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Morgan's Point Collision with MV Conti Peridot 

Pilot boarded Carla Maersk shore side at Texas Patrochemlcal terminal 09001t, I wa5 present at tho bridge and one 
tug was stflndlng buy already. When Pilot attended the bridge Informed hlrn abo\lt one tug and he co11flrmcd the 
second one should bQ arriving lihortly. It was rainy Plthovgh no fog was prQdlcted according to Information from 
the pilot. A car caUhJr have to pass ahead of us before we could departure1 mevnwhlle completed thr. Mastt!r/PHot 
exchange Info and after both tugs were made fast we let eo all head lines and all stern lines 097.Sit. Oncr. the car 
carrier did p;;~ss wo deparll.!d at 09501!. During channel transit there was several meetings with mostly barges, 
eventually the rain ceased and visibility was good, The speed orders woro varying at slow and half ahead. After 
stweraf meeting with other vessels WQ approached the Fred Hartman bridge before Oarbour'5 Cut basin. Pilot 
started to raise concern ()bout the visibility condition st Galveston and eventuolly advised that vlslbllfty Is zero. Ho 
lnforrned that we may evf!n (Jnchor In the channel. He (:1/so suggested that vessel could turn Into Barbour's Cut 
basin and anchor until next day. This decision had to be taken soon as we passed the bridge and was dosing In to 
the entrance for U'Cut, however he also advised there Is no tugs available and during further discussion I dlcl not 
considered It would be safe enough to turn Into O'Cut without tug assistance, keeping In mind thilt In worst case 
we could olwoys anchor In the channel, pllotadvlsethat now Is anyway to late and we'll just continue, After the 
Fred H<~rtman bridge visibility worsened however still was abt l . .Snm. Ono more lookovt with radio WilS ordered to 
r>rocc~Jd forward and started the fog .signal. As per pilot there was one more Inbound vessel we had to meet, 
Rilnge on radars was set to l,Snm and 0,'/Snm. When passed the U'Cut entrance turning to south we passed a 
barge on our port side. lookout forward reported a vessel ahcad1 shape of this vessel could also be seen from 
brldgo. The distance to target was confirmed by ?./Off with radar ranee to be o.snm. Torget moved from dead 
ahead onto our port side and the same time pilot Initiated turn to starboard by gfvlng 10 decrees on the stbd 
rudder In order to pass port to port, When the meeting vessel (Conti Peridot) was on port at abt lO dcgret's and at 
a distance of tlbt 0.3nm she begun to turn hor bow to port. By th~tt time I believed she Is only stabllfzlng her 
heading. However hor swing: to port continued vntU her starboard broadside became visible; by that time I twas 
obvious thut shn Is loosing the stearlng, Pilot ordered hard to starboard and full ahead. lntt3ntlon was to dear her 
bow If :>omehow she managed to regain her steering onrl veer to st9rboard. tlowever Conti Peridot continued to 
swing to port and ot obt 90 dogrees from our heading shu mado hard contJct on our port side by WBT 2P and 
WOBP ami Carla Macrsk lost speed nnd was aground In mud on starbo;ml side of tho channel. Conll Peridot 
moved astern and separated from our hull. Pilot gave order for dead astern and stopped engine when vessel was 
about in n'llddle of the channel. Carla Maersk begun very fa.st to Jist to port more than 10 degre~s. starboard 
anchor was lowered by gear to one shackle In watar. PA announcement was made by 2/0ff to all crew for 
proceeding to muster station and C/Off was contacted by UHF radio. Plan was to keep vessel upright and also 
move the cargo away from 3P and 4P. This could be done by trr:msfcrring cargo Into the empty cargo tanks lP/S or 
7.P/S or lO P/S. When transferred cvrgo from 3P to 2S vessel begun to come upright, thl:> was giving confidence 
that tho list could be handled. When vessel was upright the transferring of cargo contlnved until ullage In 3P and 
4P W<~s at sea level. Idea was that If cargo tanks 3P or llP was actually breached the sea water will go lflto the tank 
rather than cargo cscop/ng O\lt from the tank. 
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