x e rc is e d  th a t p la n  la s t w eek  w ith

p a rtic ip a tio n  o f th e  C re s c e n t C ity

C o n n e c tio n  f e rr ie s , C re o le  Q u e e n , th e

N a tc h e z  a n d  th e  N ew  O rle a n s S te a m b o a t

C o m p an y , N ew  O rle a n s P a d d le w h e e l

C o m p an y , N ew  O rle a n s H a rb o r P o lic e , N ew

O rle a n s E m erg en cy  M an ag em en t, A D T R iv e r

O p e ra tio n s , E .N . B isso , B isso  T o w b o a t,
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B e lle  C h a sse  M a rin e  an d  T ra n s p o rta tio n

an d  th e  S e c to r. 

I t w as a te r r if ic

e x e rc is e  an d  I th in k  w e fe e l m o re

c o m fo rta b le  th a n  p e rh a p s w h ere  w e cam e

o u t o f in  la s t y e a r's  e x e rc is e . 

W h at

w e w an t to  d o  in  o u r n e x t s te p , ju s t so

y o u  a ll k no w , is  d o in g  a fie ld  e x e rc is e

u sin g  a c tu a l v e s s e ls . 

S o s ta y  tu n e d

fo r th a t, a s w e ll.

T h an k s so  m uch fo r e v e ry o n e  w ho

su b m itte d  th e ir a p p lic a tio n s . 

C h e rie ,

I a s s u re  y o u  w e w ill b e n a g s an d  k e e p

th e  p ro c e ss m o v in g  fo rw a rd  b e c a u se  th is

is  th e  f ir s t m e e tin g  I'v e  a tte n d e d  an d

th is  is  a v e ry  v a lu a b le  b o d y  th a t w e 'd

lik e  to  k eep  i t  g o in g .

C O M M IT T E E  C H A IR :

T h an k  y o u  so  m uch fo r y o u r s u p p o rt.

M erry  C h ristm a s. 

H ap p y  H o lid a y s a n d

w e' 11 se e  y o u  in  th e  N ew  Y e a r.

* 

* 

* * 

* *


(W h ereu p o n , th e  m e e tin g  w as c o n c lu d e d  a t 1 0 :5 1

a .m .)
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R  E P 0 R  T E R  ' S 

P A  G  E


I, D O R O TH Y  N . G R O S, C e rtifie d  C o u rt

R e p o rte r in  an d  fo r th e  S ta te  o f L o u is ia n a ,

th e  o ffic e r, a s d e fin e d  in  R u le  28 o f th e

F e d e ra l R u le s o f C iv il P ro c e d u re  a n d /o r

A rtic le  1 4 3 4  (B ) o f th e  L o u isia n a  C o d e o f C iv il

P ro c e d u re , b e fo re  w ho th is  sw o rn  te stim o n y  w as

ta k e n , d o  h e re b y  s ta te  o n  th e  R e c o rd :

T h a t d u e to  th e  in te ra c tio n  in  th e

sp o n ta n e o u s d is c o u rs e  o f th is  p ro c e e d in g ,

d a sh e s (--) h a v e  b e e n  u se d  to  in d ic a te  p a u s e s,

c h a n g e s in  th o u g h t, a n d /o r ta lk  o v e rs ; th a t

sam e is  th e  p ro p e r m eth o d  fo r a C o u rt

R e p o rte r's  tra n s c rip tio n  o f p ro c e e d in g , an d

th a t th e  d a sh e s (--) d o  n o t in d ic a te  th a t

w o rd s o r p h ra se s  h a v e  b e e n  le f t o u t o f th is

tra n s c rip t;

T h a t an y  w o rd s a n d /o r n am es w h ic h  c o u ld

n o t b e v e rifie d  th ro u g h  re fe re n c e s  m a te ria l

h a v e  b e e n  d e n o te d  w ith  th e  p h ra se

" (p h o n e tic )" .

' r-···.i .·.
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C  E R  T I F I C  A  T E


I, D o ro th y  N . G ra s, C e rtifie d  C o u rt

R e p o rte r, in  an d  fo r th e  S ta te  o f L o u is ia n a ,

a u th o riz e d  b y  th e  la w s o f s a id  S ta te  to

a d m in is te r o a th s an d  to  ta k e  th e  d e p o s itio n s

o f w itn e s s e s , h e re b y  c e r tif y  th a t th e

fo re g o in g  m a tte r w as ta k e n  b e fo re  m e a t th e

tim e  a n d  p la c e  h e re in  a b o v e  s ta te d ; th e  m a tte r

b e in g  re p o rte d  b y  m e an d  th e re a fte r

tra n s c rib e d  u n d e r m y s u p e rv is io n ; th a t th e

fo re g o in g  p a g e s c o n ta in  a tru e  an d  c o rre c t

tra n s c rip tio n  o f th e  m a tte r a s th u s g iv e n  to

th e  b e s t o f m y a b ility  an d  u n d e rs ta n d in g .

I fu rth e r c e r tif y  th a t I am  n o t o f

c o u n se l n o r re la te d  to  an y  o f th e  p a rtie s  to

th is  c a u se , an d  th a t I am  in  no w ise

in te re s te d  in  th e  re s u lt o f s a id  c a u se .
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